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President U Min Aung Hlaing holds meeting with

A, S i

President U Min Aung Hlaing holds meeting with President of the Russian Federation Mr. Vladim

L}

the Grand Kremlin Palace.

Nay Pyi Taw August 18

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, who
is currently in the Russian
Federation to pay an Official
Visit, held a meeting with
President of the Russian Fed-
eration Mr. Vladimir Putin at
the Grand Kremlin Palace in
Moscow at 3 pm local stand-
ard time today.

On arrival at the Grand
Kremlin Palace where the
meeting would be held, the
Russian President cordially
welcomed the President of
Myanmar and they held a
separate meeting.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Union ministers and
officials who accompany the
President of Myanmar and
the Myanmar Ambassador
to the Russian Federation.
The Russian President was

"‘ l u |’.
L'
o [

accompanied by the Deputy
Prime Minister of Russian
Federation, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Rus-
sian Federation, an Aide to
the President of the Russian
Federation, and senior gov-
ernment officials, the Russian
Ambassador to Myanmar and
officials.

At the meeting, the Presi-
dent of the Russian Fed-
eration said that he is very
pleased and delighted to
have the opportunity to meet
once again with President of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar U Min Aung
Hlaing and his delegation.
At present, Myanmar is ex-
periencing flooding, and he
expressed his sympathy and
encouragement to the flood-
affected people. Diplomatic
relations between our two
countries were established

-

President of Russian Federa

in 1948 and have contin-
ued to develop positively
throughout history. Russian
is grateful to Myanmar for
its support for cooperation
between Russia and ASEAN.
They are actively cooperating
on the international stage,
and there is also a need to
further enhance coopera-
tion in the economic sector.
Therefore, it is necessary to
implement projects that can
be undertaken through bilat-
eral cooperation. Relations
between the two coun-tries
are also developing in the

security sector. During Your E

Excellency’s current visit to

S — — -
~ Tiog =

¢ his pleasure for the oppor-

tunities to hold the meeting.

In response, the President
of Myanmar stated that he is
deeply pleased and honoured
by the warm and cordial

- welcome extended to he

and his entourage, and he
expressed his sincere grati-
tude. He has visited Russia
several times before, and
this is my first visit since be-
ing elected as President. The

% two countries are actively

i S

ir Putin at

countries and make progress
in these areas. He expressed

Russia, there are opportuni- £=

ties for discussions and study.
He expressed his belief that
during this visit, they will be
able to hold detailed discus-
sions on various areas of
cooperation between the two

President U Min Aung Hlaing and President Mr. Vladimir Putin deliver joint
press statements to the media.

b s % —
= A . A

cooperating across various
fields, including international
relations. Myanmar has been
experiencing floods since last
month. He is deeply grateful
for Your Excellency’s expres-
sion of sympathy and concern
for the people of Myanmar.
Myanmar also suffered sig-
nificant losses in the Manda-

President U Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with President Mr. Vladimir Putin.

tion Mr. Vladimir Putin

lay earthquake last year. They
have not forgotten, to this
day, that Your Excellency’s
side sent special teams and
rescue teams at that time, and
he expressed his gratitude
once again. Cooperation
between the two countries
in various sectors is pro-
gressing rapidly, and there
are many areas in which they
can continue to cooperate in
the future. He looks forward
to discussing these matters in
detail with Your Excellency.
Myanmar’s relations with
the international community
have also undergone chan-
ges and further developed,
although there are still many
areas in which they need to
continue their efforts. Russia
has provided support and
See Page 14

President U Min Aung Hlaing and President Mr. Vladimir Putin attend the sign-
ing and exchange ceremony for agreements and Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) between the two governments.
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Prime Minister of
Russian Federation H.E. Mikhail Vladimirovich Mishustim.

