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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivers the State of the Nation address,
marking the 100" day of the government in office at the second

regular s

ession of the third Pyidaun
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers the State of the Nation address, marking the 100" day of the government in office.

Nay Pyi Taw July 31

Upon the invitation of
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw of
the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar via a message,
President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing delivered
the State of the Nation ad-
dress, marking the 100" day
of the government in office
at the 12" day of the second
regular session of the third
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw held at
10 am today in accordance
with Section 210 of the
Constitution and Section 65
of the Union Hluttaw Law.

Present on the occasion
as the observers were Vice
Presidents U Nyo Saw and
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Speak-
er of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw
U Aung Lin Dwe, Speaker of
Pyithu Hluttaw U Khin Yi,
Union Chief Justice U Tha
Htay, Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, the chairman of
Constitutional Tribunal, the
chairman of Union Election
Commission, the Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Com-

mander-in-Chief (Army),
members of union level
organizations, the deputy
speakers of Pyithu Hluttaw
and Amyotha Hluttaw, union
ministers, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairmen, speakers
ofregion/state hluttaws, who
are members of Myanmar
Hluttaw, deputy ministers,
Hluttaw representatives, 67
observers including the of-
ficer supervisors from basic
diplomatic course 47/2026
and 150 other distinguished
observers. Region/state chief
ministers attended it through
video conferencing.

The Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Speaker declared the
meeting validly constituted
and open as out of a total
of 560 Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
representatives eligible to
attend the 12" day of the
Second Regular Session of
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw,
539 representatives attended
today’s session, representing
an attendance rate of 96.25
percent. Then the attend-
ance status of the session
was officially recorded upon
receiving the approval of the
Hluttaw.

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Speaker invited President U
Min Aung Hlaing to deliver
the State of the Nation ad-
dress, marking the 100" day
of the government in office.

In his State of the Nation
address to the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw, the President said
that today is the 100" day of
the government he is lead-
ing. It is also a time when the
foundation of vital impor-
tance for the nation can be
laid. As a serious considera-
tion paid to the public trust
in the government emerged
through the multiparty de-
mocracy general election
in accord with the people’s
wish, priority tasks were
implemented with utmost
efforts during the 100 days,
and now accomplishments
and development achieved
up to this date, the 100"
day of the government, will
be presented through the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

Since its assumption of
the duties, the government
had realized the two goals
—national peace and stabil-
ity and development — with
accelerated momentum. En-

deavours can be made for the
development of the socio-
economic life of the people
and nation’s economic life
only if the nation is peace-
ful and stable. Regarding
peace, efforts were made
with great impetus for the
persons, who resorted to the
armed struggle line due to
political disagreements, to
return to the legal fold and
held a dialogue peacefully
during the 100 days, and
the peace door is always
opened.

A 43-point letter of
amendment has already
been sent to the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw to amend the 2008
Constitution for the emer-
gence of a Union based on
democracy and federalism,
the aspired goal of the entire
nation. The President said
he would strongly reiterate
the call to find the answer
to the disagreements and
demands only through politi-
cal means rather than armed
struggle. The government is
constantly making overtures
to hold peace negotiations
with all the EAOs, and it is
able to meet with 13 groups.

Now is a time to build a
new nation by all nationali-
ties in harmony and unison.
Instead of demanding the
impossible, it is necessary to
negotiate and demand only
what is realistic, feasible,
and aligned with the current
era in restoring peace in the
whole country. The onus is
not only on the government
in the endeavors for perpetu-
al peace, but all institutions,
such as the government,
the Tatmadaw and the
Hluttaw, share this respon-
sibility. The President said
he would like to earnestly
state that everyone should
cooperate to the best of
their ability in working to-
wards achieving permanent
nationwide peace.

Regarding the nation-
al defence, the Tatmadaw
will be rebuilt to become a
standard army, with com-
bat capability and combat
power. The people’s militia
strategy must be realized
for the involvement of the
entire people in the national
security and defence under
the Tatmadaw’s leadership.
Although the Myanmar Po-

gsu Hluttaw

lice Force has the respon-
sibility to ensure internal
security, the Tatmadaw has
to join hands with the MPF
to solve the internal prob-
lems due to the current situ-
ation. MPF needs systematic
training to development its
performances in ensuring
internal security and rule of
law. Police members should
be turned into well-trained
personnel who are free from
corruption and loved by the
public.

In protecting and pro-
moting Myanmar's national
interests, the government
will build balanced and har-
monious relations in interna-
tional relations by adhering
to the constitutional foreign
policy of an independent,
active, and non-aligned
stance. The nation will have
to cooperate with neighbor-
ing countries and regional
friendly nations across vari-
ous political, economic,
and social sectors, and must
strengthen international rela-
tions in accordance with the
Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Regarding
the current ASEAN situa-
tion, despite the attitudes of
certain ASEAN countries
and the discriminatory ac-
tions taken against Myanmar
over the past five years, the
government has exercised
patience and cooperated
in accordance with the du-
ties and obligations of an
ASEAN member state. The
State will make necessary
response to the negative
discriminatory actions case
by case. Myanmar will apply
the Myanmar way under its
own guidance based on the
objective conditions while
safeguarding the national
interest and sovereignty to
improve its relations with
ASEAN.

