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24-9-2026

Nay Pyi Taw September 23

The National-Level Nu-
clear Energy Implementation
Steering Committee held a
meeting at the meeting hall of
the President’s Office in Nay
Pyi Taw this afternoon, with
an address by Chairman of the
Steering Committee President
U Min Aung Hlaing.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Steering Committee
member Union ministers and
deputy ministers, and officials.

In his opening address, the
President said that the meeting
held today is aimed at setting
out the vision, procedures,
necessary instructions and
guidelines for implementing
Myanmar’s nuclear energy pro-
grammes and projects, as well
as establishing international
and regional partnerships and
cooperation for the peaceful use
of nuclear energy. In particular,
as the nuclear energy sector is
a matter of national interest,
it is not the responsibility of
a single ministry but a major
long-term project that requires
cooperation at the national
level. Therefore, the role of the
Steering Committee is of great
importance.

In today’s world, energy
security — encompassing ad-
equate, stable and sustainable
energy supplies — has become
a fundamental requirement for
acountry’s economic and social
development. Reliable energy
sources are also needed in the
long term to promote industrial
development, facilitate the use

-
President U Min Aung Hlaing, who chairs National-Level Nuclear Energy Implementation Steering Committee,
delivers an address at the Steering Committee, meeting.

of modern technologies and im-
prove the socioeconomic well-
being of the people. Therefore,
under such circumstances, the
peaceful use of nuclear energy
and nuclear technologies is a
special sector that should be
taken into consideration in pro-
moting national development.

Myanmar has not only re-
cently begun studying nuclear
technology. In 1954, the Union
of Burma Applied Research
Institute (UBARI) was estab-
lished to conduct research and
development in science and
technology. Under UBARI, the
Atomic Energy Centre (AEC/
UBAEC) was established in
1955 with a long-term vision
and ambitious objectives for
the country, particularly to
promote the peaceful use of
atomic energy.

Myanmar participated in
the International Conference
on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic
Energy held in 1955 and be-
came a member of the IAEA
when it was established in
1957. Evidence shows that,
between 1956 and 1962, ex-
perts were sent to domestic and
overseas training programmes
and scholarship programmes
to develop human resources in
nuclear science and technology.
Research related to atomic en-
ergy was also conducted in the
fields of agriculture, healthcare
and environmental affairs. In
particular, he recounted that in
the agricultural sector, rice mu-
tation breeding technology and
the Shwe Wah Tun rice variety

@R

were developed through the ap-
plication of nuclear technology.

In today’s world, many
countries are refocusing on the
role of nuclear energy in ensur-
ing energy security, meeting
growing electricity demand
and reducing carbon emis-
sions. Myanmar also needs to
systematically study and assess
the role of nuclear energy in
meeting the country’s long-
term energy needs.

Myanmar needs to system-
atically formulate and imple-
ment appropriate long-term
energy policies by making ef-
fective use of available energy
resources to meet current and
growing electricity demand in
the coming years and ensure
long-term energy security. My-
anmar’s energy policy should
be based not on reliance on a
single energy source but on a
mixed-energy approach that
combines renewable energy,
natural gas and other energy
sources. In this regard, nuclear
energy is an option that should
be studied and assessed for
ensuring a stable electricity
supply and long-term energy
security. Electricity generation
from nuclear energy is among
the sources with the lowest
greenhouse gas emissions. As
it is not dependent on weather
conditions, nuclear power can
provide a stable electricity
supply around the clock, while
also requiring relatively little
land for power plants. These are
among its advantages. There-
fore, electricity generation

based on small modular reactor
(SMR) nuclear technology has
been included in plans to meet
Myanmar’s electricity needs.

Furthermore, nuclear tech-
nology is not solely for elec-
tricity generation, but can also
be applied peacefully across
the healthcare, agricultural,
food and food safety, indus-
trial, research, and science and
technology sectors. Therefore,
when harnessing nuclear ener-
gy and technology for national
interests, it is essential to bear
in mind that the focus must
not be solely on technological
acquisition; safety, security,
international safeguards, and
regulatory frameworks must
be simultaneously taken into
account. In implementing the
peaceful use of nuclear energy,
priority must be given to the
"3Ss"—Safety, Security, and
Safeguards—along with the
firm maintenance of fundamen-
tal principles.

When implementing the
nuclear energy sector at the
national level in this manner,
cooperation with international
organizations, particularly the
International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), is also vital.
In order to operate in compli-
ance with international stand-
ards and safety best practices,
emphasis must be placed on
technical cooperation, expert
exchanges, and human resource
development.

Regarding ongoing activi-
ties in Myanmar, work is being
carried out within the IJAEA

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at the meeting of

National-Level Nuclear Energy Implementatlon Steering Committee

framework for the peaceful
utilization of atomic energy.
Under bilateral agreements
with the State Atomic Energy
Corporation ROSATOM of'the
Russian Federation aimed at
developing nuclear technology,
advancing human resources,
and fostering positive public

" perception regarding nuclear

technology in Myanmar, the
country is collaborating with

§ the Russian Federation to har-

ness atomic energy for peace-
ful purposes and to generate
electricity using Small Modular
Reactor (SMR) technology.