Nay Pyi Taw August 18

President of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, who
was on an Official Visit
to Moscow, the Russian
Federation, held talks with
Prime Minister of Russian
Federation H.E. Mikhail
Vladimirovich Mishustim
at the meeting hall of the
House of the Government
of the Russian Federation at
12.30pm local time.

On arrival at the Rus-
sian Government Office,
the President was welcomed
by the Prime Minister of

Russia, and they posed for
documentary photos. Later,
the meeting was held.

Also present at the meet-
ing together with the Presi-
dent were members of the
delegation, union minis-
ters U Khin Maung Yi, U
Tin Maung Swe, Dr. Chaw
Chaw Sein, Dr. Thet Khaing
Win, U Ko Ko Lwin, and Dr.
Charlie Than, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Myanmar
Space Agency Dr. Soe My-
int Maung, Chief Minister
of Taninthayi U Zaw Naing
Oo, senior military offic-
ers from the Office of the

Commander-in-Chief, and
the Myanmar ambassador
to Russian Federation and
officials. The Russian Prime
Minister was accompanied
by cabinet members, the
Russian ambassador to My-
anmar and officials.
During the talks, the
Russian Prime Minister
accorded a warm welcome
to the President on the oc-
casion of his Official Visit
to Russia. He reaffirmed
the continued promotion
of strategic cooperation
between Myanmar and Rus-
sia. Myanmar is an impor-

tant strategic partner of
Russia in Southeast Asia
and Asia Pacific region, he
noted, reiterating the further
strengthening of multiple
sector cooperation between
the two countries.

The President expressed
his pleasure at meeting the
Prime Minister again. The
President said it is his 14"
visit to Russia, and the first
State goodwill visit after
assuming the duties of the
President. The current talks
will allow the two countries
to discuss friendship, mutual
understanding, trust, and

multi-sector cooperation,
he noted.

They then cordially
exchanged views on the

| improving bilateral friend-

ship and cooperation, the

| clear indication of friendly

ties and mutual respect and
appreciation according to
long-standing and excellent

| diplomatic relations, Rus-

sia’s firm stand and support
for the benefit of Myanmar
and its people on the inter-
national stage, Myanmar’s
efforts to further improve
its international relations
including with regional and
ASEAN countries, brighter
potentials for the progress of
economic sector and invest-
ments, resulting from forg-
ing of stronger friendship
with the Russian federal
states in addition to the cen-
tral government, means to
deepen cooperation in trade,
investment, agriculture, dig-
ital technology, industrial
sector, education, health,
religious and cultural fields,
maritime transport, trans-
formation, tourism, sports,
farming, and MSMEs be-
tween the two countries.
The President and the Prime
Minister also discussed mat-
ters relating to educational
cooperation covering the
scholarship programs to
generate educated human

resources required for na-
tional development, ongoing
cooperation in satellite and
space technology after the
signing of the Agreement
between the Government
of the Republic of the Un-
ion of Myanmar and the
Government of the Russian
Federation on Cooperation
in the Field of Research
and Use of Quter Space
for Peaceful Purposes,
selection and training of
Myanmar cosmonauts for
spaceflights in cooperation
with Russia, the Myanmar
Space Agency’s coopera-
tion with international space
agencies and organizations
including the UN to use
satellite and space technol-
ogy in agriculture, natural
disaster management, and
environment conservation
and other socioeconomic
development sectors, deep-
ening of energy cooperation
in oil, gas, energy genera-
tion including small-scale
nuclear power generation,
continued promotion of
cooperation in multi-sectors
including maritime trans-
port and aquatic product
exports.

After the meeting, the
Russian Prime Minister
warmly escorted and bid
farewell to the President.

MNA

President of Republic of Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
pays tribute at Tomb of Unknown Soldler in Moscow

Nay Pyi Taw August 18

On his official state visit
to Moscow, the Russian
Federation, President of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar U Min Aung
Haling laid a condolence
wreath and paid tribute at
the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in Moscow this
morning.