Now is a crucial time
when agriculture, livestock
and industrial sectors, the
foundation of the socioeco-
nomic

See Page 12
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President U Min Aung Hlaing attends the luncheon hosted in honour of the success of the second session of
the third hluttaws.
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development of the citizens,
must be developed with
harmonious efforts. About
70 percent of the country’s
population lives in rural. So,
income of the rural people
will be increased and their
socioeconomic lives gain
progress only if the busi-
ness of the rural people can
be uplifted. The country
has over 33 million areas of
agricultural land of various
types. As the over 33 mil-
lion areas are sufficient, the
country does not need to
extend agro-land anymore.
It needs to conduct agri-
cultural modernization
and mechanization, and to
increase multiple cropping
and yield to meet the target.
The government is mak-
ing efforts to ensure that
the key staple crop, rice, is
cultivated on all agricultural
lands to achieve targeted
yields, thereby not only
ensuring domestic food suf-
ficiency but also restoring
the country’s previous status
of exporting rice and paddy
at a high level. Furthermore,
in line with the vision that
Myanmar’s Pawhsanmwe
rice will usher in a new era,
plans are being implemented
to expand the cultivation and
production of high-quality
rice varieties that meet mar-
ket requirements, with the
aim of exporting 3 million
tonnes of rice annually in
the first phase. Measures
are also being undertaken to
expand rice cultivation by
an additional 350,000 acres

based on different rice vari-
eties. In the second phase,
efforts are being made with
the goal of increasing an-
nual rice exports to 5 million
tonnes. In addition, Myan-
mar is striving to become
one of the world’s major
food-supplying countries,
recognized as the rice gra-
nary of the world, capable
of contributing not only to
regional countries but also
to global food security.
Regarding domestic edi-
ble oil sufficiency, 12 special
zones have been designated
for oilseed crops such as
groundnut, sesame and sun-
flower, and measures are be-
ing implemented to increase
per-acre yields and achieve
targeted production levels.
With regard to sesame, al-
though the targeted yield has
been set at 20 baskets per
acre, the actual yield is only
9.6 baskets per acre, repre-
senting just 50 percent of the
target. If the targeted yield
can be achieved, production
costs will be reduced.
According to the recom-
mended healthy level of
edible oil consumption, an
individual should consume
only between 5 and 6 viss
of oil per year. However,
surveys have shown that
Myanmar citizens are con-
suming more than 8 viss
of oil annually, which is
significantly higher than
the recommended amount.
Excessive oil consumption
not only poses health risks
to the people but also re-
quires the country to spend

a substantial amount of for-
eign currency on importing
palm oil from abroad. In
2024, 550,000 tonnes of
palm oil were imported,
while 640,000 tonnes were
imported in 2025. There-
fore, special emphasis will
be placed on reducing per
capita oil consumption and
implementing measures to
meet the country’s domestic
requirements.

The government is mak-
ing arrangements to expand
the cultivation of industrial
crops such as rubber, cot-
ton and bamboo. Plans are
also being implemented to
produce high-quality rub-
ber domestically. Measures
are being undertaken to in-
crease cotton cultivation and
production, with the current
cultivation area of various
cotton strains standing at
around 550,000 acres. It is
planned to expand cotton
cultivation and production to
600,000 acres by the 2027-
2028 cultivation season. If
the current cotton yield and
cultivated acreage remain
consistent, there will be
a significant surplus that
can be exported abroad. At
present, the average cotton
yield is only 499 viss per
acre. Therefore, efforts will
be made to increase the yield
to the targeted level of 700
viss per acre, which will help
generate substantial foreign
exchange earnings for the
country.

To ensure an adequate
supply of irrigation water,
which is essential for ag-

ricultural activities, solar-
powered river water pump-
ing projects have already
been initiated. If solar-pow-
ered river water pumping
projects can be implemented
rapidly in many areas of the
states and regions through
self-reliance and small-scale
initiatives, the public will
be able to enjoy the benefits
generated by these projects
at the earliest possible time.

The livestock sector,
which plays an important
role in the country’s food
sector, is also a key area to
be highlighted. To increase
the income of rural people,
it is necessary to transform
small-scale household live-
stock farming into a sys-
tematic commercial live-
stock production system.
Priority is being given to the
distribution of high-quality
breeds and the adequate sup-
ply of animal feed and vet-
erinary medicines in order to
systematically raise five ma-
jor types of meat-producing
livestock—chicken, pig,
goat, cattle and fish.

