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University of Economics.

Nay Pyi Taw August 19

A ceremony to confer the
title of Honorary Professor
on President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing by the
G.V. Plekhanov Russian Uni-
versity of Economics of the
Federal State Budgetary Edu-
cational Institution of Higher
Education in Moscow, Rus-
sian Federation took place at
the convocation hall of the
university this morning.

The President and his
high-level Myanmar delega-
tion arrived at the university
and were warmly welcomed
by Deputy Minister of Sci-
ence and Higher Education
ofthe Russian Federation Mr.
Mogilevsky Konstantin Ily-
ich, Rector Mr. LOBANOV
Ivan Vasilyevich, and of-
ficials.

The President cordially
discussed additional sub-
jects that the university is
teaching, such as science,
digital and Al technologies,
apart from economics, with
the deputy minister and the
rector at the latter’s office.
He also sought means to en-
hance education cooperation
between Myanmar and the
university.

The ceremony to con-
fer the title of Honorary

=11

President U Min Aung Hlaing signs the guest book of G.V. Plekhanov Russian

Professor on the President
was held. Present at the cer-
emony together with the
President were members of
the delegation, union min-
isters U Khin Maung Yi, U
Tin Maung Swe, Dr. Chaw
Chaw Sein, Dr. Thet Khaing
Win, U Ko Ko Lwin, and Dr.
Charlie Than, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Myanmar
Space Agency Dr. Soe Myint
Maung, Chief Minister of
Taninthayi U Zaw Naing
Oo, senior military officers
from the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, and deputy
ministers, Deputy Minister
Mr. Mogilevsky Konstantin
Ilyich, the rector and the pro
rector of the university and
senior officials.

The ceremony began with
the playing of the national an-
thems of Russian Federation
and the Republic of Union
of Myanmar and paying re-
spects to the songs.

According to the agenda,
the rector sought the board's
approval regarding the con-
ferment of an Honorary
Professor title on President
U Min Aung Hlaing, and
declared the ceremony open.

In his discussions, the
Russian deputy minister
praised the unanimous ap-
proval made by the board re-

@R

garding the conferment of an
Honorary Professor title on
the President as a commend-
able action. He said this com-
mendable action will pave the
way to deepen cooperation
in business and education
between the two countries.
As already mentioned by
President U Min Aung Hla-
ing and President Mr. Putin
during their discussions, the
Myanmar-Russian multi-sec-
tor cooperation was develop-
ing with greater momentum
during the previous years.
The educational cooperation
is also an important part of
the multi-sector cooperation.
Myanmar scholars are com-
ing for further studies at the
Russian universities every
year, and Russia is increasing
the number of scholarship
awards every year. An MoU
on education cooperation
was reached last year be-
tween the two countries. It is
believed that the education
cooperation programs will
further strength the existing
ties between the two coun-
tries. Today’s ceremony to
confer the title of Honorary
Professor on President U Min
Aung Hlaing by the univer-
sity will further strengthen
the existing ties between the
two countries.

The rector then explained
the university’s conferment
of the title on the President.

Union Minister for Edu-
cation Dr. Chaw Chaw Sein
explained President U Min
Aung Hlaing’s educational
background, his service in
national defense, his suc-
cessive appointments to
the State responsibilities,
the conferment of domestic
and international honorary
degrees and awards in po-
litical, economic, social, and
religious fields.

The rector obtained the
board’s approval and con-
ferred the title of Honorary
Professor of the university
on the President.

In delivering his speech
of thanks, the President stated
that, first of all, he would
like to express his extreme
pride, delight, and profound
gratitude for being conferred
the title of 'Honorary Profes-
sor' by the renowned Plekh-
anov Russian University of
Economics of the Russian
Federation.

The President stated that
he considers the conferment
of this honorary degree by
Plekhanov University to
be not only an honour for
him personally, but also
an honour for Myanmar
and the entire people of
Myanmar. This honorary
professorship is not merely
an individual recognition,
but rather a driving force to
further strengthen the strate-
gic partnership and coopera-
tion between Myanmar and
the Russian Federation in
the fields of education, re-
search, and long-term future
development.

The President noted that
it is known Plekhanov Uni-
versity has existed for 119
years to date, producing over
14,000 students, including
international students from
75 countries. The President
expressed immense pride in
having the opportunity to
become a part of this great
university, which continu-

The title of Honorary Professor conferred on President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing by
the G.V. Plekhanov Russian University of Economics of the
Federal State Budgetary Educational Institution of
Higher Education in Moscow, Russian Federation

ously strives to strengthen
international and academic
connections, and has not only
conferred honorary degrees
upon prominent global politi-
cal leaders and scholars but
also produced outstanding
and brilliant leaders.

