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Esteemed ethnic national brethren of the Union,

On the auspicious occasion of the 76® Anniversary of
Tnion Day which falls on 12 February 2023 today, I wish all
ethnic national brethren of the Union who have been living in
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar together physical and
mental happiness and prospenty.

As all ethnic national brethren have been residing 1n the
Eepublic of the Union of Myanmar in unison, the Union has
been firmly standing tall in the world with prestige for thou-
sands of years. Nonetheless, as capitalist invaders severally
wadged aggressive wars over Myanmar, the whole country
of Myanmar fell under colomalist British as from 1886, The
colomalists raised the administrative power to the main land
under the Governmet of Burma Act in 19335, 1t left the hilly
regions in order to separately govern the hilly regions and the
main land.

Restrictions were imposed on the people from the main
land not to visit the Shan State as the border act was enacted.
That 15 why the people from both hilly regions and the main
land missedthe chance to contact each other, and they were too
far but areas were close to each other In passing the long time,
the instigation of impenalists wadged suspicions and disbelief
among the ethnic people. Up to now, everybody knows that
all our ethnic people are suffereing with bad impacts of such
CONSEqUEnCes.

British Governor Sir Dorman-Smith released the White
Paper on 17 May 1945, mentioning that the independence
shall be granted for the main land but the hilly region shall be
placed underthe British rule. General Aung San heldmeetings
with national leaders in Panglong in 1946 and unanimously
demanded to grant the independence for both hilly regions
and main land together without absolutely accepting the
White Paper.

On 12 February 1947, atotal of 23 ethnic leadersincluding
General Aung San signed the Panglong Agreement compris-
ing mine unification points for hilly regions and the main land
as part of laying the comerstones to forge the national unity
between the hilly regions and the main land. Hence, the gov-
ernmentrecognized and designated 12 February as the Union
Day when the Panglong Agreement in which the unity of ethmc
natonals concetved was signed

In fact, the Union Day shows the unity of Union ethnic
people residing in Myanmar to the world. In accord with the
motto “Unity is Victory”, entire ethnic people escaped from
the colontal rule on 4 JTanuary 1948, and the country regained
independence as a sovereign country. Celebrating the victon-
ous cerem ontes for independence as ahentage of the Union has
been held on a grand scale as the Diamond Jubilee Independ-
ence Day on 4 January 2023, Currently, the Union hentage
based on solidanty of the ethnic people turned 76 years.

Only when all ethnic people of the Union are to safeguard
the independence with the Union spint in successive eras with
the Union spintwill it be perpetual. Hence, I'would like tourge
all to strive for perpetual existence of the natonal umty and
the Union through the internal strength.

Esteemed ethnic national brethren of the Union,

As a consequence of the instigation of the colonialists,
all ethnic national brethren did not fully enjoy the essence of
independence, and controversies in attitudes and armed con-
flicts are happening tll today. All ethnic people ar join hands
and honestly and transparently heldnegotiations among them
to restore perpetual peace, to cease armed conflicts across the
naton and teo fully enjoy essence of peace.

It 1s necessary to take lessons from the disunity and con-

Message sent by Chairman of the State Administration Council
Prime Minister of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the

ceremony to mark the 76™ Anniversary of Union Day 2023

12 February 2023

flicts among the ethnics and the people due to racism, personal
cult and dogmatism in the history of the country in building
the Union based on democracy and federalism. Discnminat-
ing, seting aside and attacking the persons as enemies for
cifferent attitudes and concepts are not in conformity with the
democratic system. Likewise, localism and personal cut may
cause disunity and harm the country to disintegrate, so Iwould
like to urge all to deeply consider integration for harmonizing
the diversity.

The State Administration Council since its assumption of
the State responsibilities in accord with the State Constitution
(2008) has been emphasizing the ending of local armed con-
flicts for ensuning national unity and peace which are actual
needs for the State. It will strive for secuning successin a point
of five-point roadmap “Priority will be accorded to work
aligned with the agreements set out in the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement, in order to achieve enduring peace
for the entirenation” The Tatmadaw one-sidedly suspended
the ceasefire from 21 December 2018 to the end of 2022 for
implementing the MNationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
through the talks with ethnic armed organizations Moreover, as
the ceasefire was suspended for the whole 2023 1tisnecessary
to make efforts for ceasing the internal armed conflicts through
the talks for the sake of the nation and the people

All citizens are to participate in initiating two political
objectives such as exercising the genuine, disciplined mul-
tiparty democratic system and restering peace which plays
a crucial role in building the Union based on democracy and
federalism.