In cooperation with RO-
SATOM, Science Festivals
have been held annually since
2023 at the Nuclear Technology
Information Center (NTIC) and
Yangon Technological Uni-
versity (YTU). In 2025, it was
also organized at the National
State Polytechnics University
(NSPU) in addition to NTIC
and YTU. This year's Science
Festival is scheduled to take
place in early December. To
build positive public percep-
tion toward nuclear energy,
international conferences and
exhibitions on nuclear tech-
nology, workshops, lectures,
paper reading sessions, science
festivals, science and tech-
nology meetings, and media
awareness discussions have
been continually organized at
the Nuclear Technology Infor-
mation Center in collaboration
with ROSATOM of the Rus-
sian Federation.

At today’s meeting, it is
necessary to focus discussions
on setting forthcoming ac-
tion plans, strengthening inter-
ministerial and inter-agency
coordination, advancing human
resource development and in-
ternational cooperation, as well
as outlining the future roadmap
and action plan. Relevant de-
partments and organizations
are urged to clearly define
their sector-specific roles and
responsibilities while coordi-
nating and collaborating closely
with one another. Above all, it
is essential to implement the
programme systematically in
line with international stand-
ards, based on ensuring national
interest, public benefit, and safe
and secure utilization.

As today marks the inau-
gural meeting of the steering
committee, relevant depart-
ments are instructed to discuss,
coordinate, and present the
measures to be undertaken go-
ing forward.

Next, Dr. Myo Thein Kyaw,
Secretary of the National Steer-
ing Committee on Nuclear
Energy Implementation and
Union Minister for Science and
Technology, presented brief-
ings on the implementation of
nuclear energy activities.

Following this, Union Min-
isters serving as committee
members presented briefings
on the ongoing operational
status of their respective sub-
committees.

In his concluding remarks,
the President noted that the
thorough discussions conduct-
ed by the relevant departments
at today’s meeting of the Na-
tional Steering Committee
on Nuclear Energy Imple-
mentation were commend-
able, adding that the upcoming
tasks are believed to be well
understood. He stressed that
the foundation of the nuclear
energy programme must be the
national interest; regardless of
which country's technology is
adopted or which international
partners are engaged, priority
must be given to evaluating
compatibility with Myanmar’s
long-term energy requirements,
economic conditions, technical
capacity, human resources, and
security situation.

Given the current context
of Myanmar’s nuclear energy
development journey, it is nec-
essary to study the experiences
of other nations while remain-
ing mindful of what does not
fit the domestic context. As
this process serves the na-
tional interest, the ministries
entrusted with National Nuclear
Infrastructure Development
are to carry out their respec-
tive responsibilities in stages.
Therefore, starting from today’s
meeting, relevant ministries, the
steering committee, experts,
and all international partners
are urged to coordinate closely
to ensure the designated tasks
are implemented in a timely and
high-quality manner, before
concluding the meeting. MNA

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NU
lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.

G”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the




President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing meets Nay Pyi Taw Council chairman

region/state chief ministers.

Nay Pyi Taw September 23

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing met the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair-
man and region/state chief
ministers at the meeting hall
of the Presidential Office this
morning.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Vice President
U Nyo Saw, union ministers
and officials.

In his address, the Presi-
dent said the government in
office has been performing
State duties for six months.
As an clected government,
it should continuously strive
for national peace and stabil-
ity, and development of the
socioeconomic life of the
people including education
and health by using its good
experiences in accord with the
State policies.

Officials must address the
rising cost of commodities
through concrete measures
and decisive action within
their respective jurisdictions.
They must extend agricultural
activities through systematic
calculation based on the lo-
cal demand to ensure food
sufficiency in their regions.
Here, the main requirement is
constructive action. In order to
conduct farming for regional
food sufficiency, it is neces-
sary to systematically super-
vise and regulate the misuse
of land for other purposes

without proper utilization, in
accordance with laws, rules,
and regulations.

Every region has its own
inspection gates to conduct
security checks and to com-
bat illicit trade. There is a
misuse of authority at certain
checkpoints under the guise
of security. As a result, the
flow of illicit goods continues,
leading to the rising commod-
ity prices that the people are
currently facing. Those cases
must be effectively addressed,
and severe legal action must
be taken against all offenders.

Target yield for the crops
has been set through years of
thorough research and careful
calculations in comparison to
international practices based
on the situation of soil and
climate all across the country.
The country will have enough
cooking oil for its domestic
consumption if edible oil
crops meet the set target.
But in reality, the target was
never met, and oil crops are
being used as food, instead of
turning them into oil. Moreo-
ver, the country is exporting
groundnut and sesame as
raw materials. If the country
actively cultivates oil crops
to meet the targets to ensure
domestic oil self-sufficiency,
it will be able to reduce an-
nual cooking oil imports to a
large degree.

Myanmar grows sesame,
sunflower, groundnut, soy-
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at a meeting with the Nay Pyi Taw Council chairman and

bean and oil palm as main
oil crops. If oil crops can be
cultivated and produced with
genuine success and viability,
the domestic demand can be
fulfilled to a large degree.
Although a lot of land was
allowed in Taninthayi Region,
oil palm cultivation still has
many weaknesses. Success of
oil palm cultivation in Tanin-
thayi Region will ensure oil
sufficiency in the region itself
and other areas including Mon
and Kayin states.

