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- APEC Must Step Up Regional

Reconnection by Beijing Review.
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Myanmar-Russia Friendship and Cooperation Forum
held in commemoration of 75™ Anniversary Diplomatic
Relations between the two; Chairman of State Adminis-

tration Council Prime Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing delivers address

Nay Pyi Taw February 16

Myanmar-BEussia
Friendship and Coopera-
tion Forum was held 1n
commemoration of the 75th
Anniversary of Diplematic
Eelations between Eepublic
of Union of Myanmar and
Russian Federation at My-
anmar International Con-
vention Center-21n Nay Py
Taw today, with an address
by Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Present together with the
Sentor General were SAC
members, Union ministers,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, Ambassador of Rus-

stan Federation to Myanmar

HE. Mr Nikolay LISTO-
PADOV and members, of-
ficials of Russian embassy
1in Myanmar and Russia-
Myanmar Friendship and
Cooperation Association,
resources persons, facility
members of universities,
students and distinguished
guests

First, the Senmior Gen-
eral, the Russian ambas-
sador and party arnved at
MICC-2 and viewed Rus-
sian-Myanmar friendship
commemorative video clips
and documentary photos.

Vocalists of Myanma
Fadio and TV opened the
ceremony with the song We
are going to open a new
chapter in history Then a

video on Myanmar-Fussia

18th February 1948
Burma - Soviet Union

friendship throughout the In his 75® anniversary two countries have further ian affairs, and promoting

commemorative speech, promoted many other areas international and regional

successive eras was shown.

[:F i e

S0 i pifidepyt !'ﬂ‘%f“ﬂ"flﬂ‘*“ﬂ'!Ii

Fatis: m Mparwus. Rumain Frisssiabi v
o

the Sentor General said the

enhancement of Myanmar-
Russia friendship and mul-
tiple sector cooperation
15 the goal of the forum.
Myanmar-Eussian diple-
matic relations will reach 1ts
75" anniversary on 18 Feb-
ruary 2023.The friendship
between the two countries
was ever strong throughout
the past successive pertods.
Ithas been further enhanced
and military cooperation
has been promoted since

and Ambassador,| the SAC government as-

sumed responsibilities The

of cooperation apart from
trade, science and technol-
ogy and defence. Russia
and Myanmar will continue
their cooperation as per-
petual friends and partners.
They will enhance their
cooperation in extending
Russian-Myanmar friend-
ship associations, exchange
of government and mili-
tary goodwill visits, trade,
economy, tourism, religious
affairs and culture, civilian
and military scholarship
programs, human resources

development, humanitar-

relations.

History stands witness
to the ever closer Russia-
Myanmar friendly relations
based on mutual understand-
ing, economic opportunities
and strategic considerations
despite the geographical
distance caused by conti-
nents and oceans.

Russia 15 the sixth ear-
liest country to establish
diplomatic relations with
Myanmar It has set up
diplomatic relations with

Myanmar since the latter
See Page 12
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regained independence in
1948. So, there is a firm
bilateral friendship between
them.

The Independence Dec-
laration of Eepublic of Un-
1on of Myanmar 1948 said
that all must be firmly
loyal toindependence and
the State till the end of the
world; that as an inde-
pendent country, it would
protect and observe fair
ethics of all independent
global nations; that as the
entire nation cherished
their independence, they
would respect others in-
dependence; that as the
country wished peace, it
would join hands with
like-minded ones to safe-
guard world peace; that
let the world heard the
country’s declaration.

The Declaration indi-
cates that citizens of My-
anmar are the people who
respect, love and value their
country’s independence,

e

N
-
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Forum on Myanmar.Russia Friendship and Cocperation

place emphasis on peace,
and have the will to protect
global peace.

MNowadays, some pow-
erful countries interfere
in internal affairs of small
countries for various rea-
sons 50 as to cause deterio-
ration and disintegration 1n
unity with the use of various
ways and means. On one
hand, they pose pressure
and intimidation, bullying
and discrimination on small
countries based on different
concepts.

Especially, it 15 regret-
table that those countries are
constantly posing pressure
and coercion on geopoliti-
cally important Myanmar so
as to shape its situation as
they like and 1in order to
widen its influence, com-
mitting crificism, imposing
sanctions and interfering 1n
internal affairs.

Hence, the Senior Gen-
eral expressed his thanks to
the Fussian leaders and citi-
zens for their standing with

Yt

Youngstersicome to _-t]:’lEFDI"'I.'II‘I‘.'I-.I.tD selknnwled
T A T o i 550 TR ST e

Myanmar as a good friend
in order to overcome chal-
lenges based on negative
views and attampts of utter
devastation being commit-
ted by some big countries.

Myanmar pledges to

out fail for fulfilling these
TEQUITEmM ENts.

On the other hand, a
couniry or a people cooper-
ates with each oher in the
international arenas can
they do peace, stability and
development.