Asper the last point of the Roadmap, which says, “Upon
accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency,
free and fair multip arty democratic general elections will
be held in line with the Constitution (2008), and further
work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the
winning party in accordance with democratic standards”
the SAC has been stnving to lay the foundation and create a
favourable situation to hold a free and fair election at all lev-
els In so doing, SAC declared 2022 “the year of peace” and
15 exerting efforts to end internal armed conflicts and achieve
perpetual peace through the ongoing peace talks it 15 holding
with EACQs. However, various internal/external interferences
andthe relevant persons’ failure to take into account the interest
of the nation and people, the country 15 still far from achieving
peace and stability and1sin a painful and wornsome situation.
Iwould urge the entire nation to play their role in helping en-
able the relevant organizations and persons and all the national
people to realize their goal 1n accord with the motto, “Keep
Moving Forward to Achieve Our Goal ™

Esteem ed national brethren of the Union,

Wisdom and sincenty of the entire people plays the
pivotal role in building a new democratic nation that 1s
enjoying tranquility, modernity and progress. All must pay
attention more to the interest of the entire Union than their
own. Only with the objective vision to weigh whether his
deeds and stand are right or wrong and good or bad, can a
person truly benefit the nation and people. We need to instill
correctthoughts, knowledge, patriotism and Union spintinto
the youths who will assume the relayed future responsibility
of the entire nation and people. In thisregard, children of the
people andyouths should be nurtured to become jewels of the
future, imbued with the five noble strengths The national
prosperity and food sufficiency are the two adopted national
tasks the government 1n office 15 implementing at present.
Socioeconomic development and a healthy economy are the

basic factors for peace, stability and progress of a country. Qur
country where rural people are the majority must priontize
a farming-based economy, while trying to develop other
businesses. The State 15 placing emphasis on the success of
farming and micro, small and medium enterprises, creation
of job opportunities andincome generation. Human resources
development is the key to economic development of our
country which 15 rich in natural resources and has favour-
able economic foundations. The State has added farming and
industrial subjectsin the curmiculum of one school each in the
high schools of 50 districts as a support for rural economy
and MSME. It 1s also making arrangements for outstand-
ing students to pursue higher studies. Eelevant persons and
officials of both the pnivate and government sectors should
make collective efforts for sociceconomic development of
the national people and economic progress of the State. The
program will be further extended 1n the remaining districts.
The State 15 addressing sector-wise requirements 1n fully
developing every corner including ethnic areas of the entire
country Mational brethren should fully grab this epportunity
and should fully apply it in their collective endeavours.

Esteemed national brethren of the Union,

The Republic of Myanmaris a Union where allits children,
the national people, are living in weal and woe andin unity. The
man goal 15 the building of a Union based on democracy and
federalism through love and unity andunited efforts of national
brethren under the genuine, disciplined multiparty democracy
system. SAC has been successfully implementing the adopted
five-point Readmap and 12 Objectives. Sadly, internal/external
destructionist and terronst groups are generating instigations
with the intention of spoiling the interest of the country and
people Atthe same time, they are enticing the people to em-
brace wrong 1deas and views and commit wrongdoings. With
their reasoning power, all must be aware of the dangers that
may befall the nation and the people because of the multiple
means of alien neocolonialist interference committed wath the
intention of breaking up national unity, and self-seekers. The
current peniod calls for energetic and cooperative efforts for
nen-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty

Through this message, Turge all to share the fruits of the
Union 1n harmony, and with the Union spirit and unity, all
should successfully implement the National Objectives for
768 Anniversary of Unien Day 2023

1 To strve for the perpetual existence of national soli-

danty and perpetuity of the Union through the internal
strength

2 Tomake collaborative efforts of all ethnic natonals to

restore perpetual and durable peace

3. To joun hands 1n harmony for ensunng the prospenty

andfood sufficiency of the nation as two national plans
through the Union spint

4. To help develop all regions and states on equal terms

and increase employment opportunities with ensuring
the health and fitness of the entire MNational people