Systematic application of
the four main means—seed,
soil, water, and method—are
the driving force for success
of agriculture. Here, contract
farming can be adopted. But
a cooperative system that will
serve the individual interest
of farmers and that suits the
Myanmar tradition will be
more appropriate. The State is
disbursing agricultural loans
for cooperative farming in
accord with the set rules.

Correct statistics are re-
quired for development of
mixed-cropping, which also
calls for timely cultivation
of crops at the appropriate
season and on a proper type
of soil.

He stated that tax exemp-
tions have been granted for
imported chemical fertilizers
to ensure an adequate supply
essential for agricultural op-
erations. He noted that beyond
applying necessary chemical

fertilizers during soil prepa-
ration, bio-fertilizers derived
from livestock waste and
natural green manures, such
as sunn hemp and Sesbania
can also be utilized. He em-
phasized that the government
is actively working to guaran-
tee sufficient irrigation water,
while farmers are urged to
adhere to standardized plant-
ing densities for full crop
coverage. He highlighted
that as the state continues to
provide necessary support to
advance the agricultural sec-
tor, individual farmers must
likewise strive to maximize
per-acre yields.

He also stated that educa-
tion is crucial for national
development, which is why
the government is prioritiz-
ing the elevation of national
educational standards, and
he urged regional and state
officials to actively support
this effort. Upon assuming
state responsibilities in 2021,
efforts were initiated to imple-
ment a compulsory education
system up to KG+9 to raise
educational achievements.
He emphasized the need for
regions and states to system-
atically compile educational
surveys and conduct con-
tinuous research and analysis,
strongly urging officials to
ensure that all school-aged
children attend school and
that grade transition rates
improve. Raising educational

hief ministers

standards and driving national
economic development are
interconnected, as economic
strength enables parents to
better support their children's
education and improves grade
transition rates, calling on
Chief Ministers to make dedi-
cated, collaborative efforts to
strengthen local economies
and advance education.

Then, he stated that the
operation of libraries aims
to provide access to both
knowledge-based and liter-
ary books and periodicals,
noting that the state will pro-
vide monthly supplies of
required literature to libraries
in universities, colleges, and
basic education schools. He
emphasized that while it is
essential to ensure students
truly master their grade-level
academic subjects, respon-
sible officials must actively
encourage and oversee regular
reading of general knowledge
literature to broaden students'
perspectives, highlighting that
reading informative mate-
rial enhances critical thinking
and foresight. He also noted
that regional and state Chief
Ministers must assist in ad-
ministrative duties and fulfill
necessary requirements to
establish systematic, quality
learning environments across
basic education schools, uni-
versities, colleges, and in-
stitutes opened for regional
development.

As there is still a shortage
of teaching staff in basic edu-
cation schools, solutions must
be sought and implemented
to produce more teachers.
He noted that graduates from
regional education degree
colleges must be system-
atically and properly placed
and assigned to duties. He
emphasized that these teach-
ers should successfully fulfill
their responsibilities to en-
hance local development and
educational standards, contin-
uing to contribute positively
to their respective regions.
He highlighted that alongside
education, physical educa-
tion must be taught to ensure
physical fitness and health,
and that sports grounds, gym-
nasiums, and necessary sup-
porting equipment should be
provided locally.
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He stated that to advance
the development of border
areas and ethnic nationalities,
a degree college tailored to
the local population will be
opened in the Putao region.
He noted that commencing
instruction with appropriate
subjects, including law and
economics, will bring signifi-
cant benefits to the area. He
emphasized that the relevant
ministry must take the neces-
sary follow-up measures to
establish this degree college
in Putao.

He also stated that climate
change is occurring globally,
with warnings issued regard-
ing severe El Niflo heatwaves,
noting that major nations
around the world are facing
various natural disasters as
a result. He emphasized that
the country must make nec-
essary advance preparations
for El Nifio, pointing out that
extreme temperatures could
lead to depleted groundwater
levels and water resource
scarcity. He highlighted the
need to store adequate sup-
plies for drinking and agricul-
tural water in advance, urging
officials to conduct public
awareness campaigns on ef-
ficient water use, construct
underground dams along riv-
ers and streams to conserve
groundwater where necessary,
and systematically plan and
execute all doable prepara-
tions starting now. He also
called for strict prohibitions
against unnecessary tree fell-
ing while encouraging and
promoting active tree planting
efforts.

Regarding legislation,
he noted that the country is
treading on the path of multi-
party democracy, adding that
legislative tasks still remain to
be carried out. He stated that
while certain issues remain to
be supplemented, amended,
and drafted at the Union level,
regions and states should
consult with their respective
regional and state advocates
general to amend, draft, and
enact laws in line with the
changing times within their
relevant domains.

Following this, attending
Union Ministers, the Chair-
man of the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, See Page 13
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Press Release

Min Aung Hlaing shas hands with Charlie Campb

nalist from the Time Magazine.

the journalist from the Time Magazine.

