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(Tatmadaw News)
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32 PDF members, six family members, totalling 38 return
to legal fold along with arms and ammunition, due to
abhorrence of terror acts and desire to live in peacefully

= =

PDF members from Satau

ng al-'ea of _Sagaiﬁg Region

who

returned t the légal

fold seen in a group photo together with arms and ammunition.

Nay Pyi Taw September 24

Under the guidance of the
government, the Tatmadaw
has consistently prioritized
efforts to maintain peace
and stability in the country.
Accordingly, it has achieved
successes in Counter-Terror-
ism Operations, retaken and
brought under control, one
after another, areas that had
been temporarily controlled
by terrorists, and fully reo-
pened communication routes.
As aresult, the terrorists have
become increasingly demor-
alized and are no longer able
to mount resistance. As time
has passed, conflicts have
also emerged among them
over territorial control and
the allocation of shares based
on self-interest, including
acts of bullying, oppression
and killings among them-
selves.

In addition, members
of Local PDF groups that
are not under the control of
the NUG and CRPH terror-
ist groups have reportedly
been subjected to unilateral
discrimination and bullying,
while PDF groups under their

control have allegedly been
forcibly sent to operational
areas as proxies for ethnic
armed terrorist groups, made
to use narcotic drugs and
fight in suicide missions,
and exploited for their own
interests. Furthermore, some
members of PDF groups and

ethnic armed organizations |

have reportedly come to
despise acts of terrorism that

cause loss of life and damage [

to the homes and property
of ethnic people, and have
wished to live, work, earn a
living and pursue education
peacefully. They have also

wished to reunite with their |

families and live and work
freely under the protection
of the law following the
government’s legal measures
and welcoming policy. As
the relevant authorities have
made arrangements to ensure
their security and enable
them to live and work freely
among the public after enter-
ing the legal fold, and as they
have come to understand the
peace efforts of the State and
the Tatmadaw, members of
PDF groups and ethnic armed

— o —

A returnee to the legal fold gives an interview.

groups have been report-
ing to nearby military units,
camps and security outposts
and entering the legal fold
together with their arms and
ammunition.

A total of 23 male mem-

+ g0 he R

bers from Local PDF ter-
rorist group, three women
from their families, six males
and trhee females from Sa-
taung PDF terrorist group
and three women from their
families, totalling 29 male
and three female PDF mem-
bers and six women from
their families contacted the
nearby local military camp
and returned to the legal fold,
bringing along with 13 as-

of so-called PDF groups

sorted firearms, ammunition
and related equipment on
22 September.

The members of the so-
called PDF groups who have
entered the legal fold report-
edly did so because they had
become dissatisfied with car-
rying out terror acts and had
come to realize that, although
they had taken up arms in
the name of political causes,
they themselves had become
involved in violent activi-
ties. They also reportedly
cited alleged bullying and
discriminatory treatment by

N the NUG and CRPH, internal

hierarchies involving abuse,
oppression, killings and sex-
ual violence among mem-
bers, and the hardship and
poor living conditions they
experienced. They further
said that the NUG, CRPH and
ethnic armed organizations
had forcibly sent members

aF,

necessary assistance and
support, healthcare services,
and arrangements to facilitate
administrative matters.

The government contin-
ues to keep its doors open
and invite those who have
become involved in terrorist
groups, including so-called
PDF groups, for various
reasons to return to the legal
fold. Those who return to
the legal fold are welcomed,
provided with necessary as-
sistance and support, and
systematically handed back
to their parents or guardians.
There are still more individu-
als who wish to return to the
legal fold. Those wishing to
return to the legal fold and
work together with the gov-
ernment and the Tatmadaw
for the benefit of the country
and their respective commu-
nities are urged to promptly
contact and report to the
nearest district or township

Ty

to operational areas, made
them use narcotic drugs and
engage in suicide attacks, and
exploited them for their own
interests. So, they returned to
the legal framework.
Officials from the lo-
cal military unit in Sagaing
warmly welcomed the mem-
bers of the so-called PDF
groups and their family mem-
bers who entered the legal
fold. They are also providing

o

A returnee to the legal fold gives an interview.