5. To practise the genuine, discipline-flourishing multi-

party democratic system through fratermity, solidarity
and united endeavours of all ethnic national brethren
for building the Union based on democratic and federal
systems.
Sentor General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thade Thin Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Prime Minister
Chairman of State & dministration Council
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Auspicious ceremony to put 4™ part of Maravijaya
Buddha Image on top of Yadana Throne held

Nay Pyi Taw February 11

A holy and auspicious
ceremony to put the 4% part of
Maravijaya Buddha Image on
top of the Yadana Throne was
held this morning at Buddha
Park in Dekkhinathiri Town-
ship, Way Pyi1 Taw, Union
Terntory, where the image 15
being placed.

Present at the ceremony
were Sayadaws led by State

Ovadacariva Sayadaw Ab-

B .

A Sayadaw sprinkles scénteliwater i

hidhaja IMaha ERattha Guru
Bhaddanta Acinna of MMaha
Thihanada Monastery in
Tatkon, Sayadaw Abhidhaja
Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Bhaddanta Pantita of Intha
Ashay Monastery, Leway,

Eegion Ovadacariya Say-
adaw Abhidhaja lMaha Rattha
Guru Bhaddanta Ardiccavasa
of Weigyr Panyatti School,
Fobbathirt Township, and
— Buddha Image Erection

Ovadacariya Patron Say-
adaw Agga Maha Pantita
Agga Maha Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta Vima-
labuddhi of Mingala Zeyon
Monsatery, Pali Tekkatho,
Pyinmana, the main Donor
Chairman of State Adminis-
tration Council Prime Minis-
ter Sentor General Min Aung
Hlaing, SAC Vice Chairman
Deputy PFrime Minister Vice-

Senior General Soe Win, the

ot Maravij ayaBuddha Im

SAC Secretary, the Joint Sec-
retary and members, Union
ministers, the Nay Py1 Taw
Council chairman, senior
military officers from Office
of Commanderan-Chief, the
MNay Py1 Taw Command com-
mander, distinguished guests
and members of religious
associations

The ceremony was
opened by reciting namo-

tassa three times. Then a

song praising the virtues
of Maravijaya Buddha Im-
age was sung, conch shell
was blown and gongs were
beaten three times to mark
the auspiciousness and suc-
cess of the ceremony After
revenng the parttas recited
by Sayadaws, donors re-
cited Ratanattya Puja and
Sabbasingaha mantras 1n
chorus.

Led by Sayadaws, the

main donor Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and
party took positions near the
Yadana Throne. They then
sprinkled scented water on
the large steel case in which
the 4% part of the Image was
placed, and three areas of the
gantry crane that would put
the Image on the throne.
Master of ceremonies
read out Mingala Akhadaw,

and See Page 14

A Sayadaw sprinklesiscented lwaterjon{gantry/crane that is putting the Image on

the throne part art!
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From Page 13
at the auscipious time, the
Senitor General pressed the
button to put the 4™ part of

the Image on the throne with
auspicious machines.
"While the task of putting

the 4™ part of the Image on

tp
o %

the throne was being carried
out phase by phase, the con-
gregation led by Sayadaws

recited religious verses to

% i g = i
of theiYadana Throne

mark the auspiciousness and

success of the ceremony.
The Yadana Throne 1s
18 feet high, 72 feet long

and 54 feet wide The total
weight of the 4% part of the
Image is 500 tons. The 4%
part of the Image was put
onto the throne by using the
gantry crane.

The congregation shared
the ments gained by read-
ing out Aungsu Mingala and
recited Buddha sasanameci-
ratithatu three times to mark
the conclusion of the cer-
emony. Feligious rites were
performedto mark the success
of the ceremony.

The erection of Maravijaya
Buddha Image has four objec-
tives — to show the world

i that Theravada Buddhism is

flourishing in Myanmar, for
national peace and prosper-
ity, regional development
through the visits of local and
foreign pilgrims, and to sup-
port national developm ent.
The large section of the
Image which1s a combination
of parts 1/2/3 15 1700 tons.

