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All sown acreage of sesame harvested
in Sagaing Township

|

Sagaing November 8

Statistics of Sagaing
Township Agriculture De-
partment stated that local
farmers have harvested all
plantations of monsoon ses-
ame in Sagaing Township of
Sagaing Region.

In Sagaing Township,
during this year’s monsoon
cropping season, farmers

were able to cultivate rain-
fed sesame on 24,727 acres.
Harvesting of these sesame
fields began in August and,
as of today, all acres have
been fully harvested, with
yields exceeding 10 baskets
per acre.

“This year, during the
monsoon cropping season in
Sagaing Township, sesame

- ‘:-!'A..( -
e

was cultivated on 24,727
acres. All of these fields have
now been fully harvested.
Compared to previous sea-
sons, the cultivated area has
increased significantly. We
also provided support to
expand sesame cultivation,
improve yield rates, and
promote cultivation using
GAP techniques,” said U

Myo Thant Aung, Head of
the Sagaing Township Agri-
culture Department.

This year, farmers in
Sagaing Township received

% guidance from the town-

ship agriculture department
on expanding sesame cul-
tivation, adopting proper

~ | cultivation techniques, us-
% ing GAP methods, planting

high-quality seeds, and cul-
tivating varieties with good
yield potential.

Crops produced under
GAP methods are of higher
quality and fetch better pric-
es compared to those grown
using conventional methods.
Moreover, they can be sold
not only in domestic markets
but also exported interna-
tionally. Farmers who adopt
GAP cultivation methods
are expected to gain greater
economic benefits, improv-
ing both their income and
their overall socio-economic

well-being. 206

U.S. stocks close
little changed after
weak consumer
sentiment data

New York November 8

U.S. stocks were little
changed on Friday as inves-
tors weighed weak consumer
sentiment data and ques-
tioned whether the artificial
intelligence (AI) invest-
ment boom can sustain its
momentum.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average rose 74.80
points, or 0.16 percent, to
46,987.10. The S&P 500
added 8.48 points, or 0.13
percent, to 6,728.80. The
Nasdaq Composite Index
shed 49.45 points, or 0.21
percent, to 23,004.54.

Nine of the 11 primary
S&P 500 sectors ended in
green, with energy and utili-
ties leading the gainers by
climbing 1.56 percent and
1.37 percent, respectively.

Communication services and
technology led the laggards
by declining 0.84 percent
and 0.33 percent, respec-
tively.

The preliminary reading
of the University of Michi-
gan Consumer Sentiment In-
dex fell to 50.3 in November,
the lowest level since June
2022. Its measure of current
economic conditions also hit
the weakest point in the re-
port's history, underscoring
consumer pessimism amid
persistent inflation and the
ongoing federal government
shutdown.

Major Al-related stocks
lost momentum this week,
with Nvidia, AMD, Tesla
and Microsoft all posting
notable declines.

Xinhua

ChaungU Township plans to grow
more than 1,000 acres of lablab bean
this cold season

ChaungU November 8

According to the town-
ship Agriculture Department,
local authorities earmarked
cultivation of more than
1,000 acres of lablab bean in
ChaungU Township of Saga-
ing Region in coming cold
season this year.

In the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, ChaungU
Township has planned to cul-
tivate lablab beans on 1,205
acres. Planting is scheduled
to begin in October and con-

tinue through December,
with preparations under-
way to ensure successful
cultivation.

“This year, during the
winter cropping season in
ChaungU Township, we have
planned to cultivate lablab
beans on over 1,000 acres.
We will provide support to
ensure that the planned acre-
age is fully planted. Together
with the farmers, we will
supply high-quality seeds,
fertilizers, and post-harvest

technical guidance to achieve
good yields and maintain
crop quality,” said U Tint
Swe, Head of the Chaun-
gU Township Agriculture
Department.

It is reported that the
township agriculture de-
partment is also providing
farmers with knowledge and
guidance on expanding lab-
lab bean cultivation areas,
improving yields, cultivating
using GAP methods, plant-
ing high-quality seeds, and

selecting varieties with good
productivity.

