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Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

I extend my greetings and offer my best wishes that all
people and all ethnic nationalities may enjoy good health
and happiness physically and mentally, and be fully en-
dowed with dignity, prosperity, and all auspicious blessings
on the occasion of the 78" Anniversary of Independence
Day of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, which falls
on 4 January 2026.

Myanmar is a Union with a long-standing tradition
in which diverse ethnic nationalities have lived together
in solidarity, sharing both hardships and joys, since time
immemorial. With their own distinct cultures, traditions,
languages, and beliefs, they have been standing tall in the
world with unity and dignity.

As a result of the evil colonial system that came to
dominate the world, Myanmar was invaded three times by
the British colonialists and, in 1885, lost its independence
and sovereignty. All of the country’s economic resources
were seized by capitalist imperialists and fascists, who ruled
through various forms of oppression, causing the people of
Myanmar to fall into a state of servitude and suffer manifold
hardships and deep poverty.

As the entire ethnic population of Myanmar fought
bravely, shedding their blood and sweat in the struggle
against colonialism for national independence, Myanmar
regained its independence on 4 January 1948. Since then,
Myanmar has been standing tall in the world as an inde-
pendent and sovereign nation, and today marks the 78"
anniversary of that achievement.

For over a century, Myanmar’s people fought arduously
to reclaim their country as an independent and sovereign
nation, escape from the control of other nations, and be able
to make their own decisions on all national matters. The
hard-won independence, achieved after such a long struggle,
can still be lost in an instant if misguided ideas, beliefs, or
actions prevail — something we must remain vigilant about
in the present time.

Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

Successive governments have made various efforts
over time to cease the armed struggle that emerged as a
result of colonialists’ divisive rule. However, due to ethnic
extremism, ideological rigidity, self-interest, and prioritizing
personal gain, the nation has suffered armed conflicts and
violent attacks, destroying state infrastructure and the loss
of homes and lives of ethnic communities. When armed
groups demand things that should not be demanded, ma-
nipulate armed struggle for their own agendas, or prioritize
their own desires based on ethnic or regional loyalties, they
are effectively pushing their local communities further into
poverty. The current divisions in attitudes and ongoing
political problems pose risks to the long-term stability of
the Union and the unity of the ethnic nationalities, which is
why careful attention and vigilance are required.

At present, it is well known that domestic and foreign
disruptive groups, who do not wish to see the ethnic com-
munities united and the country develop, are employing
various methods to create obstacles and disturbances.

A strength of the nation lies within; the nation can only
stand as a strong and resilient State that serves the national
interest if all ethnic nationalities of the Union act united,
closely coordinated, and with a shared sense of purpose,
just as “water blends without separation.”

Therefore, I would like to urge all ethnic communities
to seriously embrace, as a national goal and responsibility,
what is most necessary and appropriate for ensuring the
long-term survival of freedom: Non-disintegration of the

A message sent by Acting President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar and Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony
to mark the 78" Anniversary of Independence Day 2026

Union, Non-disintegration of national solidarity and per-
petuation of sovereignty. They should steadfastly uphold and
protect these principles based on a spirit of Union solidarity.
Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

At present, the most pressing need of our country is to
end armed conflicts and achieve a durable peace through-
out the nation. True peace goes beyond the mere absence
of conflict; it is founded on the ability to resolve problems
peacefully, respect differences, and show understanding,
patience, and tolerance toward one another. Only by genu-
inely embracing and practising the principles of peace and
the value of national unity can the people fully experience
the fruits of peace and well-being.

The peaceful coexistence depends on each individual’s
intellectual maturity, thoughtful judgment, and capacity for
respect and appreciation of values. Therefore, every citizen
should begin from their own place of learning, cultivating
and practising knowledge, education, and thoughtful reason-
ing, to nurture a spirit of peace and national unity.

