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A brief biography of U Myint Swe, Pro Tem President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Pro Tem President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Myint Swe was born to U Kyee Maung
and Daw Kyi in Mandalay on 24 June 1951. He at-
tended the 15th Intake of the Defence Services Acad-
emy in 1969 and was appointed as a commissioned
officer in 1973.

He served assigned duties at relevant regiments and
units diligently. He concurrently served the duty of the
Commander of No 11 Light Infantry Division and the
Brigadier-General General Staff from 1998 to 2001. He
also discharged duties of the Commander of South-East
Command and the Yangon Command from 2001 to 2004.
During the period from 2004 to 2006, he concurrently
served duties of the Chief of Military Affairs Security and
the Commander of Yangon Command. He also served as
the Chief of No 5 Bureau of Special Operations of the
Office of the Commander-in-Chief (Army) from 2006
to 2011.

He discharged duties of the Chief Minister of the
Yangon Region government in the first term of Hluttaw
from 2011 to 2016, the Vice-President (1) of the Presi-

dent Office of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar in
the second term of Hluttaw from 2016 to 2021 and the
Pro Tem President from the State of Emergency in 2021
until his passing. As he served his duties with excellent
performances for the interests of Tatmadaw, the State and
the people day and night, he was deservedly awarded the
General Service Medal, the People’s Militia Combating
Medal, the State Peace and Development Council medal,
the Mongyang/Methawaw medal, the Good Military
Service medal, the Thingaha medal, the Thray Sithu title,
the Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma title, and the Thadoe Maha
Thray Sithu title. Moreover, he diligently chaired and
co-chaired different committees formed for safeguard-
ing and preserving nationality and religion in successive
governments.

At the time of his passing, he was survived by his wife
Daw Khin Thet Htay, daughter Daw Khin Thet Htar Swe,
and son Captain Kyaw Phone Myint (retired). It is known
that the State funeral for Pro Tem President U Myint Swe
will be held on 11 August 2025.

100

Myinmu Township finishes cultivation of more than
1,000 acres of cotton crop

Myinmu August 8

Statistics of Sagaing District
Agriculture Department stated
that local farmers planted 1,979
acres of cotton crops in Myinmu
Township of Sagaing Region this
year.

During the 2025-2026 mon-
soon cropping season, local au-
thorities earmarked to cultivate
21,140 acres of cotton in Myinmu

Township. Planting began in
May this year, and as of today,
1,979 acres have already been
cultivated.

“For this year’s monsoon
season, over 20,000 acres of cot-
ton are planned for cultivation
in Myinmu Township. So far,
more than 1,900 acres have been
planted, and cultivation is ongo-
ing. To ensure that farmers can

sow on time with ease, we are
providing quality cotton seeds to
support successful production,”
said Daw Thida Lwin, Head of
the Sagaing District Agriculture
Department.

This year in Myinmu Town-
ship, the Township Agriculture
Department has been providing
technical training for cotton grow-
ers, focusing on the availability of

high-quality and pure seeds, pest
and disease prevention, proper
cultivation techniques, and yield
improvement. Technical support
is also being provided according
to the needs of cotton farmers.

The average cost of cultivat-
ing one acre of cotton is around
K350,000, and the yield per acre
is about 1,000 viss.

Cotton can be intercropped

with other crops such as onion
(as an early crop) and pigeon pea
(as a late crop), allowing farmers
to benefit from multiple harvests
and increased income.

Cotton is being successfully
cultivated in 19 townships across
Sagaing Region, including Saga-
ing, Monywa, Yinmabin, Shwebo,
and Kanbalu Districts.

206

UN human rights chief urges Israel to

Geneva August 8

UN human rights chief Volker
Turk said on Friday that the Israeli
government's plan for a complete
military takeover of the occupied
Gaza Strip "must be immediately
halted."

"It runs contrary to the rul-
ing of the International Court

of Justice that Israel must bring
its occupation to an end as soon
as possible, to the realisation
of the agreed two-state solution
and to the right of Palestin-
ians to self-determination,"
said Turk, UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, in a
statement.

He warned that this further

escalation "will result in more
massive forced displacement,
more killing, more unbearable
suffering, senseless destruction
and atrocity crimes."

Instead of intensifying this
war, the Israeli government

should put all its efforts into

halt Gaza takeover plan

saving the lives of Gaza's civil-
ians by allowing the full, unfet-
tered flow of humanitarian aid,
Turk stressed.

