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World MSME Day commemorative ceremony held;
President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing delivers address
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Nay Pyi Taw June 27

The World MSME Day
commemorative ceremony
of the MSME Development
Work Committee took place
at MICC-1 in Nay Pyi Taw
this morning, addressed by
President of the Republic of
Union of Myanmar U Min
Aung Hlaing.

Also present together
with the President were
Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye,
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Khin Yi, Amyotha Hluttaw
Speaker U Aung Lin Dwe,
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, union level dig-
nitaries, union ministers, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair,
region/state chief ministers,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, deputy ministers,
Hluttaw representatives,

£y _-_m\ \m

President U Min Aung Hlaing addresses the World MSME Day commemorative ceremony.

chairs of regional agencies,
associations, MSME entre-
preneurs, and officials of the
ministries.

The President formally
opened the ceremony by us-
ing digital technology.

Artistes of the Ministry
of Hotels and Tourism and
Culture sang the song hon-
ouring the ceremony.

In his address, the Presi-
dent highlighted the national
slogan, “Let us encourage
production for prosperity
of the Nation,” noting that
MSMEs based on regional
agricultural and livestock
products are the principal
driving force of national
economic growth. Apart
from reinforcing regional
economic circulation, they
are the main generators of
job opportunities in devel-
oping countries. MSMEs
directly support the so-

cioeconomic progress of
the people.

Furthermore, MSMEs
play a central role in achiev-
ing the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. The
United Nations General As-
sembly officially designated
June 27 as Micro, Small, and
Medium-sized Enterprises
(MSME) Day on 6 April
2017 to raise awareness of
the massive contributions
these businesses make to the
global economy and sustain-
able development.

Since the MSME sector
encompasses production,
trade, and services, the na-
tion can raise its GDP by
supporting and promoting
these enterprises, which
further fuel the national
economic drive.

The current administra-
tion established the Ministry
of Industry and MSME De-

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes local products displayed at the World
MSME Day commemorative exhibition.

velopment to achieve solid [FiF

success in implementing
economic objectives, pro-
viding accelerated momen-
tum to support the MSME
sector as the backbone of
the country. Ultimately, the
State portrays its vision,
enthusiasm, determination,

and objectives for the sys- &g

tematic development of the

MSME sector to uplift the FHES
socioeconomic progress K

of all people across the @&

country.

He stated that according
to data from the World Bank
and the United Nations, it is
learned that about 90 percent
of businesses in the world to-
day are MSMEs, accounting
for 60 to 70 percent in terms
of job creation and about 50
percent of GDP, and in our
country as well, it is found
that about 90 percent of busi-
nesses are MSME businesses

President U Min Aung Hlaing presents honorary med-

al for an MSME that won outstanding award (grade-1).

and stand at about 70 percent
in terms of being able to
create jobs, and therefore,
he wants to urge everyone
to participate and carry out
operations together view-

ing the development of the
MSME sector as a national
duty that must indispensably
be done for the promotion of
the state economy.

See Page 13

B —

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes local products displayed at the World
MSME Day commemorative exhibition.
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He also stated that what
he wants to place emphasis
on urging here is that to
ensure smooth operations
in the production sector
and the sustainable devel-
opment of the MSME sec-
tor, efforts must be made
to enhance the four main
interconnected pillars,
namely raw materials, in-
puts, capital, and human
resources.

Then, he stated that
Myanmar is a developing
country and also faces many
challenges in operating
MSME businesses, and to
be able to overcome those
challenges, the state and the
private sector must cooper-
ate and carry out operations,
and as individuals, private
entrepreneurs may face
difficulties in operating on
their own, and to be able to
overcome those difficulties,
operations can be success-
fully carried out through a
collective operation system
and by operating in a coop-
erative format among like-
minded individuals.