Since misguided ideas and beliefs continue to undermine
peace within the Union, all parties involved in Union peace
processes must participate with goodwill. Genuine and
enduring peace can only be built when there is a genuine
desire for peace, peaceful negotiation, mutual understand-
ing and trust, transparency, patience, and tolerance. It is
also essential to collectively strengthen a political culture
of dialogue and negotiation when acting in the interest of
the nation.

It has been observed that the greatest losses and damage
caused by armed conflicts and violent disturbances occur
primarily in less-developed regions and states. When there
is stability and peace, regional development can take place.
Only with internal peace and stability can the country de-
velop in a balanced way — not only in political, economic,
and social sectors at the national level but also across all
regions and states.

Myanmar is endowed with natural resources and also has
fertile land and good water sources suitable for agriculture
and livestock activities. Therefore, once stability and peace
are achieved, even rural areas in historically underdeveloped
regions will be able to develop over time. Considering the
plight of local communities in these underdeveloped regions
caused by a lack of peace, it is necessary for all relevant
parties to come together with support and compassion to
assist and promote their development.

All stakeholders must respect and adhere to the Na-
tionwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in full, and work
together cooperatively as committed under its provisions for
the peace and prosperity of the State, global standing, and
ensuring a durable peace that the entire population desires.

As such, I would like to urge all to strive for national
unity and peace of the Union in order to initiate long-term
stability and harmonized development.

Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

Due to vote irregularities in the general election 2020,
Tatmadaw temporarily took the State responsibolities by
declaring the state of emergency under the Constitution
(2008), starting from 1 February 2021. During its tenure,
Tatmadaw has adopted objectives and roadmaps to ensure
peace and stability of the Union, rule of law, and develop-
ment of economic, social, education and other sectors.
The Union Election Commission has been reconstituted
with strenuous efforts to systematically hold a free and fair
multiparty democratic general election, including carrying
out of checking voter lists.

The population and household census was enumerated

nationwide from 1 to 15 October 2024, with emphasis
placed on the compilation of the voter list in order to
ensure the correct voter list in the forthcoming multiparty
democratic general election. The Law on the Protection of
Multiparty Democratic General Elections from Obstruction,
Disruption, and Destruction was enacted on 29 July 2025.

Phase I of the multiparty democratic general election
was held on 28 December 2025 successfully. Moreover,
the Phase II of the election will be held on 11 January this
year and the Phase I1I on the designated date. The Myanmar
Electronic Voting Machine (MEVM) is used in the election
to fully ensure the secrecy of voters’ ballots in the election.

A combination of the First-Past-The-Post (FPTP) system
and the Mixed-Member Proportional (MMP) system will
be used to ensure fairness, high voter representation, and
stable, inclusive governance. The government that emerges
from the election results will assume the responsibilities of
the state in accordance with democratic standards.

To implement the wishes and aspirations of ethnic
groups through democratic means, ethnic representatives
must be fully and fairly represented in the Hluttaw. Only
then can the needs and goals of each group be openly dis-
cussed, collectively decided, and properly realized. National
brethren must also be able to choose individuals who truly
represent their interests, respect their ethnicity and region,
and consider the national good. In exercising freedom and
justice, citizens should vote thoughtfully and lawfully, in
accordance with laws, rules, and regulations, and practise
consideration and fairness, thereby nurturing and strength-
ening the democratic system.

Thus, with a focus on the long-term national interests
of the country and through the participation of the people,
I would like to urge all to exercise freedom and justice in
accordance with laws, rules, and regulations, and that a fully
functional, rule-abiding multiparty democratic system be
fully implemented.

Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

National development depends on the growth of the
country’s economic infrastructure. Efforts are being made
to support and promote local income generation through
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs). Based
on locally produced raw materials, MSME businesses are
effectively supported in production, trade, and services to
ensure domestic consumption security, substitute imports,
and export to foreign markets. In promoting the economy,
production capacity is crucial, as it allows goods to be sold
and commercialized. Therefore, to encourage production,
actions are being carried out under the slogan: “Let us
encourage production for the prosperity of the Nation.”