TIME

Embassy of Myanmar,
15 51 Marin's Dr,
Singapore 257996

Tima Magazine

3 Bryanl Park

MNow Yaork,

NY 10038

Tel: (212) 22112

Tucsday, April 28, 2026

Dear Chmgé d'Affaires U Zaw Minn Aung,

Greetings from TIME Magasine, 1 am our Asia Burey Chiefl based in Singapore snd writing

Time Magazine, through My-
anmar Embassy in Singapore, has
proposed to publish an interview
entitled “the Future of Myanmar”
incorporating Myanmar Govern-
ment’s efforts “in safeguarding
the historic role of the State in
non-disintegration of the Union,
in achieving the national solidar-
ity and peace and stability in the

Peace Talks”.

As Time Magazine is regarded
as a reputable media, the Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar decided to receive
Journalist Charlie Campbell and
to have an interview with him, in
order to response constructively
to their proposal. However, when
published it on the Time Maga-

respectfully request an interview with His Excellency President U Min Aung Hising,

mability vo Myaomar,

why he believes U.S. sanctions on Myanmaz shouki be rescinded.

Japan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhuan, Mongol
Lama. | hope we can add Myanmar to that list soon.

Please feel fice to call me on the namber below w discass any deuils.

Following 1 Min Aung Hising's decisive election vietory we st TIME belicve the moment s petfect to
publish an extensive imerview 1o our willions of readers in the U3, and around the globe. Our aim would
be to provide U Min Auog Hhaing with the nppormnity to explain his plan to restore prospesity and

We would be delighred to tmavel 10 Yangon or Naypyidaw to conduct the interview whenever convenient.
Provided sufficient tme and nccess, our intention would be to feature dhe anticls on the prestigious TIME
Cover interationally, as former President U Thein Sein also enjoyed in 2013 following his clection viciory

As you may know, TIME i a favarite publication of Presldent Donald Trump—he is a multiple TIME
Parson of the Year—and s the only. Magazine distibuted to every member of U5, Congress. We would
like to give President U Min Aung Hiaing an epportonity to explain 1o President Tramp and all Americans

By way of intoduction, 1 have been a journalist with TIME for over 13 years and dusing that time
interviewed many Heads of State, most recently the lesdens of South Kores, Australia, Indonesia, Thailand,
Thiwan, Bangladesh, as well a5 His Holiness the Dalai

country as well as the success in the

zine’s online media platform, it was

Charlie Campbell

Editor-at-Large, Time Magazine

Warmest regards,

3 M\“CM

Chaglie Camphell
Ediorat-Large
TIME

Charlie Campbell joined TIME in 2013 and has since served as a Correspondent
and Editor based in Hong Kong, Beijing, Shanghai, London, and Singapore. He has
covered many of the world’s biggest stories, reporting from Wuhan at the outbreak of
the pandemic, the refugee exodus from the Ukraine war, the Christchurch Mosque
Massacre, and the death of Queen Elizabeth 1. A native of London, England, Campbell
has written over two dozen TIME Cover stories on topics ranging from Quantum
Computing to a profile of the Dalai Lama. He has also interviewed countless heads of

written as an article, instead of an
interview, and did not reflect the ac-
tual Q and A. Moreover, the article,
unfortunately, included non-con-
structive writings, interview with
other individuals and unfounded
commentaries.

Time Magazine and the jour-
nalist Charlie Campbell have
published an article contrary to
established media ethics and initial
agreement made between con-
cerned parties. Moreover, the arti-
cle highlighted the writing which
will have negative impacts on My-
anmar and its ruling government by
the international community. (The
interview between the President of
Myanmar and Journalist Charlie
Campbell will soon be published.)

Therefore, as the writing and
publication of journalist Charlie
Campbell of Time Magazine is
contrary to journalistic ethics, the
Information Team of Myanmar
has denounced his actions in this

+65 8422 9953

chadie.campbeli@timecom

in Singapore.

state and government—ten during 2024 alone—as well the Asia’s most influential
business leaders, including Huawei founder Ren Zhengfei, Foxconn CEO Terry Gou,
and Uniqlo President Tadashi Yanai. Campbell is now TIME’s Editor-at-Large based

regard.
Myanmar Information Team

23 September 2026
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and Chief Ministers of Re-
gions and States reported on
regional measures to lower
commodity prices and ensure
local food sufficiency; efforts
to meet target yields for oil-
seed crops to ensure edible oil
self-sufficiency; measures to
elevate education standards;
initiatives to develop agricul-
ture, livestock breeding, and
Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs); prepa-
rations to prevent drinking
and agricultural water short-
ages caused by extreme heat
from climate change; efforts
to resettle citizens temporar-
ily displaced due to various
reasons in certain regions
and states; and other regional
development activities.

In his concluding re-
marks, the President stated
that during the Union Gov-
ernment meeting on October
25, 2021, he had outlined a
policy to expand the nation's
educational framework from
the free compulsory primary
education system to a com-
pulsory education system up
to the middle school level
(KG+9). He stressed that
relevant ministries and Chief
Ministers of Regions and
States must systematically
and progressively implement
this state-established policy to
enhance national education.
He emphasized that an ad-
vanced and prosperous nation
can only be built with edu-
cated human resources, a goal
to which utmost importance

must be given. He added that
merely executing operations
is insufficient; continuous
evaluation, review, and im-
provement using checklists
are essential to guarantee suc-
cess. He further highlighted
that children must be enabled
to reach at least the KG+9
level, after which the state
must create good job oppor-
tunities, as academic literacy
cultivates capable, insightful,
and skilled human resources
that directly contribute to
improving public livelihoods
and national development.
In conjunction with edu-
cation, he stated that high
priority must also be placed
on poverty reduction. Point-
ing out that poverty can be
reduced through a strong

economy; he stressed the
need to foster national eco-
nomic growth. Noting that
poverty directly affects the
dignity of the nation, he
called for genuine and proper
efforts. He urged officials to
make effective use of the
country's existing natural re-
sources to prioritize poverty
reduction by creating em-
ployment opportunities, en-
couraging meaningful work,
and establishing a favorable
environment.

