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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar,
Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing graces opening ceremony

of National Cancer Center
r

Nay Pyi Taw March 7

As a gesture hailing the
2026 81% Anniversary Armed
Forces Day, the National
Cancer Center — NCC was
commissioned in Dagon
Myothit (Seikkan) Township,
Yangon Region this morning,
attended by Acting President
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, Chairman of
the State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, who
opened the NCC.

Also present together
with the Senior General
were SSPC member Prime
Minister U Nyo Saw, union
ministers, the Yangon Re-
gion chief minister, senior
military officers from Office
of the Commander-in-Chief,
the Yangon Command com-
mander, international can-
cer experts, medical profes-
sionals, health staff, invited
guests and officials.

On arrival at the venue,
the Senior General and party
were warmly welcomed by
officials. Prime Minister U
Nyo Saw, union ministers, U
Tin Aung San, Dr Thet Kha-
ing Win, U Myo Thant, and
Chief Minister U Soe Thein
formally opened the NCC by
cutting a ribbon.

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar, Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing unveiled
the signboard of the NCC and
posed for documentary photos
together with the attendees.
The Senior General sprinkled
scented water on the plaque
of the new five-storey NCC
building. The Prime Minister,
union ministers and the chief
minister did the same.

The Senior General and
party arrived at the new
eight-storey building and

sprinkled scented water
on the plaque of the new
treatment ward.

Accompanied by the at-
tendees, the Senior General
looked around the radiother-
apy rooms at the treatment
ward, and looked into the
requirements presented by
the Union Minister for Health
and medical professionals of
the relevant rooms.

The second part of the
ceremony was held at the
meeting hall of the new
eight-storey building. In his
keynote address, the Sen-
ior General said today, the
NCC built with the State
funds was opened, erect-
ing an auspicious milestone
of the nation’s health sec-
tor. He expressed pleasure
and honour for opening the
NCC as a gesture hailing the
2026 81 Anniversary Armed
Forces Day.

The Senior General said

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing observes medical equipment.

the government has been
implementing the adopted
objectives to strengthen the

| foundation of national future

development. In doing so, it
is practically materializing
the objective: promote na-
tional health and education
sectors in all seriousness for
sustainable development of
the State.

Health is the most basic
cornerstone for human exist-
ence and human resources
development as man will be
able to learn and work only
if he is healthy. Can national
productivity, social stability
and posterity development be
enhanced, only if the people
are healthy and strong. In
this regard, the government
is working with greater mo-

country to succeed despite
these hardships. He conclud-
ed that because post-disaster
health issues were prevented,
recovery and rehabilitation
efforts were able to proceed
effectively and rapidly.

He also stated that re-
garding the fulfillment of
health sector infrastructure,
25 public hospitals were
upgraded within five years
to eliminate the gap between
urban and rural healthcare
and ensure equal access. He
added that 12 new 16-bed
hospitals were opened in ru-
ral areas to provide equitable
services, and noted that high-
quality buildings essential for
hospitals were constructed,
resulting in 41 new hospital
buildings and staff housing

mmmmmm
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hance their capacity, along-
side promoting the ranks of
nurses and upgrading nursing
training schools into nursing
institutes.

Later, he stated that the
incidence of non-commu-
nicable diseases is rising
significantly worldwide,
with cancer becoming a ma-
jor challenge for the health
sector. According to World
Health Organization data,
there were approximately 20
million new cancer patients
globally in 2022, resulting in
about 9.6 million deaths. He
noted that in Myanmar, the
estimated risk of developing
cancer before the age of 75 is
13.9 percent, making cancer
prevention and control a criti-
cal national responsibility.

Vd

E

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects a radiotherapy room.

mentum to realize the aim:
longevity of the people, dis-
ease free life and health and
fitness.

He stated that it is widely
recognized that significant

. health sector challenges were

successfully overcome dur-
ing the five-year tenure, not-
ing that the global COVID-19
pandemic was managed in
the first year through a uni-
fied effort of the government,
staff, and the public under the
policy that "nothing is more
important than a human life."

| He added that health workers

demonstrated self-sacrifice
and harmony in providing
care during natural disasters
such as Cyclone Mocha in
2023, Typhoon Yagi in 2024,
and the Mandalay earthquake
in 2025, which allowed the

units being completed during
the five-year period.