Crops grown using GAP
methods are of higher qual-
ity and fetch better prices
compared to those produced
with conventional methods.
Thanks to their superior qual-
ity, these crops can be sold
not only in domestic markets
but also exported interna-
tionally, enabling farmers
who adopt these methods
to achieve greater economic
benefits. 206

All plantations of groundnut harvested in
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Township

Kyaukmyaung November 8

Local farmers have har-
vested all sown acreage
of groundnut in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township of
Shwebo District in Sagaing
Region, according to the
sub-township Agriculture
Department.

In Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township, during this year’s
monsoon cropping season,
farmers were able to culti-
vate groundnuts on 12,850

acres. Harvesting of these
groundnut fields began in
August and, as of today,
all acres have been fully
harvested, with an average
yield of 41.50 tins per acre.

“This year, during the
monsoon cropping season
in Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township, groundnuts were
successfully cultivated on
12,850 acres. At present,
all fields have been ful-
ly harvested. The oilseed

crop performed well, and
groundnut cultivation con-
tinues to improve year by
year,” said Daw Khin Win,
Head of the Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township Agriculture
Department.

Cultivating one acre
of groundnuts in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township re-
quires planting by vari-
ety, with costs exceeding
200,000 kyats per acre,
including seed costs, labor

wages, fertilizers, and pes-
ticides. One acre typically
produces over 50 baskets of
groundnuts.

This year, to ensure suc-
cessful harvests, prevent
pest and disease outbreaks,
and maintain clean crops,
township agriculture de-
partment staff conducted
field inspections, monitored
the crops, and recorded
pest-free and clean-field

certifications. 206

Sri Lanka outlines
digitalization
reforms in 2026
budget

Colombo November 8

Sri Lanka has announced
a series of measures to
strengthen digitalization and
modernization of public ad-
ministration under the 2026
national budget presented in
Parliament on Friday.

According to President
and Finance Minister Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, the
government's focus for 2026
is to enhance service deliv-
ery, increase efficiency, and
strengthen transparency in
public sector operations.

A total of 30 billion Sri
Lankan rupees (98 million
U.S. dollars) has been set
aside for major national
digital initiatives such as the
Sri Lanka Unique Digital
Identity project, the e-Grama
Niladhari platform, and the
Digital Economy Advance-
ment Program. These pro-
jects are expected to support
the creation of a centralized
and secure digital frame-
work to facilitate efficient
communication and service
coordination across govern-

ment agencies.

The government also
plans to expand electronic
procurement and payment
systems to improve fiscal
management and minimize
manual procedures. In the
area of revenue administra-
tion, the budget includes
provisions to upgrade the
Revenue Administration
Management Information
System and expand its in-
tegration with other state
agencies.

The budget further pro-
vides for capacity develop-
ment and training for public
officials to support the tran-
sition to digital workflows
and enhance service stand-
ards in provincial and local
government offices.

Presenting the budget,
Dissanayake said that the
modernization efforts will
contribute to building a
people-friendly public ser-
vice and support the coun-
try's administrative reform
goals.

Xinhua
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Yinmabin District to grow more than
83,000 acres of sunflower

Yinmabin November 8

This year, local authori-
ties earmarked cultivation of
83,650 acres of sunflower in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the regional Agriculture
Department.

A total of 83,650 acres
of sunflower are planned for

cultivation during this year’s
winter cropping season —
with 18,596 acres in Yinma-
bin Township, 17,242 acres
in Kani Township, 16,830
acres in Salingyi Township,
and 30,982 acres in Pale
Township.

“This year, during the
winter cropping season in

Yinmabin District, we have
planned to cultivate more
than 83,000 acres of sunflow-
er. Efforts will be made to
achieve the full targeted acre-
age. To help reduce imports
of palm oil, we will expand
the cultivation of sunflower,
which is an oil crop. Com-
pared to other oil crops such

as groundnut and sesame,
sunflower yields more oil per
acre. Most farmers grow sun-
flower only during the winter
season,” said Dr Tin Mar Mar
Oo, Deputy Director of the
Sagaing Region Department

| of Agriculture.

To promote sunflower
cultivation in Yinmabin Dis-
trict, the respective Township
Departments of Agriculture
are conducting training and
awareness programmes to
enhance the knowledge and
technical skills of both staff
and farmers.

This year, plans have
been made to supply quality
sunflower seeds to farmers,
and to sell urea and com-
pound fertilizers at affordable
prices. The newly produced
sunflower seed varieties will
also be distributed among
farmers through farmer-to-
farmer exchange systems.

