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(Local and International News)
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Pwintbyu Township sees completion of
harvesting summer paddy plantations

i (i

Pwintbyu August 2

According to the township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have harvested all
plantations of summer paddy
in Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region.

They planted 12,200 acres
of summer paddy. Starting
from June this year, they
harvested the crops, and it

yielded 104.06 baskets per
acre of summer paddy.
“During the 2026 summer
cropping season, Pwintbyu
Township successfully culti-
vated 12,200 acres of summer
paddy. At present, harvesting
has been completed on 100
percent of the cultivated area.
During the cultivation period,
we provided farmers with

Farmers are seen harvesting summer paddy in a field using machinery.

A el

the necessary agricultural
technologies, high-quality
certified seeds, and agricul-
tural inputs to ensure they
could grow the crop without
difficulties and achieve good
yields,” said Daw Moe Moe
Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

The Pwintbyu Township

Department of Agriculture
also provided summer paddy
farmers with agricultural ex-

| tension services to improve

grain quality and yields, raised
awareness on pest prevention
and control, and disseminated
knowledge on preventing
post-harvest losses by en-
suring harvested paddy is
promptly moved under shelter
and properly stored.

Daw Moe Moe Wai fur-
ther noted that increasing
paddy productivity would not
only ensure local food suffi-
ciency but also create surplus
production for export. She
added that if production and
market demand are brought
into balance, commodity pric-
es would become more stable
and socioeconomic condi-
tions would improve. There-
fore, efforts should be made
to expand paddy cultiva-
tion wherever conditions are
suitable.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

3-8-2026

S dead, 41 missing

after vessel catches

fire in Indonesia's
Java Sea

Jakarta August 2

Five people were killed
and 41 others remained
missing after the Mutiara
Santosa 2 caught fire in the
Java Sea north of Madura
Island in Indonesia's East
Java province, the National
Search and Rescue Agency
said Sunday.

A total of 225 people had
been evacuated, the agency
said.

The vessel, operating
on the Surabaya-Makassar
route, was carrying 271 peo-
ple, including 232 passen-
gers and 39 crew members.

Authorities said the ves-

sel was about 19 nautical
miles (35.2 km) offshore
when it was almost com-
pletely engulfed in flames,
with passengers gathering on
the bridge and at the bow as
they waited to be evacuated.

Several nearby vessels
took part in the rescue opera-
tion, while a joint search and
rescue team deployed addi-
tional vessels and personnel
to evacuate survivors and
search for the missing.

The search operation
remains underway, and the
cause of the fire is under
investigation.

Xinhua

Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township completes culti-
vation of more than 10,000 acres of groundnut

Kyaukmyaung August 2

Statistics of Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township Agri-
culture Department stated that
local farmers planted 10,454
acres of groundnut as mon-
soon crops in Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping sea-
son, Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township has set a target of
cultivating 12,867 acres of

groundnut. Planting began in
May this year, and as of today,
10,454 acres have already
been planted.

“This year's monsoon
cropping plans in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township tar-
gets more than 12,000 acres
of groundnut, and 10,454
acres of crops have already
been planted. We are continu-
ing our efforts to achieve the
full planting target. Ground-
nut, as an oilseed crop, is

performing well, and the area
under cultivation has been
increasing year by year,” said
Daw Po, Head of the Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township De-
partment of Agriculture.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township, cultivating one acre
of groundnut requires one and
a half baskets of seed. Produc-
tion costs exceed K200,000
per acre, including expenses
for seed, labor, fertilizer,
and pesticides. The average

yield is more than 50 baskets
per acre.

To ensure successful crop
establishment this year, staff
from the Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture have
been conducting field inspec-
tions of groundnut planta-
tions, monitoring and record-
ing pest surveillance data,
and providing guidance to
prevent pest and disease out-
breaks and keep fields free
of weeds. 206

Taze Township grows more than 7,000
acres of maize this year

Taze August 2

According to the town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment, local farmers planted
7,788 acres of maize in Taze
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Taze Township has targeted
the cultivation of a total of
8,173 acres of maize, com-
prising 7,157 acres of maize
and 1,016 acres of sweet
corn. Planting began in May
this year, and as of today,

5,865 acres of maize and
1,923 acres of sweet corn,
totaling 7,788 acres, have
been planted.