In terms of raw materi-
als, he stated that since our
country is an agriculture-
based country, agricultural
and livestock products that
are easily available do-
mestically must be fully
utilized, and instead of rely-
ing on foreign raw materi-
als, domestic crops, for-
est products, and livestock
products must be created
as value-added products,
and regarding inputs such
as fuel, electricity, fertilizer,
and manufacturing machin-
ery parts, it is necessary to
innovate and carry out op-
erations through appropriate
methods, and especially, to
reduce manufacturing costs
as much as possible and to
further improve productiv-
ity, relevant ministries must
also place special empha-
sis on carrying out opera-
tions to be able to supply
the electricity and energy
sectors.

Since our country is a
country operating based on
agriculture and livestock
breeding businesses, it is re-
quired to mainly encourage
and carry out manufacturing
that utilizes naturally avail-
able resources and agricul-

ture and livestock breeding-
based local raw materials
that are easily available
domestically for domestic
MSME businesses, and ef-
forts must be made to trans-
form and produce ordinary,
conventional agricultural
and livestock products from
the stage of selling them
in their original raw mate-
rial state into value-added
products using modern tech-
nologies.

He then stated that look-
ing at imported food prod-
ucts and consumer goods,
it is found that the major-
ity of them are based on
agricultural and livestock
raw materials that are also
produced in our country,
and if raw materials that
are already available in our
hands can be fully utilized
and produced with quali-
fied quality, not only can
the reliance on importing
finished goods from abroad
be reduced, but import sub-
stitution can also be practi-
cally implemented.

He also stated that their
vision is to be able to estab-
lish an Agro-based Industry,
and it is not easy to progress
through agriculture and
livestock breeding alone,
and therefore, industrial
businesses must be promot-
ed with MSMEs from agri-
culture, livestock breeding,
and forestry manufacturing
already available in the
country, and for example,
manufacturing paper, pulp,
textiles, and utensils based
on bamboo, and manufac-
turing all consumer goods
based on rubber are only
some of the Agro-based
Industries.

Like MSMEs around
the world, local MSMEs
continue to face numerous
challenges, including lim-
ited access to finance, tech-
nological gaps, restricted
market access, shortages of
skilled labour, weak supply
chains, and the impact of
the global economic slow-
down. These challenges
must be transformed into
opportunities so that local
MSMEs can strengthen
their competitiveness and
secure a place in the global
market. To achieve this, lo-
cal governments, financial
institutions, and business

networks need to foster a
supportive business envi-
ronment by ensuring access
to raw materials, expanding
financing opportunities,
and providing digital tech-
nology training. We fully
recognize the resilience of
MSMEs—from innovators
and agricultural producers
to service providers—which
continue to persevere, cre-
ate employment opportuni-
ties, and contribute to eco-
nomic development despite
these challenges.

Building an independ-
ent, self-reliant, and re-
silient national economy
requires strengthening the
country's production capac-
ity while promoting import
substitution and expanding
the production of high-
quality, export-oriented
goods. We recognize that
each region of the country
has distinct climatic con-
ditions, soil characteris-
tics, and natural resources,
giving every area its own
comparative advantages.
Therefore, to effectively
promote the development
of MSMEs nationwide,
concerted efforts must be
made to successfully imple-
ment the "One Region, One
Product (OROP)" initiative.

This year's World
MSME Day is being cel-
ebrated over two days, with
special programs introduced
to promote the adoption of
digital technologies and
help MSME entrepreneurs
keep pace with the rap-
idly evolving digital land-
scape. MSME entrepreneurs
are encouraged to make
wider use of digital pay-
ment systems to improve
financial transactions across
the manufacturing and ser-
vice sectors, while also
leveraging digital trading
and e-commerce platforms
to expand their products
from domestic markets to
international markets and
explore new business op-
portunities. In this regard,
MSME development offi-
cials are urged to strengthen
business networks by pro-
viding technological sup-
port, particularly to young
model entrepreneurs, so
they can fully understand,
adopt, and effectively apply
digital technologies in their

businesses.