Then, he stated that in
upgrading the health sector,
emphasis is being placed
on meeting Goal 3 of the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG), which aims for
the long-term development
of skilled health human re-
sources. He noted that under
the policy "where there is
a hospital, there must be a
doctor," 2,649 new doctors,
as well as dental surgeons,
nurses, medical technicians,
and public health staff, were
appointed to every public
hospital during the five-
year period. Furthermore,
he added that arrangements
have been made for staff to
attend local and international
postgraduate courses to en-

To reduce mortality rates
and ensure early detection
and treatment, the "National
Strategic Plan for Cancer
Control (2023-2027)" has
been drafted and is being im-
plemented as a national-level
strategy for cancer preven-
tion, control, and treatment.

He also stated that cancer
treatment involves various
therapies such as chemother-
apy, surgery, and radiothera-
py, noting that radiotherapy
is a vital treatment for curing
the disease and controlling
its spread. He added that to
reduce the waiting time for
cancer patients to receive
radiotherapy, special prior-
ity was given to the neces-
sary funds for purchasing
and installing radiotherapy
machines. See Page 13
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From Page 12
Consequently, he noted that
Myanmar has now increased
its capacity to 26 radiother-
apy machines and 9 brachy-
therapy units currently in use
for patient treatment.

He stated that seven new
radiotherapy machines have
been installed in major hos-
pitals in Yangon, Mandalay,
and Nay Pyi Taw since 2021,
bringing the total in public
hospitals and departments
under the Ministry of Health
to five radiotherapy centers,
15 radiotherapy machines,
and four brachytherapy units.
He added that military hospi-
tals are also providing treat-
ment with four radiotherapy
centers, four radiotherapy
machines, and one brachy-
therapy unit. Furthermore, he
noted that the private sector
has been permitted to provide
treatment using advanced
radiotherapy equipment, with
private hospitals now operat-

ing five radiotherapy centers,
seven radiotherapy machines,
and four brachytherapy units.
Then, he stated that
the National Cancer Center
opened today is intended to
serve as a One-stop Com-
prehensive Care Center for
cancer patients, providing
both medical treatment and
research capabilities. He
noted that the state allocated
over 34 billion kyats for the
five-story and eight-story
treatment buildings and ra-
diotherapy rooms, more than
12 billion kyats for staff
housing, and over 30 billion
kyats within the 2024-2025
fiscal year for three new
radiotherapy machines. Ad-
ditionally, he mentioned that
amachine donated by donors
this year is valued at Ks-19
billion and expressed his
gratitude for the donation.
Priority was given to
construction of rooms for
machines for radiation

therapy patients. Therefore,
treatments could be given
to patients even before the
completion of the centre after
installing two radiotherapy
machines in October, 2024
and another radiotherapy ma-
chine in January, 2025. More
than 50,000 radiotherapy and
cancer treatments were given
to 1,601 patients, significant-
ly reducing the waiting time
for patients for treatments.
Moreover, since the comple-
tion of the buildings in July,
2025, inpatients have been
admitted to the centre and
treatments to 285 inpatients
and 3,05 outpatients were
given.

With the completion of
the infrastructures, it is nec-
essary to take measures to
enhance the quality of treat-
ments in accordance with
their standards. I would like
to urge responsible officials
to promote cooperation with
foreign experts, to consist-

ently nurture radiotherapists
who will skillfully operate
the machines and to acceler-
ate research works in coop-
eration with the international
community to establish the
National Cancer Registry. 1
would like to highlight that
however modern and efficient
the machines are, the skills
and goodwill of human re-
sources who will handle them
play the most important role
in successful treatments. As
cancer patients may be suf-
fering psychological impacts
of their disease, healthcare
staff are urged to take care
of them warmly out of fam-
ily spirit based on their three
inherent personalities such as
goodwill, academic pursuit
and sacrifice and to make
concerted efforts to make it
a centre trusted by the people.

As the saying goes, pre-
vention is better than cure, it
is necessary for the people
to adopt healthy lifestyles,

to reduce the consumption of
alcohol and tobacco, to take
vaccines for cervical cancer
and hepatitis B and to iden-
tify diseases at the earliest
time. Therefore, I would like
to urge all to accelerate tasks
for prevention of cancer in
the entire country by joining
the preliminary healthcare
system.

I would also like to ap-
preciate the all responsible
officials from the Ministry
of Health, Ministry of Con-
struction and Yangon Region
Government who exerted
efforts for successful comple-
tion of such modern buildings
to provide better healthcare
services to the people. As the
National Cancer Center will
be useful and beneficial for
the people for the long term,
it will remain as an historical
milestone of the Ministry of
Health and I wish all physi-
cal and mental wellbeing to
accelerate the efforts to serve

the interests of the people.

