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His Holiness Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church in
Moscow and across Russia sends message of condolence to
Myanmar’s Head of State

Russia, sent a letter of condolence to Chairman of the State sympathy for the loss of lives and the suffering endured

16-5-2025

Nay Pyi Taw May 15

Due to the severe damage, loss of life, and numerous Administration Council and Prime Minister of Myanmar by many people due to the natural disaster, as well as the
injuries caused by the powerful earthquake that struck Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. damage to the country's infrastructure. It also extends sin-
Mandalay in Myanmar, Kirill, the His Holiness Patriarch The message expresses deep sorrow upon hearing the cere wishes and prayers for strength and recovery to those

of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow and across news of the earthquake in Myanmar. It conveys heartfelt affected by the earthquake. 100

Your Excellency,

His Excellency,
Mr Min Aung Hlaing,
Prime Minister,

Republic of the Union of Myanmar,

inflicted damage on the country’s infrastructure.

Offering my heartfelt commiseration to you and all the people of the
Republic, 1 pray that those affected by the tragedy may find fortitude and

strength.
With condolences,

Dear Mr Prime Minister,
It was with sorrow that I learned of the earthquake which had hit Myanmar.
The natural disaster resulted in the death and suffering of a great many people and

Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia

+Kirill

28 March 2025

Plan underway to grow more than
4,000 acres of vegetables in Wetlet

Townshlp thls monsoon

o f‘lé-f

. r .I " ™ _: L
vegetable ﬁJJ Wetlet 'm hip')

Wetlet May 15

Statistics o Wetlet Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local authorities
earmarked 4,225 acres of
vegetables in Wetlet Town-
ship of Sagaing Region this
monsoon.

For the 2025-2026
monsoon crop season, it is
planned to cultivate 4,225
acres of vegetables in Wet-
let Township. According to

reports, the planting of these
vegetable crops will begin
in the third week of May
this year.

"This year, during the
monsoon crop season, over
4,000 acres of vegetables
are planned for cultivation in
Wetlet Township. Efforts will
be made to ensure the tar-
get acreage is fully planted.
The crops include mustard,
chilli, spices, potato, cab-

bage, eggplant, cauliflower,
Chinese cabbage, and various
herbs. All vegetables will be
cultivated using the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
system, and farmers will
be provided with technical
support. Farmers will also
be trained to use minimal
chemical residues to ensure
the crops are healthy and
safe for consumption," said
Daw Kyin San, the Head of

Wetlet Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Wet-
let Township Agriculture
Department will provide
training to vegetable farm-
ers on the GAP cultivation
system. They will also of-
fer technical assistance to
ensure the vegetables har-
vested are health-compli-
ant and encourage farmers
to expand their vegetable
cultivation.

In Wetlet Township, a
variety of vegetables are
cultivated seasonally each
year. These crops have been
successful and contribute to
household income. The town-
ship agriculture department
will also provide farmers
with knowledge about proper
cultivation methods, pest
control, the use of organic
fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and repellents. 206

Israeli airstrikes Kkill at least 80 in Gaza,
cancer hospital knocked out of service

Gaza May 15

At least 80 Palestinians
were killed and dozens of
others wounded in Israeli
airstrikes across Gaza on
Thursday, said Palestinian
medical sources.

The Nasser Hospital in
Khan Younis reported that
54 people, including women
and children, were killed in
strikes on the southern city,
according to a press state-

ment.

According to Gaza-based
health authorities, the Gaza
European Hospital, the only
hospital providing medical
follow-up care to cancer
patients in the enclave, was
out of service due to recent
Israeli attacks.

The Israeli attacks
"caused significant damage
to infrastructure, such as sew-
age lines, damage to internal

departments, and destruction
ofroads leading to the hospi-
tal," the authorities said in a
press statement.
Meanwhile, medical
sources told Xinhua that 26
others were killed in Israeli
airstrikes on Gaza City and
other areas in northern Gaza.
The airstrikes came after
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu warned Tues-
day that the Israeli military

would enter Gaza "with full
force" in the coming days to
press forward with efforts to
defeat Hamas.