The President stated
that the conferment of this
honorary professorship also
serves as a symbol that fur-
ther strengthens the long-
standing friendly bilateral
relations and cooperation
between Myanmar and Rus-
sia, as well as the warm ties
between the peoples of both
nations. The President noted
that diplomatic relations be-
tween Myanmar and Rus-
sia were established on 18
February 1948, and reached
their 75" anniversary in 2023.
Throughout history, the two
countries have not only estab-
lished friendly relations and
close cooperation but have
also advanced to a deeper
level of economic, techno-
logical, and multi-sectoral
strategic partnership. In par-
ticular, significant progress
has been achieved in the
economic sector, energy,
space, and the peaceful use
of nuclear technology.

The President stated with
great satisfaction that mu-
tual visits and multi-sectoral
cooperation between the
two countries are gaining
momentum, and that over the
past five years, bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation have
strengthened, reaching their
highest level. The President
added that for him person-
ally, this current trip to Russia
marks his 14 visit.

The President stated that
the primary lifeblood for a
country's stability and long-
term development is 'edu-
cation and human resource
development.' The President
mentioned that since assum-
ing state responsibilities, the
government has been prior-
itizing the comprehensive
development of the education
sector as a national policy. In

particular, efforts are being
made to build a stronger basic
education system, upgrade
curricula, expand vocational
training and technical schools
related to the industrial, agri-
cultural, and livestock breed-
ing sectors, and comprehen-
sively enhance the teaching
systems of universities in the
higher education sector to
meet international standards.

Furthermore, the Presi-
dent underlined that schol-
ars are being sent abroad,
including to Russia, to fur-
ther enhance and enrich the
knowledge and skills of the
new generation of young
Myanmar citizens who will
shape the future of the na-
tion. Over the past 25 years,
more than 7,000 Myanmar
scholars have been sent to
study in Russia. As a result
of this, they have been able
to increasingly contribute
to Myanmar's development
across multiple sectors, for
which he would like to ex-
press his profound gratitude
to Russia. The President
noted that the development
of a country requires not
only science and technology,
but also a large number of
economists, subject matter
experts, and legal profession-
als. Therefore, starting four
years ago, all arts and science
universities in Myanmar
have been taking measures
such as opening Bachelor of
Arts (Economics) and Bach-
elor of Arts (Law) degree
courses, as well as awarding
scholarships to outstanding
students.

The President said that
Myanmar is a developing
nation, and although primary
education was previously
designated as compulsory,
education has now been made
compulsory up to the comple-
tion of middle school (KG +
9). He also mentioned that
up to 10 percent of the state
budget allocation is being
designated for educational
expenditures.

See Page 13
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers opening address at
the 2026 Russia-Myanmar Business Forum
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an opening speech at the 2026 Russia-Myanmar Business Forum.

Nay Pyi Taw August 19

The 2026 Russia-Myan-
mar Business Forum took
place at G.V. Plekhanov
University of Economics of
the Federal State Budgetary
Educational Institution of
Higher Education in Moscow,
Russian Federation, at 10.30
am today when the President
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, U Min Aung
Hlaing, who is currently on
an official visit to the Rus-
sian Federation, delivered
a speech.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Union ministers
and party who accompanied
the President on his visit, the
Myanmar Ambassador to the
Russian Federation, Minister
of Economic Development
of the Russian Federation
Mr. Maxim Gennadyevich
Reshetnikov, Rector of G.V.
Plekhanov University of Eco-
nomics Mr. LOBANOV Ivan
Vasilyevich , the Russian Fed-
eration to Myanmar and offi-
cials, the Patron of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and
members, Myanmar-Russian
businesspeople and guests.

Rector of G.V. Plekhanov
University of Economics Mr.
LOBANOYV Ivan Vasilyevich,
UMFCCI President U Aye
Win and Minister of Econom-
ic Development of the Rus-
sian Federation Mr. Maxim
Gennadyevich Reshetnikov
extended greetings.

In his speech, President
U Min Aung Hlaing said that
he is greatly delighted to have
the opportunity to deliver
a speech at this ceremony,
which was held with the aim
of further strengthening eco-
nomic cooperation between
Myanmar and the Russian
Federation. The President
expressed his belief that this
visit will further strengthen
the friendship and economic
cooperation between the peo-
ples of Myanmar and Russia,
and will also encourage and
promote regional economic
development.
Myanmar-Russian Partner

Relations

The President stated that
diplomatic relations between
Myanmar and Russia were
established on 18 February
1948, just 45 days after Myan-
mar gained its independence,
and the 80th anniversary
will be reached in 2028. He
noted that although the two
countries are geographically
separated by oceans and conti-
nents, the close relations built
upon mutual understanding
and strategic considerations
have already surpassed the
Diamond Jubilee milestone.