Arms and ammunition in addition to related accessories taken by those who returned to the legal fold.

administrative bodies, mili-
tary camps or police stations.
Those who make such con-
tact and report their intention
to return will be welcomed
and provided with the neces-
sary assistance and support.
Appropriate cash rewards are
also being provided for arms
and ammunition.

The voices of those who
have returned to the legal fold
were also heard as follows:-

1. "In early June 2022, 1
attended military training in
Wetlet Township after being
persuaded by a friend. Upon
returning from the training,
I formed the Yoma Col-
umn alongside ten comrades.
From the moment the Yoma
Column was established,
terrorist groups such as the
NUG and CRPH discrimi-
nated against, bullied, and
oppressed us because our lo-
cal PDF group was not under
their command. Ethnic armed
organizations also treated us
as disposable forces simply
because we were PDF, for-
cibly sending us into opera-
tional areas, compelling us
to use drugs, and forcing us
to fight in suicide missions.
Over these four years, as we
came to realize the truth, we
contacted the Tatmadaw and
surrendered. Upon our return
to the legal fold, the Tat-
madaw arranged food, drink,

and accommodation for us,
leaving us with no unmet
needs. [ warmly welcome any
younger brothers, sisters, and
relatives who wish to follow
in our footsteps."

2. "Inearly 2025, I joined
the group after being enticed
and persuaded by my friends,
and I ended up completing
their training courses as a
result of their influence.

See Page 13

A returnee to the legal fold gives an interview.
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Shwebo District to plant more than
6,500 acres of sunflower

This photo captures a thriving sunflower plantation.

Shwebo September 24

Shwebo District Agricul-
ture Department stated that
local farmers will grow 6,500
acres of sunflower as cold sea-
son crops in Shwebo District
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the upcoming
2026-2027 cold-season crop
cultivation period, Shwebo

District has set a target of 6,500
acres for sunflower cultivation.
The township-wise targets are
425 acres in Shwebo Town-
ship, 1,507 acres in KhinU
Township, 4,433 acres in Wet-
let Township and 135 acres in
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township,
according to reports.

“This year, during the

upcoming cold-season crop
cultivation period in Shwebo
District, a target has been set
to grow sunflower on 6,500
acres. Measures will be taken
to ensure that the cultivation
target is met. We will promote
the expansion of sunflower
cultivation, as it is an oilseed
crop, in order to reduce reli-

ance on imported palm oil.
Sunflower produces more oil
per acre than other oilseed
crops such as groundnut and
sesame. Sunflower is culti-

y vated only during the cold

season,” said Daw Zar Zar
Min, Assistant Director of the

& Shwebo District Department

of Agriculture.

To expand sunflower cul-
tivation in Shwebo District,
the respective Township De-
partments of Agriculture will

| intensify farmer education

and training programmes.
Training will also be stepped
up to enhance the capacity
of staff and farmers who will
grow sunflower, according
to reports.

This year, arrangements
have been made to provide
seeds to sunflower growers
in Shwebo District and to
sell urea fertilizer at afford-
able prices. Sunflower seeds
produced locally will also
be distributed through farm-
er-to-farmer seed exchange

systems. 206

( Local and International News)

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called

CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-

ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-
ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and
killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

NASA, SpaceX target
Oct. 1 for Crew-13
launch to space station

Hnanka rice sells well at domestic
market in Kyangin

Kyangin September 24

Hnanka variety of rice
is in high demand at the
domestic market in Kyangin
Township of Ayeyawady
Region, said Daw Moe Moe
Aye, the rice and paddy
trader in Kyangin Township.

In the rice and paddy
trading market in Kyangin
Township, trading of Hnan-
ka rice has been brisk from
the second week of Septem-

ber this year to date, with
450 to 900 24-pyi bags being
traded per day. The increase
in demand for Hnanka rice
is attributed to stronger de-
mand from the local market,
according to reports.
“Currently, Hnanka rice
is in higher demand in the lo-
cal market than other types of
rice. Demand has increased
since around the second
week of September. Hnanka

rice is also in demand in the
domestic market, resulting in
increased trading. Domestic
demand has risen because
businesses related to the do-
mestic rice milling industry
have resumed operations.
The improvement in rice
trading has particularly ben-
efited those who have stored
rice and paddy,” said Daw
Moe Moe Aye.

