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Central Committee for Implementation of Progress of
Border Areas and National Races holds meeting

. .L ik

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the meeting of the Central Committee for Implemen-

tation of Progress of Border Areas and National Races.

Nay Pyi Taw June 26

The Central Commit-
tee for Implementation of
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races held its
meeting at the meeting room
of the President’s Office this
afternoon, with an address
by Chairman of the Central
Committee President U Min
Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the
meeting were Vice Chairs
of the Central Committee
Vice Presidents U Nyo Saw
and Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye,
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, Union ministers,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, chief ministers
of regions and states, the
Chief of the General Staff
(Army, Navy and Air), sen-
ior military officers from the
Office of the Commander-in-
Chief, deputy ministers and
officials.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the President said that
the Central Committee has
been in operation since the
former State Law and Or-
der Restoration Council
(SLORC) era in 1989. At
that time, after peace agree-
ments were signed with
ethnic armed organizations,
it was found that develop-
ment in the areas that had
achieved peace had lagged
behind for various reasons.
Therefore, the Central Com-
mittee was formed to imple-

ment development in border
areas and ethnic regions.
From then onward, suc-
cessive governments have
carried out border area de-
velopment activities, with
some projects being success-
fully implemented, while
others have not succeeded
due to various reasons. The
main objective is to improve
the socioeconomic lives
of ethnic people in border
areas. Socioeconomic de-
velopment requires both
individual efforts by citizens
and support from the State
for regional development.
After the country gained
independence, it was gov-
erned under a parliamentary
system. During that period,
some ethnic groups made
demands for rights, and eth-
nic representatives were also
separately allocated seats in
Parliament. However, issues
related to power-sharing
began to be raised. Disagree-
ments also emerged regard-
ing the 1947 Constitution.
There were demands from
ethnic groups as well as
from political parties and
organizations. Alongside po-
litical demands, there were
also ethnic-based demands.
Since the parliamentary
system was being practised
at that time, different po-
litical systems were able
to be pursued according to
preference. Although the
Constitution was not drafted

with a provision explicitly
directing a transition to so-
cialism, it is observed that
some sections included basic
elements that could support
such a direction. In addi-
tion, President Sao Shwe
Thaik’s speeches included
references to moving toward
a socialist system. Against
this backdrop, those with
opposing views, arguing that
their demands could not be
fulfilled, resorted to armed
struggle. These are matters
that should be studied as part
of history, and it is believed
that such situations can be
avoided in the future through
careful consideration during
the period of governance
responsibility.

During the parliamentary
era, political disagreements
were, from the government’s
perspective, addressed in
accordance with the law.
However, from the perspec-
tive of politicians, there was
concern that their expecta-
tions would not be realized.
As aresult, politics began to
be pursued through violent
means. At that time, not only
in Myanmar but also in other
countries that had gained
independence through lib-
eration movements, political
conflicts emerged. In some
countries, political disputes
arose, while in others, armed
conflicts broke out. Even up
to the present time, such con-
flicts have not yet been fully

resolved in some countries,
including Myanmar.

Due to weaknesses in
the Constitution, a caretaker
government assumed state
responsibilities. During the
caretaker government pe-
riod, a clean election was
held, and power was trans-
ferred to the winning party.
At that time, ethnic demands
became more intense, and
in 1962 the Revolution-
ary Council assumed state
responsibilities. A centrally
directed system was im-
plemented; however, it was
unable to effectively resolve
ethnic-related issues, and
armed conflicts intensified
in the northeastern regions.
As aresult of these conflicts
and various other factors,
development in ethnic areas
significantly lagged behind.