The President added that
having maintained and pro-
moted these ties with mu-
tual understanding, trust, and
friendship over many years,
current bilateral relations have
now advanced to the level
of a strategic partnership.
Therefore, there is immense

potential for the relationship
between the two countries to
further expand mutually ben-
eficial cooperation—not only
between the governments but
also between the peoples and
business communities.

The President unveiled
that in today's global economy,
new opportunities are emerg-
ing due to shifts in supply
chains, technological advance-
ments, and regional coopera-
tion. Itis well known to all that
even during times of height-
ened global geo-economic

challenges, Russia-Myanmar

bilateral relations continue
to feature strong cooperation
on the international stage,

built on mutual understanding

and trust. In particular, trade
and investment ties rooted in
bilateral diplomatic relations
serve as key driving forces for
the two countries' friendship,
economic development, and
future aspirations.

Regarding bilateral trade,
the President noted that cur-
rently, Myanmar primarily
exports mango squish, value-
added products, and garments
to Russia, while mainly im-
porting fuel oil and fertilizers
from Russia. Furthermore,
discussions are underway to
increase the export of My-
anmar products such as rice,
pulses, corn, sesame, and ma-
rine products. The President
highlighted that Myanmar
Pawsan rice is a premium,
highly marketable rice variety.

The President stated

that currently, Russia has
already begun implementing
investment projects worth
US$97.359 million in Myan-
mar's oil, natural gas, and in-
dustrial sectors. He expressed
his confidence that in the
future, Myanmar and Russia
will promote and deepen their

Asia, Southeast Asia, and
China. He noted that Myan-
mar is located in Southeast
Asia and is a member state
of ASEAN, sharing borders
with China, Laos, Thailand,
India, and Bangladesh. Myan-
mar has a population of over
51 million, which is about
one-third of Russia's popula-
tion. He mentioned that Nay
Pyi Taw is designated as the
administrative capital, while
Yangon, which is closer to
the sea, serves as the com-
mercial capital where busi-
ness activities are extensively
carried out.

In terms of human re-
sources, Myanmar has a large
pool of employable human
resources, with the working-
age population accounting
for 66.9 per cent of the coun-
try’s total population. Since
2001, Russia has provided
education and training to more
than 7,000 Myanmar students
in fields such as politics,
economics, technology and
management, thereby helping
ensure the availability of the
human resources needed for
national development.

As Myanmar has a hot

to promote the development
of micro, small and medium-
sized enterprises (MSMEs).
In addition, value-added min-
eral products can be produced
through the processing and re-
fining of underground natural
resources.

Myanmar produces cop-
per, gold, silver and other
minerals. Coal is also avail-
able in some areas of the
country, making it possible to
undertake coal-based electric-
ity generation and fertilizer
production.

Preparation of infrastructure

Efforts are being made
to increase both domestic
and foreign investment by
creating a clearer, more sta-
ble and transparent business
environment, streamlining
procedures, and continuously
providing appropriate policy
support. Myanmar is particu-
larly encouraging and inviting
high-quality and responsible
investments, while also plac-
ing emphasis on ensuring a
sustainable ecosystem and a
balanced economy.

The State will provide
the necessary support to the
best of its ability. Economic

President U Min Aung Hlaing showcases samples of Myanmar agricultural prod-
ucts to Russian businessmen.

cooperation in the agricultural
sector, energy, infrastructure,
industry, science and technol-
ogy, as well as education and
human resource development.
Facts about Myanmar

First of all, he stated that
he would like to introduce
Myanmar as a highly impor-
tant country not only geopolit-
ically but also economically,
as it is situated in a strategic
location connecting South

and humid monsoon climate,
agricultural and livestock
farming activities can be car-
ried out throughout the year.
Therefore, the government
is working to further develop
and advance agriculture- and
livestock-based production by
applying modern technolo-
gies, while also promoting
comprehensive development
across other economic sectors.
Efforts are also being made

reforms are also being un-
dertaken to further improve
the business and investment
environment in the country.
For example, tariff rates have
been reduced for investments
in electric vehicles (EVs) and
related industries. In addi-
tion, efforts are being made to
transition processes to digital
systems to make them more
convenient and faster,

See Page 14
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President U Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with General Director Mr. Dmitry V.
Bakanov of Roscosmos State Corporation of the Russian Federation.