To achieve balanced
development across the
national economy, MSMEs
operating independently
but engaged in similar busi-
nesses must work together
in a coordinated and inte-
grated manner to ensure
sustained progress and
success. A strong supply
chain mechanism should
be established to connect
and support MSMEs across
different sectors. Priority
should be given to linking
MSMEs with large-scale
industries to create a robust
production network. Rather
than relying on imported
machinery components,
semi-finished materials,
and packaging supplies for
large factories, greater use
should be made of high-
quality products manufac-
tured by local MSMEs,
while strengthening domes-
tic value-added production.
Such an approach will foster
stronger linkages and sus-
tained cooperation among
local enterprises, contrib-
uting to a more resilient
and self-reliant industrial
ecosystem.

MSME entrepreneurs
should continue to ex-
change experiences and
share production technolo-
gies, expertise, and market
information. To modernize
the country's MSMEs and
enhance their competitive-
ness, strong partnerships
between the government
and the private sector must
be fostered. At the same
time, efforts should be made
to build global partner-
ships that enable local MS-
ME:s to expand exports and
strengthen their presence
in international markets.
The government will also
develop digital platforms
that facilitate the continu-
ous sharing of financial
resources, technical ex-
pertise, and knowledge to
support the success of an
inclusive economic sys-
tem. In this regard, relevant
ministries and regional and
state governments are urged
to systematically coordi-
nate collaboration between
large enterprises and MS-
MEs to strengthen indus-
trial linkages and promote
the effective development

of regional manufacturing
sectors.

Micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs)
are a major backbone of the
economy of the country.
Sustainability and develop-
ment of the sector will not
only strengthen the econo-
my of the country but also
directly boost the socioeco-
nomic life and incomes of
the people. I would like to
thank all MSME entrepre-
neurs and startup founders
in the entire country on
behalf of the State. Innova-
tion, efforts and resilience
of the enterprises not only
change and develop towns
and villages but also drive
the entire economy of the
State forward. I would like
to reiterate that the govern-
ment will continue to help
as much as possible for
all-round development and
competitiveness in penetrat-
ing the global market of
domestic MSMEs.

Our country is abundant
in natural resources and
rich in human resources.
By accelerating the mo-
mentum of MSMEs in the
form of private businesses
and cooperative societies,
job opportunities can be
greatly created and many
benefits including rising per
capita incomes, possibilities
of working under the cool
shade and shelter of the
motherland, development
of socioeconomic lives of
families and poverty re-
duction. If technology and
investment can be provided
proportionately, our goal
can surely be achieved.
Therefore, it is only neces-
sary for all to make concert-
ed cooperation and to work
hard. Such cooperation will
be mutually beneficial not
only for each other but also
for the State and ensure the
win-win-win situation. |
would like to urge all our
future new generation youth
businessmen and entrepre-
neurs to make concerted ef-
forts for the development of
the domestic economy and
enhance qualities not only
for domestic sufficiency
but also for meeting global
standards by firmly grasping
the opportunities offered by
modern technologies and
innovation as well as the

government in accordance
with the theme of this year’s
World Micro, Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises
Day.

Then, the President pre-
sented honorary medals to
MSMEs that won outstand-
ing awards (grade-1) includ-
ing Healthy & Happy Food-
stuffs (Small) Enterprise
from Mandalay Region,
Thalawadi Company Lim-
ited Foodstuffs (Medium)
Enterprise from Yangon
Region and Khine Myittar
Hospital Healthcare Ser-
vices (Medium) Enterprise
from Shan State.

Afterward, Vice Presi-
dents U Nyo Saw and Daw
Nan Ni Ni Aye each pre-
sented honorary medals to
three outstanding awards
(grade-2) winning MSMEs.
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Khin Yi, Amyotha Hlut-
taw Speaker U Aung Lin
Dwe and Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo each
presented honorary medals
to three outstanding awards
(grade-3) winning MSMEs.

Then, those who attended
the ceremony watched a doc-
umentary video of MSME
development.

Afterward, President U
Min Aung Hlaing accepted
a commemorative gift for
World MSMEs Day pre-
sented at his seat by Union
Minister for Industry and
MSMEs Development Dr
Charlie Than.

Then, the President
posed for documentary pho-
tographs with attendees.