Most border areas are
difficult to access and have
poor connectivity. They
are characterized by dense
forests and mountainous
terrain, abundant rivers,
streams, and lakes, low
population density, and lin-
guistic diversity. Due to
limited presence of govern-
ment officials, development
in sectors such as education,
health, and the economy has
remained weak. These chal-
lenges were further com-
pounded by armed conflicts,
which made it difficult to
effectively address them.
When political unrest oc-

curred in 1988, the govern-
ment was no longer able to
maintain control, and the
Tatmadaw was compelled to
assume state responsibilities
out of necessity, as recorded
in historical documents. Af-
ter taking responsibility, the
Tatmadaw pledged to move
towards a multi-party demo-
cratic system as demanded
by the public. In order to
address ethnic issues, peace
talks were held in 1989,
leading to ceasefires and the
implementation of regional
development initiatives.

Efforts were made to or-
ganize ethnic armed organi-
zations under the command
of the Tatmadaw as part of
the national defence capa-
bility. While some groups
accepted this arrangement,
others did not. During the
first democratically elected
government in 2010, efforts
were made to achieve last-
ing peace across the coun-
try, and numerous rounds
of peace talks were held
with ethnic armed organiza-
tions. However, due to the
involvement of external
countries and organizations
influencing some ethnic
armed groups, difficulties
were encountered. Despite
repeated negotiations under
challenging circumstances,
the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) was
eventually signed with some
ethnic armed organizations.
During that period, a certain
level of development was
achieved in ethnic regions.
In the second democratically
elected government period
in 2015, peace talks were
also conducted, but they
did not achieve success. In
areas where peace was ab-
sent, development remained
delayed. The Central Com-
mittee has been explaining
this historical background in
relation to the development
of border areas and ethnic
nationalities.

During our government's
tenure, we will work to
establish a peaceful and
stable democratic nation,
strengthen a genuine and dis-
ciplined multi-party demo-
cratic system in line with our
political vision, and build a

union based on democracy
and federalism. To achieve
this, we must ensure that
regions which have lagged
behind for various reasons
are developed without dis-
parities. While some areas
are not peripheral, they too
are underdeveloped, and
thus we must also work for
their development.

Subsequently, the Presi-
dent speaking on the peace
offer said:

"I want to say that it
is our unavoidable duty
to eliminate disparities in
regions where gaps exist.
To do this, peace and stabil-
ity are crucial. Therefore,
when our new government
assumes responsibility, we
will work for the peace of
our country and for its de-
velopment. | have said that
I will strive to bring peace
to the country within five
years to the best of my abil-
ity. When I spoke about the
100-day plan, we extended
peace offers, and I wish to
reiterate this. Regarding the
peace offer made by our gov-
ernment, we have placed no
preconditions for any ethnic
armed organization—none
whatsoever. I invite them
to come and discuss peace.
I want to reiterate this. It
is included in our 100-day
plan—what we have said
we will implement within
100 days. However, some
have interpreted this as a
precautionary measure and
made nitpicking remarks,
linking it to the timeline. If
they truly want peace, if they
want it today, they would
come today. If they do not
want peace, they will make
excuses and stall. I invite
them for peace—come and
engage; we can do this, and
[ truly want to do it. Through
every channel available, I
am striving to achieve it. |
have said that whatever it
costs, I will do it to attain
peace. I want the country
to prosper. We have fallen
behind. Consider this: when
we take steps forward, they
are steps bound by con-
straints—chains of problems
and difficulties. We lack true
freedom.

See Page 15
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Food Policy Commission meeting held with an address by

e

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the Food Policy Commission meeting.

Nay Pyi Taw June 26

The Food Policy Com-
mission held a meeting at
the meeting hall of the Presi-
dential Office this morning,
addressed by Chairman of
the Commission President U
Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meet-
ing together with the Presi-
dent were the specially in-
vited guests, Vice Presidents
U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan
Ni Ni Aye, the Commission
Secretary and union minis-
ter members, the Nay Pyi
Taw Council chair, region/
state chief ministers, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief,
deputy ministers, chairs
of the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
Myanmar Rice Federation,
Myanmar Livestock Federa-
tion, and Myanmar fisheries
Federation, and officials.