Similarly, as part of government efforts, measures are
being strengthened to further develop MSME businesses
and better connect them to international markets. This
includes the use of technology, digital marketplaces and
communication, collaboration between government and
the private sector, as well as enhanced access to loans and
technical support.

Domestic products should primarily be produced to
ensure food security within the country, and through this,
value-added products can be exported abroad, thereby giv-
ing emphasis to enhancing the nation’s export sector.

By implementing the One Region-One Product (OROP)
project, each region will utilize its locally available natural
resources and modern techniques to develop the nation’s
production sector and increase the output of products that
can substitute imported goods.

See Page 14
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Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN

SEN, President of the Senate of the Kingdom

of Cambodia sends Congratulatory Message
to Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Acting President of the Republic of

the Union of Myanmar

On behalf of the Senate of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the Cambodian People’s
Party, I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to Your
Excellency and the government and the friendly people of Myanmar on the momen-
tous occasion of the 78" Anniversary of the Independence Day of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar.

Recognizing Myanmar’s strong determination, resilience and commitment to the
well-being and prosperity of her people, I highly value our strong bilateral relations
rooted in shared cultural and religious values, mutual respect and understanding, a
strong foundation for our growing mutually beneficial cooperation.

I wish to reiterate my firm commitment to continue working closely with you to
enhance our ties bilaterally and multilaterally so as to serve the best interests of our
two nations.

Mr. Thongloun SISOULITH, President of
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic sends
Congratulatory Message to Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, Acting President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

On behalf of the Lao people and on my own behalf, I would like to extend my
warmest congratulations and best wishes to Your Excellency and the people of Myan-
mar on the occasion of the 78" Anniversary of the Independence Day of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar.

I am deeply gratified to observe that the friendly relations and excellent coopera-
tion between the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar have been continuously developed, based on the foundation of good
neighborliness, mutual respect, and trust. I am confident that our traditional ties of
friendship and good cooperation will be further strengthened and flourish, bringing
tangible benefits to our two peoples, as well as contributing to peace, stability, and
developmental cooperation in the region and the world.

On the occasion of the New Year 2026, I wish Your Excellency good health, hap-
piness, and every success in your noble tasks, and may the people of Myanmar enjoy
continued progress and prosperity.

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Secretary-General of
ASEAN sends Congratulatory Message to
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,

Acting President and Chairman of State Security
and Peace Commission of the Republic of the

Union of Myanmar

I would like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the people of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar on the occasion of Myanmar’s Independence Day, which
falls on 4 January.

Myanmar has been a member state of ASEAN since 1997 and remains part of the
ASEAN Community. ASEAN continues to uphold its commitment to regional peace,
stability, and cooperation, and to advancing ASEAN Community-building efforts in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the ASEAN Charter.

On this important occasion, I would like to convey my best wishes to the people
of Myanmar for peace, progress, prosperity and harmony.

Mr. Thongsavan PHOMVIHANE, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic sends Congratulatory Message to
U Than Swe, Union Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

On the auspicious occasion of the 78" Anniversary of the Independence Day of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar, [ would like to extend my sincere congratulations
and best wishes to Your Excellency and the entire staff of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

I am pleased to witness that over the past years, the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar have strengthened the friendly
relations and good cooperation within both in bilateral and multilateral frameworks. I
look forward to working closely with Your Excellency to further enhance and flourish
the traditional bonds of friendship and good cooperation in the years to come in order
to bring the tangible benefits to the people of our two countries as well as contributing
to peace, stability, cooperation for development in the region and the world at large.

On the occasion of the New Year 2026, may I take this auspicious opportunity
to extend my best wishes to Your Excellency for good health, happiness and greater
success in your noble tasks, and the people of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
continued progress and long — lasting prosperity.