Nay Pyi Taw August 19
A group of representa-
tives from Roscosmos state
corporation of the Russian
Federation led by General

1 Htf

Director Mr. Dmitry V. Ba-
kanov paid a courtesy call
on President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing at the

@R

hotel the President was stay-
ing at 12.30 pm local time
during his official state visit
to Moscow in the Russian
Federation.

Also present at the call
were members of his en-
tourage union ministers, the
chief executive director of
the Myanmar Space Agency,
deputy ministers, the ambas-
sador of Myanmar to the Rus-
sian Federation and officials

| while the director general of

Roscosmos was accompa-
nied by the ambassador of

. the Russian Federation to

Myanmar and officials.
During the call, they
warmly discussed signing
an agreement on receiving
satellite photographs from
the ERS satellite and receiv-
ing data, contributions to
Myanmar’s space technol-
ogy development as direct
cooperation between the two
space agencies represents

Roscosmos state corporation representatives led by director
general pay courtesy call on President of Republic of
UlllOIl of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing

a significant landmark in
Russia-Myanmar multisec-
toral cooperation, signing an
agreement on research and
application of outer space for
peaceful purposes between
Myanmar and the Russian
Federation, reaching agree-
ments and MOU on select-
ing and training candidate
astronauts, the satellite-based
search and rescue systems
(COSPAS-SARSAT), the
satellite navigation one way
station, practical cooperation
in the automatic warning sys-
tem about space dangers near
the earth (ASPOS) between
Roscosmos and the Myan-
mar space agency during
the President’s current visit,
matters related to selecting
and training astronauts from

Myanmar, implementation
of the international satellite-
based defense system (CO-
PAD -SARSAT), the satellite
navigation one way station,
the automatic warning sys-
tem about space dangers
near the earth (ASPOS) and
the low altitude communi-
cation satellite system in
Myanmar, matters related
to launching nano-satellites,
further enhancing the space
cooperation between the two
countries for development
of space technologies in
Myanmar, human resources
development and multisecto-
ral development in Myanmar.

After the discussions, the
President and the Roscosmos
general director exchanged
gifts. MNA

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
visits Memorial Museum of Cosmonautics in Moscow

Nay Pyi Taw August 19

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, who was
on an Official Visit to Mos-
cow, the Russian Federation,
visited Memorial Museum of
Cosmonauticst at 4pm local
time today. The President
was accompanied by mem-
bers of the delegation.

First, the President and
party were welcomed by of-
ficials of the museum.

The President and party
looked around the booths
that displayed the replica of
the first satellite launched
by Russia, the replica of the
spacecraft, piloted by Yuri
Gagarin, and the images of
his life, Cosmonaut suits,
the camera that documented
the Earth from space for the
first time, spacecrafts, lunar

lander simulation, meteor-
ites, replica of cosmodrome,
with keen interest. Officials
reported on salient points of
the displays.

The President asked for
more information.

The President then
signed the visitor’s book of
the museum, and accepted
a documentary book on the
museum and commemora-
tive gifts from a museum of-
ficial and in return presented
him souvenirs.

The Memorial Muse-
um of Cosmonautics was
opened on 10 April 1981 in
Moscow as a monument to
the humanity's conquest of
space. Located at the foot
of Monument to the Con-
querors of Space, which is a
107-meter high giant obelisk
near the VDNKh metro sta-

tion in Moscow, the museum
houses over 85,000 booths
that showcase a variety of
displays including space
technology, tools used by
Yuri Gagarin, the world’s
first cosmonaut, and the
taxidermied remains of the
famous space dogs Belka
and Strelka.

Later in the evening,
the President and his party
took a scenic river cruise
along the Moscow River to
observe the city's systematic
urban development, scenic
beauty, well-maintained
waterways, and neatly ar-
ranged green zones within
various city layouts along
the riverbanks.

The Moscow River
serves as the lifeline of the
capital city, Moscow, play-
ing a vital role in municipal

water supply and industrial front parks stretching along beauty, attracting domestic

operations. Furthermore,

with cruise ships and water- tral tourist hub rich in natural each year.

its banks, it stands as a cen-

and international visitors
MNA

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the Memorial Museum of Cosmonautics in
Moscow.
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The President stated that
just as special plans are
being laid down to ensure
access to education for edu-
cationally disadvantaged
areas, the education sector
is being specially promoted
and encouraged by expand-
ing industrial, agricultural,
and livestock breeding high
schools, and by taking meas-

ures to upgrade education
degree colleges into teacher
training universities.

The President stated that
his government wishes to
further enhance educational
cooperation between My-
anmar and Russia—such
as academic exchanges,
research collaborations, and
the sending of scholars—
even more than at present.

The President stated that
he would like to express his
gratitude on behalf of the
people for the Russian Fed-
eration's assistance, support,
and enthusiastic cooperation
towards Myanmar and its
people.