In his keynote address,
the President said it is the first
meeting of the commission
during the term of his admin-
istration. The government has
adopted the two goals —food
sufficiency and national pros-
perity. The meeting is related
to the MSME Development
Central Committee meeting
that took place yesterday. It
discussed matters relating
to development of MSMEs
with greater momentum for
national prosperity, and the
today’s meeting will focus
on food sufficiency all across

the country.

Our country has a popula-
tion of over 51 million, and
70 percent of them are rural
dwellers. Their main busi-
ness is farming. The country
has over 33 million acres of
farmland of various types.
Paddy is put under 15 million
acres, corn, 1.9 million acres,
beans and pulses, 2.7 million
acres, and sesame, four mil-
lion acres. If livestock busi-
ness that has interconnections
with agriculture is carried out
effectively, income of the
people engaged in agricul-
ture and livestock businesses
will definitely rise and their
socioeconomic condition
will improve. Moreover, it
will contribute a lot to food
sufficiency. People engaged
in agriculture and livestock
businesses represents nearly
50 percent of the country’s
population.

Food includes directly
edible items such as directly
comestible items, drinking
water and water for agricul-
ture, while rations mean non-
directly comestible items
such as kitchen crops includ-
ing rice, flour, and corn. The
Myanmar dictionary defines
rations as edible supplies,
monthly salary, stored rice.
In our country there are daily
required items such as food,
drinks and commodities. For
the sufficient availability of
all the items included in the
rations for domestic con-
sumption, rations must be

produced from the locally
manufactured goods.

There is a Myanmar say-
ing, “Without food, a person
can survive for seven days,
and can survive only one
morning without water. So,
the government must strive
for ensuring adequate wa-
ter supply. There are rain
water, water from natural
watercourses and dams, and
underground water. In order
to use those water resources
effectively for the country
there must be policies that
define ways to store water
reserves. The country should
produce non-direct consump-
tion goods adequately. The
main policy is to ensure
food sufficiency all across
the nation.

Regarding the daily food,
all the regions and states
should produce a sufficient
amount of food domesti-
cally. Food items certain
regions and states lack must
be supplied by other regions
and states that produce them.
In doing so, regions and
states should make efforts to
domestically produce a suf-
ficient amount of those food
items they are sharing with
their counterparts. In this way
all should strive for domestic
food sufficiency. Regions and
states should adopt an agro-
policy to produce adequate
number of crops that grow
well in their areas.

The country is importing
edible oil annually. In the

country, edible oil crops such
as groundnut, sesame, nyger
seeds, sunflower, oil mustard,
soybean, oil palm, are cul-
tivated in the places where
they grow well. A policy
must be laid to internally
produce sufficient volume of
edible oil for local consump-
tion. As the country is also
importing wheat annually, it
must find ways to increase
production of the crop.

Policies have already
adopted to meet the set ag-
ricultural targets. The Ag-
ricultural Research Depart-
ment has set the targets after
comparing and analyzing the
facts they had found through
research programs and the
outcomes of international
research programs. Four
means—seeds, soil, water
and methods -- should be
applied in agriculture. Farm-
ers need to get quality seeds,
make land preparations, get
irrigation water, and apply
the correct methods. Like-
wise, pedigree strains must
be chosen to raise yield in the
livestock business. Animals
must be fed with adequate
amount of quality feeds and
clean water and must be
raise through systematic
methods.

He stated that only then
will it reach marketable size
and good yield, enabling
commercial production, and
it is necessary to form work
committees and set strategies
to implement food security

operations, and there are 33
million cultivation acres in
our country, which is suf-
ficient for our country, and
rather than expanding culti-
vation acres, it is necessary
to effectively utilize land to
further increase yields, and
in carrying out operations to
mainly ensure food security,
it is required to strive to in-
crease per-acre target yields
and it is also necessary to car-
ry out operations to improve

| multiple-cropping index, and

in upland cultivation busi-
nesses, multiple-cropping
index can be increased by
carrying out operations to
obtain agricultural water,
and upland cultivation is high
in regions such as Sagaing,
Mandalay, and Magway, and
it is necessary to set policies
and carry out operations to be
able to implement river water
pumping projects after trans-
forming upland fields into
converted paddy fields by
carrying out soil preparation,
and in areas where agricul-
tural water can be obtained
sufficiently, it is necessary to
step-by-step strive to achieve
a multiple-cropping index of
up to 300 percent.