Mr. Sonexay SIPHANDONE, Prime Minister
of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic sends
Congratulatory Message to U Nyo Saw,
Prime Minister of the Republic of

the Union of Myanmar

On behalf of the Government and people of the Lao People's Democratic Republic
and on my own behalf, I have the great honour to covey my warmest congratulations
and best wishes to Your Excellency and the people of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, on the occasion of the 78" Anniversary of the Independence Day of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

I am delighted to note that the friendly relation and good cooperation between the
Lao People's Democratic Republic and the Republic of the Union of Myanmar have
been continuously developed and deepened over the past years and I am confident
that such existing friendly relations and good cooperation between our two countries
will be further strengthened in the years to come for the mutual benefit of the people
of our two nations as well as for peace, stability and cooperation for development in
the region and the world at large.

On the occasion of the New Year 2026, may I take this auspicious opportunity to
extend my best wishes to Your Excellency for happiness, good health, well-being,
greater success in your noble tasks and the people of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar continued progress and prosperity.

H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Secretary-
General of ASEAN sends Congratulatory
Message to H.E. U Than Swe, Union Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar

I wish to extend my warmest congratulations to the people of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar on the 78th anniversary of Myanmar’s Independence Day, which
falls on 4 January 2026.

Myanmar has contributed significantly to ASEAN Community-building efforts. It
is my sincere hope that, in the spirit of unity and cooperation, ASEAN will continue
to make great strides towards realising our shared vision of a region that is peaceful,
stable and prosperous, for the benefit of our peoples.

Please rest assured of the ASEAN Secretariat’s commitment to supporting Myan-
mar and fellow ASEAN Member States towards realising the goals envisaged in the
ASEAN Community Vision 2045 and its Strategic Plans.

ings and wishes to the people of Myanmar.

and stability of the region.

Mr. Md Touhid Hossain, Honourable Adviser for Foreign Affairs of Interim
Government of Bangladesh sends Congratulatory Message to U Than Swe,
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of Republic of Union of Myanmar (Excerpt)

On the occasion of the 78" anniversary of the Independence Day of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, the Government and people of Bangladesh extend their greet-

Bangladesh, as a neighbour, values its longstanding relations with Myanmar and expresses its commitment to improve them for the mutual benefit of the peoples of both
countries. Bangladesh looks forward to forging constructive engagement and mutual cooperation between the two countries for peace, progress and wellbeing of their peoples,
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Only then can intellectuals and intelligentsia build
the nation for its development. Hence, the government is
implementing the free education system and the compre-
hensive education system to enable every citizen to have
the learning opportunity for completion of at least KG+9
school education. The government appoints more and more
teachers and supplies the needs of school buildings, libraries,
teaching aids, water purifiers and sports grounds. A total of
industrial, agricultural, and livestock basic education high
schools have been established to enable those who have
passed the KG+9 education to learn vocational courses as
part of turning out human resources. As such, I would like
to urge everyone to support regular school attendance for
school-age children, prevent premature student dropouts,
and promote continuous learning to the highest levels, so
that they can be trained, nurtured, and developed into skilled

professionals, scholars, and experts.

For the health and fitness of every citizen, efforts are be-
ing made to ensure disease prevention, provide high-quality
medical treatment when illnesses occur, and adequately
staff hospitals with healthcare personnel in accordance with
the policy that “every hospital must have doctors”. Just as
education is essential for all humans, healthcare is equally
important. It is necessary for everyone to live a healthy life
by practising good habits and for authorities to continue
improving healthcare services, including medical treatment,
preventive care, and health education.