The President expressed
his belief that Plekhanov
Russian University of Eco-
nomics will be able to play

an important role both in
collaborating with universi-
ties in Myanmar and in other
development sectors, and he
concluded by stating that he
highly values this honorary
professorship conferred by
Plekhanov Russian Univer-
sity of Economics.

The President expressed
his best wishes for the con-
tinued progress and suc-

cess of Plekhanov Russian
University of Economics,
and for the physical and
mental well-being of all at-
tendees, including the Rec-
tor, faculty members, and
students. He also prayed for
the socioeconomic prosper-
ity and development of the
government and people of
the Russian Federation, and
for the everlasting friend-

ship between Myanmar and
Russia.

The President signed the
guestbook record of the G. V.
Plekhanov Russian Universi-
ty of Economics. The Rector
of G.V. Plekhanov Univer-
sity of Economics adorned
the President with the in-
signia sash of the Honorary
Professorship.

MNA
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and the Myanmar Digital

Master Plan 2030 is being

formulated and implemented.
Market potential

Myanmar possesses
a strong domestic market
within mainland Southeast
Asia. It provides access to
the massive international
markets of China, India, and
ASEAN member states not
only through land routes but
also via Myanmar's seaports
along the Bay of Bengal and
the Gulf of Mottama. Further-
more, Myanmar serves as a
sole, strategic land transport
hub/choke point facing the
Indian Ocean.

Sharing borders with India
(population of 1.47 billion)
and China (population of 1.41
billion)—two of the world's
largest markets—as well as
ASEAN member states with a
collective population of over
660 million, Myanmar serves
as a bridge connecting the
Southeast Asian and broader
Asian markets. Centering a
4,000-kilometer radius circle
on Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
is situated right at the center
of approximately 4 billion
people, representing half of
the global population.

It sits at the central cross-
roads of regional connectivity
routes, including the India—
Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral
Highway, the ASEAN High-
way Network, the East-West
Economic Corridor, and the
China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor. Due to its regional
geographic importance, My-
anmar participates as a full
member of ASEAN, the Lan-
cang-Mekong Cooperation
(LMC), and BIMSTEC, and
serves as a dialogue partner
in the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).

As a member of the Re-
gional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP)—
one of the world’s largest free
trade agreements—Myanmar
also enjoys trade connectivity
and opportunities with coun-
tries such as China, Japan,
South Korea, and Australia.

Investment opportunities
in Myanmar

To enhance bilateral eco-
nomic cooperation, we would
like to present Myanmar's
investment opportunities.
Myanmar has vast arable
land, abundant natural re-
sources, and rich freshwater
and marine resources. It also
offers favourable land and
water conditions for poultry,
pork, and beef production.

Livestock products can be
exported to Russia as well
as neighbouring China and
India.

Consequently, in formu-
lating and implementing poli-
cies for national economic
development, our government
leverages the country’s natu-
ral advantages in land, water,
climate, and strategic loca-
tion to develop an agro- and
livestock-based industrialized
economy. Thus, there are
exceptional investment op-
portunities for Russian inves-
tors in agricultural machinery,
seed production technology,
agricultural research, and
livestock farming (poultry,
pig, and cattle breeding).
Likewise, Myanmar is en-
couraging and inviting invest-
ments in value-added manu-
facturing. We invite Russian
enterprises to partner with
local businesses to establish
value-added production facil-
ities—such as agricultural in-
put manufacturing, edible oil
refining, food processing, and
seafood processing—as well
as manufacturing machinery
for industrial facilities and
investing in technology-based
industries. Opportunities also
exist for collaboration in re-
lated supporting sectors, such
as cold-storage warehousing
and logistics operations.

In particular, energy co-
operation remains a key cor-
nerstone of Myanmar—Russia
economic relations. Favoura-
ble conditions exist to expand
bilateral cooperation across
oil exploration and produc-
tion, oil refining, petroleum
products, chemical fertilizer
manufacturing, and natural
gas production.

Regarding hydropower
generation, Myanmar has
over 1,000 rivers and streams,
including four major rivers
with immense hydropower
potential: the Ayeyawady,
Thanlwin, Chindwin, and
Sittaung. With annual mon-
soon rainfall ranging between
2,000 mm and 5,000 mm, the
country possesses high hy-
dropower potential. Research
indicates a total theoretical
potential of 100 GW, with
a commercial potential of
40-50 GW.

In terms of solar energy,
lying between latitudes 9°N
and 28°N, Myanmar falls
within the "tropical solar belt"
with abundant sunlight and is
situated in an optimal zone for
solar power development. It
has the potential to generate
up to 51,973.8 terawatt-hours
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per year (TWh/year) using
solar energy.

