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Myanmar observed that the report of the United Na-
tions Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict
with document no. ASTT/895-5/2023/363 was released
on 27 June 2023 and the Open Debate at the United MNa-
tions Security Council was organized on 5 July 2023,
Myanmar also found out that the Special Eepresentative
of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict
and certain countries made 1rresponsible references on
Myanmar at the debate.

It 15 disappointing to find that the distorted report
includes country-specific descniptions of Myanmar based
on biased narratives and unfounded allegations. Relisting
Myanmar armed forces 1n the Annex of the report dem-
onstrates a clear act of politicization as the author merely
includes numbers of alleged violations without verifiable
facts such as date, ime and place of incidents.

Myanmar never hesitates to recetve the complaints and
respond to the relevant UM entities. It has received only
five requests for information in connection with alleged
deaths and arrests of children durning the reporting period.
To utter dismay, Myanmar noted that the report inflated the
figures of alleged kalling and arrests from twelwve to thirty
times than the U actually verified with the Government.
And the rest of the figures contained in the report were

never verified with the country-concerned despite the TN

Myanmar’s Response to the report of the Secretary-General
on Children and Armed Conflict and its open debate

independent experts are required to verify the allegations to
the best extent possible. Myanmar has established the Com-
mittee on Prevention of Grave Violations against Children
in Armed Conflict under the leadership of the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Eelief and Eesettlement and the Commat-
tee has been implementing the Second MNational Action
Plan on the Prevention of Killing, Maming and Sezual
Violence against Children in Armed Conflict (2022-2023).
The complaint mechanism was also established along with
help line number (1566) to file the complaint.

On the other hand, the report tried to conceal the brutal
crimes committed by the NUG and PDF terronst groups
which claimed the lives of 97 children and injured 275
Besides, 9 hospitals and clinics and 140 schools and edu-
cational buildings were also attacked by so-called PDF
The report, however, only expresses their inhumane acts
just a speck in the universe and tried to cover up the bru-
tality of terrorist groups with such obscure expression as
“unidentified perpetrators”™.

Regarding the prevention of underage recruitment, the
Committee on Preventing of Underage Recruitment led by
the Ministry of Defense was established since 2011 and the
Committee has rendered its uninterrupted cooperation with
the UN Country Task Force on Moenitoring and Eeporting
(UN CTEFME.). Myanmar, nonetheless, concerns about the

independence and impartiality of the CTFME as 1t 1s not
transparent where its resources are coming from. There
are 2364 numbers of suspected minor cases submitted
by CTFME since 2013 while 1197 suspected cases were
delisted due to insufficient information. A total of 1057
underage individuals were discharged from Tatmadaw
and pumitive measures were taken against 475 responsible
military personnel Majority of underage recruitments
cases were taken place due to insuflicient civil documents
to identify the age of individuals and many of the cases
were date back to 2000s_ In fact, the CTFIME shared only
7 new cases of suspected minors during the reporting
perniod; nonetheless, 1t keeps the figure of 112 children in
the report by blending the old cases to maintain Myanmar
on the list attached to the annual report.

Eelisting Myanmar Armed Forces in the Annex of the
report and indicating further negative steps wouldnot help
the cooperation between Myanmar and the United Nations
to serve the best interests of children in the country My-
anmar further rejects the distorted figures and groundless
accusations contained in the report and calls for more
observed and constructive approach towards the matter.

Committee on Prevention of Grave Violations
against Children in Armed Conflict Myanmar
9% Tuly 2023

Labutta Township to grow tapioca plants
on 1,145 acres of land this monsoon

/9

; B "H..t.‘g
Labutta July 9 monsoon, said U Myo Aung,
A plan has been set to

Athir‘i"dn'g.i:apiifcsi\'i:lant'étinn: 4
e X 1".‘ T ‘ 2
Head of Township Agnicul-
grow 1,145 acres of tapi- ture Department.
oca plantations in Labutta This monsoon, Labutta
Township of Labutta District Township will cultivate

in Ayevawady Eegion this monsoon tapioca on 1,145

acres of land Such a plan oca for generating jobs for

will be launched in the sec- local people and increasing
ond week of July this year

“The Department of Ag-

one more agricultural pro-

duce for the region,” said

Giessen Eritrea
festival clashes
leave 26 police
officers injured

riculture aims to meet target
cultivation of tapioca and to
enable local farmers to have
awareness of systematic us-
age of fertilizers, pesticides
and weedicides, staff of the
department have gone nght
down to the fields to give ag-
ricultural techniques to local
farmers Those farmers have
a wide range of knowledge
about growing tapioca They

emphasize growing of tapi-

the head of township depart-
ment.

Atotal of 119 1ocal grow-
ers are engaged in growing
tapiocain Labutta Township
Such a plant can be harvest-
ed within four months The
tapioca tubers are distrib-
uted to Yangon market Last
cold season, tapioca fetched
KZ2,000 per wviss, as a cost-
effective measure for local

farmers. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Small-scale pig farming business
cost effective for increasing family
income in Shan State

Hopong July 9

Local people are conven-
1ent in operating pig farming
businesses on a manageable
scale in Hopong Township of
southern Shan State, accord-
ing to the Consumer Affairs
Department of Shan State
on 7 July

Local people in Hopong
Township are engaged in

manageable scale cultivation
of vegetables and breeding
of poultry, cows and buf-
falos.

