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Vice Chairman of State Administration Council Deputy
Prime Minister Vice-Senior General Soe Win addresses
MSME Development Work Commlttee meeting 1/2025

GEW&E addresstattMSME D?&lopment Work Committeejmeeting 1/2025¢"

Nay Pyi Taw July 25

MSME Development
Work Committee held its
meeting 1/2025 at the Minis-
try of Industry here this after-
noon, addressed by Chairman
of the Work Committee Vice
Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Deputy Prime
Minister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win.

Also present were union
ministers, U Win Shein, Dr
Kan Zaw, U Hla Moe, Dr
Charlie Than, U Tun Ohn
and Dr Myo Thein Kyaw, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair,
deputy ministers, work com-
mittee members, and officials
of associations. Region/state
chief ministers attended the
meeting through video con-
ferencing.

The Vice-Senior General
said it is the 5th meeting of
the work committee, and
sector-wise vital decisions
are being implemented with
the involvement of the rel-
evant ministries/organiza-
tions, local governments and
agencies through bilateral
connections. The meeting
will seek means for greater
systematization and progress
of MSME:s as per the direc-
tives of the Prime Minister.
Agriculture is the main busi-
ness of the country. Experts
of the relevant departments
must continue their research
for exporting value-added
agriculture goods and hitting

the targets. Serious research
on feed, medicine, veterinary
care and nurturing is needed
for meat and fish and dairy
products to meet the quality
target.

On behalf of the State,
the relevant bodies including
the work committee must
provide the needs for devel-
opment of MSMEs, which
are helping to promote na-
tional economic growth in a
way. The relevant ministries
must disseminate technol-
ogy and knowledge through
multilateral cooperation to
ensure adequacy of technol-
ogy and human resources for
entrepreneurs. Moreover, it
is the duty of the work com-
mittee to provide financial
investment, ensure access
to foreign markets that are
reliable. Entrepreneurs can
acquire technology and hu-
man resources for business
development at the techno-
logical courses and forums
jointly conducted by the
Industry Ministry and agen-
cies. Moreover, the respec-
tive ministries are opening
training sessions that are re-
lated to the MSMESs. Hence,
entrepreneurs must train their
workers to become skilled
workers and technicians.

The State is opening tech-
nological, agricultural high
schools for students who
passed KG+9 for providing
workers with deeper knowl-

edge of their profession and
enabling them to stand on
their feet. This part needs
harmonious actions of the
government and entrepre-
neurs. As regards financial
investments, MSMEs should
take loans through the proper
procedures and financial
rules. Entrepreneurs who
face natural disasters need
financial capital for busi-
ness reestablishment. There
are regulations in connec-
tion with loans and financial
matters. The State is making
necessary relaxing of some
regulations. Of the Ks 170
billion funds for MSMEs, Ks
150 billion was distributed as
loans and the remaining Ks
20 billion for MSME devel-
opment. The Prime Minister
has given a directive to dis-
burse loans in accord with
the financial regulations. In
the past, private banks stayed
aloof from MSMESs. Thanks
to the coordinated acts of
the financial management
committee 18 private banks
will take part in disbursing
loans to MSMEs. The initial
available amount from the
insurance business was Ks
20 million. But now insur-
ance companies are drawing
a SOP to raise the amount to
Ks 50 million. Those devel-
opments formed a part for
national economic growth. In
view of the national interest,
private bankers are now join-

-us

ing hands for further progress
of MSMEs.

Business owners must
make the most effective use of
the loans they have received
to ensure the development
of their MSME businesses.
Furthermore, they should aim
to produce their products not
only for the domestic market
but also for international
markets. To support this,
agencies in states and regions
should provide knowledge
and encouragement to busi-
ness owners. As this is the
digital era, online trading
is already being practiced.
Therefore, entrepreneurs
must produce high-quality,
value-added products that
meet export standards and
establish market linkages.
To support such international
market connectivity, respec-
tive business committees
and agencies must provide
necessary assistance. In pre-
vious MSME expos and
competitions, One-Stop Ser-
vice facilities were also pro-
vided to business owners who
wished to export, connecting
them through the country's
commercial attachés. As a
result of these connections,
businesses have been able
to engage with international
companies and trade banks
regarding exports. Hence,
it is essential that business
owners become proficient
in utilizing Interact services,

digital technologies, and
other economically beneficial
technological tools to support
their business operations ef-
fectively.

Business owners must
be supported by profession-
als who can train them in
the necessary technologies
so they can produce qual-
ity products that meet es-
tablished standards using
skilled labour. Those provid-
ing technical training must
also deliver content that is
easy to understand and easy
to apply, combining practical
instruction with interactive
discussions. A key factor in
the development of human
resources is the production
of skilled workers. Rele-
vant ministries are already
conducting various training
programmes for business
owners and workers to im-
prove technical know-how,
management skills, and mar-
ket access capabilities. Cur-
rently, 441 types of training
courses are being conducted,
and further information can
be accessed on the respective
ministry websites. A total of
7,273 training sessions have
been conducted so far, at-
tended by 150,819 trainees.
In addition to these train-
ing sessions, further efforts
should be made to enhance
the necessary capabilities
required in the MSME sector.
It was also emphasized that,
since the number of regis-
tered MSME:s in the country
is currently low, responsible
authorities must take steps
to ensure proper supervision
and oversight.