As Myanmar, a devel-
oping country, 15 initially
exercising the democratic
system, actively cooperates
with regional organizations
including the UM and global
countries despite facing
many challenges Especial-
ly, Myanmar from the time
of members of the TN till
today has been upholding
the coperation with the TN
as a foundation of foreign
policy Myanmar expects the
UM would help the global

(7 2B B eo-qap oben A

5 - aip: bl deg:s€ slbsanEprien el

on Myanmar. Rusala Friendshlp and Cooparatian

constantly focus on en-
hancement of friendly rela-
tions and cooperation with
Fussia. Myanmar will hold
Fussia in high regard for
good friend and for boom-
ing the interests of both
countries in all aspects,
and efforts will be made
for friendly relations be-
tween the peoples of both
countries.

Currently, the world
urgently needs peace, sta-
bility and development of
socto-economic life. These
cannot stand separately
but rely on one another
=tability cannot be restored

without peace and develop-

ment undertakings cannot

be done without peace.
As such, it 15 necessary to
strive for strengthening the

international relations with-

couniries emerge a prosper-
ous global community with
peace, harmony and justice.

However, all need to
take care of attempts of
some powerful countries to
influence over small coun-
tries with the one-sided
dogmatism and different
political system through
various ways and means.
As the worst attempt, 1t 1s
regrettable that they try hard
to interfere 1n internal af-
fairs of sovereign countries
by means of democracy and
human rights.

In such situation, coun-
tries need to follow the
principles on mutual respect
to sovereignty and under-
standing and no interfer-
ence in internal affairs of
other countries. Whatever

it may be, Myanmar, being

a member of ASEAN, will
strive for political peace and
stability while fully partici-
pating in regional peace and
stability and development in
line with the stance of the
ASEAN

Myanmar 15 strategic
in geopolitics for 1ts loca-
tion 1n the Southeast Asian
region. The northern part
of the nation is filled with
snow-capped mountains,
the central area endowed
with cultivable lands and
the southern part, blessed
with the sea and islands,
seen as the beautiful natural
environment and climatic
conditions with food and
natural minerals.

Efficiently utilizing the
land, soil and weathers and

natural environments, all
are to harmoniously strive
for development of the na-
tion and socio-economic
development of the citizens.
The government is building
the better country and socio-
economic life focusing on
interests of the nation and
the people 1in line with the
motto: Keep Moving For-
ward to Achieve Our Goal.

In so doing, it 15 neces-
sary to seek the ways which
can be practically used for
serving interests of the en-
tire people. As Myanmar
15 blessed with the good
opportunities, encourage-
ments must be given to
improvement of domestic
businesses and manufactur-
ing. As human resource is
playing a key role in this
See Page 13

measure,
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Japan offers to purchase gold ornaments
from Myanmar goldsmiths

ey
B Gold ornaments
T

Yangon February 16

Chairman of Yangon
Eegion Gold Entrepreneurs
Association U Myo Myint
said that Myanmar gold-

smiths plan to resume their

operations due to offer of
Japan to purchase gold or-
naments.

In the past, purchasers
from Japan came to My-

anmar to choose the orna-

ments as they like as part of
aviation exportation system.
Now, both sides plan to re-
sume the businesses similar
to the past event

“Before Covid-19 pan-

demic, we have traded with
Japan. Butit was halted due
to outbreak of Cowvid-19.
Currently, it 15 expected to
resume the aviation exporta-
tion service for trading the
gold ornaments. They wall
come here to choose the
gold works in the market
and purchase them. Now,
rules and regulations are

under negotiation among

« relevant ministries,” smd U

Myo Myint.

Currently, Japanese cus-
tomers express their pref-
erence to purchase tiger,
elephant, horse and other
statues made of gold 1n ad-
dition to gold crnaments.

At present, price of gold
sets at around K2 8 million
per tical 1in the domestic

market. AS

Rublic

forEliminationiof}

1. Declaning themselves to be “for the people”, the so-
called CEFH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are law-
lessly kalling Buddhist monks, cinil servants including
schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as
well as looting and robbing.

2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH",
“NUG", and “PDF" terronists, who are intimidating and
killing people and committing destructive activities, 1s
to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
ronsts and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Notice

Open tender invited to businesspersons for
upgrading Hanthayawy railway station on
Yangon circular railroad

Yangon February 16

The Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications
stated that the open tender
will be extended to busi-
nesspersons for upgrading
Hanthawady railway station
on Yangon circular railread
as from 2016-17 fiscal year.

Myanma Railways is
implementing the projects
to upgrade its facilities for

giving better services to the

peope.

In this regard, the up-
grade projects comprise
maintenance of the rail
tracks, overpasses, railway
stations and fencing the sta-
tion yards.

