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New Year greetings for 1388 Myanmar Era extended
by President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Agga Maha Thray Sithu Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma
U Min Aung Hlaing to the esteemed national brethren

Esteemed national brethren,

On the auspicious occasion of the
Myanmar New Year, filled with blessings
and grace, [ would first like to extend my
heartfelt greetings and loving-kindness to
all citizens and national brethren residing
throughout the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar as well as Myanmar nationals
living abroad and people around the world.
May you all be free from dangers and harm,
and may you be blessed with both physical
and mental well-being.

Today marks the transition into the My-
anmar Era year 1388. As such, just as we,
together with the people, have overcome
the difficulties and challenges encountered
in the past year, [ am confident that in this
New Year as well, we will successfully
move forward with unity, diligence, perse-
verance, and unwavering strength. In order
for the nation to continue advancing along
the path of a multiparty democratic system,
we have been able to hold a free and fair
general election with dignity and success,
in line with our original objectives. [ would
like to respectfully place on record that this
achievement was made possible through the
active and wholehearted participation of
voters who cherish multiparty democracy.

On this special occasion of the New
Year, the new democratic government and
Hluttaws desired by the people have come
back into operation, marking the opening
of a new chapter for a renewed democratic
nation. Therefore, starting from this New
Year, the new government I lead will strive
to successfully implement the aspirations
of all ethnic national brethren and the peo-
ple, promote socioeconomic development,
achieve durable peace, and advance national
development. As the Head of State, I would
like to affirm that, in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution and in keep-
ing with my solemn pledge, I will faithfully
prioritize and serve the interests of the na-
tion and all its people above all else.

In building a future democratic nation
and advancing the country’s modern devel-
opment, ensuring national stability, ending
internal armed conflicts, and achieving du-
rable peace are of utmost importance. With

esidentlMin’Aung/Hlaing extends New Year greetings forz1388iMyanmar; Era’

regard to the peace process, our government
has consistently given serious attention in
line with the provisions of the 2008 Consti-
tution and the agreements contained in the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).
However, the goal of peace still remains
distant due to ongoing conflicts that should
not have occurred. Therefore, taking into
consideration the losses and damage the
country has suffered as a result of armed
conflicts, I would like to strongly urge all
terrorist armed groups opposing the State
to abandon the path of armed struggle and
resolve political issues through political
means along the political path, for the sake
of national stability, peace, and develop-
ment. Our government will always keep
the door to peace open and will continue
striving to end armed conflicts and achieve
durable peace. At the same time, we will
continue to uphold and safeguard the Our
Three Main National Causes as a national
responsibility.

Alongside the building of peace, we will
also strive to achieve economic develop-
ment, which is a key need of the country.
Given our nation’s population, traditions
and customs, geographical conditions, and
natural resources, it is necessary to system-
atically carry out agricultural and livestock
activities and increase production. Based on
this, by promoting and supporting micro,
small, and medium-sized enterprises (MS-

MESs) that rely on agricultural and livestock
products, and by enhancing the produc-
tion sector to meet domestic consumption
needs as well as enable exports, | would
like to emphasize that development can be
achieved from the individual level up to the
national level.

Esteemed national brethren,

For national development and stabil-
ity, the most essential requirement is the
advancement of knowledge and skills
among all our ethnic peoples. It is evident
from the current situation that it is difficult
for a nation with a low level of knowledge
to progress and move forward. Therefore,
students and young people who are the
future strength of the nation must be well-
rounded, possessing the five strengths:
education, good health and fitness, strong
moral character, and sound values. Only
then will the future of the country be able
to undergo significant transformation and
development under the leadership of capa-
ble and virtuous youth. It is also crucial for
every individual, and the nation as a whole,
to be both physically and mentally healthy,
and to possess sound judgment and rational
thinking. We, the government, will continue
to enhance the fundamental sectors of edu-
cation and healthcare. Therefore, I would
like to strongly urge parents, teachers, and
all responsible persons to nurture today’s
youth to become well-rounded individu-

als—excelling not only in skills but also
in knowledge—so that they can become
reliable pillars for the future.