Then, the Senior General
and party enjoyed the docu-
mentary video for the open-
ing ceremony of the National
Cancer Centre - NCC.

Afterward, the Senior
General accepted the com-
memorative gift for the open-
ing ceremony of the NCC
presented by the union minis-
ter for the Ministry of health.

Then, the Senior General
and family presented cash
donations for the NCC to the
union minister for the Minis-
try of Health.

Then, the union minister
for the Ministry of Construc-
tion transferred documents
related to the NCC to the union
minister for the Ministry of
Health, who returned a certifi-
cate of honour to the former.

Afterward, the union
minister for the Ministry
of Health spoke words of
thanks for inauguration of
the NCC. 100

Farmers complete harvest of more than

Dabayin March 7

According to YeU Dis-
trict Agriculture Department,
loca farmers have harvested
10,000 acres of groundnut in
Dabayin Township of Saga-
ing Region.

In Dabayin Township,
during the winter cropping
season, groundnut was culti-

10,000 acres of groundn

vated on up to 35,981 acres.
Harvesting of the cultivated
groundnut fields began in
January this year, and to date,
10,408 acres have been har-
vested, with an average yield
of 48.33 baskets per acre.
“At Dabayin Township,
a total of 35,981 acres of
groundnut were planted dur-

ing the winter cropping sea-
son. At present, the planted
groundnut fields are being
harvested, and more than
10,000 acres have already
been harvested as of today.
Groundnut cultivation has
been successful and produc-
tive. Groundnut cultivation
has been increasing year

ut

by year,” said U Zaw My-
int Htun, Head of the YeU

. District Department of Ag-

riculture.

In Dabayin Township,
one and a half baskets of
seed are required per acre
for groundnut cultivation.
Including the cost of seeds,
labor charges, fertilizers, and
pesticides, the total cultiva-
tion cost exceeds K200,000
per acre. It is reported that
more than 50 baskets can be
produced per acre.

To ensure the successful
growth of groundnut planta-
tions in Dabayin Township,
prevent pest and disease
infestation, and keep fields
free of weeds, staff from the
Township Department of
Agriculture conducted field
inspections and took surveil-
lance records in the cultivated
fields. 206

World Insights:
U.S. bid to draw Kurds
into conflict risks
regional spillover

Baghdad March 7

Another dangerous sig-
nal has emerged in the on-
going conflict between the
United States, Israel and
Iran, as U.S. President Don-
ald Trump said that it would
be "wonderful" if Iranian
Kurdish opposition militants
based in Iraq were to cross
into Iran to launch attacks.

Media reports also said
Trump had asked Kurdish
groups in Iraq to assist U.S.
military operations against
Iran.

Analysts warn that
Washington is playing a
"Kurdish card" that could
further destabilize the Mid-
dle East. If Kurds are drawn

into the conflict, it could sig-
nificantly increase the risk of
regional spillover.

The involvement of
Kurdish forces is still un-
certain. Fox News reported
that Iraqi Kurds launched
ground offensives in Iran, a
claim corroborated by several
Israeli media outlets citing
ground activity by thousands
of Kurdish fighters inside
Iran from the Iraqi border.

However, Iraq's Kurd-
istan Regional Government
on Thursday denied claims it
had sent Kurdish groups to
infiltrate Iran, saying it is not
involved in any campaign to
escalate regional conflicts.

Xinhua

AU mission vows to liberate Somalia from al-Shabaab insurgency

Mogadishu March 7

The African Union
Support and Stabilization
Mission in Somalia (AUS-
SOM) has pledged its full

commitment to liberating
Somalia from al-Shabaab's
insurgency.

AUSSOM Force Com-
mander Sam Kavuma, who

spoke during a field visit
to assess the combat read-
iness of frontline troops
following the successful
liberation of the strategic

towns of Mubarak and Du-
rasalaam in Somalia, said
the allied forces are united
in their efforts to flush out
al-Shabaab terrorists in the

country.

"Through sweat, strug-
gle, and sacrifice, we stand
united to eliminate al-
Shabaab and secure a future

for our brothers and sisters in
Somalia," Kavuma said in a
statement on Friday evening
after the field visit.

Xinhua

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

lives and property of the general public.

members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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