Durning the period, My-
anma Ralways decided to
build new railway stations
for Thamaing, Gyoegon,
Hanthawady and Shanlan
stations.

Among them, the open
tender will be extended to
businesspersons for upgrad-
ing of Hanthawady railway
station.

Tender proposals are be-
ing sold at the supply depart-
ment of Myanma Railways
at the corner of Merchant
Street and 51 street in Bo-
tahtaung Township as from
8 February, and tender pro-
posals must be submitted

a%

not later than 2 pm on
February 2023 For further
information, dial 01-294352
and 251934,

Moreover, Myanma Eail-
ways 15 undertaking upgrad-
ing of the railway stations
and station yards along Yan-
gon circular railroad meeting
the international standards
It atms to emerge shops for
creation of job opportunities

of the local people. 336

Sugar trade booms

in Mandalay market,
fetching K2,830 per

visson 12

Mandalay February 16
Trading of sugar resurges
in the Mandalay market On 12
February 2023, sugar trading
fetched K2 830 per viss, sad
U Win Htay, vice-chair of My-
anmar Sugar and Sugarcane
Products Entrepreneurs As-
sociation (MManalay Fegion).
Trading of sugar flowedin
the domestic market as usual
As from the second week of
February, the Mandalay mar-
ket handles trading of sugar
at good price under the high
demand.
“In the Mandalay market,
anyone does not face shortage
of stocks. Currently, number of

February

purchasers come to Mandalay
Market, so inventory of sugar
declines in the market, prices
of sugar skyrocket,” said the
vicechar

In thelastweek of January,
sugar was traded at K2,650
per viss As trading of sugar
bounced again, prices of sugar
was set at 2,830 per viss on
12 February.

“Prices of sugar depend
on the moves of market but its
prices do not escalate in the
market,” said the vice-chair.

Mandalay, Sagaing, Bago
and Yangon regions produce
quality sugar to the domestic
184

market.

From Page 12

cooperation with Russian
Federation focuses on de-
velopment of human re-
sources and academic mat-
ters.

All are urged to play
their respective roles in
bilateral cooperation with
Fussia in the areas of balat-
eral contacts, trade, global
tourism, culture, sports and
others

Since I 1invited required
investments in Myanmar
during my wvisits to Fussia,
we can now see the begin-
ning of such investments
and I believe there will be
more. My government 1s

ready to cooperate with any

country, organization or
individuals wishing to serve
the interests of Myanmar.

Since regaining inde-
pendence, our country has
been exercising the five
principles of peaceful co-
existence and the active
and non-allied foreign pol-
1cy. We always anticipate
global peace and friendly
relations among the global
countries.

I reiterate our special
thanks to the international
organizations, countries
including Bussia and indi-
widuals for their coopera-
tion with us by understand-
ing Myanmar’s prevailing

conditions despite pres-

sure, criticisms and blame
throughout our tenure.

I appreciate today’s fo-
rum as the topics to be dis-
cussed and the participants
will focus on promoting
Russia-Myanmar friendship
and opportunities, outlooks
and means to cooperate
in various sectors. There-
fore, all those in attend-
ance are urged to actively
participate. All 1n all, I
wish the already long-
standing Russia-Myanm ar
friendship perpetual and
the Russia-Myanmar cul-
ture and both countries a
greater progress.

Mext, the Russian am-

bassador expressed his

thanks for having the op-
portunity to speak at the
anniversary. He said it is
heartening to see the doc-
umentary photos on the
bilateral friendship and
cooperation 1 SUcCcessive
eras. Efforts are being made
to promote the bilateral
friendship and investment
Cooperation 15 also being
strengthened 1n education,
human resource develop-
ment, sport and health sec-
tors. The cooperation in
peaceful use of nuclear
energy has started. The Rus-
sian Federation always want
to see peace, stability and
development 1n Myanmar

and 1t will increase coop-

eration.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral and party enjoyed per-
formances of the vocalists
from Myawady music band
under the Directorate of
Public Belations and Psy-
chological Warfare with
a Russian song Rossiya
Vperod.

The Senior General, the
Russian ambassador and
those 1n attendance posed
for a documentary photo.
Then, the Senior General
and party left the ceremony.

According to the agen-
da, presiding chair U Ko
Ko, U Khin Maung Zaw,
Dr Naing Swe Qo and U
Kyaw Lin Qo discussed

the topic of “The current
Myanmar-Russia relations
and their continued jour-
ney", and held a question
and answer session. In the
afterncon, presiding chair U
Ko Ko, Dr Manda Mon, Dr
Maung Thin and U Ye Min
Aung discussed the topic of
“Myanmar-Russiarelations
and benefits for Myanmar's
socio-economy, and held a
question and answer ses-
sion.

Later, the discussions
were reviewed and the
Unien information min-
ister made a concluding
remark. The vocalists
from Myanmar band sang

MNadejda song. 100
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