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Global news media have presented different accounts
of displaced persons from Rakhine State, and “the boat
people” migrating to other countries, as well as those liv-
ing in camps in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh. It is observed
that these reports, publications, and broadcasts are one-
sided and based on misinformation and disinformation.
Therefore, Myanmar wishes to clarify the true account of
displaced persons from Rakhine State as follows:

The reality on the ground regarding displaced persons
from northern Rakhine State was that in October and
November 2016 and in August 2017, the ARSA terrorist
group carried out simultaneous and coordinated attacks on
police outposts and battalions in northern Rakhine State.
In addition, the terrorist group carried out killings of civil
servants and local ethnic people. In a defensive response,
the Tatmadaw had to undertake counter-terrorism meas-
ures. As a result of the threats and attacks by the ARSA
terrorist group, local ethnic people fled to other towns and
villages, while a large number of Bengalis crossed over
to Bangladesh.

According to the records, more than 740,000 Bengalis
resided in Buthidaung, Maungdaw and Rathedaung town-
ships in Rakhine State prior to the ARSA terrorist attacks.
Following the incidents, more than 200,000 Bengalis re-
mained in these areas whereas more than 540,000 Bengalis
fled to Bangladesh. Based on these figures, the narrative
referring to more than one million displaced persons from
Rakhine State has been found to be inaccurate.

Press Statement on Myanmar’s ongoing efforts on repatriation
of displaced persons from Rakhine State
(15 August 2026, Nay Pyi Taw)

In order to repatriate the displaced persons, Myanmar
concluded three bilateral agreements with Bangladesh
within two months. In accordance with these agreements,
Myanmar made necessary arrangements to receive the
displaced persons on three occasions — on 23 January
2018 as agreed in the Arrangement, on 15 November 2018
as agreed at the Joint Working Group meeting, and on 22
August 2019 following notification from China and Bang-
ladesh. However, none of the displaced persons returned
to Myanmar on the three occasions.

Of the list of 828,824 displaced persons provided by
Bangladesh, Myanmar had verified 426,545 individu-
als as of 31 July 2026. Among those verified, 308,797
individuals were found to be former residents of Rakhine
State, whereas 4,241 individuals were found to have been
involved in terrorist activities, while the data of 113,507
individuals could not be verified.

In light of the figures mentioned above, Myanmar
expresses its concern over allegations that all individuals
residing in the camps in Bangladesh are from Myanmar.
Myanmar categorically rejects the expression and al-
legations that “the boat people” and other persons who
have arrived in other countries, using a nomenclature that
falsely claims an ethnic identity which has never existed
in Myanmar, originated from Myanmar.

Due to the immigration checks conducted in 1978,
1991 and 1992, some Bengalis from Rakhine State fled to
Bangladesh. However, as per bilateral agreements between

the two countries, Myanmar had successfully received
186,968 displaced persons between 1978 and 1979, and
236,495 displaced persons between 1992 and 2005.

Myanmar has made every effort with genuine goodwill
for expeditious repatriation of verified displaced persons
who had resided in Rakhine State. In preparation for re-
ceiving them under a Pilot Project, Myanmar organized
one “Come-and-See” visit to Rakhine State, two “Go-and-
Talk” visits to Bangladesh, two visits by Myanmar del-
egations to Bangladesh for in-person verification process
and two diplomatic tours to observe the preparations for
the Pilot Project.

In the spirit of good neighbourliness, Myanmar will
continue to cooperate with Bangladesh to facilitate the
voluntary return of verified displaced persons in a safe
and dignified manner. The repatriation of displaced per-
sons is a matter to be resolved between the two countries.
Therefore, Myanmar is deeply displeased with the wrong
portrayal of the issue as an international issue. Myanmar
will continue to cooperate constructively with friendly
countries with regard to the repatriation of displaced
persons.

Myanmar will receive the displaced persons who have
been verified as former residents of Rakhine State when the
security situation in Rakhine State becomes more stable.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
Dated, 15 August 2026

Myinmu Township

to grow more than

1,000 acres of rainfed paddy this year

Large volume of
dried spiny eels sent

Myinmu August 14

Myinmu Township Ag-
riculture Department stated
that local farmers decided to
grow more than 1,000 acres
of rainfed paddy as monsoon
crops in Myinmu Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop season, Myin-
mu Township has set a target
of cultivating 12,138 acres
of rainfed monsoon paddy.

A vast stretch of monsoon paddy fields.

Planting began in July this
year, and 1,212 acres have
been planted so far.