Central Myanmar’s dry
zones—particularly the Mag-
way, Mandalay, and Sagaing
regions—are prime locations
that can produce the highest
solar energy yields through-
out the year. Furthermore,
tourism is a high-potential
sector capable of further ex-
panding Myanmar—Russia
economic cooperation. Myan-
mar’s mountain landscapes,
natural scenery, cultural her-
itage, and unique destina-
tions can attract tourists from
Russia as well as around the
world, creating investment
opportunities in tourism and
related hospitality services.

There are numerous cul-
tural and heritage destina-
tions to explore, such as the
world’s tallest seated marble
Buddha image, the Maravi-
jaya Buddha Image, along
with its stone-inscription
stupas in Nay Pyi Taw; the
famous Shwedagon Pagoda
in Yangon; the Kanbawza-
thadi Palace of the Toungoo
Dynasty in Bago; and the
Mya Nan San Kyaw Golden
Palace of the Konbaung Dy-
nasty in Mandalay. Myanmar
also features renowned beach
destinations such as Ngapali,
Chaungtha, and Ngwesaung,
with the pleasant, mild weath-
er from November to Febru-
ary offering the best time to
visit and relax.

Ancient cultural heritage
sites and national heritage
zones such as Sri Ksetra,
Hanlin, Beikthano, Bagan,
and Inwa—dating from the
4t to 9™ centuries AD—of-
fer rich historical traditions,
fascinating cultural customs,
and scenic landscapes, and we
warmly invite travelers and
researchers to visit.

Regarding entry require-
ments, a mutual visa exemp-
tion agreement allowing Rus-
sian and Myanmar holders
of diplomatic and special/
service passports a 90-day
visa-free entry entered into
force on January 27, 2026.
For ordinary tourists, a 30-
day visa-free stay is granted,
provided the visit is not for
employment, study, or per-
manent residency.

In today's global eco-
nomic environment, digital
transformation is advancing
rapidly. Investing in digi-
tal technology is an invest-
ment in Myanmar’s future
economic competitiveness.
Regarding the ICT sector,
Myanmar’s first and largest

ICT hub, the Yadanarpon
Cyber City project, has been
established near PyinOoLwin
in central Myanmar.

PyinOoLwin is well
known as a resort hill station
due to its temperate climate
and scenic surroundings. Lo-
cated close to the commercial
hub of Mandalay;, it is accessi-
ble via all-weather highways
and features an international-
standard airport capable of
handling jet aircraft, ensuring
smooth travel for both domes-
tic and international visitors.

At Yadanarpon Cyber
City, a major internet and
telecommunications service
hub for Myanmar has already
been developed by Yadan-
arpon Teleport. Covering
an area of approximately
4,047 hectares, the project
encompasses office spaces
for IT startups and software
development companies,
business incubation centers,
and an educational zone with
technological universities and
vocational training institutes.

A High-Tech Zone, a
manufacturing zone based on
technology and services that
will not damage the environ-
ment, to produce technology-
related goods has been desig-
nated. Therefore, interested
entrepreneurs from Russia are
invited to invest in digitiza-
tion of government services,
communication technology,
Al application, digital pay-
ment systems and creation
of an innovative economic
environment.

In investing in Myanmar,
you can establish industrial
zones and special economic
zones as well as integrated
farming zones and industrial
projects. As you know, My-
anmar has special economic
zone such as Thilawa, Dawei
and Kyauk Phyu SEZs. Thil-
awa SEZ in Yangon Region is
currently the most successful
one and the best choice for
maritime export-oriented en-
terprises and manufacturing
industries. Similarly, Dawei
SEZ implement in coopera-
tion between Myanmar and
Russia will be strategically
important site in the future.
You are invited to invest in
the SEZ.

In addition to Dawei deep
sea port and SEZ projects,
projects for a LNG terminal,
an oil refinery, power plants
and gas-based infrastructure
upgrades are strategic pro-
jects in bilateral cooperation.
Similarly, responsible invest-
ment that places emphasis on

skill development of local
workers and environmental
conservation in mining and
value-added processing im-
portant mineral and natural
resources of Myanmar with
the use of modern technolo-
gies is welcomed. Imple-
menting Myanmar-Russia
economic joint ventures can
develop local supply chains
and create opportunities for
boosting exports to regional
and international markets.
Measures taken to
facilitate financial flow

As for banking, money
exchange and bilateral coop-
eration, seven state-owned
banks and 25 private banks
are working together for local
and foreign money exchange
with international banks and
entities. Entrepreneurs are di-
rectly cooperating to facilitate
payment systems between
Russia and Myanmar. The
payment system of Russia,
Mir Card System and My-
anmar’s Myanmar Payment
Union (MPU) network have
been directly linked through
the Host-to-Host system.

