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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing addresses Union government meeting
Discusses matters to be addressed by the government within
100 days starting today

gBresidentiofithelRep ublicofithellUnion’of Myanm

Nay Pyi Taw April 20

A Union government
meeting of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
took place at the Union
government meeting hall
of the Presidential Palace
in Nay Pyi Taw this after-
noon, addressed by President
U Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Vice Presidents U
Nyo Saw and Daw Nang Ni
Ni Aye, union ministers, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair.
Region/state chief ministers
attended the meeting through
video conferencing.

The importance of the
health and education
sectors in socioeconomic
development

In his keynote address,
the President stated that this
was the first meeting of the
current government, during
which the work to be done
over the coming five years
would be discussed. During
an interview at the presiden-
tial inauguration ceremony,
he told the media that national
peace, stability, and progress
would be prioritized. Regard-
ing his message to the people,
the President urged citizens to
work hard and live in unity.

The government will
place national peace, stabil-
ity, and progress at the core of
its functions. People in every
country measure their gov-
ernment’s achievements by
weighing its accomplishments
in serving their interests. The

-~

ar’'U Min Aug Hlaing addresses the Unionfsovernme Himeeting}

President said the govern-
ment he leads was chosen
by members of Parliament
elected in a free and fair mul-
tiparty democratic election,
and its primary responsibility
is national peace, stability,
and progress. National devel-
opment means the ability to
improve the socioeconomic
status, health, and education
of the people. Achieving this
goal requires the progress of
both individual livelihoods
and the national economy,
alongside an increase in in-
come. Health and education
are vital for socioeconomic
development.

A review of the coun-
try’s education sector shows
two distinct periods: the pre-
independence and post-inde-
pendence eras. Leading up
to the loss of independence,
the country suffered from a
lack of an efficient education
system. Meanwhile, other
countries were practicing sys-
tematic education at that time.
There were flaws in education
during the pre-independence
period due to the struggle to
regain independence. The
education sector then expe-
rienced hardships during the
post-independence period due
to political disagreements and
ethnic conflicts.

Later, the country
launched the “Three Rs”
movement to end illitera-
cy. During the period when
school attendance rates were
low, the majority of the popu-

lation faced educational weak-
nesses. However, world-class
professionals emerged from
the minority who received
a quality education. Today,
the country has a number
of doctorate degree holders
skilled in their respective
subjects; some obtained their
PhDs from domestic universi-
ties rather than foreign ones.
Likewise, there are individu-
als who were conferred D.Sc.
degrees by foreign universi-
ties. Therefore, educational
reforms are required to ensure
educational development for
the majority.

In the past, primary edu-
cation was made compul-
sory, but it did not become
an inclusive program. The
2024 population and housing
census indicates continuing
weaknesses in the country’s
education sector.

Therefore, in order to de-
velop the country’s education
sector, during the tenure of
responsibility the government
has transformed the system
into a compulsory education
system up to KG+9. To ensure
the continued development
of the education sector, it is
necessary to increase the State
investment in education sec-
tor. In the 2026-2027 financial
year, 6.92 per cent of the State
budget has been allocated to
the Ministry of Education, and
when education-related ex-
penditures of other ministries
are included, a total of 9.22
per cent of the Statebudget

will be spent on the education
sector. In the upcoming finan-
cialyear, the budget allocation
for the education sector will
be increased to no less than 10
per cent of the national budg-
et, and within the following
year, it will be further raised
to 15 per cent. Over the five-
year term of the government,
spending on education will be
increased to up to 20 per cent
of the national budget. Such
investment in the education
sector represents an invest-
ment in the country’s future
development.

Due to weaknesses in
the education sector, a lack
of knowledge has also led to
poor health conditions. Simi-
larly, deficiencies in skills
have resulted in limited job
opportunities, low income,
and an inability to afford nutri-
tious food. It is also found that
the country’s life expectancy
remains lower compared to
neighbouring and regional
countries. When reviewing
the causes of these condi-
tions, it is evident that they
are primarily rooted in weak
economic development and a
lack of peace and stability in
the country. Therefore, it is
necessary for all to work to-
gether to address and improve
these issues.

It is necessary for im-
provement of the sports sector
with the plans to provide aid
for the youth to be able to take
physical exercises and for the
youth of learning age to sys-

tematically carry out physical
exercises and sports activities
at the basic education schools.
Moreover, it is necessary to
arrange supply of nutritious
foods for them. Likewise, the
President urged all to manage
the improvement of moral-
ity, and disciplines and good
perception of youth. In order
to improve the education sec-
tor, efforts must be made to
increase the school entrolment
in regions and states and raise
the grade changing rate.