“This year, more than
12,000 acres of monsoon
paddy are targeted for cul-
tivation in Myinmu Town-
ship. More than 1,000 acres
have already been planted
as of today. We are making
arrangements to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
cultivated. The necessary

agricultural technologies
and quality seeds will be
provided for monsoon pad-
dy cultivation. We are also
conducting field activities
to help farmers plant their
monsoon paddy in a timely
manner,” said U Soe Pa-
ing, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department in
Myinmu Township.

During this year’s mon-
soon crop season, the Town-

ship Agriculture Department
and local farmers are work-
ing together to ensure that
monsoon paddy is cultivated
systematically and without
difficulties.

In Myinmu Township,
farmers cultivating monsoon
paddy are being provided
with agricultural technical
guidance and awareness on

| preventing pest infestations,

minimizing crop damage and
losses, and ensuring that har-
vested paddy is transported
under proper shelter in a
timely manner.

This year, staff mem-
bers from the Township Ag-
riculture Department are
conducting field activities
to provide farmers with ag-
ricultural technical guidance
aimed at ensuring success-
ful growth and good yields
of monsoon paddy. These
activities include selecting
and cultivating quality seeds,
monitoring for pest infesta-
tions, puddling and weeding,
removing off-type plants,
and systematic broadcasting
of fertilizers. 206

to Yangon market
in July

Myaungmya August 14

Local merchants from
Myaungmya Township of
Ayeyawady Region shipped
a large volume of dried
spiny eels to Yangon market
in July, said Daw Kyu Kha-
ing, the owner of fish-paste
and dried fish trading in
Myaungmya Township.

Fish-drying and trading
businesses in Myaungmya
Township are purchasing
locally produced fresh spiny
eels and systematically dry-
ing them for export and
sale. During June, a to-
tal of only 35,000 viss of
dried spiny eels could be
exported and sold, while
as many as 52,000 viss of
dried spiny eels were sold
in July.

“Last month, sales of
dried spiny eels to the Yan-
gon market were strong.
We were able to export and

sell a large volume of dried
spiny eels within a single
month because demand
from the Yangon market has
increased. The dried spiny
eel business creates em-
ployment opportunities for
local people. As orders for
dried fish have increased,
everyone involved in the
dried spiny eel business
and related activities has
benefited,” said Daw Kyu
Khaing.

Locally produced dried
spiny eels exported and sold
from Myaungmya Township
to the Yangon market are
currently priced at K45,000
to K58,000 per viss. The
increased volume of dried
fish being exported and sold
from the area has benefited
dried-fish business owners,
fishermen and dried-fish
workers.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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Pwintbyu August 14

Local authorities have ear-
marked cultivation of 56,051
acres of chicpea as cold season
crops in Pwintbyu Township
of Magway Region this year,
according to the Township
Agriculture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township,
56,051 acres of chickpea are
planned to be cultivated during
the winter crop season, with
planting scheduled to begin in
October this year. To improve
crop yields, efforts will be

A thriving chickp

o L

made to ensure that farmers
have access to quality and pure
seeds, along with agricultural
extension services and techni-
cal knowledge.

“This year, a total of
56,051 acres of chickpea are
planned to be cultivated in
Pwintbyu Township during
the winter crop season. Field
activities will be carried out
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
In order to improve the yield
and quality of chickpea and

ea plantation.

@
Pwintbyu Township to grow more than
50,000 acres of chickpea this year

season in Pwintbyu Township,
the Township Agriculture De-
partment will support chickpea
growers in expanding the culti-
vation of Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
varieties, which are well suited
to local conditions and produce
good yields. Farmers will also
be provided with agricultural

Je extension services on cultiva-

other pulses, we will work
together with farmers to pro-
vide the necessary quality
and pure seeds, agricultural
inputs and technical knowl-
edge. In addition, support will
be provided to ensure suffi-
cient irrigation water, proper
cultivation methods and the
availability of required seeds,”
said Daw Moe Moe Wali,
Head of the Township Agricul-
ture Department in Pwintbyu
Township.

During the winter crop

' tion in accordance with Good

Agricultural Practices (GAP),
systematic use of fertilizers
and agricultural inputs, and
prevention and control of pests
and diseases.

If chickpea is cultivated to
achieve higher yields and bet-
ter quality, it will not only meet
local consumption needs but
also generate income by sell-
ing surplus production. This
will contribute to improving
the socioeconomic well-being
of local communities. There-
fore, farmers should strive to
expand chickpea cultivation,
said Daw Moe Moe Wai.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

YeU Township completes cultivation of
more than 1,000 acres of vegetables

YeU August 14

Local farmers have so far
planted more than 1,000 acres
of vegetables as monsoon
crops in YeU Township of
Sagaing Region, according
to the township Department
of Agriculture.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop season, YeU
Township has set a target of
cultivating 3,500 acres of
vegetables. Vegetable cultiva-
tion began in May this year,
and 1,605 acres have been
planted so far.