Therefore, Russian tour-
ists and entrepreneurs can
withdraw cash from ATM
machines and make pay-
ments at stores and hotels in
Myanmar by using Mir Cards.
The Kyat-Ruble direct pay-
ments have been introduced
to facilitate bilateral trade
and lower transfer costs for
Russian businesses and the
system will help strengthen
the bilateral cooperation.

Similarly, measures are
being taken to open Russia-
Myanmar trade offices to
enhance bilateral economic
cooperation and trade. In
addition to boosting coopera-
tion and bilateral trade with
Russia, Myanmar has placed
emphasis on cooperation with
the EAEU. By implementing
new markets for agriculture,
aquatic and garment sec-
tors, opportunities for more
Myanmar products to enter
the Eurasia market can be
created.

The Agreement on the
Promotion and Protection of
Investments signed between
Myanmar and Russia entered
into force on 1 April 2026,
while the Memorandum of
Understanding on Economic
and Investment Cooperation
between the two countries
was also signed on 4 June
2026. Likewise, domestic
products and investments in
Myanmar are now protected
in accordance with the four
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intellectual property laws.

In inviting investments,
Myanmar places emphasis
on technology transfer, the
creation of quality employ-
ment opportunities, and the
development of domestic
industries. At the same time,
the President pledged to em-
phasize that the interests of
investors will also be pro-
tected and safeguarded in
accordance with the relevant
policies.

Potential for Achieving
Success

Myanmar has a large la-
bour force and more than
33 million acres of arable
land. In addition, the country
has fertile soil and a moder-
ate climate, making it well
suited for agricultural and
livestock production. With its
long coastline, Myanmar can
also successfully undertake
both freshwater and marine
aquaculture and export its
products to regional countries
and neighbouring markets.

Myanmar is also a coun-
try endowed with oil, natural
gas and mineral resources.
Russia, meanwhile, is a coun-
try with advanced agricultural
industrial technologies and
rich technological exper-
tise. It is widely recognized
that Russia has also made
significant advances in min-
ing, renewable energy and
technology sectors in line
with modern developments.
Therefore, 1 firmly believe
that combining Myanmar’s
abundant natural resources
and strategic location with
Russia’s technology and ex-
perience offers great potential
for achieving sustainable and
mutually beneficial economic
success between the two
countries.

In conclusion, Myanmar
will work with Russia as a re-
liable and strategic economic
partner on the path towards
long-term development. The
President expressed his wish
to jointly build between our
two countries “a partnership
based on trust, development
driven by technology, and a
mutually beneficial future.”
Myanmar invites Russian
businesspeople, investors
and technology companies to
come to Myanmar to invest
and work together as part-
ners in long-term sustainable
development. As relations
between the two countries
continue to deepen, they can
work together to achieve
sustainable,

See Page 15
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers remarks to families
of Myanmar Embassy and Military Attaché Office, and
trainees in Russian Federation

President U Min Aung Hlaing meets families of the Myanmar Embassy and Mili-
tary Attaché Office, and trainees in the Russian Federation.

Nay Pyi Taw August 19

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, currently
on an official visit to Moscow,
the Russian Federation, met
with and delivered remarks to
the families of the Myanmar
Embassy and the Military
Attaché Office at the Myan-
mar Embassy to the Russian
Federation today at 5:00 PM
local time.

Upon arrival at the embas-
sy, the President was warmly
welcomed by the families of
the embassy and the military
attaché office. Following the
reception, the President ad-
dressed the gathering.

The event was attended by
accompanying Union Minis-
ters, the Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Myanmar Space

Agency, the Chief Minister
of Taninthayi Region, senior
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services,
Deputy Ministers, Myanmar
Ambassador to the Russian
Federation U Myo Moe Aung
and his wife, Myanmar Mili-
tary Attaché (Army, Navy and
Air) Brig-Gen Moe Kyaw and
his wife, embassy and military
attaché family members, and
relevant officials.

In his address, the Presi-
dent stated that this official
visit to the Russian Federa-
tion came at the invitation
of President Mr Vladimir
Putin following his assump-
tion of the presidency. He
noted that diplomatic relations
between Myanmar and Rus-
sia commenced shortly after

Myanmar gained independ-
ence, maintaining consistently
strong ties, with Russia pro-
viding assistance to Myanmar
throughout successive eras.

He highlighted that ongo-
ing political instability across
different eras has been a sig-
nificant national vulnerability,
stemming largely from the
consequences of coloniza-
tion, and emphasized that the
resulting lack of progress over
many years serves as a crucial
lesson.

