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Chairman of State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets
Shan State level departmental officials and town elders

from Kengtung, dlscusses reglonal development

Nay Pyi Taw May 24

Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing met Shan
State level departmental of-
ficials and town elders from
Kengtung at the town hall of
Kengtung, Shan State (East)
this afternoon and discussed
regional development.

Present at the meeting
together with the Senior
General were Joint SAC
Secretary General Ye Win
0o, SAC member General
Nyo Saw, union ministers,
the Shan State chief minister,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, the Triangle Region
Command commander, Shan
State level departmental of-
ficials and town elders from
Kengtung, local people and
officials.

Data and information
about the area and
requirements for its

progress

Chair of administrative
division of Shan State (East)
deputy administrator of the
state U Zaw Lwin Oo re-
ported on population of the
area, progress in implement-
ing the guidance given by
the Senior General, agricul-
ture activities, cultivation of
monsoon and summer paddy
to meet the target, provi-
sion of seeders and seed to
farmers, edible oil crop cul-
tivation and oil production,

soybean and kitchen crops
cultivation and production,
cultivation and production
of other crops, corn, coffee,
tea, rubber, and exports,
land reclamation, shade tree
and windbreaker cultivation,
extension of farming activi-
ties, animal feed production
and distribution in the area,
loan disbursement and finan-
cial assistance from national
economic promotion funds
for MSME development,
anti-illicit trade campaigns,
income from local and for-
eign tourism, road transport
improvement, electricity gen-
eration and extension plans,
school enrolment activities,
matriculation examination
pass rate in 2024, opening
of agriculture, farming and
mechanical high schools,
opening of universities and
colleges, healthcare for lo-
cals, holding of various kinds
of sports events for develop-
ment of the sports sector of
the region, development of
libraries, and progress in
upgrading the Kengtung-
Loimway road.

Local elders then re-
ported on upgrading of the
existing 200-bed hospital in
Kengtung into a 300-bed one
due to the increase in popula-
tion, upgrading of Loimway
station hospital, cleanliness
and fencing of Loimway
lake. The Shan State chief
minister and state and district
level officials attended to the

needs and also presented the
requirements.

Union ministers explained
matters relating to the
reports of the local elders
and ministry-wise
undertakings

In clarifying the reports
and ministry-wise undertak-
ings, Union Minister for
Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Min Naung ex-
plained land use, abidance
of the vacant, fallow, virgin
land law in using land for
any purpose, and the need
to use land according to the
permitted prescriptions. He
said applications for land
use that meet the procedures
are permitted for the national
and regional interest. Use of
land for other purposes must
be undertaken in accord with
the farm law. Union Minister
for Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation
U Khin Maung Yi explained
the forested area of Myan-
mar, saying the country has
an abundance of bamboo
resources, but bamboo pro-
duction is declining. If Shan
State sets up bamboo-based
industries it will benefit the
nation and the region a lot.
He then explained annual
depletion of forest areas, for-
est conservation and benefits
such as favorable climate and
regional greening, decrease
in cross-border haze problem
and tripartite anti-haze co-
operation among Myanmar,

Thailand and Laos, collective
efforts for preventing stubble
burning and slash-and-burn
practices. Union Minister
for Education Dr Nyunt Pe
explained opening of basic
education schools and uni-
versities and colleges in Shan
State (East), running of basic
education and mechanical,
agriculture and farming high
schools, collective encour-
agement and support for
increasing the number of
students, portable water sup-
ply and hygienic conditions
of'schools, school enrolment,
collective involvement of
parents, people and depart-
ments for ensuring 100%
school enrolment.
Discussion on Reports and
Regional Development
Efforts

After hearing the reports,
the Senior General delivered
a speech, saying that each
time he visited the Kengtung
area, he met with officials at
the state and district levels
as well as town elders in
Shan State (East) to discuss
regional development and it
is necessary to disseminate
salient points during these
meetings down to the town-
ship level. The government
has been exerting consistent
efforts to improve the socio-
economic conditions of vari-
ous regions. It is necessary to
assign duties to experienced
doctors to upgrade the 200-
bed Kengtung General Hos-

with relevant ministries will
be undertaken to facilitate
this upgrade. Regarding the
upgrade of Loimwe Hospi-
tal, improvements had been
made to the Kengtung—Lo-
imwe road to enhance ac-
cessibility. As a result, with
easier travel the access to
the hospital becomes easier
and a review will be con-
ducted to consider upgrading
Loimwe Hospital as well
to increase the low num-
ber of patients and staff at
the hospital.