After the ceremony, the
President and attendees
attentively observed local
products, textile and con-
sumer products, Myanmar
traditional handicraft, farm-
ing implements, fertilizer
and seeds and other prod-
ucts manufactured by local
MSMEs and displayed at
149 World MSMEs Day
commemorative exhibition
booths by the central and
work committees, central
committee member min-
istries, regions and states,
MSMEs and organizations.
The President, after hear-
ing the reports of officials,
gave necessary instructions
to them.

MNA
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Another illegal 7-storey residential building used for
online scam and gambling operations demolished in

Shwe Kokko; 65 illegal buildings destroyed to date

Before the demolitio

Before demolition.

Shwe Kokko area, Myawaddy District, Kayin State.

After the controlled explosion and demolition of the illegal 7

* |

n of an illegal 7-story residential building used for online gambling fraud operations in the

After demolition.

fraud operations in the Shwe Kokko area, Myawaddy District, Kayin State.

Nay Pyi Taw June 27

Joint departmental teams
have been completely de-
molishing illegal buildings
and systematically destroying
equipment used for opera-
tions in the Shwe Kokko and

KK Park areas of Myawaddy
Township, Kayin State, which
served as bases for online
scam and gambling activities.
It is reported that another il-
legal seven-storey residential
building within the Shwe

Kokko area was systemati-
cally demolished using explo-
sives today.

Out of 77 buildings in
the Shwe Kokko area used to
commit online scamming and
gambling offences, plans were

a4 asmadd

FRITAS Y

-story residential building used for online gambling

categorised by building type:
57 buildings to be demolished
using heavy machinery and
20 buildings to be destroyed
via controlled explosions.
Demolition work has been
carried out systematically,

Preparations underway to demolish an illegal 7-story

- & 4

residential building with explosives, which was used for
online gambling fraud operations in the Shwe Kokko
area, Myawaddy District, Kayin State.

and today, one seven-storey
residential building from the
20 structures earmarked for
explosive demolition was
successfully blown up.

To date, the joint depart-
mental teams have systemati-

cally demolished a total of 65
illegal buildings used in these
online scam and gambling op-
erations. Reports state that the
remaining 12 illegal buildings
will continue to be systemati-

cally destroyed. 100

Plan underway to grow more than 34,000
acres of rainfed paddy in Kyunhla Township

Kyunhla June 27

According to the statistics
of Kyunhla Township Agri-
culture Department in Saga-
ing Region, local farmers will
grow more than 34,000 acres
of rainfed paddy in the town-
ship during this monsoon.

During the 2026-2027
monsoon cropping season,

Kyunhla Township has tar-
geted the cultivation 0f 34,101
acres of rainfed paddy. Plant-
ing will be carried out from
July through September this
year, according to reports.
"We have set a target of
cultivating more than 34,000
acres of monsoon paddy in
Kyunhla Township during

this year's monsoon cropping
season. Efforts will be made
to ensure that the target acre-
age is fully achieved. Neces-
sary technologies and seed
varieties required for paddy
cultivation will be provided.
Field-level assistance will
also be carried out to help
farmers plant their monsoon

paddy on time," said Daw
Myint Myint Yi, Head of the
Township Department of Ag-
riculture in Kyunhla.

It is reported that the rel-
evant township Department
of Agriculture and local farm-
ers will work together to
ensure that monsoon paddy
cultivation can be carried out

systematically and without
difficulties during this year's
cropping season.

In Kyunhla Township,
monsoon paddy farmers will
be provided with agricultural
technical assistance, aware-
ness training on pest preven-
tion and control, guidance to
minimize crop losses, and
information to ensure that
harvested paddy is transport-
ed under shelter in a timely
manner.

To ensure successful cul-

tivation and good yields from
this year's monsoon paddy
fields in Kyunhla Township,
staff from the Township De-
partment of Agriculture will
conduct field visits and pro-
vide technical guidance on
selecting and planting high-
quality, pure seed varieties,
monitoring and preventing
pest infestations, proper land
preparation and weeding,
rogueing off-type plants, and
the systematic application of
fertilizers. 206

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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