Based on the annual con-
sumption rate of a popula-
tion of 51.4 million people,
in most regions and states,
the production of chicken
and pork, as well as basic
food items such as chicken
eggs and duck eggs, is insuf-
ficient to meet local demand.
The significant gap between
consumption and produc-
tion has also contributed to
rising commodity prices.
Therefore, it is necessary to
further promote and expand

the livestock sector to ensure
sufficient food supply. At
present, Myanmar’s actual
fish production consists of
30 percent from aquacul-
ture and 70 percent from
capture fisheries. It has been
observed that the country’s
aquaculture production re-
mains significantly lower
compared with that of neigh-
bouring countries.

For a country’s economy
to develop and grow at a

| rapid pace, efficient trans-

portation and connectivity
serve as a crucial driving
force. In line with the motto,
“Economic development
depends on good transport
connectivity,” efforts are
being made to systemati-
cally upgrade and improve
road, rail, waterway and air
transport services to enable
people to travel more quick-
ly and conveniently and to
accelerate the flow of goods.
Infrastructure such as roads
and bridges that have been
damaged by natural disasters
and conflicts is also being
rehabilitated and restored as
quickly as possible.

He stated that every
Asian and Southeast Asian
nation is currently facing
challenges related to fuel
price hikes and shortages
stemming from global po-
litical dynamics and Middle
East conflicts. He noted
that crude oil was priced at
around USD 84 per barrel
in 2024 and approximately
USD 72 in 2025. Further-
more, he emphasized that
following the Middle East
conflict after 2026, crude
oil prices surged to USD
126 per barrel, driving up
production costs for all fuel-
dependent businesses. He
also stated that as the coun-
try imports approximately
USD 5 billion worth of fuel
annually, adherence to fuel
conservation as a national
policy is essential to over-
come this challenge and
ensure energy security. He
noted that fuel consumption
has been successfully re-
duced by allowing vehicles
to operate on alternating
odd and even days based on
license plate numbers and
implementing Work from
Home on Wednesdays. He
highlighted that these meas-
ures saved 1.2 million gal-
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lons of fuel per day, resulting
in daily savings of USD 7
million, monthly savings of
around USD 210 million,
and total savings exceeding
USD 1 billion to date, while
expressing gratitude to the
public for their cooperation.

He further stated that the
government is accelerating
the modernization of the
railway sector to reduce
dependency on fuel. He
noted that to save fuel con-
sumption, battery-electric
locomotives (BEL) have
been locally modified and
produced as an alternative
to fuel-powered engines, and
are currently operating on
certain rail sections. He em-
phasized that utilizing BEL
battery-electric locomotives
is presently the most effec-
tive method for reducing fuel
usage and minimizing en-
vironmental impact, which
is why the government is
encouraging their continued
use until fully electric trains
can be deployed. Addition-
ally, he highlighted that
the government is actively
promoting the substitution of
gasoline and diesel vehicles
with electric vehicles (EVs)
in the automotive sector.

He added that to facilitate
cost-effective water trans-
port, efforts will be made to
improve navigation channels
so that the Ayeyarwady and
Chindwin rivers can be uti-
lized effectively year-round.
Regarding air transport, he
noted that five airlines are
currently operating a total
of 32 aircraft. Furthermore,
he highlighted that 10 pro-
jects—including runway
upgrades and maintenance
to enable passenger jet air-
craft landings at Anisakan
Airport in Pyin Oo Lwin,
Mandalay Region, as well
as airports in Kawthaung,
Myeik, Dawei, Pathein,
Bagan Nyaung-U, Keng-
tung, and Tachileik—were
successfully implemented
within 100 days.

He emphasized that en-
suring a sufficient electricity
supply is vital for national
development and for raising
the socio-economic living
standards of the public. He
noted that Liquefied Natu-
ral Gas (LNG) power plant
projects were implemented

See Page 13
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as short-term solutions to
meet electricity demands.
Furthermore, he highlighted
that when evaluating appro-
priate electricity generation
based on domestic electri-
cal and energy resources,
solar energy is found to be
particularly well-suited for
the country. He pointed out
that due to the country's geo-
graphical location near the
equator, it receives full solar
radiation year-round, rank-
ing it among the nations with
the greatest solar energy
potential in Southeast Asia.
Consequently, he stated that
government departments,
private enterprises, and the
hotel industry are being ac-
tively encouraged to install
and utilize self-sustaining
renewable solar power sys-
tems that minimize environ-
mental impact.

He noted the importance
of ensuring the long-term,
sustainable power genera-
tion of hydroelectric power
plants, which must be pur-
sued continuously. Con-
sequently, he stated that
feasibility studies are be-
ing conducted to construct
low-head dams and power
stations along the main Ay-
eyarwady River. Further-
more, he emphasized that
if 10 planned electricity
projects, including the My-
itsone project, are success-
fully implemented, the full
energy requirement of the
nation can be distributed,
and efforts will be driven
forward to elevate the socio-
economic living standards of
the public.