Another important point is that we must
remain vigilant and carefully assess the
dangers posed by internal and external influ-
ences and destructive elements that seek to
undermine national unity in various ways
and bring harm to the country. These factors
are the root cause of the acts of destruction
and violent unrest occurring in the nation
today. With the conviction that “the nation’s
strength lies within,” all our ethnic peoples
must work together to build the country
with patriotism, love for the nation and its
people, and a strong Union spirit. Therefore,
I would like to urge everyone to uphold the
spirit of unity expressed in the sayings, “No
matter who tries to divide us, we will not
be divided; we will always remain united,”
and “Though water may be cut, it cannot
truly be separated,” and to work together in
harmony and solidarity to build a peaceful
and beautiful new nation.

Esteemed national brethren,

With the New Year bringing new hopes,
I would like to urge all of us to learn from
the bitter experiences of the past and move
forward together in unity toward a peaceful
and prosperous new nation. As the say-
ing goes, “Unity is strength,” and I firmly
believe that if we remain united, we will
be able to overcome and succeed in the
face of any challenge. Therefore, I would
like to emphasize that the participation
and cooperation of all citizens—our ethnic
brethren—are of utmost importance for the
future of the nation, and I deeply value and
place great hope in this collective effort.

In conclusion, starting from this Myan-
mar New Year Day, [ would like to extend
my New Year wishes to all citizens and
ethnic brethren residing within Myanmar,
as well as Myanmar nationals living abroad.
May you continue your journey in harmony
and with loving-kindness for the develop-
ment of the nation. May you be able to
further strive for the benefit of your country,
your people, and your religion, and may you
be free from all dangers and harm.

Thank you all.

Iran says resumed strict control over Strait of
Hormuz due to continued U.S. blockade

Tehran April 18
Iran's main military command, Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Headquarters, announced
on Saturday the resumption of strict control
over the Strait of Hormuz due to the contin-
ued U.S. blockade of the waterway, accord-
ing to the semi-official Tasnim news agency.

Ebrahim Zolfaghari, the headquarters'
spokesman, said Iran had agreed to the pas-
sage of a limited number of oil tankers and
commercial vessels through the Strait of
Hormuz in a managed manner with goodwill,
in line with earlier peace negotiation agree-
ments reached in Pakistan.

"However, the United States, with its
track record of frequent breaking of its prom-
ises, is still continuing its banditry and piracy
under the so-called title of (naval) blockade,"
Zolfaghari said.

The strait's control has therefore "re-
turned to its previous state, and this strategic

strait is under the strict management and con-
trol by the (Iranian) armed forces," he added.

He stressed that Iran will maintain strict
control of the strait until the United States
ends its naval blockade aimed at preventing
ships traveling to and from Iranian ports from

transiting the Strait of Hormuz. Xinhua
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Mawlaik District harvests 100 per cent
completion of harvesting sesame

ﬁl@@?@mﬂnﬂmﬁdﬁ

Mawlaik April 18

Local farmers have com-
pleted harvesting of sesa-
me in Mawlaik District of
Sagaing Region, according
to the district Agriculture
Department.

In Mawlaik District, dur-
ing the winter cropping sea-
son, a total of 1,473 acres
of winter sesame were cul-

tivated. Harvesting of these
sesame fields began in Janu-
ary this year, and up to now,
915 acres in Mawlaik Town-
ship and 558 acres in Phaung-
pyin Township—a total of
1,473 acres—have been fully
harvested, with yields of over
11 baskets per acre.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Mawlaik Dis-

trict, we were able to cultivate
1,473 acres of winter sesame.
At present, all of the cul-
tivated sesame fields have
been completely harvested.
Sesame cultivation has been
increasing year by year. It
is mainly grown in the win-
ter rather than the monsoon
season, and as an oilseed
crop, it is in a successful

condition,” said Daw Kywe
Kywe Hlaing, Head of the
Agriculture Department in
Mawlaik District.

In Mawlaik District, the
relevant Township Agricul-
ture Departments have been
providing awareness and
technical support to sesame
farmers to expand cultiva-
tion, adopt proper cultiva-
tion methods, apply Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP),
use quality seeds, and select
high-yielding varieties.

Crops produced under
the GAP system are of higher
quality than those grown us-
ing other methods, can fetch
better prices, and have the
advantage of being marketed
not only domestically but
also exported to international
markets. As a result, farm-
ers adopting GAP practices
can gain greater economic
benefits and improve their so-
cioeconomic conditions. 206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Winter sunflower harvested in
Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu April 18

Agricultural data com-
piled by the township Ag-
riculture Department, local
farmers harvested all plan-
tations of sunflower planted
in winter season in Kan-
balu Township of Sagaing
Region.

