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Republic of Union of Myanmar holds 2025 Multiparty
Democracy General Election; Acting President of the Republic
of Union of Myanmar Chairman of State Security and Peace

Commission Senior General Min Aun

gMachine (ME«VI'\'/B];
v mTETy

Senior{General i Aung:
D e A

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

The 2025 Multiparty
Democracy General Elec-
tion of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar began
at 6 am today in the entire
country, and all voters went
to the polls.

Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by SSPC Vice Chairman
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Servic-
es Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win and wife Daw
Than Than Nwe, SSPC
Secretary General Ye Win
Oo and wife, SSPC mem-
ber Chief of General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air) Gen-

Senior;General'Min Aung Hlaing cas

|1

3 n N 7t o

A oon . & 0 -
Hlaingjobserves votl,ng.pr“,‘(‘_;_f ssiin Zayarthiri Township.

eral Kyaw Swa Lin and
wife, senior military officers
from Office of Commander-
in-Chief and wives, officers,
other ranks and families,
cast vote at the No 1 Poll-
ing Station in Anawratha
Ward, Zeyathiri Town-
ship, Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area.

After the Senior General
had cast the vote, he an-
swered the questions raised
by local and foreign news
media gathering news in-
formation at the polling
station.

Q: As a leading person in
organizing the election, how
much can you guarantee its
freeness and fairness, and
what’s your message for the
people?

A: Today’s voting process
stands witness to the free-

ness and fairness of the
election. Moreover, there
is the preliminary period
or the post-election period,
and the activities of parties,
functions of administrative
bodies and the Election
Commission during the
time show that the elec-
tion is free and fair. Voices
may come out in the even-
ing after the completion
of today’s voting process,
right? Then you can make
a judgement on the elec-
tion. I have guaranteed the
election will be free and
fair. a free and fair election.
It’s the work of the Tat-
madaw, and the Tatmadaw
won’t let its reputation be
harmed. The 2020 election
was a total disgrace as
what happened then was

really terrible. Interna-

tionally, the incident was
so horrible and shameful.
Some ignored the terrible
incident. But I know very
well as I was the person
who examined the whole
event. What happened dur-
ing the election was very
appalling. The incident
reached to that degree as
it cannot be understood
in any way. So, I would
like to say that everything
will be clear at the end of
the day. After this phrase,
there will be two more,
one on 11 January and the
other on 25 January. So,
make a judgement only
after all the phases have
completed.

Q: Senior General, tell me
your political vision, please.
What is your plan for the

post-election landscape?

¢ Hlaing casts vote
,1] 1 x :

Al

Wl

Are you going to be the
president?

A: I am the Commander-
in-Chief of the Defence
Services, and I am just a
civil servant. I can’t say
what 1 want to do or what
I wish. I am not the leader
of a political party. The
Hluttaw has the process
to elect the president dur-
ing its session. Then the
MPs will do their job, and
only at that time, it will
be appropriate to discuss
the issue.

Q: What’s your message
for the people who are still
undecided whether to vote
or not?

A: Definitely, they should
vote. If multiparty democ-
racy is accepted, an elec-
tion, which is its essence,
must be held. There must

be an election. So, people
can express their desires.
They don’t need to vote for
a person they dislike. They
can give their yes vote to
the one they support or like.
They can make their choice,
but in some cases, there
may be few choices and in
others, there can be a lot of
choices. They have the right
to vote the person in their
favour, and that’s a given. |
can assume that the one who
does not vote is a person
who does not understand
the essence of democracy
completely.
Accompanied by the
SSPC Secretary and mem-
bers of the entourage,
Acting President of the
Republic of Union of
Myanmar
See Page 13
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Chairman of State Secu-
rity and Peace Commis-

! sion Senior General Min

Aung Hlaing visited the
people who were casting

votes at the relevant poll-
ing stations in Zeyathiri,
Pyinmana, Ottarathiri, and
Pobbathiri townships, Nay
Pyi Taw Council Area, and
cordially conversed with

Vice-Senior: General Soe Win casts

avote through Myanmar: Electronic

Voting Machine (MEVM).

them.