Education Must Be

Prioritized for National
Development, Starting

from Each Region

The government is ac-
tively working to improve
the education and healthcare
sectors in eastern Shan State.
For national development to
succeed, it is essential to pro-
duce a large number of edu-
cated individuals. In eastern
Shan State, school attendance
is low, and student progres-
sion between grade levels is
also limited due to language
barriers and the economic
difficulties of parents. To
ensure regional development,
itis necessary to possess edu-
cated human resources, who
can drive progress in social,
economic, administrative,
and agricultural areas. Dur-
ing my tenure, policies were
enacted to assign graduates

. T LI L T - ' y X bﬂ_ﬁ_ :
oficaisfanaonaleldezsitromengtunet & LB EEL URD L b e a
pital to a 300-bed facility.
The necessary coordination

of ethnic degree colleges to
relevant states and regions.
Due to shortages of education
personnel in some states, ef-
forts are underway to assign
staff to nearby suitable loca-
tions. During the term of the
government, it introduced
policies to promote teachers
based on their degrees and
postgraduate degrees. In bor-
der regions, many school-age
children only go to school up
to primary level and drop-
out rate is high. Therefore,
education development in
these border regions must be
prioritized. Lessons taught at
schools include not only aca-
demic subjects but also moral
education and discipline. It
is necessary for schools to
ensure that children can learn
good habits and national
disciplines at school. To pro-
mote development in eastern
Shan State, there must be an
abundance of well-educated
individuals. Teachers must
also meet high standards to
nurture competent human
resources. If these skilled
individuals can be cultivated,
they will be capable of un-
dertaking high-level respon-
sibilities and contributing to
the region’s interests.
Efforts have been made
to consult with responsible
authorities and professionals
to provide technical educa-
tion through polytechnic
programs.
See Page 13
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Chairman of State Administration Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing inspects general staff, adjutant and

quartermaste

r affairs in

Triangle Region Command

gSeniogGeneral)Vlin/AungiHlaingihearsireportsidugingihisinspectiontourgofgenerallstafrs Rdjutant andfquagtenmasterdatiaisiinklniangleiRegionlCommand

Nay Pyi Taw May 24
Chairman of the State
Administration Council

Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
accompanied by Chief of
the General Staff (Army,
Navy and Air) General Kyaw
Swa Lin, Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Admiral Htain
Win, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) General Tun Aung, and
high-ranking military officers
from the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, inspected
general staff, adjutant and
quartermaster affairs of the
Triangle Region Command

this afternoon.

First, Triangle Region
Command Commander Brig-
adier General Soe Hlaing
briefed on the current securi-
ty, territorial control, and law
enforcement measures within
the command’s jurisdiction.
He highlighted efforts to pre-
vent illegal trade along bor-
der areas, enforce the rule of
law, and combat online scams
and gambling. Additionally,
he reported on cooperation
with neighbouring countries,
security operations along the
Mekong River, border secu-
rity measures, crackdowns on
cross-border crimes, human

trafficking prevention, and
anti-narcotics operations.
He also explained that the
command also supports Tat-
madaw personnel and their
families through subsidized
agricultural projects, ensur-
ing affordable access to es-
sential goods.
Emphasis on national and
regional security
Following the briefing,
the Senior General stressed
the importance of continuous
vigilance in maintaining re-
gional and national security.
He urged military units to
successfully execute their as-
signed operational, security,

and territorial control duties.
He emphasized that combat
readiness must be maintained
at all levels, with regular
training for both individual
soldiers and units. He noted
that disciplined leadership
fosters disciplined and effec-
tive forces.