He also stated that re-
garding water utilization, it
is found that only about 20
percent of the water from riv-
ers and creeks in our country
can be effectively utilized and
the remaining approximately
80 percent flows into the sea,
and water is indispensable
for plants to survive and
grow, and therefore, solar-
powered river water pumping
projects can be implemented
to obtain agricultural water
from rivers and creeks, and
if agricultural water can be
sufficiently obtained, crops
can be successfully and thriv-
ingly cultivated regardless of
season and multiple-cropping
index will also increase.

He then stated that due to
annual flooding and changes
in water currents in rivers and
creeks, siltation occurs, caus-
ing riverbeds and creekbeds
to rise, and because illegal
gold mining operations are
carried out in some places,
siltation occurs and rivers
and creeks become shallow,
and therefore, it is required
to carry out operations to
dredge rivers and creeks and
maintain waterways, and

Commission Chairman President U Min Aung Hlaing

to obtain agricultural water
during the summer period,
constructing dams by block-
ing creeks and channels, and
constructing underground
dams in sandy creeks can
be carried out, and by do-
ing so, greening will occur
around creeks and channels,
and groundwater can also be
maintained to an appropriate
extent, and it is necessary to
mainly find ways and carry
out operations to effectively
utilize water, and it is also
necessary to store and utilize
rainwater, and to prevent
wasteful utilization of water,
it is necessary to have correct
water utilization systems and
to set policies and carry out
operations to systematically
utilize water.

He expressed that regard-
ing fertilizers, target yields
of crops will progress only
when fertilizers are applied,
and there are two types of
fertilizers, namely organic
fertilizers and chemical ferti-
lizers, and since a developing
country like our country has
to annually import chemi-
cal fertilizers from abroad,
it is necessary to carry out
operations to widely utilize
organic fertilizers that can
be produced domestically in
an effective and beneficial
manner, and it is also required
to carry out operations to
be able to produce chemi-
cal fertilizers domestically
and arrangements must be
made to systematically uti-
lize chemical fertilizers and
organic fertilizers, and it is
necessary to mainly carry out
operations for border areas
with difficult transportation
to be able to produce and
utilize organic fertilizers by
themselves, and the state will
carry out as much as possible
to further progress agricul-
tural businesses, including
the further disbursement of
agricultural loans, and it is
necessary to place emphasis
on carrying out operations
to successfully implement
the laid-down policies for
the success of agricultural
businesses.

He noted that it is neces-
sary to conduct research on
how to carry out operations
to improve the production
of kitchen crops included in
food supplies and

See Page 14
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to ensure the good quality
of cultivated crops in terms
of color, aroma, taste, and
size, and regarding wheat
cultivation, wheat is mainly
cultivated in Shan State and
Sagaing Region in our coun-
try, and he wants operations
to be carried out to meet
domestic wheat demand by
increasing and producing
domestic wheat cultivation,
and since wheat consumption
supports physical growth, he
also wants operations to be
carried out to promote wheat
consumption.

Then, he stated that in
milling raw materials pro-
duced from agricultural
businesses, it is necessary
to be able to mill them with
qualified quality, and de-
pending on the produced
quality, market availability
and price fetch will vary, and
since rice mills and oil mills
need to be good to be able
to produce quality-qualified
rice and oils, it is necessary
to set policies and carry
out operations, and since
Pawsan paddy successfully
grown in our country al-
ready has a market demand,
he wants efforts to be made
to select and cultivate it in
places where climate and
soil conditions permit, and
to produce it to have good
quality and increased yields.