He instructed Union
Ministers and Regional/State
Chief Ministers to act in ac-
cordance with time and cir-
cumstances when carrying out
their duties. He emphasized
that when driving and super-
vising tasks to achieve target

goals, having access to ac-
curate ground-level data and
statistics is essential for for-
mulating and implementing
correct policies and directives.

Regarding the issuance of
National Registration Cards
(NRCs), he warned that fraud-
ulent attempts to gain citi-
zenship, impersonation, and
improper naturalization pose
serious threats to national
security and national char-
acter, requiring continuous
oversight, investigation, and
strict legal action. He stated
that the government bears
the responsibility to fully
protect state sovereignty and
national identity. He urged of-
ficials to thoroughly study the
established Citizenship Law
and execute their supervisory

duties correctly, transparently,
and free from corruption.

Addressing national de-
velopment, he stated that
operations are funded by
income tax revenues, making
it vital for relevant ministries,
regions, and states to work
together to ensure proper tax
collection and prevent tax
evasion.

He concluded by instruct-
ing officials to continuously
work together to maintain
clean, beautiful, and green
environments across towns,
villages, offices, hospitals,
and schools in their respec-
tive regions and states, while
systematically encouraging
tree planting, after which the
meeting was adjourned, ac-
cording to news reports. MNA



( Local News )

Q: I’'m very grateful for your time to-
day. I think it is great opportunity to explain
Myanmar’s current situation and many recent
ties with the West, especially the US regard-
ing your presidency, your leadership and
your goals in Myanmar. I’'m very grateful
for your time and we would be able to talk
candidly about some of the issues recently
in the country.

A: I’'m also very glad to meet with you.
According to my knowledge, “Time Maga-
zine” is very famous andstraightforward
media. That’s why I agree your team today
and this opportunity provides you to explore
the current developments of our country. As
long as I learn about Time Magazine, | have
great impression on your media which is
better comparing with other western media. I

hope your kind understanding as I have busy =

schedule so that we take time to fix the date
for this exclusive interview.

TM: Absolutely, I understand you’re
very busy. We’re grateful for your time today.
Thank you.

Q:  Your Excellency, to kick off, fol-
lowing the election, you’re now Myanmar’s
President after serving several decades in
the military. How are you adjusting to the
civilian leadership?

A: For me, it is not hard to adjust the
civilian life. I have served in the military
for almost five decades but my parents are
civilians.

For your information, all of our fam-
ily members stay together in the military
campus. That is why we are addressed as
the family. Even when the military person-
nel have to serve his obligations like going
to the front combat areas for example, the
families stay behind in the military campus.
That means we are already familiar with the
civilian side and civilian society. Actually,
military is part of the country. Similarly,
family members of the military personnel are
part of the peoples of Myanmar. That is the
first point I would like to mention.

A: Every weekend, Myanmar military
along with family members render public
service to support the welfare of civilians,
very close with the civilians. Throughout
my military career, | am very familiar with
civilian side. During the term as Commander
in Rakhine and Shan States, I was the most
responsible for military duties but also for
the civilian administration. When the State of
emergency was announced in 2021, I served
as the Head of Government and I have to
tackle the civilian side.

Regarding your question, I do not need to
make significant adjustment to be in harmony
with the civilian life.

Q: You are taking a more military
approach to leadership in civilian life or
whether your leadership approach as the
civilian leader has changed?

A: It is quite different. Military leader-
ship is quite simple and it depends on giving
order. But for the civilian, we have to use a
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President U Min Aung Hlaing responds to queries raised by
Charlie Campbell, the journalist from the Time Magazine at

the President's Office in Nay Py1 Taw on the morning of 28 August

Pres1dent U M1n Aung Hlalng responds to queries raised by Charlie Campbell
the journalist from the Time Magazine.

persuasive and stimulative approach.

I also want to add that the commander
spirit is applied during military operations
in the combat areas. The commander should
be strict because everything depends on his
order. Transitioning from military command
to civilian leadership is a profound shift, so
that the commander has to keep in mind in
the parental spirit for the administrative ar-
rangement. When I shift to the civilian side,
have to remove all the commander leadership
and keep in mind the parental spirit when I
working with the civilian side.

Q: Tunderstand. Myanmar remains kept
fighting conflicts. What is your plan for doing
the nation to a lasting peace? Do you feel
that the recent allegations of excess force
use by Myanmar military might hamper the
process?