Due to the major Manda-
lay earthquake, it was agreed
to promptly provide loans for
the reconstruction of MSME
businesses, MSME-related
factories, workshops, and
private industrial enterprises
in Nay Pyi Taw Council area,
Mandalay Region, Sagaing
Region, and the eastern part
of Bago Region, based on
detailed lists of the types
of damages submitted to
the Head of State. The loan
provision consists of two
parts. These are the first part
is MSME loans amounting to
K150 billion and the second
part includes reconstruction
funds totaling K500 billion

from the State economic
promotion fund and natural
disaster management fund,
along with K200 billion from
the Central Bank of Myan-
mar, all designated as earth-
quake reconstruction funds.
A Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) is being drafted
for this. The challenges faced
by MSMEs damaged by the
earthquake relate to loans,
with some borrowers repay-
ing loans irregularly, some
unable to repay at all, and
some business owners under
investigation for borrowing
money from various sources.
Regardless, if business own-
ers encounter difficulties in
rebuilding their capital, they
are encouraged to report
to the business committee
through relevant agencies.
Following the guidance of the
Prime Minister, efforts must
be made to produce high-
value products based on the
local raw materials from their
businesses and regions, aim-
ing to increase the production
of quality goods for domestic
consumption and export.
The State Administration
Council is implementing two
national missions, namely
“peace and stability of the
country and food security,”
by linking these goals with
economic objectives. Em-
phasis is placed on supporting
MSME economic enterprises
to promote domestic prod-
ucts, substitute imports, and
expand export markets. To
strengthen and uplift MSME
businesses, policies, technical
support, and financial capital
must be provided, creating a
favourable economic environ-
ment. For the development of
agriculture-based basic prod-
ucts, the states and regions
will consolidate similar types
of products according to their
respective product categories,
enabling the calculation of the
nationwide annual produc-
tion capacity. Based on these
factors, export planning can
be arranged according to the
needs and specifications of
international markets for re-
spective export commodities.
By carrying out such system-
atic efforts, trust can be built
with international markets and
consumers.
See Page 13
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Katha District completes cultivation of

-y

Katha July 25

More than 4,000 acres of
croplands were placed under
vegetable crops in Katha Dis-
trict of Sagaing Region this
monsoon, according to the
statistics of Katha District Ag-
riculture Department.

In 2025-26 monsoon crop
cultivation season, Katha Dis-
trict earmarked cultivation of
8,826 acres of vegetables. But,
local farmers from Katha Town-
ship planted 162 acres of veg-
etables, Indaw Township 3,410
acres, Htigyaing Township 130
acres of Bamauk Township

more than 4,000 acres of vegetabl

542 acres, totalling 4,244 acres
against the target cultivation.

“This year, during the mon-
soon cropping season, over
8,000 acres of land in Katha
District have been targeted for
vegetable cultivation. So far,
more than 4,000 acres have
already been planted. Efforts
are being made to achieve the
full targeted acreage,” said Daw
Khin Myat Myat Oo, Head of
the Katha District Department
of Agriculture.

“The crops being cultivated
include roselle, chilli, herbs,
cauliflower, cabbage, potatoes,

es this year

Township 2,690 acres, totalling
8,826 acres.

This year in Katha District,
the respective Township Agri-
culture Departments have been
providing technical training to

s vegetable farmers to promote

cultivation using the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
system. They are also offering

B  tcchnical support to ensure that

vegetables harvested from the

# farms are safe and healthy for

bottle gourd, and eggplant.
To ensure that all vegetables
are grown according to GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
standards, farmers are being
provided with technical train-
ing. We are also teaching them
how to grow all vegetables with
minimal chemical residues and
in ways that align with health
standards,” she added.
During this monsoon,
Katha Township earmarked
cultivation of 855 acres of
vegetables, Indaw Township
4,024 acres, Htigyaing Town-
ship 1,256 acres of Bamauk

consumption. Moreover, efforts
are underway to encourage
farmers to expand their vegeta-
ble cultivation.

In Katha District, a va-
riety of vegetables are culti-
vated seasonally every year.
These vegetable crops have
been successful, contributing
to household income. The
Township Agriculture De-
partments are also educating
farmers on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, the
use of natural fertilizers, and
the production and applica-
tion of natural pesticides and
repellents. 206

Public Notice

for Elimination of
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called
CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly kill-
ing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-
ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting
and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and
killing people and committing destructive activities, is
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Famers harvest more than 2,900 acres of
green gram in Shwebo Township

Shwebo July 25

According to the statistics
of Shwebo Township Agricul-
ture Department, local farmers
have so far harvested 2,974
acres of pre-monsoon green
gram in Shwebo Township of
Sagaing Region.