Regarding livestock
breeding, he stated that the
indispensable requirement
in livestock breeding is ani-
mal feed, and animal feed is
produced sufficiently in our
country and imports from
abroad are low, and broken
rice, rice bran, and maize
are produced nationwide,
and since animal feed can

be produced from those
agricultural products, it is
necessary to effectively uti-
lize and carry out operations
in livestock breeding busi-
nesses, and it is necessary
to successfully carry out
livestock breeding accord-
ing to regions and states and
to meet local demands, and
providing sufficient food
for the public is also a kind
of merit, and since chicken,
pork, mutton, beef, and fish
are mainly consumed in our
country, it is necessary to
systematically breed and
carry out operations, and it
is found that buffaloes and
cattle have become scarce
according to regions and cat-
tle breeding has decreased,
and by increasing the breed-
ing of beef cattle and dairy
cattle, it will support food
supplies, and shoes and other
consumer goods can also be
produced from the produced
hides and bones can be used
as fertilizer, and similarly, it
is also necessary to expand
the breeding of fish and
prawns, and regarding meat
and fish policy, it is neces-
sary to carry out operations
for the public to obtain them
sufficiently, and the state
is annually releasing fish
fingerlings into rivers and
creeks free of charge, and it
is necessary to set policies
and carry out operations
for the public to be able to
consume them affordably
and abundantly.

Today is the age of sci-
ence and technology, IT
and Al I learnt modern ag-
ricultural methods of India
and China during my recent
visit there. It is necessary to
apply modern agricultural
methods in possible sectors.

Similarly, it is also necessary
to implement mechanized
farming methods. Due to
shortages of cattle and la-
bour forces, it is important to
use machines and tools suffi-
ciently in farming. Similarly,
it is essential to produce
agricultural machinery and
tools at home. In carrying
out agriculture, it is impor-
tant to use scientific and
modern methods, IT and Al
technologies and machinery.

In upgrading the educa-
tion sector of the country,
compulsory education until
KG+9 is being enforced.
Similarly, basic education
for industries, agriculture
and livestock breeding is
being provided starting from
the middle school level. In
the same way as the gov-
ernment is nurturing human
resources for agriculture and
livestock breeding, relevant
regions and states are re-
quired to grant scholarships
for respective subjects in
agriculture and livestock
breeding to nurture human
resources.

Reserved food refers to
rice paddy stored for future
consumption. Mainly, meas-
ures must be taken to store
reserved rice and paddy in
respective regions and states.
As the stored rice and paddy
can be greatly helpful during
natural disasters, policies
must be adopted and im-
plemented to firmly ensure
domestic food security. Our
aim for Myanmar is be a ma-
jor food exporting country in
the international community.
Therefore, systematic efforts
must be made to consist-
ently conduct research to in-
crease the production of rice,
pulses and beans, other food

crops and fishery products.
If research is consistently
conducted based on correct
and complete facts on the
ground, further progress
can be achieved. Therefore,
everyone is urged to make
concerted efforts systemati-
cally to that end.

Then, secretary of the
commission Union Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation U Min Naung
reported to the President on
formation of work commit-
tees for food security and
promotion of the agriculture
and livestock breeding sec-
tor in regions and states and
in Nay Pyi Taw Council area.

Afterward, members of
the commission attending
the meeting reported to the
President on distribution of
vegetables, meat and fish,
the breeding of chickens,
pigs, goats and cows, fish
and prawns in respective
zones and expansion plans,
distribution of livestock
feeds, agriculture and live-
stock breeding tasks be-
ing carried out for food
security in proportion to
local population, measures
taken to boost food produc-
tion for respective years,
implementation of plans to
produce quality pedigrees
and meeting the targeted
yield of oil drops, efforts
for sufficient water sup-
ply for agriculture, sales to
other regions and exports of
surplus agriculture and live-
stock products, systematic
preparations for prevention
of damage and losses from
agriculture and livestock
farms due to natural disasters
and storage of reserved seeds
and veterinary medicines,
implementation of mecha-