He noted that in seek-
ing to secure the nation’s
required electricity sup-
ply through various viable
means, coal-fired power gen-
eration and nuclear power
generation are also options
that must be considered. He
emphasized that to contrib-
ute toward achieving the
goal of electricity access
nationwide by 2030, an ad-
vanced technology coal-fired
power plant with a capacity
of up to 660 megawatts—de-
signed to minimize environ-
mental impact—will be built
in phases over five years.
Additionally, he stated that
ongoing efforts must be pur-
sued to establish a nuclear

power plant.

He emphasized that hu-
man resources serve as the
primary driving force in
building a nation, with edu-
cation providing the solid
foundation necessary for
their development. Looking
at Myanmar's educational
landscape, he noted that in
2024, the literacy rate among
the population aged 15 and
above reached 92.1 percent,
while the numeracy rate
stood at 92.3 percent.

Although the literacy
rate is high, the school en-
rollment rate of the public
remains low and educational
qualifications are still found
to be low. According to the
2024 census, only 3 out of
5 youths aged 15 are cur-
rently attending school and
only 1 out of 6 individuals
aged 20 are continuing their
education. This reveals high
dropout rates at the mid-
dle school and high school
levels. Regarding the high-
est grade/educational level
completed by the population
aged 25 and over, 49 percent
have no grade completed
or only primary education,
23.8 percent have completed
middle school, 14 percent
have completed high school
and only 11.5 percent are
graduates. Looking back at
previous census data, those
with no grade completed
or only primary education
accounted for 90 percent
in 1973, 84 percent in 1983
and 61 percent in 2014,
indicating that the majority
of Myanmar's population
has only completed primary
education.

Therefore, our govern-
ment has transformed the ed-
ucation system into compul-
sory education up to KG+9
to promote the nation's
education sector and has
increased national budget
allocations and investments
in education to advance this
sector. For the 2026-2027
fiscal year, 6.92 percent of
the national budget will be
allocated to the Ministry
of Education and includ-
ing education sectors under
other ministries, a total of
9.22 percent of the national
budget will be utilized. In the
upcoming 2027-2028 fiscal
year, at least 10 percent of
the national budget will be
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allocated to the Ministry
of Education and plans are
underway to increase this
to 15 percent of the national
budget for the education
sector in the 2028-2029
fiscal year.

According to current sta-
tistics from the Ministry of
Education, in the 20262027
academic year, approxi-
mately 4.9 million students
are enrolled at the basic edu-
cation primary level, over 2
million at the middle school
level, over 600,000 at the
high school level, totaling
over 7.5 million students.
Compared to the 2025-2026
academic year, which had
over 7.1 million students,
this year shows an increase
of about 400,000 students.
However, compared to the
20162017 academic year,
which had 9.4 million en-
rolled students, the numbers
are still lower. Thus, efforts
will continue to ensure that
all school-age children can
attend school.

Special programs will
be implemented for edu-
cationally disadvantaged
regions to enable education
up to KG+9. Additionally,
92 industrial, agricultural
and livestock high schools
have already been opened.
Through the agricultural and
livestock science schools,
appropriate science schools
will be upgraded to univer-
sity/college level, and plans
are underway to expand
Polytechnic institutes and
universities. Among the
current 15 agricultural and
livestock science schools,
four—Ilocated in Pwintphyu,
Tharrawaddy, Thahton and
Heho—are being considered
for upgrading to agricultural
and livestock colleges based
on campus area and infra-
structure, arrangements are
being made to appoint neces-
sary teachers and staff.

In the education sector,
out of 50,962 basic educa-
tion schools, 35,539 have
been opened, and out of 50
universities under the Min-
istry of Education, Depart-
ment of Higher Education,
48 have been opened. At the
basic education level, there
are 315,285 teachers and at
the higher education level,
10,679 are serving. Among
25 education degree colleg-

es, 5 are being upgraded to
teacher training universities.
Outstanding graduates from
education degree colleges
will be allowed to pursue
masters degrees at teacher
training universities, and
upon completion, they will
be appointed as high school
teachers. Those who wish to
serve only as primary school
teachers will be appointed
as Assistant Primary Teach-
ers (with the same salary
as Assistant Middle School
Teachers) after obtaining the
relevant degree from educa-
tion degree colleges. Based
on teaching experience and
qualifications, they can be
promoted to Second Pri-
mary Teacher (with the same
salary as Middle School
Teacher) and, upon meeting
specified experience and
qualifications, to Primary
Teacher (with the same sal-
ary as High School Teacher),
with corresponding ranks
and salary increases.