In the rice and paddy

trading market in Kyangin
Township, a 24-pyi bag of
Hnanka rice, which is cur-
rently seeing brisk trade,
is fetching up to K90,000.
The increased demand for
Hnanka rice has also created
employment opportunities
for rice and paddy storage
operators, traders, cargo
truck operators and manual
workers.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Los Angeles September 24
NASA and SpaceX are
targeting Oct. 1 as the ear-
liest launch opportunity for
the Crew-13 mission to the
International Space Station,
NASA said Tuesday.
SpaceX's Dragon space-
craft and Falcon 9 rocket
are scheduled to lift off
from Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Florida,
according to NASA. The
crew is expected to reach
the space station in less than
nine hours after launch.

ca Watkins and Luke Dela-
ney will serve as spacecraft
commander and pilot, re-
spectively. Canadian Space
Agency astronaut Joshua
Kutryk and Roscosmos
cosmonaut Sergey Teteryat-
nikov will serve as mission
specialists.

Crew-13 is the 13"
crew rotation mission of
SpaceX's human space
transportation system and
the company's 14th crewed
flight to the space station
through NASA's Commer-

NASA astronauts Jessi- cial Crew Program. Xinhua

Groundnut from over 17,000 acres of
croplands harvested in Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu September 24

Local farmers have har-
vested more than 17,000
acres of groundnut in Kan-
balu Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

Kanbalu Township
has planted 62,419 acres
of groundnut during this
year’s monsoon crop season.
Harvesting of the ground-
nut fields began in August,
and 17,810 acres had been

harvested as of today, with
an average yield of 52.29
baskets per acre, according
to reports.

“We were able to plant up
t0 62,419 acres of groundnut
in Kanbalu Township during
this year’s monsoon crop
season. The groundnut fields
that have been planted are
currently being harvested.
More than 17,000 acres
have been harvested as of
today. We were able to plant
more acres than the target.

Groundnut cultivation has
been successful and pro-
ductive. As an oilseed crop,
groundnut is performing
well. Groundnut cultiva-
tion has been increasing
year by year,” said U Myo
Myint, head of the Kanbalu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Kanbalu Township,
one and a half baskets of
seed are required to plant
one acre of groundnut. The
total cost, including seed,

labour, fertilizer and pesti-
cides, is more than 200,000
kyats per acre. An average
yield of more than 50 bas-
kets per acre is obtained.
To ensure successful
growth of the groundnut
crops, prevent pest and dis-
case outbreaks, and keep the
fields free of weeds, staff
from the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture con-
ducted field inspections and
surveillance activities in the
groundnut plantations. 206

From Page 12
Because our group was not under their direct command,
terrorist organizations like the NUG and CRPH subjected
us to torture, abuse, and one-sided bullying. Driven by this
oppressive behavior, we returned to the legal fold with the
Tatmadaw. Upon our surrender, the Tatmadaw welcomed
us like family and provided for all our food, clothing, and
living needs. I therefore encourage all remaining members
of these groups to come forward and return to the legal fold."
3. "I made contact with PDF groups in early 2025 and
began military training. After completing the training, I car-
ried out military operations around Sartaung. I was also in-
volved in inspecting cargo trucks and extorting money from
travelers along the Sagaing-Shwebo highway, handing over
the collected funds to higher-ups. Under their orders, I set off
landmines and carried out bombings intended to instill fear
in the public. Ethnic armed organizations forcibly deployed
PDF members to operational areas, compelling them to use
drugs before sending them into battle. They exploited us for
their own self-interest while forcing us to fight on the front
lines. Disliking their actions, | established contact with the
Tatmadaw and surrendered. Upon returning to the legal fold,
the Tatmadaw arranged our living conditions, food, and ac-
commodation, while also awarding us monetary rewards. |
warmly welcome any younger brothers and sisters who wish
to return to the legal fold next." 100
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