The Senir General cor-
dially greeted members of
the observer teams from
the Russian Federation,
the People’s Republic of
China, Kazakhstan and Be-
larus, who were observing
the voting activities of the
voters at Polling Station 2,
Ywakauk Ward, Pyinmana
Township, and posed for
documentary photos with

them. 100

Phase 1 of the 2025 Mul

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

Starting from 6 am today,
Phase 1 of the 2025 Multi-
party Democracy General
Election of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar was held
simultaneously at the polling
stations in 102 townships of
the respective regions and
states.

The scene of union level
dignitaries and eligible vot-
ers going to the polls in eight
townships — Zeyathriri, Pob-

> S— —
. -3

bathiri, Zabuthiri, Pyinmana,
Leway, Ottarathiri, Dekkhi-
nathiri and Tatmadawkon
— of Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area could be seen today at
the phase 1 of the 2025 Mul-
tiparty Democracy General
Election.

Likewise, the phase 1 of
the election was held in six
townships in Kachin State,
two townships in Kayah State,
three townships in Kayin
State, two townships in Chin

A
.
y

State, 12 townships in Saga-
ing Region, four townships
in Taninthati Region, eight
townships in Bago Region,
nine townships in Magway
Region, eight townships in
Mandalay Region, five town-
ships in Mon State, three
townships in Rakhine State,
12 townships in Yangon Re-
gion, 12 townships in Shan
State and eight townships in
Ayeyawady Region, totalling
102 townships. Local nation-

Conc (R [qIeod

i

A

alities were casting votes with
Myanmar Electronic Voting
Machine (MEVM) in those
townships.

Local people from the
regions and states were Sys-
tematically casting votes, and
military officers, other ranks
and families of the military
command HQs in regions
and states were also doing the
same at the respective polling
stations systematically.

As for the voters to freely,
peacefully and conveniently
go to the polls, cars and medi-
cal teams were stationed and

voter cast a ballot.

security measures, taken at the

polling stations in advance.
As soon as the polling

booths in the compound of

the Office of the Commander-

| in-Chief (Army) were opened

at 6 am, senior military offic-
ers, and officers, other ranks
and families of the Office
and respective branches and

o Py flrcd

Ivotergivesherdstatementinglaunggyitfow nship$

departments went to the polls
systematically.

After the polling had com-
pleted, presiding officers and
members took out the results
of the control units and sys-
tematically counted all the
votes including advanced
votes in the presence of the
representatives of political
parties and election observers.

The voices that came out
from the people at the polling
stations in connection with the
election are as follows:

1. Hmawbi Township

(Female)

tiparty Democracy General
Election held in 102 townships

AL

| T T
Ty e g
KL

I hope our country will
become much better than this.
I feel joyful and satisfied to
have come and cast my vote
like this. I've dedicated my
time to come here specifically
because | wanted to vote. I
view our journey on the path
of democracy as a positive
direction. Voting with this
MEVM (Myanmar Electronic
Voting Machine) saves time
and is very fast. It's conveni-
ent for those who have dif-
ficulty writing. Moreover, the
results come out quickly and
accurately. See Page 15
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
and SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
inspects Nay Pyi Taw Rallway Station

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Chairman
of the State Security and
Peace Commission Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
accompanied by Secretary
of the Commission Gen-
eral Ye Win Oo and offi-
cials, inspected the Nay Pyi
Taw Railway Station this
morning.

First, the Senior General
and party were welcomed
by officials. The Senior
General viewed round the

diesel-electric multiple unit
(DEMU) down train at the
station from which it would
depart from Nay Pyi Taw to
Yangon, and functions of
the railway station. After
hearing the reports of of-
ficials, the Senior General
gave guidance on needs to
upgrade the platform of
the railway station, tidiness
and beautification in the
yard of the station, system-
atic movements of staff and
passengers, safety meas-
ures and other necessary
instructions.

The Senior General
visited Pobbathiri Town-
ship in a motorcade to view
round beautification pro-
cess and urban development

initiatives. 100

Senior; General
Min Aung Hlaing
inspects Nay, Pyi Taw,

Railway Station.

A free and fair multiparty democratic general election
that will pave the way for the nation’s future

&

interviews avoter. s

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

Phase I of the 2025 mul-
tiparty democratic general
election was held yesterday
morning in the respective ar-
eas, and the following are the
voices and remarks of voters
who fulfilled their civic duty
and of international election
observers.