First, the President, ac-
companied by members
of his entourage, arrived
at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Mos-
cow and was greeted by
officials of the government

of the Russian Federation
and the military head of
Moscow.

Then, the President and
his entourage laid a con-
dolence wreath, carried by
two soldiers, and paid one-
minute silent salute to fallen
heroes, followed by the
national anthem of the Re-

public of the Union of My-

anmar played by the guard

of honor of the Russian
Federation.

Afterward, the President

took the marching salute of
the guard of honor and cor-
dially greeted responsible
officials.

MNA
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing lays a condolence wreath at

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Moscow,

the Russian Federation.
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President U Min Aung Hlaing holds meeting with
the Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

President U Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with Mr. Vyacheslav
Volodin, Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation.

Nay Pyi Taw August 18

President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar U Min Aung
Hlaing, who is currently in Mos-
cow of the Russian Federation to
pay an official visit met with H.E.
Mr. Vyacheslav Volodin, Chairman
of the State Duma of the Russian
Federation, and held a meeting at the
building of the State Duma at 10 am
local standard time today.

The meeting was also attended
by U Khin Maung Yi, U Tin Maung
Swe, Dr Chaw Chaw Sein, Dr Thet
Khaing Win and U Ko Ko Lwin
who accompany the President, My-
anmar Ambassador to the Russian
Federation U Myo Moe Aung and
officials. The Chairman of the State
Duma of the Russian Federation was
accompanied by Vice Chairman of
the State Duma Mr. Sholban Kara-
Ool and officials from the Duma
committees.

On arrival at the building of

the State Duma where the meet-
ing would be held, the high-level
Myanmar delegation led by the
President was welcomed by the
Chairman of the State Duma of the
Russian Federation and they posed
for documentary photos.

At the meeting, the President of
Myanmar and the Chairman of the
State Duma cordially discussed the
plans to further strengthen friendly
ties, bilateral trust and cooperation
between parliaments which are
legislative pillers of both countries,
more improvement of friendship
between the two countries and
peoples of both countries through
the inter-parliamentary coopera-
tion, progress of relations between
the two countries based on equality,
mutial respects and non-interference
in internal affairs, situations to
exchange goodwill visits between
the Hluttaws to share experiences,
successful holding of a fair and

prestigeous election in Myanmar,
efforts of Hluttaws participated by
people’s representatives and the
government democratically elected
in carrying out national develop-
ment, peace and stability measures
in order to practically implement
the people’s desires, endeavours of
the government to firmly initiate the
democratic process, observation of
election observation teams from
international community including
those from Russia at the election
held in Myanmar, showing their
findings for the free and fair election,
the plans to further cement coopera-
tion and friendly relations between
Hluttaws from both countries, and
continuous enhancement of friend-
ship and cooperation in multiple
sectors between the two countries.
After the meeting, the President
of Myanmar cordially greeted the
Chairman of the State Duma and
party. MNA

From Page 12

assistance to Myanmar for many
years in various sectors, includ-
ing Myanmar’s development.
He reiterated his gratitude, as
much of the progress achieved
to date has also benefited from
Russia’s strong support and as-
sistance. Given the long-standing
historical relations between the
two countries, these ties will
remain strong in the future. He
reaffirmed that Myanmar will
always remain a trusted and reli-
able friend of Russia in Southeast
Asia. Myanmar is always ready to
cooperate.

Afterward, President of the
Republic of the Union of My-
anmar U Min Aung Hlaing, and
President of the Russian Federa-
tion Mr. Vladimir Putin cordially

and openly exchanged views on

the political developments in
Myanmar, the government’s ef-
forts to achieve domestic peace,
Myanmar’s strict crackdowns to
eradicate online gambling and on-
line financial fraud, the enhance-
ment of cooperation with regional
countries, optimal collaboration
within ASEAN, and the pros-
pects for continued multi-sectoral
cooperation between Myanmar
and Russia, including bilateral
friendship, defense, security,
agriculture, livestock breeding,
industry, education, science and
technology, space technology,
health, and tourism as well as
cooperation on the establishment
of Dawei deepsea port and Special
Economic Zone.

