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More than 20,000 travellers visit
Shwethaungyan beach in December

Visitors/seenfat{Shwethaungyanibeach

Pathein January 28
Daw Cherry Myint,
the tour in-charge of the

Shwethaungyan Beach tour-
ism association, said that
a total of 22,243 travellers
paid visits to Shwethaung-
yan Beach in Shwethaung-
yan of Pathein Township
in Ayeyawady Region in
December last year.

Shwethaungyan Beach,
located in Shwethaungyan
Town, Pathein Township—
one of the tourist destina-
tions in the Ayeyawady
Region—received a total of
12,245 visitors during No-
vember 2025. In December
2025, the number of visitors
reached 22,243 within the
month.

“Over the past month,
there has been a large num-
ber of tourists and holiday-
makers visiting Shweth-
aungyan Beach. Visitor
numbers were particularly
high during December
and the Christmas period.
Among those who visited
during the month, some
were day-trippers while

others stayed overnight. In
addition to domestic visi-
tors, there were also foreign
tourists,” said Daw Cherry
Myint.

At Shwethaungyan
Beach, more than 20 hotels
and guesthouses, including
Shwethaungyan Hotel and
Lai Lai Hotel, are providing
services to visitors. Due to
the large number of tourists,
hotel, motel, and guesthouse
rooms were reported to be
fully occupied.

In addition, to ensure
that visitors relaxing at the
beach are able to enjoy their
stay smoothly and conveni-
ently, administrative bodies,
tourism operators, tourism
service associations, beach
discipline and maintenance
teams, hotel and guesthouse
owners, and local residents
are working together in co-
ordination. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Japan's ruling LDP
faces criticism over
backing scandal-
tainted candidates

Tokyo January 28

Japan's ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) has
drawn renewed criticism after
endorsing more than 40 candi-
dates linked to a political slush
fund scandal for the upcoming
House of Representatives
election, Japanese media out-
lets reported.

The Mainichi Shimbun
reported that the finalized
candidate list, confirmed on
Tuesday, includes more than
40 LDP members implicated
in the party's "slush fund"
scandal, many of whom had
lost the party's endorsement
in the 2024 general election
following internal disciplinary
action.

The LDP has also eased

restrictions this time, allowing
most of the controversial can-
didates to run simultaneously
in single-seat constituencies
and proportional representa-
tion blocs, a move seen as
increasing their chances of
winning seats, the report said.

The Tokyo Shimbun criti-
cized Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi, who also serves as
the LDP president, for failing
to pursue a full investiga-
tion into the scandal or push
through fundamental political
reforms, arguing that such an
approach makes it difficult
to prevent similar incidents
from recurring. It stressed
that public trust in politics
is the foundation for all
policymaking. Xinhua

Indaw Township expands sown acreage
of vegetables

Indaw January 28

Local farmers could ex-
pand sown acreage of veg-
etables in Indaw Township
of Sagaing Region this year,
according to the statistics
of the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop cultivation sea-
son, Indaw Township ear-
marked 3,522 acres for veg-
etable cultivation. Planting
began in October 2025, and
as of now, a total of 4,805
acres have already been cul-
tivated.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Indaw Town-
ship, more than 3,000 acres
were planned for vegetable
cultivation. To date, more
than 4,000 acres have already
been completed. The crops
include mustard greens, chil-
li, culinary herbs and spices,
potatoes, cabbage, eggplant,
and cauliflower. We are pro-
viding farmers with technical
guidance so that all vegeta-
bles can be cultivated using
the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system. Farmers
are also being trained to grow

vegetables in a healthy man-
ner with minimal chemical
residues,” said U Thein Kh-
ine, Township Head of the In-
daw Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Indaw Township, the
Township Department of
Agriculture is providing veg-
etable farmers with technical
training on GAP-based culti-
vation methods, offering guid-
ance to ensure that vegetables
produced from farms are safe
and health-compliant, and
supporting efforts to expand
vegetable cultivation.

Indaw Township annu-
ally cultivates a wide variety
of vegetables according to
the season. The vegetables
grown are reported to be
yielding successful harvests
and generating household
income. The Township De-
partment of Agriculture is
also providing farmers with
awareness and technical sup-
port on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention,
and the preparation and use
of natural fertilizers, organic
pesticides, and pest control
solutions. 206

Kalay District grows more than 3,000 acres
of butter bean as cold season crops

Kalay January 28
Statistics of Kalay Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers
planted 3,268 acres of butter
bean in Kalay District of Sa-

gaing Region this year.
During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Ka-
lay District has planned to
cultivate 3,250 acres of but-
ter bean. Planting began in
October 2025, and as of now,
2,311 acres have been planted
in Kalay Township and 957
acres in Mingin Township,

bringing the total planted area
to 3,268 acres.