Israel resumed large-
scale military operations in
Gaza on March 18, ending a
two-month ceasefire. Since

then, 2,876 Palestinians have | §

been killed and more than

7,800 injured, according to

health officials in Gaza.
Xinhua

Feature: U.S.
homebuilders feel
tariffs pain as costs

keep rising

Los Angeles May 15

Just over a month after
the U.S. administration im-
posed sweeping tariffs on
its trading partners, David
Truong, manager of the Dui-
Dui Construction in Los An-
geles, California, is already
grappling with rising costs.

"The price of almost all
building materials has con-
tinued to climb in recent
months," Truong said in
an interview with Xinhua.
"Building new homes is get-
ting more expensive by the
day."

Truong offered a firsthand
look at a construction site in
Temple City, Los Angeles
County, where the impacts
of the tariffs are evident. A
faucet, for example, once
costaround 160 U.S. dollars,
but now retails for at least
200 dollars. A steel-framed
window, previously priced
just over 300, now sells for
over 370.

Lighting costs have seen
some of the sharpest in-
creases. "An LED recessed
light, which used to sell for
12 to 15 dollars, now costs
around 30 dollars," he said.
"This house needs more than
20 of them, so we're looking
at an extra 300 to 400 dollars
just for lighting."

According to April's data
from the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders
(NAHB), one of the larg-
est trade associations in the
country, a recent surge in
tariffs is driving up the cost
of building a new home in
the United States by nearly
11,000 U.S. dollars.

"Tariff-induced disrup-
tions are making it harder
for builders to price homes
accurately and make crucial
business decisions," Robert
Dietz, NAHB chief econo-
mist, said in a news release
in April.
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Farmers finish cultivation of more than
4,000 acres of summer paddy in
Sagaing Township

Sagaing May 15

A total of 4,239 acres
of summer paddy has been
planted in Sagaing Township
of Sagaing Region, accord-
ing to the Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department.

So far, local farmers have
planted 4,239 acres of sum-
mer paddy against the target

of 4,350 acres in Sagaing
Township in 2024-25 sum-
mer cultivation season.

In Sagaing Township,
for this year's summer crop
season, a total of 4,350 acres
were designated for summer
paddy cultivation. Of this,
4,239 acres of croplands
have already been planted.

Efforts are ongoing to en-
sure the full target acreage
is cultivated.

U Myo Thant Aung, head
of the Sagaing Township
Agriculture Department,
stated that farmers are being
supported with agricultural
techniques, awareness pro-
grams to prevent pest infes-

tations, guidance to avoid
crop damage and loss, and
timely information to ensure
harvested paddy is properly
stored under cover.

To help farmers increase
yield per acre and meet
production targets, the de-
partment is distributing qual-
ity and pure seeds, shar-
ing educational pamphlets,
conducting farmer training
and awareness discussions,
and ensuring timely access
to necessary inputs.

Additionally, veteran
farmers are being encouraged

! to prepare in advance for the
' timely planting of summer

paddy and other crops after
harvesting monsoon paddy
and other seasonal crops. The
Agriculture Department has
advised them to follow pest
and disease prevention guide-
lines, replenish soil nutrients,
and collect high-quality seeds
ahead of time in coordination

with the department. 206

Public

and robbing.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called

CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-
ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-

ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and
killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

YeU Township plans to grow more than
10,000 acres of peanut in coming monsoon

YeU May 15

According to the YeU
District Agriculture Depart-
ment, local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of more
than 10,000 acres of peanut
in coming monsoon in YeU
Township of Sagaing Region.

The authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 11,329
acres of monsoon peanut in
the township in 2025-26 cul-
tivation season. At present,

local farmers are prepar-
ing lands for cultivation of
peanut.