A: Peace is extremely important for our
country. There are armed conflicts in our
country, that we faced since we regained the
independence. This is the colonial legacy, the
consequences once we were colonized. Dur-
ing the colonial period, the divide and rule
policy was practiced. Consequently, misun-
derstanding occurred among national races
so also different political ideologies which
should be solved peacefully in the national
races of civilian affairs and political affairs.
After regaining the national independence,
we firstly practiced the parliamentary system.
After that, we practiced centralized govern-
ment system for many years. Because of the
centralized government system, unsatisfac-
tory in terms of political emerged amongst
the people of Myanmar. After that, we prac-
ticed multi-party democratic system in 2011.
After the 1988 uprising, we did the political
transformation since 1988. Gradually, we
transform our political system.

The ethnic groups claim for autonomy in
terms of politics and they claim for democ-
racy. These two aspects already included in
the 2008 State Constitution. We have been
implementing to fulfill these two themes:

autonomy and democracy since we have
transformed into the civilian government in
2011. We make all out efforts to peace talks
and peace process. Eventually we can sign
peace accord, the Nation-wide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) in 2015. It was signed
by some ethnic armed organizations and
non-state actors. According to the NCA,
we have to make some amendments in the
Constitution. So, the Government already
submitted the amendment to the Parliament.
The Parliament discussed about it and ac-
cordingly they will amend the Constitution
at a certain time. According to the develop-
ments took place in 2021, Myanmar experi-
enced violent attacks. The Myanmar People
wants democracy that’s why we successfully
held the elections. Within the first 100 days,
the new Government invited all the armed
groups for peace talks. As of now more than
4,000 young people returned to the legal fold
and return to the embrace of their parents.
They already got back to their homes. Mostly
are ethnic armed groups. Most of them are
male and they have poor education. Taking
this opportunity, some politicians incited
them to become their armed group members.
It is really heartbreaking to see them fight-
ing in the jungle with arms. Actually, they
should be in the class rooms. That is why
we consider for their future and we extend
invitation for peace talks with us. So, I am
committed within my term of 5-year as the
President. My focus is mainly the peace
process and truly believe this will entirely
achieve success.

Q: Your Excellency, international sanc-
tions have frozen hundreds of millions of
dollars from Myanmar targeting you and your
family. How does the economic isolation hurt
the people of Myanmar and what concession
you have prepared to seize unlisted?

A: Due to the sanctions it hurts banking
system so also foreign currency accounts are
restricted for transactions.

Due to the targeted sanctions and restric-
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tions, the first thing is we have less foreign
direct investments in Myanmar. Conse-
quently, we have very less job opportunities.
Due to the transaction barrier, it is very dif-
ficult to import goods from other countries,
to fulfill the requirements domestically. It is
quite correct that the sanctions have impact
to economic sector of the country to a certain
extent. For the food security, we have food
project activities, not too much serious for
that but for the productivity statute we find
many difficulties due to the sanctions.

Q: Thank you, Mr. President. What is
your plan as you have developed Myanmar’s
economy for the benefit of Myanmar people?

A: As I've already mentioned in my
previous answer that we are good enough to
cover the food security. Myanmar intends

g to become the resilient agro-based country

where 70% of the population resides in rural
areas. Among them, 50% work in agriculture
and livestock sectors. Therefore, we have
the potential to go forward to become agro-
based industry such as cotton and rubber
production industries. Instead of exporting
raw materials, we are moving forward to
produce more value-added products. As
we can produce more,we can improve the
socio-economic life of the rural people. The
next point is the promotion of macro-small-
medium enterprises (MSMEs) which occupy
90% of the economic sector. During my term,
I will encourage MSMEs while accelerating
the production of value-added products in
Myanmar.

Q: Obviously, the U.S. Government has
been quite critical of your government so far.
How would you like the Trump Administra-
tion to help the people of Myanmar?

A: The United States and Myanmar
established diplomatic relations in Septem-
ber 1947, so our diplomatic relationship is
approaching 80 years. Historically, our two
countries have maintained friendly rela-
tions. Although we are geographically about
13,000 kilometers apart, we have had many
periods of positive and constructive bilateral
relations. However, as Myanmar has gone
through different political transitions, our
bilateral relations with the United States have
also experienced ups and downs. I recall that
during the Korean War and the Viet Nam
War, Myanmar maintained a policy of non-
alignment and neutrality. We did not become
involved in those conflicts. Myanmar is
currently practicing a multiparty democratic
system, while the United States has a long-
established democratic system. Given our
shared commitment to democratic principles,
we hope that the United States can provide
constructive assistance to Myanmar during
this period of political transition. In response
to your question, we would welcome kind as-
sistance from the United States in promoting
stability and peace in Myanmar, as well as
support for our country's development and
democratic practices.

See Page 15
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We believe that constructive engagement and cooperation
can contribute to a more peaceful, stable, and prosperous
Myanmar.

We would like to urge the United States to prevent any
potential financial or other forms of support that could con-
tribute to violence in Myanmar. We also hope that the United
States will not provide support to individuals or groups that
encourage or facilitate violent attacks inside Myanmar.
Second, regarding economic sanctions, we request that the
United States review the current situation in Myanmar and
take into consideration the country's recent developments
and circumstances. The United States has many decades of
experience with democratic governance, while Myanmar's
experience with democracy is relatively recent. Given the
United States' extensive experience in assessing the political
and social circumstances of different countries, we hope that
it will carefully consider Myanmar's particular situation. After
reviewing the situation and taking these circumstances into
account, we would welcome consideration of easing or reduc-
ing the economic sanctions currently imposed on Myanmar.