“In the winter cropping
season in Kalay District,
3,250 acres of butter bean
were planned, and planting
has already been completed
on 3,268 acres. Butter bean
is grown only in the winter
season, and cultivation has
been successful. As the crop
fetches good market prices,
farmers rely on it for cultiva-
tion,” said U Aung, District
Head of the Kalay District
Department of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, township-
level targets for butter bean
cultivation in Kalay District
were setat 2,311 acres in Ka-
lay Township and 939 acres
in Mingin Township, totaling
3,250 acres.

In Kalay District, during
the current monsoon crop-
ping season, local farmers are
cultivating butter bean both
as a sole crop and, in some
cases, as an intercropped crop
to earn additional income.

The Township Depart-

ments of Agriculture in Kalay
District are providing support
to farmers growing various
types of beans by offering
assistance to improve crop
yields, encouraging the use
of quality and pure seeds,
and supplying necessary ag-
ricultural technologies. They
are also sharing knowledge
on the preparation and use
of natural pesticides for the
early prevention of crop pests
and diseases, as well as on
timely harvesting practices.
206

Wife of S. Korea's
ex-president Yoon sen-
tenced to 20 months in

prison for bribery

Seoul January 28

Kim Keon-hee, wife of the
impeached former South Ko-
rean President Yoon Suk-yeol,
was sentenced to 20 months in
prison for taking bribes, live
footage showed Wednesday.

The Seoul Central District
Court handed down the prison
sentence with a forfeiture of
12.81 million won (about
9,010 U.S. dollars), saying
Kim exploited her position as
the first lady for private profit.

The court found her not
guilty of the charges of violat-
ing the capital markets act and
the political funds act.

Kim was charged with
receiving valuables from Uni-
fication Church officials in
return for favorable treatment
of the religious group in 2022.

-

The court rejected the spe-
cial counsel's claim of Kim's
involvement in stock rigging,
saying it was difficult to con-
firm her complicity even if she
was aware of the stock price
manipulation.

Kim was indicted while in
detention in August last year
on charges of her participation
in the stock price manipulation
between October 2010 and
December 2012.

She was also charged with
conspiring with Yoon to re-
ceive illegal public opinion
poll results worth about 270
million won free of charge
from a political broker on 58
occasions from April 2021
to March 2022 ahead of the
presidential election.

Xinhua

Peopl watch'a telg'lsed newsireporton Kim,eon-hee,
\wifeofgthelimpeachedtformer: Soident
YoontSukzyeol¥atarailwaystation in Seoul¥SouthiKorea,

1 any28920263
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Cultivation of vegetables exceeds the target

sown acreage in Katha Township

"
4

Katha January 28

Local farmers cultivated
vegetables in Katha Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, ex-
ceeding the target cultivation,
according to the statistics of
Katha Township Agriculture.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Ka-
tha Township planned to
cultivate 3,220 acres of veg-
etable crops. Planting began

tale plantation®in Kath

in October 2025, and as of
now, cultivation has been
completed on 3,815 acres.
“In the winter cropping
season in Katha Township,
vegetable crops were planned
on 3,220 acres, and planting
has already been completed
on 3,815 acres. The crops
include mustard greens, chili,
spices, potatoes, cabbage,
eggplant, and cauliflower.

o ai N [
aslownshipy S""tl% N

In Katha Township, the

L Township Department of

Seidl

Farmers are being provided
with technical guidance to
ensure that all vegetables
are cultivated using the GAP
system. We are also offering
techniques to help farmers
grow vegetables in a health-
compliant manner with mini-
mal chemical residues,” said
U Ko Lay, Township Head of
the Katha Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Agriculture is providing veg-
etable farmers with technical
training on cultivation under
the GAP system, guidance
to ensure that vegetables
produced from farms are safe
and suitable for consumption,
and support to encourage
farmers to expand vegetable
cultivation.

In Katha Township, a

E wide variety of vegetables

are cultivated seasonally
each year. These crops have
been developing success-
fully, contributing to house-
hold income. The Township
Department of Agriculture
is also providing awareness
and guidance to prospective
vegetable farmers on correct
cultivation methods, pest pre-
vention, and the preparation
and use of natural fertilizers,
natural pesticides, and insect
repellents. 206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Black gram cultivation expanded in
Yinmabin District

Yinmabin January 28

Local farmers from Yin-
mabin District of Sagaing
Region could expand sown
acreage of black gram more
than the target cultivation this
year, according to the region
Agriculture Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Yin-
mabin District has planned
to cultivate 10,478 acres of
black gram. Planting began in
October 2025, and as of now,
cultivation has been completed
on 11,404 acres, according to
reports.