In Shwebo Township, a
total of 2,974 acres of green
gram were cultivated during
this year’s pre-monsoon sea-
son. It is reported that harvest-
ing of these green gram fields
began in June, and as of now,
100 per cent of the cultivated
areas have been fully har-
vested, yielding an average of
17.55 baskets per acre.

"The green gram cultiva-

tion during this year's pre-
monsoon season covered up
to 2,974 acres in Shwebo
Township. At present, all the
cultivated fields have been
completely harvested. Re-
garding green gram farming,
educational programs were
provided to encourage expan-

sion of cultivation and the |

use of quality and pure seeds
for better yield," said U San
Oo, Head of the Township
Agriculture Department.

The Shwebo Township
Agriculture Department has
also conducted awareness ac-
tivities for green gram farmers
on selecting high-quality and
region-appropriate seeds, en-

suring seed purity, proper farm-
ing techniques, pest prevention,
systematic use of fertilizers, and
improving crop yields.
During this year’s mon-
soon cropping season, as
various types of pulses were

cultivated, collaborative ef-
forts were made with farmers
to provide them with qual-
ity seeds, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest technology
to enhance both yield and

quality of the crops. 206

Larger volume of green clams sent to

Labutta July 25

Local fishermen and busi-
nesspersons from Labutta
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion supplied larger volume of
green clams to Yangon market
in June, said Daw Moe Myint,
the owner of fishery product
trading in Labutta Township.

They sent naturally cap-
tured green clams to Yangon
market. In May, they sold
65,000 viss of green clams

Yangon market in June

to Yangon market, compared
to 88,000 viss in June due to
high demand from Yangon
market.

“We are currently purchas-
ing locally harvested green
clams in bulk. These are be-
ing bought for the domes-
tic market,” said Daw Moe
Myint. “In the past month,
clam trading has been doing
well. Compared to previous
months, we've been able to

export and sell larger quanti-
ties. Fishermen from Labutta
Township collect not only
fish, prawns, and crabs but
also green clams directly from
nature. The locally sourced
green clams from Labutta are
primarily transported and sold
to the Yangon market. Because
of this increase in trading
activity, which is higher than
usual, job opportunities for
fishermen and traders have

also improved.”

In Labutta Township, sca-
food traders purchase various
kinds of fish, prawns, crabs,
and green clams from local
fishermen. These are then sys-
tematically cleaned, processed,
and packaged before being
shipped to Yangon for sale.
From Yangon, the products
are further distributed to other
regions.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

From Page 12

To reach this stage of assured market access, committee
members, state and regional chief ministers, and agen-
cies must support MSME entrepreneurs. Everyone must
collectively strive systematically for further growth and
development of MSME enterprises. The State will provide
its support, and business owners are expected to reciprocate
accordingly without delay, working collaboratively in a
step-by-step manner within the established framework and
in a timely fashion.

Following this, U Yin Maung Nyunt, Secretary of the
Working Committee and Deputy Minister for Industry,
presented the implementation status of the resolutions from
the Working Committee Meeting (2/2024) and the progress
of the committee's activities.

Subsequently, the review team's chairperson, Deputy

: | Minister for Planning and Finance Daw Than Than Lin,

along with the Secretary of the Working Committee and

# | Chairman of the Agency Deputy Minister of for Industry U
8 | Yin Maung Nyunt, the Fund Management Committee Chair-
¥ | man Deputy Minister U Min Htut, and Deputy Minister for

Labour U Win Shein read out and presented the statements
to be submitted to the MSME Development Working Com-
mittee. Vice-Chairmen of the Working Committee Union
Ministers U Win Shein and Dr. Charlie Than elaborated on
the state's efforts for MSME development, the formation
and functioning of relevant committees, MSME loan-related
matters, the implementation status of the 14 MSME respon-
sibilities, and collaborative efforts with relevant ministries
and organizations to accelerate MSME growth.

Afterward, members of the Working Committee, includ-
ing Union Ministers, the Chairman of the Nay Pyi Taw
Council, Chief Ministers of regions and states, Deputy
Ministers, and experts from associations, discussed the
progress and ongoing implementation of previous meet-
ing resolutions and guidelines. They covered topics such
as MSME product exhibitions in international trade fairs,
training programs, domestic and international market
research initiatives, support for MSMEs affected by the
Mandalay earthquake, and policies and frameworks for
SME development.

Following this, Vice-Senior General Soe Win summa-
rized and coordinated the discussions, delivered concluding
remarks, and adjourned the meeting.

After the meeting, Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
along with attendees, viewed locally produced MSME
goods from the Nay Pyi Taw Council area and high-
value MSME export products on display, offering

encouragement. 100
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