The Senior General
called for enhanced coor-
dination among command
headquarters and operational
units. Success in military op-
erations, he stated, depends
on thorough knowledge of
terrain, intelligence, logistics,
and security coordination.
With proper execution, any

operational or security chal-
lenge can be overcome.
Welfare of military per-
sonnel
Regarding welfare, the
Senior General acknowl-
edged increased funding
support and encouraged the
expansion of military-run and
manageable-scale farming
initiatives to improve liv-
ing standards for Tatmadaw
members and their families.
Commanding officers were
instructed to closely monitor
and address operational, ad-
ministrative, and livelihood
challenges faced by their
troops. While the Tatmadaw

provides basic necessities, of-
ficers must ensure disciplined
living standards and personal
development among their
personnel.

The Senior General un-
derscored the need for sol-
diers to master combat skills
and proficiently use issued
weapons with courage. Well-
trained units, he said, con-
tribute to both defence and
local development. Military
units stationed in respective
regions were encouraged to
support community devel-
opment and public welfare
initiatives to the best of their

ability. 100
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Polytechnic universities that
integrate computer and tech-
nology education have been
successfully launched. Plans
are also underway to open
Polytechnic Institutes for
those who fail to pass ma-
triculation exams. After suc-
cessfully completing the first
year, students will receive a
certificate; those who com-
plete an additional two years
will earn a diploma. These
students can then continue
their studies at Polytechnic
Universities.

Industrial, agricultural,
and technical high schools
are also being opened for
those who complete middle
school education. Through
technical education, excellent
students can be developed,
and skilled professionals will
emerge in both agriculture

and industry sectors. There-
fore, it is hoped that everyone
will work together to ensure
the success of educational en-
hancement efforts undertaken
by the state.

It is essential to work
toward the socio-economic
development of the region

In the agricultural sector,
it is essential to implement
four key methods: improv-
ing seed quality, enhancing
soil management, ensuring
efficient water usage, and
applying proper farming
techniques. Fundamental
agricultural knowledge is
currently being taught at the
high school level, specifi-
cally in Grades 10, 11, and
12. Reducing the prices of
basic food products in Shan
State (Eastern) is essential.
To achieve this, it is impor-
tant for all stakeholders to

work collaboratively to boost
production and help bring
down costs. In the Kengtung
region, it is essential to cul-
tivate sufficient quantities of
both summer and monsoon
rice while also enhancing the
quality of rice for consump-
tion. If rice production aligns
with established goals and
objectives, the region will
not only achieve food self-
sufficiency but also gener-
ate a surplus. According to
calculations, achieving the
country's crop production
targets could increase na-
tional income by more than 8
billion US dollars. Similarly,
if the full potential of mul-
tiple cropping is utilized, it
could generate an additional
revenue of approximately 14
billion US dollars. If locally
produced agricultural and
livestock products can be ex-

ported to neighboring coun-
tries, it would boost local
income and contribute to the
region's socio-economic de-
velopment. They were urged
to adopt modern cultivation
methods for locally grown
crops and focus on producing
marketable products.
Region’s abundant
bamboo resources should
be utilized to drive
regional development
Furthermore, since Shan
State (Eastern) has abundant
bamboo resources, bamboo-
related products can be pro-
duced and used for regional
economic development. For
example, products such as
bamboo pulp, bamboo-based
consumer goods, and bam-
boo-derived food items will
be produced and marketed.
Similarly, economic devel-
opment can be fostered by

boosting the production of
high-quality goods, including
rice-based products and other
locally successful agricul-
tural commodities. To sup-
port the development of the
Kengtung region, the govern-
ment is undertaking upgrades
of Kengtung, Tachileik, and
Mong Hsat airports, along
with improvements to road
infrastructure.

Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) plays a crucial role in
national development. Given
that the country's GDP lags
behind that of neighboring
nations, it is imperative to
intensify efforts to accelerate
economic growth. For the de-
velopment of the Kengtung re-
gion, it is essential that all local
residents and relevant govern-
ment officials work collabo-
ratively and make concerted
efforts. What is most important

is the active participation and
engagement of residents in
development efforts.

