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Myanmar delegation returns to Yangon following
ICJ hearings on Gambia-Myanmar case

e Y

r Union

S —
] ]

Minister:Ul KoyKo Hlaing 'makessa S| eech at the welco

b8

ngcee 0

returning to Yangon following ICthearlngs on theAGambla-M yanma @Qf-)

Yangon February 1

The Myanmar delega-
tion, which submitted a
response at the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The
Hague, the Netherlands,
in defence of the dignity
and right to a fair trial of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, returned to
Myanmar on 31 January.
They arrived back at Yan-
gon International Airport
yesterday morning, being
warmly welcomed back by
Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Soe Thein, regional
ministers, departmental

staff, civil society organiza-
B

tions, monks, artistes, and
students, who held vinyl
posters and waved minia-
ture State flags.

A welcoming ceremony
for the Myanmar delega-
tion, led by Union Minis-
ter for Ministry 2 of the
Office U Ko Ko
Hlaing and Union Minister

President's

for Legal Affairs and Union
Attorney-General Dr Thida
Oo, was held at Yangon
International Airport, where
attendees saluted the flag of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and sang the
national anthem in chorus.
On the occasion, Union

Minister U Ko Ko Hlaing,
stating that the hearing
represented the final and
most important stage of the
two-party proceedings and
emphasizing the signifi-
cance of the matter, noted
that in a trial there are no
draws or joint champions
— only victory or defeat —
and that Myanmar should
not be defeated, with the
multi-ministerial task force,
accompanied by the Ambas-
sador of the Myanmar Em-
bassy in Brussels, embassy
staff, and international
counsels, having travelled
from Myanmar to handle

gnﬂzmmmmm &nﬂdhfbﬁ;s
diwelcomelbackitolthe/Myanmarjdelegation’ : :

a delegatlon

-_
the proceedings, undertak-
ing intensive work over 20
days, often day and night,
following nearly five years
of preparation during which
the team faced numerous
challenges, and ultimately
fulfilling its efforts in the
final hearing by presenting a
complete, solid, and timely
submission addressing both
legal and informational re-
quirements.

The Union minister said
that, first, special gratitude
was expressed to the Head
of State and all those who
entrusted the team with
responsibility from the be-

ginning and supported the
fulfilment of all require-
ments related to the case.
He also expressed grati-
tude to the team at the ICJ,
which worked tirelessly
and with great dedication
throughout the five years

| of the case and during the

final 20 days of proceed-
ings, to the international

' counsels who understood
. the situation and defended

the country with full dedica-
tion and commitment, and,
in addition, to the Myanmar
Embassy in Brussels for
providing all necessary
support to ensure smooth
proceedings at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in
The Hague, to the embassy
staff who assisted at transit
airports, to the ministries
and media that supplied
complete information from
Myanmar to support the
legal efforts, and to all oth-
ers who participated in the
process.

He also stated that, in
particular, the team ex-
pressed lasting gratitude
to the people of Myanmar
for their wholehearted sup-
port of the country’s del-
egation at the ICJ, noting

that this support served
as an invaluable source of
strength, that, as the saying
goes, “The party supported
by the people wins the vic-
tory,” that if the government
and the people continue to
work together in unity and
solidarity any difficulties
and challenges can be suc-
cessfully overcome, and
that continued collective
effort is called for toward
a golden future in building
the new nation hoped for
by all, with an appeal to the
people to show their love
for the country by saluting
the national flag and ac-
tively singing the national
anthem, aiming to achieve
long-term, sustainable, and
peaceful development in
Myanmar.

As the Myanmar delega-
tion, led by Union Ministers
U Ko Ko Hlaing and Dr
Thida Oo, departed Yangon
International Airport in a
motorcade, departmental
staff, civil society organi-
zations, monks, the pub-
lic, and students displayed
vinyl posters and waved
miniature national flags,
demonstrating strong public

support. 100

=*Departmental staff, civil society organizations, monks, the public, and students

“ waving miniature national flags to show support for the Myanmar delegation.

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Heartfelt words of the people who accord a warm
welcome to Myanmar delegation that contested the
allegations at ICJ

Yangon February 1

The Myanmar delegation,
which contested the allega-
tions at the public hearings
on the merits of the case be-
tween Gambia and Myanmar
held at International Court of
Justice (ICJ) in the Hague,
the Netherlands, from 12
to 29 January to protect the
honour of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar and for
justice and truth, arrived back
in Yangon International Air-
port on 1 February morning,
and people including monks
accorded a rousing welcome
to the delegation. Heartfelt
words of the people who
welcomed the delegation are
as follows:
U Khin Maung Kyaw Din

(Vice Chairman 2 of

Myanmar Press Council)

3

The Myanmar delegation
made Rebuttal Arguments
against Gambia. The delega-
tion has arrived back, and
we of the MPC, on behalf
of the news media, come
here to show our support for
the delegation. In my view,
the delegation that arrived
back from the Netherlands
has achieved almost cent
per cent success. When we
study the merits of a case,
if the defendant can provide

a solid rebuttal, the plaintiff
will surely lose the case. All
the rebuttals of the Myanmar
delegation were fact-based,
precise and it presented them
with full confidence. We all
are happy for that. The del-
egation was there to protect
the country’s honourand the
people’s interest. We are
happy as it could make the re-
buttals with confidence, and
as we see a large welcoming
party, we are encouraged. It
is encouraging to see a large
number of youths including
students here, and they to-
gether with multiple organi-
zations ardently come with
full enthusiasm to welcome
the delegation that had con-
tested the false allegations.
U Zaw Lwin Oo
(Chairman, Yangon Region
Sports and Youth Affairs
Support Committee)