“This year's monsoon
cropping process in Taze
Township was set more than
8,000 acres of maize and
sweet corn, and 7,788 acres
have already been planted.
We are continuing our efforts
to achieve the full planting
target. We are also providing
farmers with technical guid-
ance to ensure healthy crop
growth and raising awareness

on the prevention and control
of pests and diseases,” said U
Ohn Kyaw Myint, Head of
the Taze Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

This year, the Taze Town-
ship Department of Agri-
culture has been providing
training courses and con-
ducting field demonstrations
for farmers cultivating grain
maize and sweet corn. The
department has also been
promoting preventive meas-
ures against fall armyworm
infestations, integrated crop

management practices, the
use of neem-based biopesti-
cides, and ginger- and chili-
based botanical pesticides,
while providing agricultural
extension services and tech-
nical guidance.

In Taze Township, maize
yields average more than 50
baskets per acre, with produc-
tion costs of about K500,000
per acre. Sweet corn yields
average around 15,000 ears
per acre, while cultivation
costs exceed K500,000 per

acre. 206

Trump says U.S. to
hold off attack on
Iran amid conflicting
claims

Washington August 2

U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Saturday
that he has agreed to hold
off fresh attacks against
Iran, even as the two sides
continue to trade threats
while offering conflicting
accounts.

In a post on Truth So-
cial, Trump said the United
States "is locked and loaded
and ready to go against the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
at levels of Military Terror,
Strength, and Power not seen
since World War I1."

"Despite this, we have
just been asked by Iran, and
other Middle Eastern Coun-
tries, to hold off any attack in
that the perimeters of a deal
has been agreed to," he said.

"This would include the
Immediate, Complete, and
Total OPENING OF THE
HORMUZ STRAIT, and an
end to Iran's nuclear threat,"
he added.

Trump also warned that
his decision is "subject to
being able to rapidly make
a DEAL."

Iran's military sources
denied on Sunday Trump's

claim that Tehran had asked
Washington to call off its
strikes, calling his remarks
"a new lie," Iran's semi-
official Mehr news agency
reported.

The military sources also
described Trump's words on
Truth Social as a desperate
attempt to pressure Gulf
states, saying that Iran's
armed forces remain at the
highest level of readiness
and are fully prepared.

Earlier on Saturday, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi warned the
United States against taking
any "adventurous" actions,
saying those responsible
would bear the consequenc-
es, according to Mehr.

Any U.S. attacks on Ira-
nian energy infrastructure
would prompt retaliatory
strikes on oil fields in Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), as well as
gas facilities in Qatar and
Israel, Nournews, a media
outlet affiliated with Iran's
top security body, reported
Saturday, warning that "all
will be burned to ashes."

Xinhua
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Pwintbyu August 2
Local farmers in Pwin-
tbyu Township have planted
2,780 acres of corns as mon-
soon crops this year, accord-
ing to the township Agricul-
ture Department.

In Pwintbyu Township,
a target of cultivating 2,796
acres of sweet corn has been
set for this year's monsoon
cropping season. Planting
began in June, and as of

&

thriving corn plantation in Pwintbyu

today, a total of 2,780 acres
have already been cultivated.

"This year's monsoon
cropping season target for
sweet corn cultivation in
Pwintbyu Township is 2,796
acres. As of today, 2,780
acres have already been
planted. We are making ef-
forts to achieve the full tar-
geted acreage. We are also
providing support to farmers
by assisting them in selecting

@
Pwintbyu Township grows more than 2,700

acres of corns this year

Township.

quality and certified seeds to
improve yields, as well as
providing technical guidance
on cultivation under the Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP)
system," said Daw Moe Moe
Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

During this year's mon-
soon cropping season, the
Pwintbyu Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture has been

providing sweet corn grow-
ers with agricultural knowl-
edge and awareness through
farmer education talks and
training courses aimed at
improving crop quality and
yields. The department is also

by conducting field demonstra-
. tion activities and provid-

ing guidance on the use of

“Y neem-based pesticides as a

preventive measure against
fall armyworm infestation, as
well as the proper application
of fertilizers and agricultural
inputs.

Daw Moe Moe Wai said
that if sweet corn is cultivated
successfully with improved
yields, it will not only ensure
adequate local consumption
but also allow farmers to sell
surplus production, generat-
ing income and contributing
to the improvement of local
socioeconomic conditions.
Therefore, efforts should be
made to expand sweet corn
cultivation.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

C Local News )

and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,

the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Pwintbyu Township sees 100% cultivation of
Ghost trees this year

Pwintbyu August 2

Local farmers planted
Ghost trees on all sown
acreage in Pwintbyu Town-
ship this year, accordingto
the township Agriculture
Department.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 257
acres of Ghost trees as mon-
soon crops in the town-
ship this year. Local farmers
started cultivation of trees in
May this year and so far, they
have planted the trees on all
sown acreage.

