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504 illegal structures used for online scam gambling
operations systematically demolished and
destroyed in KK Park area
Equipment used for online scam gambling activities systematically
burned and destroyed

Nay Pyi Taw December 26

The Myanmar govern-
ment, in collaboration with
security forces, administra-
tive organizations, and local
authorities, has been con-
ducting clearance operations
and systematically demolish-
ing illegal structures in the
Shwe Kokko and KK Park
areas, where online scam
gambling activities are most
concentrated. The seized

ter.demolition'$er

structures demolished in the

,..# KK Park area to 504 out of a

total of 635 illegal structures.
Among the buildings in the

" KK Park area, those demol-

ished using machinery have
been further destroyed with
air and fire torches to ensure
complete destruction. This

b process began on December

14, and today, five two-story
buildings were successfully
destroyed, bringing the total
number of fully destroyed

materials used in online scam ther demolished. This brings the total number of illegal buildings to 54.

gambling processes and il-
legal structures are being
systematically destroyed.
As part of the ongoing
efforts to combat online scam
gambling, today, three illegal
four-story buildings and two
illegal two-story buildings in
Section (3) of the Myawady-
Macehtawthalay (KK Park)
area, which were used for on-

nelfraud’and gémbling activities\within

.E—quipm"'nusd'fo onli i

line scam gambling, were fur- burnediand'destroyed..

B =10
, _

Additionally, equipment
used for online scam gam-
bling in the KK Park and
Shwe Kokko areas was sys-
tematically burned and de-
stroyed today to prevent its
reuse. The government has
taken the fight against online
scam gambling as a national
duty and will continue to
work with domestic forces
and neighbouring govern-
ments to ensure that such
activities cannot take root in
Myanmar. 100

hé Shw;'vé; Kokko area

Somalia's capital Kicks off first
direct elections in over five decades

Mogadishu December 26

More than 500,000 voters
in Somalia's capital, Moga-
dishu, cast ballots on Thurs-
day in municipal elections
widely seen as a key step to-
ward the country's first direct
national elections in more
than five decades, scheduled
for 2026.

Somalia's National In-
dependent Electoral and
Boundaries Commission
(NIEBC) said some 1,604
candidates from 20 political
parties are running for 390
posts in district councils in
Mogadishu, in a vote viewed
as crucial to dismantling the

country's long-standing clan-
based political system.

The vote marks the first
direct election held in Moga-
dishu in decades. According
to the electoral body, 523
polling stations across 16
districts opened at 6:00 a.m.
local time (0300 GMT) and
are due to close at 6:00 p.m.
(1500 GMT), with results
expected on Friday.

"We are happy to an-
nounce that the local council
election of the Banadir region
officially started in designat-
ed polling stations early this
morning peacefully," NIEBC
Chairman Abdikarim Ahmed

Hassan said.

Ahead of the vote, So-
mali President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud said the municipal
elections are a milestone for
the revival of the government
and security of the capital,
urging registered voters to
exercise their constitutional
rights.

"This election is a power-
ful statement to Somalia's re-
covery and the strengthening
of the state institutions, and
clear evidence that Moga-
dishu is secure and stable,"
Mohamud said in a televised
address.

Xinhua

Russia condemns Japan's
whitewashing of militarist

Moscow December 26

Russia on Thursday con-
demned Japan's attempts
to whitewash its history of
militarist aggression and war
crimes, urging Tokyo to face
up to its past and make genu-
ine atonement to the victims.

Russian Foreign Min-
istry Spokesperson Maria
Zakharova made the re-
marks at a press briefing in
response to a question from
Xinhua regarding reports
that Japanese Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi may visit the
Yasukuni Shrine.

crimes

Zakharova pointed out
that the Yasukuni Shrine
is a symbol of Japanese
militarism, which en-
shrines Class-A Japanese
war criminals sentenced to
death by the International
Military Tribunal for the
Far East.