nized farming, arrangements
for farming implements,
findings on strategies and
policies of other countries
for security of food, water
and basic needs, measures
taken for integrated farm-
ing, boosting the produc-
tion of quality pedigrees
and seeds locally, efforts
for production and exports
of agriculture and livestock
products according to guid-
ance, priorities to be given
by the private sector and
cooperation with experts
and organizations to manu-
facture value-added products
and to secure international
standard recognition cer-
tificates.

Then, Vice President
Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye reported
on formation of the agricul-
tural produce management
committee to help farmers
to get reasonable prices and
market shares when their
products are sold while the
secretary of the commission
union minister for agricul-
ture, livestock and irrigation,
on development of cattle
breeding and the needs for
systematic supervision in re-
spective regions and states to
utilize agricultural land ben-
eficially in accordance with
rules and regulations. The
union minister for transport
and digital development and
communications reported on
the situation of joint monitor-
ing works for conservation
of water volume and water
quality in rivers and creeks
in accordance with the law.

Afterward, the President
made concluding remarks,
saying perspectives and poli-
cies of the State, practical
experiences and perspec-
tives of chief ministers of

regions and states and points
of view of federations could
be discussed at the current
meeting. Respective work
committees are required to
discuss further details. Every
country has many people
who carry out agriculture for
their livelihood. As farmers
are food providers of the
people, their interests must
be protected. In the same
way as the State is taking
care of farmers, the latter
is required to meet cultiva-
tion acreage and boost crop
yields.

The needs of livestock
breeding farms will be ful-
filled by the State and work
committees are required to
implement the discussions
at the meeting. Chiefly, as-
sessments must be made
for how to contribute to
implementation of policies
for food security, how to
work beneficially, how to
store reserved food and how
to manage local sales and
exports.

As united efforts make
tasks more successful, agri-
culture and livestock farms
are required to work through
the cooperative system. As
farmers are those who con-
tribute to the food security
of the State and the world in
one way or another, they are
greatly appreciated. There-
fore, the commission is oper-
ating under the leadership of
myself. Discussions made at
the current meeting must be
further discussed in details
at relevant ministries and
efforts must be made to suc-
ceed in tasks by drawing ac-
tion plans. After the remarks
of the President, the meeting
concluded.

MNA

Top DPRK leader oversees artillery, missile tests

Pyongyang June 26

Kim Jong Un, top leader
of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (DPRK),

oversaw on Thursday tests of

multiple firepower systems in a

bid to modernize the country's
artillery and missile forces, the
official Korean Central News
Agency said Friday.

The tests involved the
upgraded 240mm-caliber

24-tubular multiple rocket
launcher system, tactical bal-
listic missile, and 155mm
self-propelled gun-howitzer
shells with an extended firing
range, said the report.

The upgraded rocket
launcher system employs an
automated firepower system
and a self-steered precise
guidance system, with an ex-
tended firing range of 90 km.

The tactical ballistic missile
is equipped with a special
mission warhead designed
to inflict fatal damage on
major enemy targets, includ-
ing airfields, ports and power

facilities.

The test of the gun-howit-
zer shells with an extended fir-
ing range of 65 km is also "of
great military significance," it
added. Xinhua

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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To put it bluntly, we want
to burst out like a horse
breaking free from its stall
and gallop forward. That
is what we desire. But we
cannot do it now—there are
obstacles. Those obstacles
are conflicts: political con-
flicts and armed conflicts.
We need to cut through and
clear these. So, I want to tell
these ethnic armed organiza-
tions, the EAOs: if you truly
want peace, come forward.
We will discuss without any
preconditions."