In Kanbalu Township,
during the winter cropping
season, a total of 2,938 acres
of sunflower were cultivated.
Harvesting of these sunflow-
er fields began in January
this year, and as of now, 100
percent of the cultivated area
has been harvested, with an
average yield of 21.36 bas-
kets per acre.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in Kanbalu
Township, we cultivated
2,938 acres of sunflower. At
present, all of the sunflower
fields have been fully har-
vested. To reduce the import
of edible palm oil from
abroad, we are promoting
the expansion of sunflower
cultivation as an oilseed
crop. In terms of oil yield
per acre, sunflower produces
more than other crops such
as groundnut and sesame.
Sunflower is mainly culti-

vated in the winter rather |

than the monsoon season,”

said U Myo Zaw, Head of

the Agriculture Department

in Kanbalu Township.

In Kanbalu Township,
the Agriculture Depart-
ment has intensified train-
ing programs to expand
sunflower cultivation and
to improve the capacity
and skills of both staff and
farmers who plan to grow

sunflower.

Arrangements have also
been made to support farm-
ers by supplying seeds, sell-
ing urea fertilizers at afford-
able prices, and distributing
sunflower varieties through
farmer-to-farmer seed

206

exchange systems.

Ngaputaw Township manages sales of
crabs to Yangon market in March

Ngaputaw April 18

Daw Mar Mar Htay, the
owner of seafood trading
depot in Ngaputaw Town-
ship of Ayeyawady Region,
said that local merchants
sold 45,000 viss of crabs to
Yangon market in March.

From Ngaputaw Town-
ship, only about 30,000 viss
of crabs were exported to
the Yangon market during

February, while in March,
exports increased to as much
as 45,000 viss. Crabs from
the area are in strong demand
in the Yangon market.
“Local fishery products
are regularly transported and
sold to the Yangon market,
which is a major market
for seafood exported from
this region. Over the past
month, a large volume of

whole crabs was exported
and sold. Prices of the ex-
ported crabs vary depend-
ing on their freshness and
size/weight. At present, the
Yangon market continues
to show strong demand for
crabs. From here, the crabs
are distributed not only to
the local market but also re-
exported to other regions,”
said Daw Mar Mar Htay.

Crabs exported from
Ngaputaw Township are
currently priced at between
K18,500 and K25,500 per
viss. Due to strong sales
of these crabs, fishermen,
small-scale traders, ware-
house operators, merchants,
and freight vehicle rental
businesses are all benefiting
from improved job opportu-

nities. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

More than 2,000
acres of chickpea
harvested in Shwebo
Township

Shwebo April 18
Statistics of Shwebo
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that local
farmers harvested 2,445 acres
of chickpea in Shwebo Town-

ship of Sagaing Region.
In Shwebo Township,

{ | during the winter cropping
{ | season, a total of 4,657 acres

of chickpea were cultivated.
Harvesting of these chickpea
fields began in January this
year and, as of now, 2,445

| acres have been harvested,

with an average yield 0f26.20

| | baskets per acre.

“We cultivated 4,657 acres
of chickpea during the winter
cropping season in Shwebo
Township. At present, har-
vesting of the chickpea fields
is underway, and up to today,
2,445 acres have already been
harvested. Chickpea cultiva-
tion has been increasing year
by year. To ensure better
yield and quality, we have
been cooperating with farm-
ers by providing high-quality
seeds, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technologies,”
said U San Oo, Head of the
Agriculture Department in
Shwebo Township.

In Shwebo Township,
chickpea varieties such as
Yezin-8 and Yezin-11, which
are well-suited to local condi-
tions and provide good yields,
are being selected for cultiva-
tion. The cost of cultivating
chickpea is reported to be over
K300,000 per acre.

During this year’s win-
ter cropping season, in the
cultivation of various pulses,
efforts are being made in
cooperation with farmers to
improve yield and quality
by supplying quality seeds,
inputs, and post-harvest tech-
nologies. In addition, aware-
ness and extension activities
have been carried out to en-
courage the use of beneficial
fungi such as Trichoderma
during the cultivation period,
with support provided through
lead farmers.

Sagaing Region is the
largest producer of pulses
in the country in terms of
cultivated area. Pulses are
grown not only as a main crop
but also as an intercropped
and double-cropped crop,
making them an important
income-generating crop for
farmers. 206
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