This arrangement is
made because primary edu-
cation is crucial for chil-
dren's learning. Similarly,
graduates from education
degree colleges will be ap-
pointed as Assistant Middle
School Teachers and, upon
meeting specified experience
and qualifications, can be
promoted to Second Middle
School Teacher and then to
Middle School Teacher (with
the same salary as High
School Teacher). Moreo-
ver, 8,000 teachers whose
appointments had been de-
layed for various reasons
have already been appointed
this month. In educational
reforms, the focus must
shift from merely passing
exams to ensuring that chil-
dren truly understand and
master subjects, to nurtur-
ing well-rounded children,
and to revising the grading
system that awards marks
only for correct grammar
rather than content. To foster
five strengths well-rounded
schools, programs such as
Smart School and Football
for School Program have
been implemented within the
government's first 100 days
in collaboration with the
Ministry of Sports and My-
anmar Football Federation.
Additionally, graduation
halls, recreational facilities,
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standard football fields and
sports stadiums are being
constructed at universities
in various states and regions.

To keep abreast of world
countries in the space tech-
nology sector, the govern-
ment was able to carry out
tasks from public education
programs such as open-
ing space museums and
organizing competitions
related to space for youths
to construction of land-based
satellite control stations.
Efforts are being made to
practically apply satellite
data in combination with Al
technologies in other socio-
economic development sec-
tors including agriculture,
natural disaster manage-
ment and land utilization
management. In connection
with foreign cooperation, a
government-to-government
agreement was signed with
Russia and multi-sectoral
cooperation in space tech-
nologies has been made with
international space agencies
including those from China,
India and Belarus. Human
resources and necessary
technological preparations
have been started to launch
a Myanmar-owned satellite
in cooperation with China.
Plans are underway to build
and launch nano- and micro-
satellites in cooperation with
partner organizations.

Moreover, measures are
being taken to select and
train candidate astronauts
in cooperation with Russia
to enable Myanmar astro-
nauts to participate in space
travels. Although space tech-
nology is a costly and time-
consuming sector, invest-
ment must be made without
fail for the long-term future
of the country.

In building modern and
developed new democratic
country, health and fitness
of the entire national people
is a fundamental and vital
requirement. Upholding the
conviction that “Nothing
is more important than hu-
man’s lives,” the govern-
ment has speeded up provi-
sion of healthcare services
that will directly benefit the
people. The main aim of
the government is “To have
doctors at every hospital,”
and to enable the people to
enjoy universal health care

whether they live in urban
or rural areas and they are
rich or poor. Myanmar’s life
expectancy stood between
60 and 64 in the year 2000,
the first year of the Myan-
mar’s Health Goals 30 years’
long-term plan. Measures
are being taken with the aim
of increasing Myanmar’s
life expectancy to between
75 and 80 in 2030. To im-
prove the entire healthcare
mechanism, skilled health
human resources are of great
importance.

Therefore, the govern-
ment upgraded 15 nursing
and midwife training schools
into nursing institutes and
increased the organizational
set-ups of remaining 27
midwifery training schools
as a priority. In recognition
of reputation and careers
of nurses, they have been
allowed to enjoy increased
salaries and additional cash
rewards according to their
ranks since the 2026-2027
fiscal year. Furthermore,
targeted measures are being
taken to appoint about 1,200
new doctors and 2,600 news
nurses.

In the health sector, 200-
bed hospitals in states and re-
gions are being upgraded into
300-bed ones while medical
equipment are provided. Staff
quarters for health workers
are being expanded. As the
number of Myanmar citizens
going abroad for healthcare
has increased year by year,
large sums of foreign ex-
change have tombs spent and
it can be seen that a large num-
ber of outstanding Myanmar
medical experts are working
abroad. Therefore, entrepre-
neurs are urged to invest in
the sector by constructing ad-
vanced hospitals and enabling
diaspora medical experts to
treat patients at home.

As Myanmar had a youth
population of about 17 mil-
lion, which accounted for
32.69 percent of the total
population, according to the
2024 population census, it
is a golden opportunity for
Myanmar to have such large
numbers of youths. Despite
such a golden opportunity, as
drop-out rates among youths
are high, there are education-
al weaknesses in acquisition
of advanced education,
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vocational education and
digital technology. It is
known to all that our country
has faced nationalistic spirit-
ual development challenges
such as low participation in
civic engagement, and lack
of systematic implemen-
tation despite working in
volunteer and philanthropic
tasks with genuine goodwill
in addition to economic
challenges such as diffi-
culty in getting jobs for life,
having to work in informal
sectors that do not provide
regular salary or wages,
mismatch between educa-
tion and employment and
weak entrepreneurship and
innovation ecosystems due
to such weaknesses and so-
cial challenges such as drug
problems, online gambling,
violence and crimes and
mental problems.