"This year's monsoon

cropping season in Pwintbyu
Township, more than 200
acres of ghost trees have
been targeted for cultivation.
At present, 100 per cent of
the targeted acreage has
already been planted. Ghost
tree cultivation can be carried
out on various types of soil
and is drought tolerant, mak-
ing it convenient for farm-
ers. Regarding ghost tree
cultivation, we are providing
farmers with knowledge and
awareness on GAP-based
cultivation methods and crop
management techniques to

ensure the production of
high-quality, chemical-free
ghost trees," said Daw Moe
Moe Wai, Head of the Pwin-
tbyu Township Department
of Agriculture.

In Pwintbyu Township,
farmers have been cultivat-
ing ghost trees, a peren-
nial crop, on a small-scale
basis every year during the
monsoon cropping season
as the cultivation requires
relatively low investment
costs. It is reported that the
Department of Agriculture is
supervising and cooperating

with major traders to help
improve ghost tree yields
and facilitate market access
for farmers.

If ghost trees are cultivat-
ed with improved quality and
higher yields, they can meet
local demand and generate
income through the sale of
surplus production, contrib-
uting to the socio-economic
development of local com-
munities. Therefore, efforts
should be made to expand
ghost tree cultivation, said
Daw Moe Moe Wai.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

Kani Township sees completion of growing
banana during this monsoon

Kani August 2

Kani Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture stat-
ed that local farmers have
planted all sown acreage of
banana in Kani Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Kani Township has targeted
the cultivation of 2,341 acres
of bananas. Planting began
in May this year, and the
target has now been fully

achieved, according to re-
ports.

"This year's monsoon
season cultivation target in
Kani Township was 2,341
acres of bananas. Plant-
ing has been progressing
steadily, and as of today, the
entire target area has been
planted. Recently, we have
also seen farmers grow-
ing bananas in paddy field
embankments and adjacent
plots. In general, pest and

disease incidence has been
relatively low," said Daw
Saw Thanda Nwe, Head of
the Kani Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Banana growers plant
around 1,000 banana plants
per acre. The cultivation
cost until the plants bear
fruit is about K2 million per
acre. When the crop reaches
harvest, farmers can earn
approximately K5 million
per acre.

To promote the produc-
tion of safe food crops, the
Kani Township Department
of Agriculture will continue
conducting field extension
activities on good agricultur-
al practices, including rais-
ing awareness of the risks
posed by chemical residues
and advising farmers to use
only registered pesticides
in accordance with the ap-
plication rates specified on
the product labels. 206

More than 2,000
acres of pigeon pea
planted in Kalay
District

Kalay August 2

Local farmers cultivated
more than 2,000 acres of
pigeon pea as monsoon crops
in Kalay District of Sagaing
Region, according to the dis-
trict Agriculture Department.

Local authorities ear-
marked cultivation of 3,389
acres of pigeon pea as mon-
soon crops in Kalay District
in 2026-27 monsoon crop
cultivation season. So far,
they have planted 2,622 acres
of crops.

“This year, Kalay District
has set a target of cultivating
more than 3,000 acres of pi-
geon pea during the monsoon
cropping season. As of today,
more than 2,000 acres have
already been planted. We
are also providing the neces-
sary support to help farmers
achieve good yields. Pigeon
pea is cultivated both as a sole
crop and as an intercrop,” said
Daw May Kywe Win, Head
of the Kalay District Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

As of now, pigeon pea
cultivation in Kalay District
has reached a total of 2,622
acres, comprising 628 acres in
Kalay Township, 30 acres in

Kalewa Township, and 1,964
acres in Mingin Township.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,
Kalay District has targeted a
total of 3,389 acres of pigeon
pea cultivation, including
1,097 acres in Kalay Town-
ship, 35 acres in Kalewa
Township, and 2,257 acres in
Mingin Township.

This year, the respective
township offices under the
Department of Agriculture
in Kalay District have been
providing field extension
services to pigeon pea farm-
ers, including guidance on
selecting high-quality certi-
fied seeds, adopting proper
cultivation practices, con-
trolling pests, and improving
crop yields.

The township offices of
the Department of Agricul-
ture in Kalay District are
also promoting the combined
use of urea and borax as a
foliar fertilizer to help reduce
farmers’ fertilizer costs. It
is reported that this method
lowers production expenses
while improving plant growth
and enhancing resistance
to pests. 206
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