Mr. Yerman Mukhtar
Deputy Chairman of
Election Commission of
Kazkhstan

T am Mr Yerman Mukhtar,
Deputy Chairman of the
Election Commission of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.
First of all, I would like to

express my pride and pleas-
ure that the election is being
held. From our observations,
we have seen that this elec-
tion has been organized very
well. Among the voters, we
noticed a large number of
young people, which is a
very positive sign. The Un-
ion Election Commission
showed us the electronic vot-
ing machines manufactured
in Myanmar that are being
used in the election. We have
also observed that these vot-
ing machines are being used
effectively. In addition, we
saw that conditions have been
created at polling stations

| MWD interviews a voter..-

to allow the public to vote
calmly and peacefully.
H.E. Mr. Sholban Kara-
Ool
Deputy Chairman of the
State Duma of the
Russian Federation
First of all, I would like
to express my gratitude for
the opportunity to come to
Myanmar and observe the
voting process. We are here
as part of an international
election observation group.
From the very first day of our
arrival, we were able to see
how the public votes—how
people stand in line waiting
to cast their ballots. From this

alone, it is clear that the peo-
ple are actively and genuinely
choosing their future and a
legitimate government. We
also observed the Chairman
of the State Security and
Peace Commission, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
coming to inspect and su-
pervise the process, and he
recently greeted us as well.
This shows that both the
people of Myanmar and the
country’s leaders are taking
the voting process with great
interest and enthusiasm. In
terms of my overall view of
Myanmar’s election, the peo-
ple who come to the polling

\\

MWD.mter\Jlews a voter.l

stations are making choices
for a legitimate government
and rightful leaders. We can
also see that they are casting
their votes secretly. The ar-
rangements appear to be well
organized. It is the same type
of process we have in our
own country. This will be a
genuine election, and I firmly
believe that a legitimate gov-
ernment will emerge. From
what I have observed, we
can see that many parties are
competing in the election.
The people are deciding to
vote for the parties whose
policies align with their inter-
ests. If this system continues,

itrepresents a very good path
for democracy. The enthusi-
asm of the voters shows that
they are working to ensure
their country develops in
the right and proper way.
From our perspective, the
election is being carried out
with great effort to ensure its
success. Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing is also actively
supporting the conduct of the
election. Soon, the election
will conclude, a new parlia-
ment will be formed, and the
government will be organ-
ized through the parliament.
The President will be elected,

See Page 15
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515 illegal buildings used for online scams
demolished in KK Park area
Items used in online fraudulent gambling operations continue
to be systematically incinerated and destroyed

Nay Pyi Taw December 28

The Myanmar govern-
ment is conducting opera-
tions to clear illegal build-
ings in the Shwe Kokko and
KK Park areas, which have
been primary hubs for online
scamming and gambling. A
joint task force—comprising
security forces, administra-

tive bodies, and local au-
thorities—is systematically
demolishing illegal struc-
tures and destroying seized
equipment used in these
operations. It is reported
that an additional 6 illegal
buildings in the KK Park
area were demolished today.

In today's operations

within the Myawady-Mae-
htawthalay (KK Park) Phase
(3) area, authorities demol-
ished three 4-story illegal
buildings, two 2-story build-
ings and one warehouse.
With these 6 additional
structures leveled, a total of
515 out of 635 illegal build-
ings in the KK Park area

have now been systemati-
cally demolished.
Furthermore, for build-

ings where heavy machinery ~

had already completed initial
demolition, authorities have
been using air and thermal
cutting equipment since
December 14 to ensure to-
tal destruction. Today, five

2-story buildings were fur-
ther dismantled using this
method, bringing the total
number of buildings 100%
destroyed to 66.
Additionally, equipment
used in online scamming and
gambling within the KK Park
and Shwe Kokko areas was
systematically incinerated
today to prevent any future

reuse. The Government has
declared the eradication of
online fraudulent gambling
a national duty. To ensure
that such activities can no
longer be based within My-
anmar, the government will
continue to coordinate with
domestic forces as well as
neighbouring governments.