Therefore, although My-
anmar previously did not
have a separate ministry
dedicated to youth affairs, a
dedicated Ministry of Youth
Affairs has now been es-
tablished to place greater
emphasis on and more effec-
tively implement the devel-
opment of the youth sector,
which is an invaluable asset
for the nation's future. He
said that he regards young
people as an invaluable hu-
man resource and that prior-
ity will be given to nurturing
patriotic and capable citizens
who can contribute to the
country while promoting the
comprehensive development
of the five strengths. He
added that the government's
vision for youth develop-
ment is "Empowered Youth,
Strong Nation, Shared Fu-
ture," and that it will formu-
late a National Youth Devel-
opment Policy Framework,
along with strategic plans
and both short-term and
long-term action plans, to
guide and implement youth
development initiatives.

He said that in vari-
ous countries, sports are
no longer just about com-
peting and winning med-
als, but also help develop
human resources, foster
discipline, leadership, and
team spirit among young
people, build national unity,
and enhance the country's
prestige in the international

arena. For these reasons,
sporting competitions are
often described as "bat-
tles without weapons."He
added that, with the aim of
revitalizing and advancing
Myanmar's sports sector, the
government has established
Ministry of Sports.

He added that the gov-
ernment is also allocating
state funds to build and
upgrade standard football
pitches, indoor sports com-
plexes, and public parks
for recreational sports at
basic education schools,
universities and colleges,
and in townships across the
country.

He said that, according
to the 2024 census report,
women account for approxi-
mately 53 percent of Myan-
mar's population.He noted
that Myanmar women are
making significant contri-
butions to the country on
an equal footing with men,
not only in the political,
economic, social, academic,
and arts sectors, but also in
national defence and the ad-
ministrative machinery. He
added that women's repre-
sentation in the legislatures
has steadily increased, ris-
ing from 4.8 percent in the
First Pyidaungsu Hluttaw to
10.5 percent in the Second
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, and
further to 14.6 percent in
the Third Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw. Similarly, he said that
the proportion of women
serving in senior govern-
ment positions at the rank of
director-general and above
has increased to 51.5 per-
cent. He further stated that,
to enhance the capabilities
of Myanmar women across
all sectors, the government
has established Ministry of
Women's Affairs to over-
see and promote women's
development.

He said that if a country
lacks economic strength and
prosperity, it cannot achieve
sustainable development,
and the socio-economic
well-being of its people
will remain low. He noted
that, compared with other
countries in the region and
ASEAN member states,
Myanmar's GDP remains
relatively low due to weak
production capacity. He
added that the country has
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long relied primarily on
non-trade income rather
than expanding productive
trade and industry. He said
the government will review
existing procedures and sim-
plify regulations to encour-
age greater domestic and
foreign investment while
accelerating business activi-
ties in the country. He further
stated that the government
will place greater emphasis
on public-private partner-
ships (PPPs) and strengthen
research and development.
He added that maintaining
stable and consistent policies
is also essential for boosting
private sector confidence
and encouraging greater
investment.

He said that Myanmar
is strategically located at
the center of a region with
a population of around 4
billion people, giving it
tremendous economic and
trade potential. Therefore,
he stressed that it is essential
to expand the country's ex-
port sector while promoting
domestic production to sub-
stitute for imports in order
to drive national economic
development. He went on
to explain the main causes
of rising commodity prices,
saying they include higher
fuel prices, low production
output, inflation resulting
from trade deficits, and in-
creased public spending.
He noted that one of the key
factors contributing to the
trade deficit is the country's
low domestic production
coupled with high import
volumes. He added that the
government will review and
reassess its monetary, fiscal,
trade, and investment poli-
cies and accelerate efforts
to promote economic growth
and development.

He said that, accord-
ing to the 2024 Population
and Housing Census, the
labour force participation
rate among people aged 15
and above is only 47 per-
cent. He noted that studies
indicate around 80 percent
of those who are employed
work in jobs that do not
provide regular wages or
salaries, while fewer than
20 percent are employed in
positions that offer regular
salaries, such as govern-
ment service or company

employment. Therefore, he
said, the principal challenge
facing Myanmar's youth is
not simply unemployment,
but securing stable jobs that
provide long-term livelihood
and job security.

Furthermore, it has been
found that among those mi-
grating to foreign countries,
the age group between 15
and 34 years accounts for ap-
proximately 71.7 per cent of
the total number of migrants.
Such overseas employment
provides certain benefits,
including supporting family
incomes through remittances
sent back home and enabling
young people to gain new
technical skills and experi-
ences. However, it may also
lead to a shortage of skilled
workers domestically and
a decline in production ca-
pacity, which could become
an obstacle to the coun-
try’s long-term economic
development.

Myanmar has direct ac-
cess to the Indian Ocean,
with a coastline stretching
2,138 kilometres, and is also
one of the ASEAN coun-
tries with the largest land
areas. Due to its strategic
geographical location at the
centre of major Asian coun-
tries, transforming Myanmar
into a regional trade bridge is
one of the important strate-
gic goals of the government.