Q: Just to clarify, many of the sanctions were imposed
over alleged human rights abuses, including allegations
of genocide in Rakhine State. Have there been any recent
developments regarding the return of displaced people who
fled to Bangladesh? This is one of the concerns raised by
the United States.

A: Regarding individual sanctions, I would say that the
individuals concerned believe they are acting in the best
interests of the country and its people. Of course, people
outside the country may have different perspectives or
interpretations of their actions. However, from our perspec-
tive, they are carrying out their responsibilities in what they
believe is the best interest of Myanmar. Second, regarding
the situation in Rakhine State, our position is that we did
not intentionally do anything wrong toward the Bengali
population. We have always maintained that our actions
were aimed at protecting the sovereignty and security of
our country and the safety of our people. I would also like
to take this opportunity to invite to visit Myanmar and see
the situation on the ground for themselves. It is important
to understand the realities directly rather than relying solely
on information or accounts provided by opposition groups.
We believe that a firsthand assessment of the situation would
provide a more complete understanding of the circumstances
in Rakhine State and help ensure that any decisions regarding
sanctions are based on the realities on the ground.

We are addressing the issue of displaced Bengali people
in accordance with our existing laws and the bilateral agree-
ments between Myanmar and Bangladesh. We recognize the
presence of these people and are committed to addressing
the issue properly. At present, there are a number of practical
challenges and constraints. Nevertheless, we remain com-
mitted to resolving the issue through the existing bilateral
agreement.

Q: Myanmar and Russia signed a military cooperation
agreement. How would you describe the relations with
Moscow?

A: We established diplomatic relations with the United
States in September 1947, and with Russia on February
16, 1948, shortly afterward, although our two countries are
geographically about 6,000 kilometers apart. Historically,
Russia played an important role in the fight against Nazi,
while Myanmar also fought against fascism for country's
independence. Both countries have experienced significant
political changes throughout their respective histories. De-
spite these changes, our relations with Russia have remained
firm and consistent.

The military cooperation agreement is not a particu-
larly significant matter in itself. It is mainly focused on
training and capacity-building. Myanmar and Russia have
maintained very good relations for many years. Whenever
Myanmar has faced difficult circumstances, Russia has
been ready to provide assistance in various forms, including
scholarships for Myanmar students and technical assistance

@R

on a non-commercial basis.

At present, Myanmar and Russia have bilateral coopera-
tion in several areas, including education, healthcare, nuclear
energy, and space technology. As I mentioned, these are areas
where it has been difficult for us to develop cooperation
with some other countries, while Russia has been willing
to explore and expand bilateral cooperation with Myanmar.
This is why we maintain good relations with Russia. [ have
also visited Russia several times to seek and strengthen their
support and assistance in these areas.

Q: Just to clarify, you seek civilian nuclear power. Is
there any potential for developing nuclear deterrence in
Myanmar with the assistance of Russia.

A: We intend to use nuclear technology solely for
peaceful civilian purposes. Our current plan is focused on
a 210-megawatt small modular reactor for civilian nuclear
power generation. We have no intention of using nuclear
technology for military purposes. We will fully respect and
comply with relevant international rules and regulations.

Q: During the state visit to Beijing, you signed 18 MOUs
with the Chinese Government. How importance is these
Chinese investments for Myanmar and obviously there has
been recent problems at the borders with guns and narcotics.
Are you confident that those issues are solved.

A: As neighboring countries, Myanmar and China
maintain good relations. China is also one of the largest
foreign investors in Myanmar. At the same time, there are
challenges related to peace and stability in border arcas. We
address these issues through dialogue and negotiation via
diplomatic channels. There have been some positive devel-
opments, while other matters are still under discussion and
ongoing. As neighboring countries, Myanmar and China can-
not stand separately from one another. Therefore, we place
constructive cooperation with China. Chinese investment in
Myanmar ranks among the highest of all foreign investments
in the country. We believe that these investments can con-
tribute significantly to Myanmar's economic development.

We have also introduced a direct payment mechanism
using yuan and kyat. As I mentioned earlier, due to economic
and financial sanctions imposed by the United States and other
Western countries, we face certain challenges. In response to
these challenges, Myanmar and China have agreed to facilitate
bilateral trade through direct yuan—kyat payments.

Q: Do you worry that this could make Myanmar more
dependent on China, to the point that China will be the only
big nation that you can able to trade with?

A: We are not relying solely on China. Myanmar main-
tains diplomatic relations and engages in trade and economic
activities with the international community. However, as
China is our neighboring country, we naturally place con-
siderable importance on our relationship with China. The
same applies to India. Myanmar is situated between two
major neighboring countries, China and India. China has
provided significant assistance to Myanmar's development.
Under the Belt and Road Initiative, we are cooperating on the
China-Myanmar Economic Corridor, which can contribute
to Myanmar's economic development. At the same time,
we welcome investment and cooperation from all countries.
If other countries are interested in investing in Myanmar,
we welcome them. I have also visited countries including
India, Thailand, Vietnam, Russia, and Belarus to explore
opportunities for economic cooperation and development.
So, we are not dependent solely on China. We seek to work
with all countries in the interest of Myanmar's develop-
ment. However, because China is our neighbor, coopera-
tion is relatively convenient. That is why we have greater
cooperation with China.