Following this, the President

of Myanmar and the President of
the Russian Federation attended
the bilateral talks.

During the meeting, ministers
from both countries held dis-
cussions on mutual cooperation
in sectors including education,
health, industrial manufacturing,
energy, trade, science and technol-
ogy, economy, space science and
technology cooperation, maritime
trade, transport and other potential
areas of collaboration. Both Presi-
dents contributed supplementary
discussions based on the points
raised by the ministers.

Subsequently, a signing and
exchange ceremony for agree-
ments and Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) between
the two governments took place. A
total of 12 MoUs and agreements

were signed and exchanged in the
presence of the two Presidents by
the Myanmar Ambassador to the
Russian Federation and relevant
Union Ministers alongside their
Russian counterparts and officials.
These included a declaration on
methods to counter and address
the negative impacts of unilateral
coercive measures between the
two nations, MoUs for the elec-
tric power sector and the oil and
natural gas sectors, an MoU on
cooperation in the fields of radio-
electronics and digital technology,
a memorandum of cooperation
between competition authorities,
an MoU on cooperation in the
fields of culture and art, an MoU
on cooperation in information and
communication technology (ICT),
an MoU on cooperation in satellite

navigation systems, manned space
flights, the satellite-based search
and rescue system (COSPAS-
SARSAT), and the Automated
Warning System on Hazardous
Situations in Outer Space (AS-
POS), as well as an MoU between
the Myanmar Space Agency and
the Plekhanov Russian Univer-
sity of Economics, and an MoU
between the Myanmar Space
Agency and Bauman Moscow
State Technical University.
Following the ceremony, the
President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation
delivered joint press statements to
the media, with reports indicating
that the full joint statements will
be released separately.
MNA

World Insights: U.S. haunted by its warmongering toward Iran

Washington August 18

About six months into the Iran
war, the aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln has become a stark symbol of
how Washington's pursuit of military
solutions is increasingly coming back
to haunt itself.

As the conflict drags on, months
of prolonged deployment are ex-
hausting U.S. service members,
straining military resources and
exposing the mounting costs of a
conflict that Washington has yet to
bring to a decisive end.

U.S. Central Command chief
Admiral Brad Cooper sought to reas-
sure the crew of the USS Abraham

Lincoln on Sunday, highlighting
their "resilience" during a visit to the
carrier. His remarks came after media
reports raised concerns over dete-
riorating conditions aboard the ship,
whose deployment has been extended
for months by the war with Iran.
The USS Abraham Lincoln left
its home port of San Diego last
November and was later redirected
to the Middle East for U.S. military
operations in the war with Iran.
With about 5,000 sailors and
Marines aboard, the carrier has gone
more than 200 days without a port
call, setting a modern-day record for
consecutive days at sea, according

to Democratic Sen. Richard Blu-
menthal.

The prolonged deployment has
taken a toll on living conditions
aboard the carrier. Stars and Stripes
reported complaints about food and
water shortages, disrupted mail ser-

vice and a lack of regular port calls |

after months at sea.

Meanwhile, the newspaper said
family members had raised concerns
about sailors' exhaustion and mental
health directly with the acting secre-
tary of the Navy, citing one military
spouse as saying that her husband had
told her he hoped he would not wake
up the next day. Xinhua

This photo taken on Aug. 17, 2026 shows the White House in
Washington, D.C., the United States.
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(Statement and Local News)

Nay Pyi Taw August 18
At the invitation of His Excellency Mr. Aleksandr
Lukashenko, President of the Republic of Belarus, His
Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, will pay an Official Visit to
the Republic of Belarus following his Official Visit to the
Russian Federation.