In addition, the hostages must
be immediately and uncondi-
tionally released by Palestin-
ian armed groups, and Pales-
tinians arbitrarily detained by

Israel must also be immediately
and unconditionally released,
he said.

Israel's Security Cabinet has
approved a plan to take over Gaza
City, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said in a state-
ment on Friday.

Xinhua

Fast-moving wildfire forces evacuations in Southern California

Los Angeles August 8

Evacuations were ordered on
Thursday for communities near a
fast-moving wildfire in a canyon
area in Southern California amid
a major heat wave.

The wildfire, dubbed the Can-
yon fire, broke out around 1:25
p-m. local time (2025 GMT) near
Piru, a small historic town located
in eastern Ventura County and
around 77 km northwest of Los
Angeles. The blaze grew rap-
idly to over 1,000 acres (around
4.05 square km) in hours with

no containment, according to
the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
(Cal Fire).

Local officials issued multiple
evacuation orders and warnings
for some communities near the
fire in Ventura and Los Angeles
counties.

"Immediate threat to life. This
is a lawful order to LEAVE NOW.
The area is lawfully closed to
public access," said Cal Fire in its
evacuation orders.

"The Canyon Fire is spread-

ing fast under extreme heat and
dry conditions near Ventura-LA

County line," said Los Angeles

County Supervisor Kathryn Barg-

erin a post on X, urging residents

in the area to "take evacuation
orders seriously -- when first
responders say GO, leave im-
mediately."

The temperature in the area
reached 37.8 degrees Celsius on
Thursday, with 15-17 percent
humidity, according to the U.S.
National Weather Service.

Xinhua

rsjbattleftofcontainfthepwildfirefin§VenturafCounty)

eFirefig
Calftmriin, (o Thifted Setias, Ams, 7, 2055,
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More than 2,000 acres of groundnut planted

ChaungU August 8

Local farmers have culti-
vated 2,115 acres of ground-
nut in ChaungU Township of
Sagaing Region, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026

in ChaungU Township

monsoon cropping season,
a plan was set to cultivate
9,800 acres of groundnut in
ChaungU Township. Plant-
ing began in May this year,
and as of today, 2,115 acres
have been successfully cul-
tivated.

“The plan for this year’s
monsoon season in ChaungU
Township is to grow over
9,000 acres of groundnut.
So far, over 2,000 acres have
already been cultivated. Ef-
forts are being made to meet
the full targeted acreage.

As an oil crop, groundnut
is performing well, and its
cultivation has been increas-
ing year by year,” said U Tint
Swe, Head of the ChaungU
Township Agriculture De-
partment.

In ChaungU Township,
groundnut is typically sown
at one and a half baskets of
seed per acre. The average

§ cost per acre — including

seed expenses, labor, fer-
tilizer, and pesticide costs
— 1is reported to exceed
K200,000, and yields can
exceed 50 baskets per acre.

To ensure the success of
groundnut cultivation this
year, as well as to prevent

“ pest infestations and main-

tain weed-free fields, staff
from the Township Agricul-
ture Department have been
conducting field inspections
and recording monitoring
data from the cultivation

areas.
206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of

Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Mingin Township cultivates more than 3,000
acres of groundnut as monsoon crop

Mingin August 8
Mingin Township Agri-
culture Department of Saga-
ing Region stated that local
farmers planted a total of
3,017 acres of groundnut in

the township this year.
During the 2025-2026
monsoon cropping season, it
has been planned to cultivate
5,905 acres of groundnut in
Mingin Township. Planting
began in May this year, and

as of today, 3,017 acres have
already been cultivated.
“For this year's monsoon
season in Mingin Township,
we have planned to grow
over 5,000 acres of ground-
nut. So far, more than 3,000
acres have already been
planted. Efforts are ongoing
to ensure the full target acre-
age is met. As an oil crop,
groundnut is progressing
successfully, and cultivation

has been increasing year by
year,” said Daw Hayman
Kyaw Win, Head of the Min-
gin Township Department of
Agriculture.

In Mingin Township,
groundnut cultivation re-
quires about one and a half
baskets of seeds per acre.
The total cost per acre—
including seed costs, labor
wages, fertilizers, and pes-
ticides—is over K200,000.

Yields average over 50 bas-
kets per acre.