Therefore, we are plac-
ing special emphasis on
implementing the India-
Myanmar-Thailand Trilat-
eral Highway Project and
are striving to achieve its
full completion during the
period of our government’s
tenure. In addition, the Man-
dalay-Muse Railway Pro-
ject, which is one of the key
projects under the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), will
serve as a vital artery open-
ing up Myanmar’s northern
economic gateway. It will
greatly accelerate Myanmar-
China trade and economic
cooperation.Ensuring stabil-
ity and peace in the project
areas is the most fundamen-
tal requirement for the suc-
cessful implementation of
major projects. Just as rotten
wood cannot be carved into
sculptures, development
activities cannot be carried
out if a country lacks peace
and stability. When a country

enjoys stability and peace,
development projects can
be implemented without
hindrance.

At present, one of the
greatest challenges facing
the world is the occurrence
of natural disasters, which
are caused by global warm-
ing. Such climate change
has also resulted from de-
forestation. Although the
government has legally pro-
hibited commercial timber
production, it has been found
that forest degradation has
occurred due to illegal log-
ging and the smuggling
of timber to neighbouring
countries, taking advantage
of security weaknesses. Such
illegal logging, transport and
trade of timber have caused
adverse impacts on the coun-
try’s economy, society and
environment.

Among the various ways
to address environmental
degradation, tree planting
and forest conservation are
the simplest, most effective,
cost-efficient and practical
measures that everyone can
participate in. They are also
environmentally friendly
and among the most benefi-
cial activities. Only through
such efforts can villages
be transformed into model
communities that are clean,
green and capable of apply-
ing modern technologies—
known as “Clean, Green
and Smart Villages.” From
there, these initiatives can
be expanded and connected
nationwide, enabling major
cities and urban areas across
the country to develop into
Smart Cities. Myanmar’s
current forest coverage ac-
counts for 42.15 per cent of
the country’s total arca. As a
long-term plan to restore for-
est coverage to 50 per cent
of the national territory, the
policy “Let us conserve the
natural environment for the
prosperity of the nation” has
been adopted and is being
implemented.

Myanmar’s population
continues to increase annu-
ally, with the urban popula-
tion growing steadily. In
promoting urban beautifi-
cation and development,
efforts are being made to
implement urban expansion
projects by providing es-
sential infrastructure such
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as water supply, electricity,
roads and other basic fa-
cilities; constructing quality
housing; ensuring that newly
developed urban areas are
properly built and occupied;
and supervising compliance
with municipal rules and
regulations related to urban
order and beautification.

In all capital cities of
the states and regions, as
the first phase, stadiums
equipped with premium
spectator stands, stadium-
swith 400-metre tracks and a
capacity of 5,000 spectators,
gymnasiums, and indoor
swimming pools are being
constructed.In densely popu-
lated district towns, football
fields with 400-metre tracks
and spectator capacities of
3,000 are also being upgrad-
ed and constructed. Depend-
ing on available financial
resources, similar facilities
will continue to be built in
all remaining districts and
townships.

Traditional culture is a
very delicate yet powerful
form of soft power. There-
fore, preserving traditional
culture requires strong pa-
triotic spirit—valuing, re-
specting, taking pride in and
safeguarding it so that it can
endure forever. Those who
have the ability to pass on
the nation’s priceless cul-
tural heritage to future gen-
erations are artistes. Hence,
artistes, who have contribut-
ed to entertaining the public
while preserving Myanmar’s
traditional customs, practic-
es and national identity and
ensuring that they continue
to flow through the nation’s
cultural stream, are encour-
aged to actively participate
with a sense of national spirit
in the country’s democratic
journey.

Regarding the tourism
sector, countries around the
world regard tourism as a
"smokeless industry" and
are primarily relying on and
developing it. In our country,
beautiful coastal areas such
as Ngapali, Chaungtha, and
Ngwe Saung; natural lakes
and mountain scenery such
as Indawgyi, Inle, Kyaik-
tiyo, and Zwekabin; national
heritage sites such as Sri
Ksetra, Beikthano, Hanlin,
and Bagan,

See Page 15
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Peace in the country is the foremost priority for
our nation. I would like to urge all relevant stakeholders

to work together with awareness and responsibility.
President U Min Aung Hlaing

President of the Repub-

= lic of the Union of Myan-

£

President U Min Aung Hlaing answers media questions.

mar U Min Aung Hlaing de-
livered a speech on progress
of the State during the 100-
day plan of the government
at the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
meeting and responded to
the queries raised by me-

- dia on 31 July 2026. The
" response of the President

to the media’s questions is
as follows:

Q: Please share a mes-
sage with the youth.

A: Youth needs to strive
for their future. Anoth-
er important point is that
there are weaknesses in
education. Young people

should make efforts in their
studies, strive to become
educated and knowledge-
able individuals, under-
stand the importance of
discipline, and work hard.
In addition, I would like to
urge them to reduce exces-
sive indulgence and focus
more on making efforts.
They have great potential
to contribute to the future of
the country.