The task of puthing the large
section on the throne began
at the auspicious time on 26
January and completed on 31
Tanuary. Jewelry and precious
items donated by the main
donor Sentor General Min
Aung Haling and other donors
and well-wishers in the entire
country were successfully
enshnined in the reliquaries at
the centre point on the Yadana
Throne atthe ceremonies held
on 27 January and 10 Febru-
ary. Donors and people of
the entire Eepublic of Union
of Myanmar rejoiced at the
donations and said Sadhu.
The task of putting the
4% part of the Image on
the throne 15 being carried
out phase by phase. In the
late evenings, lights were
offered at stone tablet pa-
godas, fountain squares, pa-
goda platform, rest houses,
and main entrance road for

100

public reverence.

Myanmar pockets
more than U$13.559
billion of export
income till end of
January 2023

Nay Pyi Taw February 11

The Trade Policy Branch
of the Trade Department
under the Ministry of Com-
merce stated that Myanmar
has bagged U3813,559 28
million of export income
from April 2022 to end of
January 2023 in the 2022-23
fiscal year.

During the period, ex-
port of agricultural produce
earned US$3,100 million,
animal products US5$19.23
million, marine products
US5$613.5%9 million, min-
erals US$288.38 million,
forest products US$123.82
million, finished 1industrial
goods US5E9 100 million and
other sectors US$314 26
million, totally amounting to
USE13,559.28 million, said
deputy director Daw Cho

Thet WMu of the Trade Policy
Branch.

“Among the exporting
the various items, export of
manne products and forest
products secured the high-
est income. This fiscal year,
exportation primarily led
to Thailand through border
land and export volume of of
finishedindustrial goods was
the largest,” said the deputy
director.

Myanmar operates trad-
ing with China, Thailand,
India and other countries in
exportation of agricultural
produce, forest products,
marine products and other
items and importation of
fuel, cooking oil, steel wares,
fertilizers, dairy products and
other goods.

Floor price of sugarcane rises
to K95,000 per ton in the sugarcane
crushing season

Nay Pyi Taw February 11

This high season, the
floor price of sugarcane 1s
set at K95,000 per ton, and
the export volume of sugar-
cane 15 on the rise to China
via land border, smad CEC
member U Thein Tin Htoo of
Myanmar Sugar and Sugar-
cane Products Entrepreneurs
Association (Bago Region)

This season, sugarcane
price 15 set at K80,000 per
ton. But, Mongyei sugar mill
and Ngwey1 Pearl sugar mall
purchased 90,000 per ton
of sugarcane in Mongyai
Township of Lashio District
in northern Shan State. Cur-
rently, as export volume of
sugarcane to China is rising
through border trade route,

price of sugarcane increased

at 50,000 to K64,000 per
ton. This year, price of sugar
increases as well as ex-
port volume of sugarcane to
China is nising. So, price of
sugarcane is increased. As
Chinese authoerities eased
restrictions with opening
the border gates, Myanmar
drivers are allowed to drive
the trucks of commodities
into China. So, trade fl ow 15
speedier. Myanmar's sugar-
cane can be directly sent to

to K95,000 pertonin Febru- [FESes

ary 2023
“In the previous sug-

arcane crushing season,

price of sugarcane was set

the Chinese sugar mills,” he
added.

It 1s scheduled to ex-
port some 160,000 tons
of sugarcane to China via
Chinshwehaw border trade
camp this year, and some
300 truckloads of sugarcane
are being sent to Namhua
sugar mill in Meng Ding of
Yunnan Province on a daly
basis.

Sugarcane 15 planted in
Sagaing Fegion and north-

ern Shan State. Some sown
acreage are located in Bago
and Mandalay regions. The
whole country produces
some 300,000 tons of sugar
per year

A total of 23 sugar mills
and 129 small and medium
sugar mills are being operat-
ed across the nation to crush
sugarcane from products of
450,000 acres of sugarcane,
producing some 500,000

tons of sugar. ASH

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declanng themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CEPH, MUG and PDF terrornst groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteach-
ers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Mot encouraging, supporting, or assisting “ CRPH", "NUG", and "PDF" terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantam ount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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