Although schools have
been opened across differ-
ent periods, it is observed
that some basic education
schools do not meet the re-
quired standards according
to their designated levels. It
is necessary for basic educa-
tion schools to have proper
spaces for students to engage
in sports activities. Therefore,
all basic education schools
must be upgraded to meet the
established standards. Such
improvements will help foster
better foundational values
among young people. As the
saying goes, “Discipline of
the nation begins at school,”
it is essential that basic edu-
cation schools nurture young
people who possess patriot-
ism and good discipline. For
the future of the country,
reforms should begin from
basic education schools. Since
investment in education is the
most valuable investment for
a nation, relevant ministries,
as well as regional and state
governments, need to work
together in a coordinated
manner to carry out these
improvements.

When educational weak-
nesses lead to a lack of knowl-
edge, it can result in politi-
cal problems, as seen in the
2020 election. After 2021,
PDF terrorists emerged, and
they chose the path of armed
struggle due to dissatisfac-
tion with the election results
at that time. It is also stated
that this situation arose be-
cause domestic and foreign
political actors exploited the
weaknesses in the country’s
education system and incited
unrest for their own interests.
Therefore, it is necessary
to strengthen the country’s
education sector in order
to raise the mindset of citi-
zens and improve their way
of thinking.

Similarly, in order to
maintain good health, it is
necessary for the public to
be able to consume nutritious
food. To enable such con-
sumption, people need to have
a stable daily income. Like-
wise, sufficient production of
meat and fish at the local level
is also required. To further
develop the agriculture and
livestock sectors, agricultural
and livestock breeding insti-
tutes as well as universities are
being established and offering
education and training.

Everyone needs to carry
out State’s economic
development with wider
scope of knowledge

The economic develop-
ment is of great importance
for development of the na-
tion. Myanmar operates the
economic activities based
on agriculture and livestock
sectors. Some 31 per cent
fo the people are residing in
the urban while some 70 per
cent of population live in the
rural areas. Of them, some
50 per cent of the population
is engaging in agriculture,
livestock, forest and fisher-
ies businesses. Hence, it is
necessary to have greater
development in agriculture
and livestock sectors. Ac-
cording to the press release,
the poverty rate of Myanmar
is higher among the regional
countries. In this regard, rural
people are suffering impacts
of poverty. As such, only
when the government strives
to improve the economy of
the rural people will they
have increased income and
enjoy improvement of so-
cioeconomic lives. Conse-
quently, the poverty rate will
decline. Hence, it is necessary
to encourage agricultural and
livestock activities in order to
improve the economy.

He stated that to develop
human resources for the na-
tion’s agricultural and live-
stock sectors, basic voca-
tional subjects in industrial,
agricultural, and livestock
farming will be taught at
the middle school level, and
technical, agricultural, and
livestock high schools will
be expanded. He empha-
sized that regions and states
must also prioritize and work
together to cultivate these
essential human resources.

See Page 13
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Then, he stated that for na-
tional economic development,
itis essential to generate prod-
ucts. He noted that by working
to increase production, do-
mestic needs can be met and
exports can be expanded. He
emphasized that since increas-
ing exports leads to significant
foreign exchange earnings, it
is imperative to boost produc-
tion. Furthermore, he urged
all regions and states to col-
laborate in improving local
production according to their
specific areas.

He also stated that the
State is providing support as
much as possible to ensure the
availability of inputs required
for agricultural and livestock
production. Regarding these
inputs, he emphasized the
need to implement solar-pow-
ered river water pumping pro-
jects to ensure sufficient water
supply. He noted the necessity
of pursuing renewable energy
projects, such as hydropower
and solar energy production,
within the country. Further-
more, he highlighted that the
ongoing efforts to increase
electricity generation are fun-
damentally aimed at national
development. Also, he stated
that if the public also cooper-
ates in implementing these
major projects for national
interest, national development
can be achieved with great
momentum. He noted that
Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) are
very important in efforts to in-
crease production. Similarly,
he emphasized the need to
improve production through a
cooperative system. He added
that MSME activities can be
carried out either through
the cooperative system or by
individuals. He then stated
that raw materials, capital,
inputs, and human resources
are essential for manufactur-
ing operations. He noted that
rather than purchasing raw
materials from abroad, it
would be far more beneficial
to carry out production using
locally available materials.
He pointed out that an ob-
servation of current MSME
operations reveals that those
utilizing local raw materials
are showing more significant
progress. Furthermore, he
mentioned that the State is
providing the necessary initial
capital loans and implement-
ing required relaxations to
support the advancement of

MSME businesses.