Access to electricity is a
fundamental requirement for
implementing development
initiatives. As the Kengtung
region already possesses
favorable conditions for
electricity generation, the
government will provide nec-
essary support should the re-
gion choose to initiate its own
power generation projects.
If all administrative bodies,
community leaders, and lo-
cal residents in the region
work together and make con-
certed efforts, lasting regional
stability and peace can be
achieved. It was reported that
such efforts would contribute
to national development, and
therefore, collective coopera-
tion from all stakeholders is

essential. 100
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Lawkatharaphu Pagoda enshrined with religious
objects in the precinct of Buddha Park (Pankwe) in
Kengtung of Shan State (East)
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Nay Pyi Taw May 24

A ceremony to enshrine
religious objects into Lawka
Tharaphu Pagoda took place
in the precinct of Buddha
Park (Pankwe) in Kengtung
of Shan State (East) this
morning, attended by mem-
bers of the Sangha led by
State Ovadacariya Presiding
Patron of Tuya Monastery
from Kengtung Aggama-
ha Ganthavacaka Pandita
Bhaddanta Pafinasami.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Chairman of
the State Administration
Council Prime Minister

]

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing and his wife Daw
Kyu Kyu Hla, Council Joint
Secretary General Ye Win
Oo and his wife, council
members and their wives,
Union ministers, the Chief
Minister of Shan State and
his wife, senior Tatmadaw
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
and their wives, the com-
mander of Triangle Region
Command, guests, officers,
other ranks, families, mem-
bers of religious association
and ethnic people.

Observation of meritori-

ous donation, Sila and
meditation
The ceremony was
opened with three-time
recitation of Namo Tassa.
The congregation led by the
Senior General and his wife
took the Nine Precepts from
the Presiding Patron of Tuya
Monastery. Laypersons of-
fered flowers, water, thread
and sand to be dubbed with
Parittas to members of the
Sangha. They also listened
to Parittas recited by mem-
bers of the Sangha.
Laypersons scattered
Paritta flowers, water, thread

and sand in the precinct of
the pagoda.

The Senior General and
his wife offered the bejew-
elled crown and religious
objects dedicated to the
Lord Buddha to venerable
Sayadaws and donated offer-
tories. The Joint Secretary,
council members, Union
ministers and attendees to
the ceremony offered alms
to members of the Sangha.

The Senior Genera, his
wife and attendees took a
sermon delivered by Pro-
Rector of Shan State Bud-
dhist University (Taung-

gyi) Saddhammaj otikadhaja
Bhaddanta Vicittabhipala
and shared merits gained.

Enshrining religious

objects

In the second-portion of
the agenda, the ceremony to
enshrine religious objects
into the pagoda followed.
The Senior General, his
wife and party took the des-
ignated places and passed
on the crown and objects
to each other and conveyed
them round the pagoda
clockwise.

Venerable Sayadaws
and laypersons went to the

freligioustobicce
reliquary. At the auspicious
time, Presiding Patron of
Siladhamma Kontha Tawya
of Kengtung Aggamaha
Saddhammajotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Kovida, called
Wazipeik Sayadaw, and the
Senior General enshrined
the bejewelled crown and
religious objects into the rel-
iquary and sprinkled scented
water on it.

Members of the Sangha
recited Jayanto Bodhiyam-
ule Gatha while laypersons
and architects closed the
reliquary.

See Page 15

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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The master of ceremo-
nies read the paper on shar-
ing merits, and he shared
merits gained and sent back
celestial beings. Then, the
ceremony ended with three-
time recitation of Buddha
Sasanam Ciram Titthatu.

The Senior General and
his wife performed rituals
of golden and silver show-

.

A A
ers to mark the successful
completion of the ceremony.
The Senior General and
party went round the pagoda
clockwise.
Opening of Siladhamma
Hospital

Furthermore, a cere-
mony to inaugurate Silad-
hamma Hospital built in
the precinct of the Buddha
Park was held. Mahadham-

ng/Hlaing healthca eser ‘(;\(”:?Sdl_)el' provided to a patient:

makathika Bahujanahita-
dhara Bhaddanta Nanasiri
explained the purpose of
opening the hospital. U Min
Nyo, the leader of Arkha
ethnic group of Kengtung
spoke words of thanks.

At the auspicious time,
the Wazipeik Sayadaw, the
Senior General and wife
opened the hospital.

The Senior General and

Senior{GeneraltMinAungiHlaingfinspectsfalthospitaliward’

his wife sprinkled scented
water on the plaque of the
hospital while the Joint
Secretary sprayed the plaque
with the scented water.