The President contin-
ued, saying that the people's
demands include a desire
for improved socio-eco-
nomic conditions. People
seek greener pastures, so if
jobs are available and their
regions develop, migration
to other areas will decrease.
We must work to reduce the
disparities and hardships
faced by ethnic nationali-
ties in border areas. It is
imperative to carry out de-
velopment projects for these
regions. On one hand, we
must extend peace offers; on
the other, we must provide
development. Primarily, we
need to strengthen human
resources capable of improv-
ing education, health, and
socio-economic conditions,
which are weak in these
areas. To achieve this, we
must improve transportation
and communication links be-
yond their current state. The
Union is already working to
ensure that human resources
needed for education and
health reach these areas,
and regions and states must
also make efforts. We need

relevant sectors to make pro-
gress, enhance knowledge,
improve health, and ensure
food sufficiency through lo-
cal production.

Ethnic border commu-
nities primarily engage in
agriculture and livestock
farming, which are matters
of national significance.
Therefore, we must foster
experts in agriculture and
livestock in these regions.
Ethnic students who have
attended the Ethnic De-
velopment University and
degree colleges should, upon
completing their studies,
be able to take on devel-
opment roles in their own
regions. Since the human
resource gap is critical, we
need to encourage students
to attend industrial, agricul-
tural, and livestock training
schools opened by regions
and states. This is vital for
our nation's future. For our
country to achieve peace,
we must work on multiple
fronts. In making the nation
better, we must consider
how ministries, regions, and
states should act. Since our
government took office, we
have allocated 1,397 billion
kyats for seven border area
development sub-commit-
tees and 643.68 billion kyats
for nine regional works com-
mittees for the 20262027
fiscal year. If we imple-
ment projects in a balanced
manner, meeting standards
across sectors, we will suc-
ceed. [ urge committee mem-
bers with responsibilities to
prioritize collective efforts."

Afterwards, the Secre-
tary of the Central Com-
mittee, Union Minister for

Myat, clarified the imple-
mentation status of develop-
ment work for border areas
and ethnic nationalities.
Subsequently, Central
Committee members at-
tending the meeting briefed
participants on the progress
of efforts to strengthen the
rule of law, maintain peace
and stability in communi-
ties, and promote effective
local administration. They
also reported on the effective
implementation of measures
to combat online fraud and
narcotics, the execution of
five development projects
for border areas and ethnic
nationalities, the approval
of proposed budget expen-
ditures in accordance with
the law, the provision of
educational assistance grants
to selected basic education
schools in border areas and
efforts to address teacher
shortages, the delivery of
education to students in bor-
der area schools during the
2026-2027 academic year
with the assigned teaching
staff, the implementation
of health awareness and
healthcare services, human
resource development ini-
tiatives, the development
of farmland in border areas
and the distribution of seeds
and agricultural inputs, the
construction and upgrad-
ing of roads and bridges to
improve rural transportation
and ensure adequate ac-
cess to drinking water, the
expansion and cultivation
of agricultural plantations
alongside environmental
conservation activities, on-
going efforts to increase
electricity distribution, and

development projects being
carried out by the respective
working committees and
subcommittees, together
with their future implemen-
tation plans.

Central Committee mem-
ber Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo discussed the
importance of maintaining
peace and stability, uphold-
ing the rule of law, and ac-
celerating territorial security
operations to facilitate the
reopening of border trade
routes and emphasized that
peace and development are
inseparable in advancing
border area development
projects, noting that the es-
tablishment of lasting peace
is essential for achieving
sustainable development in
border regions. Commis-
sion Vice Chair Vice Presi-
dent Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye
highlighted the importance
of appointing local ethnic
teachers to basic education
schools to strengthen hu-
man resource development
for ethnic communities,
enabling them to effectively
assist local residents by ad-
dressing language barriers
and other challenges. Central
Committee Vice Chair Vice
President U Nyo Saw also
elaborated on the formation
of the Central Committee,
working committees, sub-
committees, and regional
working committees to over-
see border area development
projects, the progress made
in border area development
over successive fiscal years,
the need to ensure that roads,
bridges, buildings, and other
infrastructure projects are