Esteemed national brethren born in the Union,

As the government has adopted four national objec-
tives of the 78" Anniversary of Independence Day 2026
as follows: -

- To safeguard the non-disintegration of the Union,

non-disintegration of national solidarity and perpetu-

ation of sovereignty by all citizens, as they are the
most essential and suitable national objectives and
national duties,
- To strive forward for national unity and Union peace
to implement sustainable and balanced development
- To establish a genuine, disciplined democratic system
completely by exercising the freedom and justice in
accordance with the laws and regulations
- To advance other economic sectors and promote
MSMEs based on regional products
I sent a message that the entire ethnic people have to im-
plement these four national objectives in unity and harmony
with a firm vow from their respective sectors.
Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman, State Security and Peace Commission

563 illegal buildings used for online scam gambling in
KK Park systematically demolished

AR i S R R

Anjillegally/constructed

Nay Pyi Taw January 3  most heavily concentrated.

The Government of
Myanmar is carrying out
coordinated operations by
a joint task force to clear il-
legal buildings in the Shwe
Kokko area and the KK
Park area—where online
scam gambling activities are

These operations include the
confiscation and systematic
destruction of items used
in online scam gambling
processes, as well as the
orderly demolition of illegal
buildings. As part of these
efforts, eight additional ille-

e

e ey g
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gal buildings within the KK
Park area were demolished
today.

Specifically, six illegal
one-storey buildings used
for online scam gambling
activities in Section (3) of
the Myawady—Maehtawtha-
lay (KK Park) area and two

single-storyswarehouselinfSectionr3fofikkqRark}

il S
i e

illegal four-storey build-
ings used for online scam
gambling activities in Sec-
tion (2) were demolished
today, bringing the total
number of buildings de-
molished today to eight.
As a result, out of a total
of 635 illegal buildings in

and fire was carried out to
ensure complete demolition.
These operations have been
ongoing since December
14, and as of today, five
additional two-storey build-

" ings have been completely

destroyed. This brings the
total number of illegal build-

3 ings that have been fully

e e Y

; s
the KK Park area, 563 have
now been systematically

demolished.

In addition, among the
illegal buildings in the KK
Park area that had already
been demolished using
heavy machinery, further
destruction using explosives

demolished to 96.

The government has
stated that it considers the
eradication of online scam

] gambling activities a na-

tional duty and will continue
to take action to ensure that
such activities cannot take
root anywhere in Myanmar.
These efforts will be car-
ried out in coordination not
only with domestic forces
but also in cooperation with
neighbouring countries’
governments.

100

Xinhua Headlines: U.S. launches strikes on Venezuela, drawing
widespread condemnation

Washington January 3

The U.S. military launched
aseries of attacks against Ven-
ezuela early Saturday morning,
reportedly capturing President
Nicolas Maduro and flying
him out of the country.

Venezuela's Vice President
Delcy Rodriguez, speaking on
a state-run television station,
said the whereabouts of Madu-

ro and his wife are unknown,
asking for proof'they are alive.

The U.S. military action
against the South American
nation has drawn widespread
international condemnation,
with multiple countries call-
ing for a coordinated global-
response.

A Xinhua correspondent
based in Caracas reported early

Saturday morning that low-
flying aircraft were spotted, and
clouds of smoke were seen fol-
lowing loud explosion sounds
in the Venezuelan capital.

Photos and videos circulat-
ing on social media showed
smoke rising from multiple
locations in the capital, with
residents seen fleeing in the
streets.

Reports said brief power
outages occurred in some ar-
eas, including a military base
in Caracas.

According to media re-
ports, the U.S. Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA)
had banned U.S. commercial
flights from Venezuelan air-
space due to "ongoing military
activity" shortly before the

explosions were reported.
Hours after the incident,
CBS White House correspond-
ent Jennifer Jacobs said that
U.S. President Donald Trump
had ordered the strikes, citing
U.S. officials. FOX News also
reported that U.S. officials had
confirmed the military action.
Following the attacks, Ven-
ezuela condemned the incident

as "military aggression" by the
United States. The Venezuelan
government said that the mili-
tary strike targeted civilian and
military sites in at least four
states of the country, including
Caracas, as well as the states
of Miranda, Aragua and La
Guaira, adding that the U.S.
action blatantly violated the
United Nations Charter. Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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