Q: I would also like to
request that you share a
message regarding peace.

A: Peace is our greatest
aspiration. Only with peace
can we work towards the
development of our country

and be able to compete with
the international commu-
nity. So, in order to move
towards a situation that is in
line with the current era, all
stakeholders need to work
with a broad vision and
great determination. If we
pursue what is achievable, it
can be accomplished. How-
ever, if we pursue things
that are impossible, difficul-
ties will continue to remain.
So, peace in the country is
the most important priority
for our nation. I would like
to urge all stakeholders to
work together with aware-
ness and understanding.
MNA
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which are UNESCO World
Heritage-listed ancient cul-
tural zones; prominent an-
cient Buddhist pagodas and
stupas that make Myanmar
worthy of being called the
"Golden Land"; and My-
anmar's Thingyan Water
Festival, which is the first
intangible cultural herit-
age representing the human
race—all of these are fa-
vourable foundations for the
development of the tourism
industry. We are striving to
make the best use of these
resources and to optimally
promote nature-based and
culture-based tourism.
Regarding the stabil-
ity and development of the
state, the rule of law is the
most fundamental and essen-
tial cornerstone. Therefore, |
have been providing guid-
ance to the government and
taking actions to ensure that
every citizen understands
legal knowledge. Since the
2024-2025 academic year,
legal studies have been

taught at the high school
level of basic education, so
approximately 800,000 high
school students have already
gained an understanding of
the basics of law. In par-
ticular, I have directed that
efforts to combat drug abuse
and online scams be tackled
vigorously according to each
region. It is also especially
necessary for all government
members, civil servants, and
administrative bodies to act
with integrity in order to
eliminate corruption, which
undermines the rule of law.

Furthermore, the fight
against corruption is also a
key priority for state-build-
ing and economic develop-
ment. During the term of the
previous second democratic
government, due to the reck-
less actions and corruption
of those responsible, the
state suffered losses of over
13.3 million US dollars and
more than K226.1 billion.
With the main objective of
achieving a "clean govern-
ment and good governance,"

we will systematically moni-
tor and ensure integrity not
only at the Union, region,
and state levels but also at
the ward and village admin-
istrative bodies that directly
engage with the public.
Our government classi-
fies online scams and online
gambling as serious crimes
against large numbers of
people. Therefore, our gov-
ernment will never accept
or pardon them and is vigor-
ously suppressing and elimi-
nating them. In the course of
such suppression, it has been
found that 99% of the perpe-
trators are foreigners who
illegally entered our country
via neighbouring countries.
Foreign media are portray-
ing this in world news as if
Myanmar alone bears the
responsibility. Moreover,
due to online gambling,
conflicts have arisen with
ethnic armed groups in the
northeastern region, and the
country has paid a heavy
price. We will strive through
various means to restore the

state to its original situation
and will also cooperate with
friendly countries, including
China and Thailand.

Our government regards
drugs, which can destroy hu-
manity, as a national danger
and considers anti-drug ef-
forts a national duty. We are
continuously, intensively,
and vigorously carrying out
activities to prevent and sup-
press drug production and
illicit trafficking.

For certain armed groups
operating under the name
of EAOs, the main source
of income is the drug trade,
which is a core business
they cannot relinquish, and
they continue to produce
and sell drugs to this day.
We will effectively uncover
intelligence and carry out
suppression efforts.

In conclusion, I would
like to say that the 100-day
period since our govern-
ment took office has been a
historic period in which we
have been able to begin lay-
ing strong foundations for

the future of the state. We
are holding fast to the two
priority goals of "achieving
national stability and peace"
and "achieving national de-
velopment" and are carrying
out activities at full speed
across all sectors.

No matter how great the
challenges and difficulties
we face, [ firmly believe that
if the government and the
public work hand in hand
with unwavering persever-
ance, following the motto
"The strength of the nation
lies within the nation itself,"
we can transform these dif-
ficulties into opportunities.
Our government will build
a new federal union based
on democracy and a federal
system in accordance with
the will of the people. I urge
that we not lag behind in
outdated thinking. [ will take
two years to accelerate the
construction of a new state,
and I will take three years to
carry out development at full
speed. I earnestly call upon
the entire public to actively

participate and assist us
across all sectors.

After leaving the meet-
ing hall, the President met
the press. The Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Speaker took note
of and recorded the State of
the Nation Address, marking
the 100th day of the govern-
ment in office, delivered by
the President.

After the meeting, a
luncheon was hosted at the
Dining Pavilionof the Hlut-
taw in honour of the success
of the second session of the
third hluttaws. The President
and attendees of the special
meeting enjoyed the lunch-
eon together.

Before and during the
luncheon, artistes from
MRTYV, Fine Arts Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Ho-
tels and Tourism and Culture
and Directorate of Public
Relations and Psychological
Warfare staged songs.

After the luncheon, the
President warmly greeted
the attendees.

MNA

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
people.
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