This year, to ensure
successful groundnut pro-
duction, prevent pest and
disease outbreaks, and main-
tain weed-free fields, staff
from the Mingin Township
Department of Agriculture
are conducting field inspec-
tions and keeping monitor-
ing records in cultivation

areas. 206

Over 19,000 acres of green gram grown
in Yinmabin District this year

Yinmabin August 8

According to the statis-
tics of Yinmabin District
Agriculture Department, lo-
cal farmers planted 19,332
acres of green gram as mon-
soon crops in Yinmabin
District of Sagaing Region
this year.

In the 2025-2026 mon-
soon crop season, a total of
38,668 acres of green gram
are earmarked for cultiva-
tion in Yinmabin District.
Cultivation began in May
this year, and as of today,
11,112 acres have been cul-
tivated in Yinmabin Town-

ship, 3,830 acres in Kani
Township, 10,850 acres
in Salingyi Township, and
3,540 acres in Pale Town-
ship, totalling 19,332 acres.

“This year, we’ve
planned to cultivate over
38,000 acres of green gram
during the monsoon sea-
son in Yinmabin District.
So far, more than 19,000
acres have been planted,
and efforts are ongoing to
meet the full target. We are
also providing awareness
to farmers on expanding
green gram cultivation and
using quality, pure seeds to

improve yields,” said Daw
Myat Moe Win, Head of the
Department of Agriculture
for Yinmabin District.

The township-wise tar-
get distribution for green
gram cultivation in Yin-
mabin District during the
2025-2026 monsoon season
1s 5,462 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 12,661 acres
in Kani Township, 17,043
acres in Salingyi Township,
and 3,502 acres in Pale
Township, totalling 38,668
acres.

This year, the respective
township agriculture depart-

ments are providing farmers
with technical knowledge,
including how to select
quality and region-appro-
priate seed varieties, proper
cultivation methods, pest
prevention, and systematic
use of fertilizers — all to
ensure good yields and sus-
tainable production.
Officials of relevant
Agriculture Department
distribute quality seeds of
crops, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technology
to local farmers in order
to boost per-acre yield of
crops. 206

More than 3,000 acres
of maize and sweet
corn in Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township

Kyaukmyaung August 8

According to Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township Ag-
riculture Department of Sa-
gaing Region, local farmers
have planted more than 3,000
acres of maize and sweet
corn in the sub-township
this year.

During the 2025-2026
monsoon crop season, it
has been projected that a
total of 7,232 acres will be
cultivated in Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township—3,579 acres
of maize and 3,653 acres of
sweet corn. Planting began in
June of this year, and as of to-
day, 1,503 acres of maize and
2,174 acres of sweet corn—
totalling 3,677 acres—have
already been planted.

"The plan for this year's
monsoon season in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township is to
cultivate over 7,000 acres
of maize and sweet corn. So
far, over 3,000 acres have
already been cultivated. We
are working to ensure that the
full targeted acreage is met.
To ensure the crops grow
successfully, we’re conduct-

ing awareness campaigns
and providing education on
disease and pest preven-
tion," said Daw Khin Win,
Head of the Kyaukmyaung
Sub-Township Department
of Agriculture.

This year, the Department
of Agriculture in Kyauk-
myaung Sub-Township has
been providing training to
farmers cultivating maize
and sweet corn, organizing
field demonstrations, carry-
ing out preventive measures
against fall armyworm, and
promoting integrated pest
management systems. These
include the use of neem-
based insecticides, natural
remedies like ginger and
chili, and general agricultural
education.

It is reported that in
Kyaukmyaung Sub-Town-
ship, maize yields over 50
baskets per acre and incurs
an average cost of K500,000
per acre. Sweet corn yields
around 15,000 ears per acre
and also involves a produc-
tion cost of over K500,000

per acre. 206
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HOI HU'U NGHI VIET NAM - MI-AN-MA
VIETNAM - MYANMAR FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

Ha Noi. August 7", 2025

MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCES

The Chairman and members of the Vietnam — Myanmar Friendship
Association are deeply sorry to hear about the passing ol former Vice President
and Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Myint Swe and
would like to express our deepest sympathy to the members of Myanmar -
Vietnam Friendship Association,

His Excellency U Myint Swe was a talented military leader and statesman
who supported bilateral relations between Vietnam and Myanmar under his
administration at every level,

We respectfully pay our sincere condolences to the bereaved family and the

people of Myanmar during this difficult time.

Mr. Chu Cong Phung
Chairman
Victnam — Myanmar Friendship Association
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