Q: Mr. President, Daw Aung San Su Kyi is currently
under arrest and her sentences have been reduced from 33
years to 18 years under your leadership. And 13 years left
to serve. If there future amnesty possibility?

A: We tried our best to avoid reaching this situation,
but we could not avoid it. Regardless of her age, we had to
take action in accordance with the law. The first and most
serious issue was electoral fraud. In a democratic system, a

( Local News )

free and credible general election is fundamental. Following
the events of 2021, when I assumed responsibility for the
state, an investigation was conducted, and its findings were
made public on the website. According to those findings,
there were significant irregularities in the electoral process,
which contributed to the political instability and turmoil that
followed. We also identified cases involving bribery and
other offenses. There were a number of cases, but some were
not pursued, taking various circumstances into consideration.
Considering her age, I exercised my authority to reduce her
sentence. However, it is difficult to predict what may happen
in the future. Any further consideration of an amnesty or
other relief will depend on the circumstances at that time,
including her actions and conduct.

We have also made arrangements to provide her with
comfortable accommodation. We have also allowed her to
meet with representatives of the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), and photographs of those meetings
have been released publicly. She is being accommodated
in a house rather than in a prison facility. We have taken
considerable care in making arrangements for her.

Q: Justto clarify, if Daw Aung San Su Kyi was released,
will she be allowed to some political role?

A: It will depend entirely on her actions and circum-
stances at the time. We cannot make any predictions about
the future. If the conditions are appropriate for consideration,
she may have an opportunity for further relief. Ultimately, it
will depend on her conduct and the circumstances.

Q: You grew up in Mandalay I believe. And your father
was artist. What kind of interest as a young man.

A: My father was an artist, and my parents placed a
strong emphasis on education. They made sure that I had
to attend school. From an early age, I also entered the Bud-
dhist novicehood, so I grew up under the guidance and
teachings of Buddhism. According to Buddhist teachings,
we are taught to respect our elders and show kindness and
compassion toward younger people. These were values
that my parents instilled in me from childhood. I was also
fortunate to receive great care and guidance from my elders.
That was the foundation of my childhood and the environ-
ment I grew up.

I have always been fond of reading, and my parents
encouraged me to develop that habit from a young age. I
read all kinds of literature, including newspapers, journals,
magazines, and novels. My parents also encouraged me
to visit the library, and I often spent my free time there
reading. I also enjoyed reading together with my friends. I
was rarely alone; I grew up surrounded by friends, and we
would discuss things together and help one another solve
problems. These habits have helped me greatly in carrying
out my responsibilities and duties throughout my life. The
guidance and advice I received from my elders have also
been a great source of support. That is about my family life.

Q: Because of you like being around other peoples,
that you decide to join the military to be part of the large
community?

A: It has been my interest.

Q: I see you very busy now running the country. But
in your spare time, do you have any passion on movie, or
playing golf or something.

Ans: Yes, I enjoy playing golf and going for walks in
my free time.

Q: Just last question, what will be like your legacy to
the history of Myanmar?

A: My goal is to see my country become peaceful, stable,
and prosperous. Another objective is to pave the way for the
emergence of a strong democratic system. [ also want to see
our people become better educated. Democracy should be
appropriate to Myanmar’s culture and circumstances, while
respecting the rights of ethnic communities and supporting
a federal system. My political goal is to build a peaceful,
stable, and prosperous Myanmar with a democratic system
that is suited to the country’s circumstances and supported
by an educated population. I will do my utmost to work
toward these goals during my term.
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Embassy of Myanmar,
15 St Martin's Dr,

Singapore 257996.

Dear Chargé d"Affaires U Zaw Minn Aung,

Gmmmmmlmwﬁnhﬂmudﬂefhudh&wemdmm
with His E

0036
Tel: (212) 622-1212

Tuesday, April 28, 2026

U Min Aung Hhaing.

Following U Min Aung Hlaing’s decisive election victory we at TIME b
pﬁummmmwnﬂhmuftm’usmﬂuuimdmdﬂ;h&.h-ﬂwﬂ

hnmummmmmwwmmmnmmﬁ

stability 1o

We would be delighted to travel to Yangon or Naypyidaw to conduct the i iew wh i
Provided sufficient time and aceess, our intention would be 1o feature the article on the prestigious TIME

the is perfect o

F

Cover internationally, as former President U Thein Sein also enjoyed in 2013 following his election victory-
As you may know, TIME is a favorite publication of Presid Dnnl.ld'r isa TIME
Person of the Year—and is the only Magazi d ber of LS. Congress. We would
like o

us.

why he beli

By way of introduction, 1 have been a journalist with TIME for over 13 years and during that dme
mvw-uimﬂudsofSum,mmmﬂy:hehdﬂ:omenm,Ammh.
golia, Taiwan, Bangladesh, as well as His Holiness the Dalai
lm.llwp:wm:ddMyanmmlhallutm

Bhutan, M

Japan, P:

Please fiec free to call me on the number below m discuss any details,
Warmest regards,

Charlie Camphell
Editor-at-Large
TIME
+65 B422 9953
charlic.campbell@time.com

qumAmHunngmuphbqu:Tmpmddm
: y be rescinded.
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