"It is hard for us to even
imagine how many lives
were claimed by Japanese
militarism and how it brutal-
ized civilians, but these are
all historically documented
facts," she said.

Zakharova said that Ja-

pan ought to construct a
memorial hall dedicated
to the victims of Japanese
militarism, and should "dis-
patch representatives to lay
tributes there every year, or
even more frequently, as a
way to atone for the crimes
it has committed."

Russia once again urges
Japan to abandon its at-
tempts to whitewash the
inhumane atrocities in its
history and to fully acknowl-
edge the outcomes of World
War I1, she said.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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YeU District cultivate over 1,000 acres of
onions as cold season crops

i

.:._:i;_ .I g . S

YeU December 26

YeU District Agriculture
Department stated that local
farmers have grown more
than 1,000 acres of onions
as cold season crops in YeU
District of Sagaing Region.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop season, YeU
District planned to cultivate
2,600 acres of onion. Culti-

vation began in October this
year, and reports indicate
that, to date, 1,715 acres have
been planted in YeU Town-
ship and 16 acres in Dabayin
Township, making a total of
1,731 acres.

“This winter crop season,
YeU District planned to grow
more than 2,000 acres of on-
ion. As of today, over 1,000

acres have already been
planted. We are working to
ensure the full target can be
achieved. Onion cultivation
is proceeding as usual. We
are also facilitating market
linkages so that farmers can
obtain good prices,” said
U Zaw Myint Tun, head of
the YeU District Agriculture
Department.

For the 2025-2026 winter
crop season, the district’s
planting plan includes 1,721
acres in YeU Township, 440
acres in Taze Township, and
439 acres in Dabayin Town-
ship, totalling 2,600 acres.

It is learned that the
township-level Agriculture
Departments in YeU District
have been working to support
onion farmers by helping
them connect to markets for
better prices, providing guid-

§ ance on storage techniques to

extend shelf life, promoting
GAP cultivation practices,
and ensuring production of
high-quality onions.

Onion farmers reportedly
spend around K1.8 million
per acre, with yields of about
5,000 viss per acre.

Onion cultivation is wide-
spread across the Sagaing Re-
gion, and the townships with
the largest cultivation areas
include Monywa, Yinma-
bin, ChaungU, Shwebo, and
Myinmu. 206

More than 1,000 acres of vegetables planted

Thabaung December 26

Local farmers planted
1,094 acres of vegetables
in Thabaung Township of
Ayeyawady Region this year,
said Daw Aye Aye Mu, the
head of Pathein District Ag-
riculture Department.

In this year’s winter crop
season, Thabaung Township
earmarked to cultivate 4,579
acres of vegetables. Plant-
ing began in the first week
of November, and reports
indicate that 1,094 acres of
mixed vegetables have been
planted to date.

“This year, Thabaung
Township is cultivating more
than 4,500 acres of vegetable

crops. So far, over 1,000 acres
have already been planted.
We are coordinating with
the relevant departments to
ensure that all winter crops,
including vegetables, can
be grown without difficulty.
Training has also been pro-
vided to help farmers respond
quickly if pest outbreaks oc-
cur. To meet the full planting
targets for all winter crops,
the Agriculture Department,
the Department of Industrial
Agriculture, and local farm-

ers are working together,” |

said Daw Aye Aye Mu.
To ensure successful
winter crop cultivation in

Thabaung Township this |

in Thabaung Township

year, the Township Agricul-
ture Department has carried
out advance activities such
as soil preparation guidance,
proper seed selection, cor-
rect cultivation practices,
proper usage of fertilizers and

pesticides, and techniques

to improve plant vigour and
prevent pest damage. Among
the vegetables cultivated, the
main crops include winged
bean, roselle, eggplant, yam
bean, coriander, and mustard
greens.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