The President shared that
since his time serving in the
military, he has discharged
his duties with a commitment
to the nation's betterment,
and as President, he contin-
ues working with genuine
goodwill toward national
progress and development.

He affirmed ongoing efforts to
fulfill democratic and federal
rights demanded by ethnic
nationalities, while striving
to achieve domestic peace
and stability.

He further noted that in
developing educated human
resources, efforts are un-
derway to eclevate national
education standards along-
side sending scholars abroad
annually. He emphasized
the need to foster positive
international and workplace
relations, encouraging train-
ees to consistently read books
and literature to broaden their
general knowledge in addition
to mastering their professional
fields.

The President reaffirmed
the commitment to firmly ad-
vancing along the multiparty
democratic path desired by the
public, continually enhancing
citizen capabilities, and ensur-
ing a positive legacy for future
generations.

It is necessary to cultivate
the desire to work with good
intentions when serving the
interests of the country. Those
currently serving as diplomats
in the Russian Federation and
trainee officers pursuing their
studies there are leaders in
their respective departments.
Therefore, they are urged to
study, strive and work with the
determination to contribute to
the development of the coun-
try in their respective areas of
responsibility and make every

effort to successfully accom-
plish their assigned duties.

The President urged them
to faithfully discharge their
responsibilities with a firm
commitment to serving the
country while it is pursuing
a sound political path, with
the spirit of protecting the
country as Myanmar nation-
als whenever the nation faces
challenges, and with sincere
goodwill and the desire to
contribute to the country's
well-being.

He also urged the trainees
to learn about the true events
and authentic history of their
country and to help interna-
tional students who are unfa-
miliar with Myanmar's history
and actual circumstances gain
a better understanding of
them. He stressed that while
staying abroad, they should
not forget the national flag and
national anthem and should
live with a strong sense of be-
ing Myanmar nationals.

The President said that
cooperation between Myan-
mar and Russia is currently
expanding and improving
rapidly across various sectors.
In addition to trade, the two
countries will further promote
cooperation in a wide range
of areas, including culture,
education and other sectors
where bilateral exchanges can
be developed. He said that by
applying the knowledge and
skills they have acquired,
they could greatly contribute

to strengthening multifaceted
cooperation between the two
countries. As the State invests
financial resources and man-
power in sending scholars
abroad for further studies, he
stressed that the individual
efforts of each scholar should
ultimately contribute to the
interests of the country.

He also urged them to
make every effort while
abroad to learn languages
and literature that would ben-
efit their future lives and ca-
reers, while keeping up with
rapidly advancing computer
technologies. He encouraged
them to read, remember, study
and apply knowledge gained
from informative books. Such
efforts, he said, would greatly
benefit their performance of
individual duties and their in-
teractions with people in their
surroundings. He also called
on everyone to live together in
unity, solidarity and harmony.

Afterwards, the President
presented food items and
honorariums to the embassy
and military attaché office
families, which were received
by the Ambassador and the
Myanmar military attaché
(Army, Navy and Air).

The President then signed
the visitors' book at the Em-
bassy of Myanmar in the Rus-
sian Federation and warmly
greeted members of the em-
bassy and military attaché
office families, according to
reports. MNA
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robust and mutually ben-
eficial economic develop-
ment between Myanmar and
Russia.

The Rector of G.V. Ple-
khanov University of Eco-
nomics presented the Medal
of Merit of the university to
the President.

The President and the

attendees took the documen-
tary photos taken.

At the Situation Center
of the University, officials
briefed the President and
members of the delegation
on the university’s informa-
tion analysis and research
activities concerning the
population and GDP re-
lated foreign investment and

budgetary data, economic
development and changes,
foreign exchange rates and
other economic indicators,
analysis on information
about market fluctuations,
calculation of Myanmar’s
population, geographical
conditions, and regional
revenues and expenditures
based on data obtained from

Myanmar, direct monitor-
ing by region, components
of low-orbit satellites de-
veloped by the university
and maritime navigation
activities, and conducting
research aimed at advanc-
ing science and technol-
ogy as well as improving
education and teaching, the
technologies used to assess

developments in informa-
tion technology (IT) across
universities and the univer-
sity’s related technological
advancements.

The President asked
questions and held discus-
sions on matters he wished
to know more about based
on the presentations. Af-
terwards, the President

presented commemorative
gifts to the Rector of the
G.V. Plekhanov Russian
University of Economics.
The President then de-
parted from the G.V. Ple-
khanov Russian University
of Economics, where the
Rector and officials warmly
saw him off.
MNA

people.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
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