To support MSME devel-
opment, efforts are underway
to strengthen human resources
by upgrading suitable science
schools into universities and
colleges, while expanding
universities and polytechnic
institutions. At the same time,
quick-win initiatives are being
implemented to deliver im-
mediate benefits. Emphasis
is placed on practical action,
with Union Ministers and Re-
gion and State Chief Ministers
urged to actively create job op-
portunities. Myanmar’s cotton
sector is identified as a key
driver of industrial growth,
as cotton-based manufactur-
ing can generate continuous
value chains and employment
across multiple levels—from
raw cotton to cottonfabrics,
yarn and textile production.
Similarly, developing manu-
facturing industries based on
abundant natural resources
such as bamboo and rubber
could significantly contribute
to economic growth. The
production of high-quality
horticultural crops, includ-
ing mango, durian, pepper,
and pomelo, is also being
promoted as part of broader
development efforts.

For sustainable economic
progress, systematic agricul-
ture and livestock farming are
essential to ensure sufficient
food supply across regions
and states. Achieving self-suf-
ficiency through local produc-
tion and consumption can help
stabilize and reduce the prices
of meat and fish. Observations
from remote areas indicate that
high prices are largely due to
reliance on externally sourced
animal feed, which limits
local livestock production.
By producing animal feed lo-
cally—using corn, broken rice,
and rice bran—and adopting
more systematic livestock
practices, communities can im-
prove supply and reduce costs.
Overall, high prices are driven
by supply-demand imbalances
and high production costs.

In today’s digital era, rel-
evant ministries must work to
ensure the country keeps pace
internationally. Strengthen-
ing grassroots education is
essential, while those with
higher education must strive
to compete globally in IT and
digital technology sectors.

As the country continues
along the path of democracy,
both support and criticism
are inevitable. It is therefore

essential to remain commit-
ted to serving the interests
of the nation and its people
with integrity and without
corruption.

Only when stability has
been restored, can develop-
ment be realized

In connection with peace,
it can be seen that so-called
PDF terrorist groups are
committing various acts of
sabotage in some areas of the
country and most of them are
serving their own interest by
extorting money, collecting
passage fees and illegally
exploiting forest resources
and regional above- and un-
der- ground natural resources.
They are the products of the
results of resorting to armed
terrorist means without solv-
ing political issues caused
by the results of voting ir-
regularities during the 2020
multi-party general election
through political means. At
present, a democratically
elected government has been
performing duties of the State
and measures will be taken to
invite so-called PDF terrorists
to return to the legal fold.

Matters to be addressed
by the government within
100 days starting today

Then, the President talked
about tasks to be prioritized
during the first 100-day of the
government, saying " When
we talk about a 100-day pe-
riod, it is easy to remember
because today is the 20th of
April. It is easy to remember.
The period of time until 31 July
must be designated as the first
100-day of the government. |
want to talk a little about the
100-day period, which will
last until 31 July. In connec-
tion with the so-called PDFs
I talked about, they have told
us that they will return to the
legal fold to engage in dialogue
for peace. Currently, they are
returning to the legal fold en
masse. In areas under Central
Command and Southern Com-
mand, they are returning to the
legal fold en masse. Hundreds
more PDFs are returning to
the legal fold in areas under
Central Command. This is be-
cause they are calling for their
return to the legal fold. We
have already welcomed them.
As for PDFs, they must come
for peace within the 100-day.

There are two parts in
connection with EAOs. On
one hand, there are signatories
and non-signatories to the
NCA among EAOs. So, we

will invite both groups. We
will invite groups which are
non-signatories to the NCA.
We will invite them to hold
talks before 31 July. Itis an ar-
rangement of non-signatories
to the NCA. We will issue a
statement tomorrow. I would
like to talk about it in advance.
On the other hand, there are
signatories to the NCA, some
of which have never held talks
during the previous five-year
period although they signed
the agreement. For example,
we will invite groups like the
KNU, CNF and ABSDF. We
will invite EAOs to talk about
what they want to do. Then,
there are some signatories to
the NCA, which have reached
further agreements, for exam-
ple, the 43-point agreement.
Among EAOs, which have
continued to hold talks, some
have reached agreements on
the Union Accord. We will
submit the agreement to the
upcoming Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw and necessary measures
will be taken phase by phase.
We will invite groups, which
have not held talks, to engage
in dialogue before 31 July. We
cherish peace too. Without
the stability of the country,
we can't do anything about
development. Only when ef-
forts are made for peace and
stability has been restored, can
development tasks be carried
out. If development measures
are followed by acts of sabo-
tage, this amounts to fawns
born just to be devoured by
tigers. In our opinion, there-
fore, it would be wrong for
some groups to work for the
survival of them by calling
for impossible demands for
peace. We will have to take
necessary measures as a state
actor. Among EAOs, there-
fore, we invite both signato-
ries and non-signatories to the
NCA for peace. We will hold
talks before 31 July. In con-
nection with PDFs, we invite
them to return to legal fold
during the period. They do
not have reasonable political
grounds and as I said in the
introduction, they are just
being exploited. So, I would
like to tell them to lead lives
without being exploited.
Subsequently, the Presi-
dent announced that within
100 days from today, the gov-
ernment, through the Ministry
of Finance and Revenue, will
implement a plan to increase
loan rates for farmers by issu-
ing more loans. For example,