"This year, during the
monsoon crop season, more
than 10,000 acres of peanuts
are planned to be cultivated
in YeU Township," said Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
Head U Zaw Myint Tun.
"Peanut cultivation is cur-
rently being carried out this
month. Efforts will also be

made to ensure the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
As an oil crop, peanuts are
in a successful position, and
peanut cultivation has been
improving year by year."

In YeU Township, one
and a half baskets of seeds are
required per acre for peanut
cultivation. The cost per acre,
including seed costs, labor,
fertilizers, and pesticides,
is over 200,000 kyats. It is

reported that over 50 bas-
kets of yield per acre can be
harvested.

This year, to ensure the
success of the peanut farms
in YeU Township, and to
prevent pest infestations and
weed growth, staff from
the Township Agriculture
Department will inspect
the fields, record findings,
and provide necessary
support. 206

Farmers plan to grow more than

46,000 acres of peanut in monsoon
in KhinU Township

KhinU May 15

Statistics of KhinU
Township Agriculture De-
partment mentioned that
more than 46,000 acres of
peanut will be grown in
KhinU Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

For the 2025-2026
monsoon crop season,
it is planned to cultivate
46,826 acres of peanuts
in KhinU Township. Cur-
rently, land preparation is

underway to enable peanut
cultivation.

"This year, over 46,000
acres of peanut crops are
planned to be cultivated
in KhinU Township dur-
ing the monsoon planting
season. Preparations are
ongoing to begin planting
within this month. We will
continue working to meet
the targeted acreage. As
an oil crop, peanuts are in
a favorable condition and

peanut cultivation has been
increasing year over year,"
said U Nay Win Naing,
Head of the Department
of Agriculture in KhinU
Township.

In KhinU Township,
peanut cultivation requires
1.5 baskets of seeds per acre,
with an estimated cost of
over K200,000 per acre, in-
cluding expenses for seeds,
labour, fertilizer, and pes-
ticides. It is reported that

each acre can yield over 50
baskets.

This year, to ensure the
success of peanut fields
in KhinU Township, ag-
ricultural staff from the
township’s Department of
Agriculture will conduct
field inspections to monitor
for pest and disease infesta-
tions and ensure weed-free
conditions. Records will
be maintained during these
field visits. 206

Farmers to grow
more than 1,000 acres
of vegetables in
coming monsoon
in Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu May 15

Arrangements are being
made to grow more than
1,000 acres of vegetables
in Kanbalu Township of
Sagaing Region in coming
monsoon, according to the
township Agriculture De-
partment.

For the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, a total
of 1,963 acres have been
designated for the cultiva-
tion of vegetables and leafy
greens in Kanbalu Town-
ship. According to sourc-
es, the planting will begin
in the third week of May
this year.

"This year, during the
monsoon crop season, we
have planned to cultivate
over 1,000 acres of veg-
etables in Kanbalu Town-
ship. Efforts will be made
to ensure the planned acre-
age is fully cultivated. The
crops include mustard, chilli,
spices, potato, cabbage, egg-
plant, cauliflower, Chinese
cabbage, and bottle gourd.
All vegetable cultivation
will be guided under the
GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system, and tech-

nical assistance will be pro-
vided to farmers.

Farmers will be trained
to grow vegetables with min-
imal chemical residue, en-
suring the crops are healthy
and safe for consumption,”
said U Myo Zaw, Head of
the Township Agriculture
Department in Kanbalu.

This year, the Town-
ship Agriculture Department
will provide technical train-
ing to farmers in Kanbalu
Township on implementing
the GAP system, includ-
ing guidance to ensure the
harvested vegetables meet
health standards. The de-
partment will also work to
help farmers expand their
vegetable cultivation.

In Kanbalu Township, a
variety of seasonal vegeta-
bles are grown each year.
These crops have been suc-
cessful and provide income
for families. The Township
Agriculture Department will
continue to educate vegeta-
ble farmers on proper culti-
vation techniques, pest con-
trol, and the use of natural
fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and repellents. 206
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