The Senior General, his
wife and party visited the
hospital. The Senior General
inspected giving healthcare
services to the people at
Siladhamma Clinic during
the period of building Si-

ladhamma Hospital, treat-
ments for outpatients from
2024 to date, construction
of the hospital with the aim
of providing healthcare ser-
vices to the ethnic people
from Pankwe Hill and sur-
rounding areas as well as to
the persons taking medita-
tion in the precinct of the
Buddha Park, pilgrims and
monks, medical treatment

for patients at the special
care units through telecon-
sultation with local and for-
eign specialists, the medical
wards and the operation
theatres and left necessary
instructions to officials.
After the ceremonies, the
Senior General, his wife and
attendees offered a lunch
meal to members of the
Sangha. 100

Labutta Township ships over 60,000
visses of baigai shells to

Pyapon May 24

Labutta Township sold
66,000 visses of baigai shells
to Yangon market in April,
said Daw Aye Moe, an owner
of fishery products trading
business in Labutta Town-
ship, Ayeyawady Region.

Labutta Township trans-
ported only 47,000 visses of
baigai shells to Yangon in
March, and from April 1 to
30, 66,000 visses of baigai
shells were sold.

“Currently, the Yangon
market is buying seafood
products from here. The price

Yangon in April

changes depending on the
freshness and cleanliness of
the baigai shells. The recent
increase in exports of baigai
shells is due to the fact that
shops selling seafood are

buying them. The main ben-
eficiaries of the increase in :

exports are fishery products

business owners and traders,” |

she said.

The price of one viss
of baigai shells sold from
Labutta Township is up to
21,000 kyats, and the good
sales and export of other
seafood products in the area,

34

in addition to baigai shells,
are creating good job op-
portunities for fishermen,

sliellss,eéh at apmarket. ™, 4

Trump threatens

potential

tariffs on

smartphones not
made in U.S.

Washington May 24

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Friday threatened
to impose tariffs on Samsung

. | and other smartphone produc-

ers, following an earlier an-
nouncement targeting Apple.
"It would be more, it

¥ | | would be also Samsung and

-y

independent traders, market
operators, traders, and truck

rental operators. KKL

Htigyaing Township plans over
1,000 acres of vegetable cultivation
this rainy season

Htigyaing May 24

More than 1,000 acres
of vegetables are set to be
planted in Htigyaing Town-
ship, Katha District, Sagaing
Region during this year's
rainy season, according to
the Department of Agricul-
ture for Htigyaing Township.

Htigyaing Township
is set to plant 1,256 acres

of vegetables during the
2025-2026 rainy season,
and the vegetable crops will
be planted starting from the
third week of May this year.

“Mustards, chili, spices,
potatoes, eggplant, and cab-
bages will be planted. We
will provide farmers with
technology to grow all veg-
etables using the GAP sys-

tem. We will provide farmers
with technology to grow all
vegetables in a healthy way
with minimal chemical resi-
dues,” said U Ko Ko Aung,
head of the Department of
Agriculture for Htigyaing
Township.

Htigyaing Township
grows a variety of vegeta-
bles according to the season

every year. The vegetables #

they grow are successful
and generate family income.
The Township Agriculture
Department will provide
farmers with training on

proper planting methods, |

pest control, and education
on the use of natural fertiliz-

ers, natural pesticides and |}
206 ||

insecticides.

anybody that makes that prod-

1 | uct. Otherwise it wouldn't be

fair," Trump told reporters at
the White House Friday af-
ternoon, when asked whether
the president has the power
to tariff one single company.

"That'll start on, I guess,
the end of June ... I think we
have that appropriately done
by the end of June," Trump
said.

Samsung is a South Ko-

rean company, with its Galaxy
series a major competitor to
Apple's iPhones.

Earlier in the day, Trump
announced on social media
that he will impose 25 percent
tariff on Apple products un-
less iPhones are made in the
United States.

"I have long ago informed
Tim Cook of Apple that I
expect their iPhone's that will
be sold in the United States of
America will be manufactured
and built in the United States,
not India, or anyplace else. If
that is not the case, a Tariff
of at least 25 percent must be
paid by Apple to the U.S.,"
Trump wrote in a post on
Truth Social.

Xinhua
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