loans for paddy, wheat, and
long-staple cotton will be
increased up to 300,000 ky-
ats; for 18 other crops, up to
250,000 kyats; and for sesame,
oilseed mustard, and jute, up
to 150,000 kyats. Similarly,
for agricultural machinery
loans, up to 300 million kyats
will be provided per sector,
and amounts exceeding 300
million kyats will also be
covered per sector. Regarding
transportation, Anisakham
airport will be upgraded to
completion. To double exports,
the Ministry of Transport and
the Myanmar Port Authority
will prioritize the construc-
tion of warehouses. Likewise,
to improve railway lines, all
railroads will be upgraded as
much as possible, and cur-
rently, the Yangon-Mandalay,
Yangon-Mawlamyine, and
Yangon-Pyay routes will be
upgraded. On the Myitkyina-
Mogaung-Mohnyin railway
line, bridge repairs and track
maintenance will be carried
out. In addition to railways,
locomotives, carriages, and
factories will also be upgraded.
In the telecommunications sec-
tor, 27 new mobile towers will
be expanded within the next
100 days, and 9 mobile towers
will be upgraded to 4G LTE.
The Ministry of Cooperatives
and Rural Development will
undertake rural water supply
projects and provide drinking
and irrigation water through
solar-powered water pumping
systems. The Ministry of Edu-
cation will establish pilot uni-
versities to enhance research
capacity, primarily designating
Nay Pyi Taw State Acad-
emy, Yangon University, and
Mandalay University as pilot
universities for research and
activation activities. Starting
from the 2026-2027 academic
year, industrial, agricultural,
and livestock subjects will be
introduced at the secondary
education level. Civics and
moral education will also
be taught in basic education
schools, primarily to instill
high ethical standards in youth.
To foster well-rounded schools
with fivefold development, the
Smart School and Football
for School Program will be
implemented in collaboration
with the Ministry of Sports
and Ministry Youth Affairs and
the Myanmar Football Federa-
tion within 100 days as a pilot
project in schools in Yangon
Region, Mandalay Region,
Ayeyawady Region, Bago

Region, and Shan State. Pre-
schools will also be upgraded.
The Ministry of Health will
appoint deputy health directors
in 50 states/regions, districts,
and townships to carry out
health promotion activities. In
collaboration with China, heart
disease prevention risk assess-
ments and treatments will be
provided for 100,000 patients
at cardiology departments in
Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon, and
Mandalay. Nursing schools
in regions and states will be
upgraded to nursing institutes.
The government will also
work on the development of
various other sectors.

The government stated
that in working for the benefit
of'the country, it will combine
individual experiences to
achieve the best outcomes and
strive for the nation and the
people’s welfare. The Presi-
dent urged everyone to work
with the mindset of doing
what is best for the country.

Afterward, during general
discussions, Union Ministers
and the Kachin State Chief
Minister presented matters
concerning written submis-
sions to the Union Govern-
ment, MoUs, MoA contracts,
tender invitations, the imple-
mentation of on-site citizen-
ship verification cards for
children reaching age 10, the
expansion of eID data col-
lection activities, and public
awareness issues regarding the
Ayeyawady River confluence.

The President reviewed
and discussed the presenta-
tions and concluded with
remarks emphasizing the need
for strong factual evidence in
submissions. He stressed that
tenders must meet specified
quality standards and avoid
delays, that work must be
carried out correctly, and that
development efforts should
prioritize lagging regions and
states for reconstruction and
development projects.

In addition to education,
health, and transportation
sectors, the government will
rehabilitate government
buildings, roads, bridges, and
communication infrastructure
damaged by natural disasters
and conflicts. Furthermore, ef-
forts must be made to quickly
complete civil servant hous-
ing complexes damaged by
earthquakes. State funds must
be used systematically, effi-
ciently, and without waste for
maximum benefit. The meet-
ing was then concluded. 100

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the
lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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