“This year, more than
3,000 acres of vegetables
are targeted for cultivation

in YeU Township during
the monsoon crop season.
More than 1,000 acres have
already been planted as of
today. We are making ar-
rangements to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
cultivated. The vegetables
include mustard greens, chil-
li, spices, potato, cabbage,
eggplant and cauliflower.
Farmers are being provided
with technical assistance so
that all vegetables can be
cultivated in accordance with
Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP). They are also being
given technical guidance on
cultivating all vegetables in

a way that minimizes chem-
ical residues and ensures
that the produce is safe and
healthy,” said Daw Aye Nyein
Thant, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department in
YeU Township.

This year, the Township
Agriculture Department is
providing vegetable grow-
ers in YeU Township with
technical training on GAP-
compliant cultivation, as well
as technical guidance to en-
sure that vegetables produced
from their farms are safe and
suitable for consumption. Ef-
forts are also being made to
encourage farmers to expand

vegetable cultivation.
Various seasonal vegeta-
bles are cultivated annually
in YeU Township. As the veg-
etable crops grown by farm-
ers are thriving successfully,
they are generating income
for their families. The Town-
ship Agriculture Department
is also providing farmers
who plan to grow vegetables
with awareness-raising and
technical guidance on proper
cultivation methods, preven-
tion of pest infestations, and
the preparation and use of
organic fertilizers, natural
pesticides and pest repellents.
206

More than 28,000 acres of croplands placed
under groundnut plants in Kani Township

Kani August 14

Statistics of Kani Town-
ship Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers grew
28,710 acres of groundnut
as monsoon crops in Kani
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop season, Kani
Township has set a target of
cultivating 29,390 acres of
groundnut. Planting began in
May this year, and local farm-

ers have planted 28,710 acres
of crops so far.

“This year, more than
29,000 acres of groundnut
were targeted for cultivation
in Kani Township during the
monsoon crop season, and
more than 28,000 acres have
already been planted. We are
also making arrangements
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully cultivated.
Groundnut, as an oilseed crop,
is performing well, and its

cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said Daw
Saw Thandar Nwe, Head of
the Township Agriculture De-
partment in Kani Township.
In Kani Township, about
one and a half baskets of seed
are required to cultivate one
acre of groundnut. The total
cost, including seed, labour,
fertilizer and pesticides, is
more than K200,000 per acre.
An average yield of more than
50 baskets per acre can be

obtained.

This year, staff members
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department have been
conducting field inspections
of groundnut plantations
to ensure successful crop
growth, prevent pest and
disease infestations, and keep
the fields free of weeds. They
have also been carrying out
field monitoring and main-
taining surveillance records.

206

Mingin Township
sees completion of
growing more than

4,000 acres of
rainfed sesame

Mingin August 14

Agricultural data com-
piled by Mingin Township
Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers
planted 4,459 acres of rain-
fed sesame as monsoon
crops in Mingin Township
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop season,
authorities from Mingin
Township have earmarked
cultivation of 21,257 acres
of rainfed sesame. Plant-
ing began in May this year,
and 4,459 acres have been
planted so far against the
target cultivation.

“This year, more than
21,000 acres of rainfed ses-
ame were targeted for culti-
vation in Mingin Township
during the monsoon crop
season, and 4,459 acres
have already been planted.
We are also making arrange-
ments to ensure that the
targeted acreage is fully
cultivated. Efforts are be-
ing made to expand sesame
cultivation, improve yields
and promote cultivation in
accordance with Good Ag-

ricultural Practices (GAP),”
said U Shan Oat Keim, Head
of the Township Agricul-
ture Department in Mingin
Township.

This year, the Town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment is providing rainfed
sesame growers in Mingin
Township with awareness-
raising and technical guid-
ance on expanding sesame
cultivation, applying proper
cultivation methods and
GAP practices, and us-
ing quality and pure seeds
as well as high-yielding
varieties.

Crops produced in ac-
cordance with GAP have
better quality and can com-
mand higher prices than
those cultivated using other
methods. They also have the
advantage of being market-
able not only in domestic
markets but also in overseas
markets. Therefore, farmers
who adopt GAP practices
can gain greater economic
benefits, which will contrib-
ute to improvements in their
socioeconomic well-being.

206
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