to work effectively across

Border Affairs Lt-Gen Phone

the progress of border arca

implemented systematical-

ly in line with prescribed
quality standards to ensure
long-term sustainability,
and the role of regional de-
velopment in improving the
socio-economic conditions
of local ethnic communi-
ties, fostering greater mutual
understanding and trust, and
further strengthening peace,
stability, and the rule of law.
The President, Chairman
of the Central Committee
for the Implementation of
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races, then
delivered the concluding
remarks, emphasizing that
the Central Committee's
primary responsibility is to
promote the development
of border regions and ethnic
communities. He stressed
the importance of success-
fully implementing the com-
mittee's objectives, regularly
reviewing its activities, and
advancing the education and
healthcare sectors in border
areas. He also called for a
comprehensive assessment
of the progress achieved in
the development of border
regions and ethnic communi-
ties since the establishment
of the Central Committee.
Regarding the health
sector, he emphasized the
policy that every hospital
should be staffed with a
doctor. He also stressed the
need to make effective use
of border region and ethnic
development funds based on
the specific needs of each
region and state. In addition,
he underscored the impor-
tance of promoting aware-
ness and dissemination of
information related to ethnic
communities and ensuring
a proper understanding of

such information. He fur-
ther noted that producing a
sufficient number of skilled
workers and qualified pro-
fessionals, particularly in
the agricultural sector, is
essential to supporting the
socio-economic develop-
ment of ethnic communities
in border areas.

Regarding regional food
security, he noted that in ar-
eas such as Chin State, where
paddy cultivation is chal-
lenging and local food self-
sufficiency remains insuffi-
cient, the relevant ministries
should support the cultivation
of edible elephant foot yams
to strengthen food security.
He also urged the effective
promotion of crops suitable
for these regions, including
tea, coffee, and avocados, in
order to boost local incomes
and support broader regional
economic development.

It was also stated that
responsible officials must
ensure that civil servants as-
signed to remote and isolated
border areas are properly
deployed to their designated
duty stations, while also
making necessary arrange-
ments to safeguard their
welfare and entitlements. He
further emphasized the need
to reach ethnic communi-
ties living in truly remote
and isolated areas and to
actively promote the inter-
ests of ethnic populations in
border regions. In addition,
he urged that the voices of
local residents and ethnic
communities be duly heard
and that effective implemen-
tation of relevant initiatives
be carried out accordingly
and the meeting was then

adjourned. MNA

Myaungmya Township ships large number bags
of broken rice to Yangon market

Myaungmya June 26

Local merchants from
Myaungmya Township of Ay-
eyawady Region supplied a large
number of broken rice bags to
Yangon market in April, said Daw
Kyi Hsan, the owner of rice and
parry trading depot in Myaungmya
Township.

From Myaungmya Township,
only about 45,000 bags of broken
rice, each containing 24 pyi, were
shipped and sold to the Yangon
market during March this year. In
April, exports increased to about
57,000 bags of broken rice, each

containing 24 pyi, within a single
month. Demand from the Yangon
market for locally produced bro-
ken rice has reportedly remained
strong.

“Broken rice from Myaung-
mya Township is mainly ex-
ported and sold to the Yangon
market. Most shipments are
transported by cargo trucks.
Demand for broken rice notice-
ably increased starting from
around the first week of the
month. Rice brokerage busi-
nesses have been continuously
shipping and selling broken rice.

Traders are doing well because
transportation and sales are
now proceeding smoothly with-
out difficulties,” said Daw Kyi
Hsan.

2

The broken rice exported from
Myaungmya Township to Yangon
is currently priced at K40,000

per 24-pyi bag. Due to the strong |

sales and exports of broken rice,
rice and paddy traders, broker-
age business owners, cargo han-
dlers, and truck drivers involved

in transportation are reportedly

benefiting.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

<A

N
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Bags of broken rice stored in a warehouse.
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