We held a meeting and
members of the Yangon Re-
gion Sports and Youth Affairs
Support Committee came to
the airport to warmly wel-
come the Myanmar delega-
tion that went to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ)
in The Hague, Netherlands, to
defend the dignity and justice

of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar. We are satisfied
with their efforts in address-
ing the case. Our country
has been unfairly accused,
and this is not something
that should have happened.
It is better for the country’s
development when there are
no such disturbances. Young
people will also be able to
participate and contribute.
We warmly welcome the
delegation for dedicating
themselves wholeheartedly,
both mentally and physi-
cally, to serve the nation
with their expertise. We also
urge Myanmar citizens liv-
ing abroad to cooperate and
contribute for the sake of
the country.

U Than Win (Member,

Mayangone District
YMBA)

Today, we came to Yan-
gon International Airport
to welcome the group that
went to protect and defend
our country and our people.
Seeing many members of
the public gathered at the
airport to welcome them
made me feel proud. We,
the youths from the YMBA,
came together to welcome
these valuable individuals
who devoted themselves

wholeheartedly to protecting
our race, religion, and the
nation. I have even greater
respect for these knowledge-
able individuals who went to
resolve the unjust accusations
against Myanmar.
U Win Ko Ko Latt

My name is U Win Ko
Ko Latt, and I am an active
participant of the patriotism
movements. We, of a com-
bined group of Patriotic My-

i anmar Monks Union (Yan-

gon) and Patriotic Brothers
and Sisters (Yangon) come
here to welcome the delega-
tion led by Union Minister
U Ko Ko Hlaing. In fact,
we come here to show our
solidarity with the delegation
that contested the allegations
at ICJ and welcome its rebut-
tals as citizens who favour
justice and stand proofto the
incorrectness of Gambia’s
accusations. I am overjoyed
to see a large crowd of people
from Yangon including those
from our two organizations,
YMBA and other religious
organizations and national

Maung Win Ngwe Aung
(Union Nationalities Youth
Capacity Development
Degree College — Yangon)

I am currently studying
at the Union Nationalities
Youth Capacity Development
Degree College (Yangon). 1
am happy to have the oppor-
tunity to come to the airport
today to welcome the My-

anmar delegation that went [

to the ICJ. I feel proud that
they are defending Myanmar
against the unfair lawsuit
filed on the international
stage. As the saying goes,
“Today’s youth are tomor-
row’s leaders,” 1 will take
part in national responsibili-
ties to the best of my ability
and strive to learn to become
a good citizen.
Ma Pu Tu

brethren. We are a Buddhist ._ -

country, and our people will

never ever commit a crime ¢t

like genocide, so we want a
fair decision.

My name is Ma Pu Tu.
I am here to welcome the

legal team and to express
my enthusiastic support for
the truth and prestige of
our country. As a Myanmar
citizen, [ would like to say
that Myanmar nationals are
people, who boast a very
high culture and are over-
whelmed by the essence of
religion. Myanmar people
are sympathetic ones. So, |
fully believe that they have
never committed genocide.
As a Myanmar national, I
am here to denounce the ac-
cusations of genocide with-
out sound evidence. Our
people are welcoming the
heroes back on their return
by playing Myanmar tra-
ditional instruments on a
grand scale.
Ma Phyo Thiri Kyaw

I am a first year student
from Thingangyun Educa-
tion College. I am glad to
learn that arguments were
successful. [ am also glad to
come here. I would like to
express my gratitude for the

3 people who arranged plans

for me to come here. I am
proud of myself and happy
to welcome the legal team
back.

Yangon news team

World Insights: Violent law enforcement tears
U.S. society wider apart

Beijing February 1

Within less than 2 kilom-
eters and just 17 days apart, the
deaths of two Americans at the
hands of U.S. federal law en-
forcement have once again shed
the spotlight on persistent prob-
lems of violent policing in the
United States.

Occurring near the site where
George Floyd was killed nearly
six years ago, the latest incidents
underscore how excessive law
enforcement force -- entangled

with racial discrimination, social
inequality, widespread gun vio-
lence and systemic bias -- con-
tinues to weigh on U.S. society,
while deepening partisan divi-
sions further complicate efforts at
reform.

Residents of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, braved freezing winds
on Jan. 25 to mourn Alex Pretti,
a 37-year-old intensive care unit
nurse who was fatally shot by
law enforcement officers a day
earlier.

A spokesperson for the U.S.
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) said federal officers
fired "defensive shots" after a
man (Pretti) with a handgun ap-
proached them and "violently re-

sisted" when officers tried to dis-

arm him. However, video footage ¥

filmed by witnesses soon contra-
dicted the account, showing Pretti
holding a mobile phone, with no
evidence indicating that he was
armed.

Xinhua
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