Press Release

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, H.E.
U Min Aung Hlaing to pay Official Visit to the Republic of Belarus

During the visit, the President of Myanmar will meet
with the President of the Republic of Belarus, the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Belarus, and the Chairman of
the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Belarus and other officials from the Bela-
rusian Government. The President will cordially discuss
matters relating to the further consolidation of the existing

bilateral friendship and mutually beneficial cooperation in
all areas of common interest including economic, security
and social sectors. During the visit, the President will also
attend the Opening Ceremony of the Myanmar Embassy in
Minsk and the Myanmar-Belarus Business Forum.

The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers
and officials during the visit.

Vice President U Nyo Saw, Chairman of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal Trade, attends and delivers an
opening address at the (1/2026) coordination meeting of the
Steerlng Commlttee for Antl-Illegal Trade

and taking action against
illegal cargo transport in ac-
cordance with the law, mat-
ters concerning ensuring the
smooth and secure flow of
goods along trade routes, and
efforts to enable the use of the

- currently utilized container E-
- Lock system across all trade

.. routes, while urging every-

Vice President U Nyo Saw delivering an opening address at the (1/2026) coordination meeting of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal Trade.

Nay Pyi Taw August 18
The (1/2026) coordina-
tion meeting of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal
Trade was held today at 10:00
AM at the Union Government
Office conference hall, at-

tended by Steering Commit-
tee Chairman Vice President
U Nyo Saw, Vice Chairmen,
committee members, Chair-
men of the Anti-Illegal Trade
Special Task Forces from the
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area,

Regions, and States, depart-
mental officials, and invited
guests.

At the meeting, the Vice
President, provided detailed
instructions regarding the
seizure status of illegal trade

during the current period cov-
ering April, May, June, and
July 2026, the implementa-
tion of guidance provided by
the President, matters related
to conducting orderly inspec-
tions at border checkpoints

& one to carry out anti-illegal

trade operations as a national
duty to reduce and eliminate

{ illegal trade.

Next, the Secretary of the
Steering Committee, Deputy
Minister for Commerce U
Win Myint Khaing, presented
the completion status of deci-
sions made at the previous
Steering Committee meeting
alongside upcoming work
plans. Vice Chairmen of the
Steering Committee, Union
Minister for Home Affairs
Lieutenant General Nyunt
Win Swe and Union Minister

for Finance and Revenue Dr.
Kan Zaw, together with Steer-
ing Committee members Un-
ion Minister for Commerce U
Tun Ohn and Deputy Minister
for Defence Major General
Aung Myo Thant, then de-
tailed their respective min-
istry-level anti-illegal trade
operations, achievements,
and future action plans. Ad-
ditionally, Chairmen of the
Anti-Illegal Trade Special
Task Forces from the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area, Regions,
and States reported on their
implementation progress,
while other attendees pre-
sented general matters.

In response to the pres-
entations, the Vice President
conducted a review and dis-
cussion, provided necessary
instructions and guidance,
delivered closing remarks,
and adjourned the meeting.

MNA

France publishes updated military programming law for 2024-2030

Paris August 18
France on Tuesday
promulgated an updated
military programming law
for 2024-2030 to accelerate
the country's rearmament

efforts.

The update to France's
2024-2030 Military Pro-
gramming Law, originally
enacted in 2023, increases
the defense budget for 2026-

2030 by 36 billion euros
(about 41.7 billion U.S.
dollars), bringing total fund-
ing for 2024-2030 to 436
billion euros (about 504.7
billion U.S. dollars) in cur-

rent terms.

According to the French
government, defense spend-
ing will rise to at least 2.5
percent of the country's
GDP in 2030, with a target

of reaching 3.5 percent of
GDP by 2035.

The law also transforms
France's Defense and Citi-
zenship Day into a Mobiliza-
tion Day. Refocused on the

fundamentals of national
defense, the event will place
greater emphasis on mili-
tary activities and national
cohesion.

Xinhua

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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