“In Yinmabin District,
black gram cultivation was

planned on 10,478 acres, and
planting has already been
completed on 11,404 acres. We
were able to expand cultivation
beyond the original target.
During the black gram plant-
ing period, we also carried out
field-level extension activities,
providing necessary technolo-
gies, seeds, and methods for
the prevention of pests and
diseases,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
0o, Assistant Director of the
Sagaing Region Department
of Agriculture.

By township, completed
black gram cultivation in Yin-
mabin District comprises 611
acres in Yinmabin Township,

7,620 acres in Kani Township,
113 acres in Salingyi Town-
ship, and 3,060 acres in Pale
Township, totaling 11,404
acres.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, township-
level cultivation targets for
black gram in Yinmabin Dis-
trict were set at 600 acres in
Yinmabin Township, 110 acres
in Kani Township, 6,700 acres
in Salingyi Township, and
3,068 acres in Pale Township,
for a total of 10,478 acres, it is
reported.

In Yinmabin District, town-
ship Departments of Agriculture
are providing farmers cultivat-

ing black gram with guidance
and awareness on the avail-
ability of regionally suitable
quality and pure seeds, correct
cultivation techniques, pest and
disease prevention, systematic
use of fertilizers, and measures
to improve crop yields.

During the current win-
ter cropping season, in the
cultivation of various bean
crops, the relevant township
Departments of Agriculture
are working in cooperation
with farmers to provide qual-
ity seeds, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest technologies
to improve both yield and
quality. 206

ChaungU Township harvests more than
10,000 acres of pigeon pea

ChaungU January 28

Local farmers from
ChaungU Township of Saga-
ing Region harvested more
than 10,000 acres of pigeon
pea, said officials from the
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

During the monsoon
cropping season in ChaungU
Township, up to 20,315 acres
of pigeon pea were cultivated.
Harvesting of the pigeon pea
fields began in December
2025, and as of now, 10,227

acres have been harvested,
with an average yield of 17.80
baskets per acre.

“In ChaungU Town-
ship, pigeon pea cultivation
reached 20,315 acres. The
cultivated fields are currently
being harvested, and to date,
harvesting has been complet-
ed on more than 10,000 acres.
Cultivation has exceeded the
originally targeted acreage.
We have also taken measures
to ensure good yields in pi-
geon pea cultivation. Farmers

grow pigeon pea both as a sole
crop and as an intercropped
crop,” said U Tint Swe, Town-
ship Head of the ChaungU
Township Department of
Agriculture.

In ChaungU Township,
the Township Department of
Agriculture is providing field-
based extension services to
pigeon pea farmers, offering
guidance on selecting quality
and pure seeds, applying cor-
rect cultivation techniques,
preventing pest infestations,

and improving crop yields.
The Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture in
ChaungU Township is also
disseminating techniques
that combine the use of urea
and lime to help pigeon pea
farmers reduce the cost of
purchasing foliar fertilizers. It
is reported that the combined
use of urea and lime lowers
production costs, helps keep
crops free from pests, and pro-

motes healthy plant growth.
206

Htigyaing Township
grows groundnut
more than target

cultivation

Htigyaing January 28

According to Htigyaing
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment of Sagaing Region, local
farmers expanded sown acre-
age of groundnut in township
this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Hti-
gyaing Township planned
to cultivate 12,280 acres of
groundnut. Planting began
in October 2025, and as of
now, cultivation has been
completed on 22,711 acres,
according to reports.

“In Htigyaing Town-
ship, more than 12,000 acres
of groundnut were initially
planned, and cultivation has
already been completed on
more than 22,000 acres. We
were able to expand culti-
vation beyond the original
target. Groundnut cultivation
has been successful and is in

a favorable condition as an oil
crop. Groundnut production
has been increasing year by
year,” said U Ko Ko Aung,
Township Head of the Htigya-
ing Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Htigyaing Township,
groundnut cultivation requires
one and a half baskets of seed
per acre. Including the cost
of seed, labor, fertilizers, and
pesticides, production costs
exceed K200,000 per acre,
and yields are reported to
exceed 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure successful crop
development, prevent pest
and disease infestations, and
keep fields free of weeds, staff
members from the Township
Department of Agriculture
are conducting field inspec-
tions, monitoring conditions,
and keeping field records in
groundnut farms. 206
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