More than 8,000
acres of croplands
placed under ground-
nut plantations

Phaungpyin December 26
Statistics of Mawlaik
District Agriculture Depart-
ment stated that local farm-
ers have planted8,019 acres
of groundnut as cold season
crops in Phaungpyin Town-
ship of Sagaing Region.
During the 2025-2026
winter crop season, Phaung-
pyin Township has planned
to cultivate 11,516 acres of
groundnut. Cultivation began
in October this year, and re-
ports indicate that 8,019 acres
have been planted to date.
“The township planned to
grow more than 11,000 acres
of groundnut this winter crop
season, and over 8,000 acres
have already been planted.
We are working to ensure
the full target acreage is
achieved. Groundnut cultiva-
tion is progressing success-
fully, and as an oilseed crop,
it is performing well. Year by

year, groundnut production
in the township continues to
improve,” said Daw Kywe
Kywe Hlaing, head of the
Maukmai District Agricul-
ture Department.

It is learned that farmers
in Phaungpyin Township
plant one and a half baskets
of seed per acre, and the cost
per acre including seed, la-
bour charges, fertilizers, and
pesticides exceeds K200,000.
Yields average more than 50
baskets per acre.

This year, staff members
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department have been
conducting field inspections
to support successful ground-
nut cultivation, prevent pest
and disease outbreaks, and
ensure fields are kept clear
of weeds. They are also
maintaining monitoring re-
cords as part of these field

Visits. 206

Local farmers grow more than 1,20 acres of
green gram in Myinmu Township

Myinmu December 26

According to Sagaing
District Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers planted
1,288 acres of green gram as
cold season crops in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop season, Myinmu
Township planned to cultivate
1,288 acres of green gram.
Cultivation began in October

this year, and reports confirm
that the full target of 1,288
acres has now been planted.
“This year, Myinmu
Township planned to grow
1,288 acres of green gram
during the winter crop season.
As of today, 100 percent of
the planned acreage has been
planted. We are continuing ef-
forts to ensure the full target is
met. There will be awareness
activities on expanding culti-

vation, and farmers will also
be guided to use quality, pure
seed varieties to achieve good
yields,” said Daw Myat Moe
Win, head of the Sagaing Dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

It is learned that, this year,
the Township Agriculture De-
partment has been providing
training to green gram farm-
ers on the use of quality and
locally suitable seed varieties,
seed purity, proper cultivation

techniques, pest prevention,
systematic fertilizer applica-
tion, and improving yield
performance.

During this winter crop
season, the authorities have
also been working with farm-
ers on the varieties and inputs
required to ensure good yield
and quality in pulse cultiva-
tion, including guidance on
post-harvest handling and
related technologies. 206

Katha Township
cultivates more than

24,000 acres of
sesame this year

Katha December 26
Katha District Agricul-
ture Department stated that

! | local farmers planted 24,879

acres of sesame in the town-
ship, Sagaing Region, this
year.

For the 2025-2026 win-
ter cropping season, Katha
Township planned to culti-
vate 25,050 acres of sesame,
and planting began in Octo-
ber this year. As of today,
24,879 acres have already
been planted, according to
local information.

“Katha Township
planned to cultivate more
than 25,000 acres of sesame
this winter season, and over
24,000 acres have now been
planted. Efforts are under
way to meet the full target
acreage. Sesame cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. Farmers mainly grow
sesame in the winter season
rather than the monsoon,
and as an oilseed crop, it is
performing well,” said U

Ko Lay, Head of the Katha
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department has
been providing awareness
and technical support to
sesame growers in Katha to
help them expand their cul-
tivated area; to adopt proper
cultivation methods; to ap-
ply GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices); to use quality and
pure seed varieties; and to
grow high-yielding varieties.

Crops produced un-
der the GAP system are of
higher quality than those
grown under other cultiva-
tion methods. They also
fetch better prices and have
market potential not only
domestically but also for
export. As a result, farmers
who adopt GAP practices are
expected to achieve better
incomes and improvements
in their socio-economic live-
lihoods.

206
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