100

The bu‘i‘ingagd destructionfofgillegalkitemsfi
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From Page 14
and these plans will continue
to be implemented. Through
this process, the people will
know whether the party they
chose is legitimate. Con-
ducting the election in this
manner primarily ensures
that the new government can
maintain the stability of the
country. From there, it can
further lead to the nation’s
development and progress,
which I strongly believe will
be possible.

H.E. Mr. Mario Jose

Armengol Campos
Vietnam-based Nica-

raguan Ambassador to
Myanmar

I am H.E. Mr. Mario
Jose Armengol Campos,
Ambassador of Nicaragua to
Myanmar, based in Vietnam.
First of all, I would like to ex-
press my pleasure and honour
for having the opportunity
to come to Myanmar and
observe the process in this
way. From our observations,
we can see that the public in
Myanmar is voting safely,
freely, and according to their
own wishes. Regarding the
Myanmar Electronic Voting
Machines, I think it is a good

idea. Using these machines
allows for faster voting and
enables results to be obtained
more quickly. We have also
observed that the election is
being conducted securely and
successfully.

Mr. Mr. Alexey Bashan,
Vice-Chairman of the Cen-
tral Election Commission of

the Republic of Belarus

"I am here to observe the
voting process. During my
observation, I have noted that
everyone coming to vote is
doing so in an orderly man-
ner. It is clear that people are
participating with great inter-

est. I am pleased to see that
those managing the process
are following the law strictly
and organizing everything
without any disruptions.
Overall, both the organizers
and the voters are doing well,
and I can see that everyone
is adhering to the prescribed
rules and regulations."

1. "Since this is my first time
voting, I feel very excited. I
am also deeply satisfied and
feel like I have fulfilled my
duty as a citizen. [ have high
hopes for a good leader who
will benefit our youth. No
matter who wins, I hope for

someone who will contribute
greatly to the country."

2. "I came from Pyinmana
to vote. This is my first time
casting a ballot. I want to
encourage all young people
who have the right to vote to
come out and do so for the
development and progress of
our nation."

3. "Using the MEVM ma-
chine makes the process
more accurate. It’s easy and
precise—you just press the
button for the party you want
and get an immediate result.
As a Bamar, I had to cast
three types of votes. I voted

for the parliamentary rep-
resentatives who I believe
will serve our country and
nation best. I feel that I have
fulfilled my responsibility
today."
4. "This is my first time
voting in the 2025 Gen-
eral Election. The process is
convenient because there is
proper privacy. I am happy
that I was able to vote for
the person of my choice. |
believe that the government
resulting from our votes will
create a better future for both
the citizens and the youth."
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2. Taunggyi Township
(Female)

I'm comfortable coming to
vote here. In the past, because
we had to tick a mark on pa-
per, there were many rejected
votes since some people didn't
know how to mark it correctly.
Now, it's very convenient be-
cause you just have to press

the button for the party you
like. It's clear that the transi-
tion to the MEVM system is
addressing previous concerns
regarding ballot errors and
accessibility for voters in
Taunggyi Township.

3. Taunggyi Township

(Male)

I'm happy to be able to

vote freely like this. Moreo-

ver, I'm glad that a govern-
ment elected by the people
will emerge. His statement re-
flects the public's positive sen-
timent toward the democratic
process and the anticipation of
a representative government.
4. Taunggyi Township
(Female)

Since I'm voting for the

first time, I'm feeling a little

excited. However, I feel satis-
fied, joyful, and happy in my
heart because I can vote for
the candidate I like in a secure
environment. This highlights
the emotional significance and
the sense of safety provided
during the electoral process
for new voters in Taunggyi
Township.
5. Taunggyi Township

(Female)

Voting is much more con-
venient than before. Moreo-
ver, because I can vote very
easily and quickly, I don't
have to wait in line for a long
time anymore. It's conveni-
ent. There're no difficulties.
I've confidence in it. It's more
secure than before. Since it's
S0 easy to vote, it's more con-

venient than in the past. As
a citizen, I'm very happy to
have the opportunity to vote
like this.

Local and foreign news
media and international elec-
tion observers witnessed and
gathered news on voters freely
casting vo