206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Monywa Township arranges
cultivation of more than 1,000 acres of

Monywa November 8

The township Agriculture
Department stated that local
farmers have planted more
than 1,000 acres of chickpea
as cold season crops in Mo-
nywa Township of Sagaing
Region this year.

For the 2025-2026 winter
crop season, it is learned that
a total of 17,790 acres of
chickpea are planned to be
cultivated in Monywa Town-
ship, and cultivation began in
October this year, with 1,475
acres already planted so far.

The Head of the Monywa

chickpea

Township Agriculture De-
partment, U Soe Thet Aung,
said, “This year, for the up-
coming winter crop season
in Monywa Township, we
plan to cultivate more than
17,000 acres of chickpea. As
of today, over 1,000 acres
have already been cultivated.
We are making efforts to meet
the full cultivation target.
Chickpea cultivation has been
improving year by year. To
increase yield and quality, we
are cooperating with farmers
to provide good-quality and
pure seed varieties, neces-

this year

sary inputs, and post-harvest
technology.”

Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
chickpea varieties—both
high-yielding and well-suited
to the local conditions—are
being planted, and the cost
of cultivation per acre is over
K300,000.

During this year’s winter
crop season, the department
is continuing to work with
farmers to promote the use of
quality seeds, provide essen-
tial inputs, and disseminate
post-harvest technologies to
ensure good yield and qual-

ity of pulses. Furthermore,
extension activities are being
carried out to encourage lead
farmers to use Trichoderma
and other beneficial fungi
during pulse cultivation.

The Sagaing Region is the
largest producer of pulses in
the country, with the widest
cultivation area nationwide.
Pulses are grown as the main
crops, and due to the potential
for intercropping and relay
cropping, farmers in the re-
gion are cultivating them as
income-generating crops.

206

More than 14,000 acres of groundnut
harvested in Ayadaw Township

Ayadaw November 8

Monywa District Agri-
culture Department men-
tioned that local farmers have
harvested more than 14,000
acres of groundnut in Ayadaw
Township of Sagaing Region
this year.

In Ayadaw Township,
a total of 16,993 acres of
groundnut were cultivated
during this year’s monsoon
cropping season. Harvest-
ing began in August, and as

of today, 14,852 acres have
been harvested, with an av-
erage yield of 40.26 baskets
per acre.

“This year, during the
monsoon cropping season,
a total of 16,993 acres of
groundnut were cultivated in
Ayadaw Township. Harvest-
ing is now well underway,
with more than 14,000 acres
already completed. As an
oil crop, groundnut cultiva-
tion has been successful and

continues to improve year
by year,” said Daw San San
Myint, Head of the District
Department of Agriculture,
Monywa District.

In Ayadaw Township,
about one and a half bas-
kets of seeds are used per
acre for groundnut cultiva-
tion. The production cost
per acre, including expenses
for seeds, labour charges,
fertilizers, and pesticides,
amounts to over K200,000,

while the average yield is

reported to be over 50 baskets | |

per acre.

Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township completes
harvest of all
rain-fed peanuts

Kyaukmyaung November 8
All peanuts planted dur-
ing this year’s rainy season
have been fully harvested in
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Town-
ship, Shwebo District, Sa-
gaing Region, according
to the Department of Ag-
riculture’s statistics for the
township.
Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township has been able to
plant 12,850 acres of pea-
nuts during this year’s rainy
season, and the peanut fields
that were planted have been
harvested since August this
year. So far, 100% of the
acres have been harvested,
with an output of 41.50
baskets per acre.
“This year’s rainy sea-

This year, in order to ||

ensure successful ground-
nut cultivation, prevent pest

and disease outbreaks, and | %4 \

maintain weed-free fields,

staff from the Township De- "

partment of Agriculture have
conducted field inspections
and kept monitoring record-
sin the cultivated areas.

206

o

son, Kyauk Myaung Town-
ship has been able to plant
12,850 acres of peanuts. All
of the acres of peanuts that
were planted have been har-
vested. As for oilseed crops,
they are in a successful
state. Peanut cultivation is
improving year after year,”
said Daw Khin Win, head
of the Department of Agri-
culture for Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township.
Kyaukmyaung Sub-
Township has planted one
and a half baskets of seeds
per acre, and the cost of
seedlings, labour, ferti-
lizer, and pesticides is
over 200,000 kyats, and
the yield per acre is over
50 baskets. 206
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