Among these business-
es, local people emphasize
breeding of one-month age
piglets from hatching of
mother pigs at their farms

In the region, one-month

piglet fetches K130,000 to

K150,000, and pregnant pig
K350,000 to K400,000.
The breeders from the
regions with shortage of
feedstuffs sell month-age
pigs to the market. Female
pigs are reproduchive at six
month age, and flesh pig
can be sold at K600,000
te K700,000 depending on
sizes at six months period.

In Hopong, pork fetches
K18,000 per viss and 1n-
ner organs K15,000 per
viss. waste of pig can
be sold as natural ferti-
lizer for local agncultural
farms.

Az such, local people
can earn increased incomes
for their families through

breeding pigs. 336

Berlin July 9

Hundreds of German po-
lice have used batens and
pepper spray to quell crowds
targeting an Eritrean cultural
festival in the central town of
Giessen

The protesters were an-
gry that the festival went
ahead 1in Giessen, calling 1t
a propaganda exercise by the
authontarian Entrean regime.

A police statement said
clashes took place for hours
on Saturday, and that 26
police officers were injured.

Police arrestednearly 100
people and had to stop traffic
in the town centre

The police statement said

protesters threw bottles and

stones at police, damaged
some vehicles and nipped
down fencing around the
festival venue.

They also threw stones at
buses carrying participants
to the festival, the statement
said

Video on Twntter appears
to show crowds of protesters
engaged 1n running battles
with police 1n the town.

The town authorities had
tried to stop the festival go-
ing ahead after similar unrest
erupted last year, but a local
court overturned the ban.

Giessen has about 84,000
residents and lies roughly
50km (30 miles) north of
Frankfurt am Main. BEC
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30 local companies export over 62,000 tons
of rice and broken rice during

June in 2023-2024 FY

Nay Pyi Taw July 9
A total of 30 local com-

panies exported more than
62,000 tons of rice and

broken rice during June in
2023-2024 FY, according to
reports from the Myanmar
FRice Federation on July 6.

Eice and broken rice
from Myanmar are being
exported and sold monthly

to foreign customer markets

andup to 62,725 tons of rice
and broken rice: 27,569 tons
of rice and 35,156 tons of
broken rice, were exported
and sold.

EFice was exported to 22

countries and broken rice

| was exportedto 11 countries.

The rice and broken rice
were exported by sea trade
route and border trade route.
A total of 58,001 tons of
rice and broken rice were

exported by sea trade route

=~ and 4,724 tons of nce and
| broken rice were exported

. by berder trade route.

Myanmar 15 planning to
export and sell up to 2.5 mal-
lion tons of rice and broken
rice to foreign customer mar-

ketsin 2023-2024 FY - 336

and robbing.

LJ

*NUG”,

general public

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CEPH, NUG and FDF terrorist

groups are lawlessly kalling Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CERPH",
and “PDF" terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, 1sto protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition 15 tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Maungdaw border trade station achieve
a trade surplus in June

Maungdaw July 9
Maungdaw border trade
statton was only able to
fulfill more than thirty-eight
percent of 1ts target, but
was able to achieve a trade
surplus, according to reports
from Ministry of Commerce
released on July 6.
Maungdaw border trade
station 15 a border trade sta-
tion of Rakhine state that
conducts border trade opera-
tions with Bangladesh.
The Maungdaw border

trade station has targeted

to achieve export value of
U381 million, import value
of US$0.03 million in June,
and total trade volume of
T3$1.030 million.

In doing so, the border

trade staiion able to achieve

export value of US$0.386 |

million, impeort value of
TS50.10 million in JTune, and
the total trade amount was
TS$0.396 million.

It was only able to fulfill
38.44 percent of the trade
targeted 1n June, but 1t was

able to achieve a trade sur-

plus of US$0 376 million.
Goods are mainly ex-

ported through the Sittway-

Angumaw-Maungdaw route,

Vi

-

} . “\P
ar goes hng;hanq'lgg atlagetty, mq-hif_[gnngd‘a\w. G

\ -

and being exported and
sold to Bangladesh through
Kanyin Chaung Economic

Zone. 336

Plan to export 1,000 tons of avocado to
India in coming season

Mandalay July 9

Arrangements have be
made to export 1,000 tons of
avocado to India 1n coming
season due to offers of India,
said joint secretary U Myo
Nyunt of Myanmar Avecade
Growers and Exporters As-
sociation.

Avocado can be picked
out from MNovember 1n My-
anmar and t1ll February In-
dian fruit merchants’ society
has given offers to Myanmar
for purchasing avocado of

Myanmar 1n 2023-24 finan-

cial year

“We have decided to
export avocado to India in
coming season, As from
2019, some Indian mer-
chants arrived in Taunggyi
of Shan State to purchase
avocado. Myanmar had
showcased avocado at the
fruit show 1n India We
saw Indian people prefer
to eat Myanmar's avoca-
do. In fact, export qual-
ity avocado must meet the
standard sizes. Actually, we

will primanily export Haas

strain avocado to India”
the joint secretary of the
association.

In his clarification on
export process related to
Haas avocado fruits, U Myo
Nyunt continued, “We de-
cided to make arrangem ents
on export of the fruits to
Tamu border camp through
border trade route. Despite
receiving offers from some
European countries, we set
aside the plan to export
avocade to European market

due to high transport charge.

Now, we are focusing on
export of the fruits to Asian
market only.”

Some 20,000 acres of
land are under avocado
plants across the nation,
according to the statistics
in 2020. Although avocade
plants cannot be grown
in Chin State, number of
growers 15 on the rise 1n
other regions Currently,
export guality avocadoe
yields 5,000 to 10,000 tons
per acre.

185

MNA to launch
Mandalay-
Monywa-Myitkyina-
Mandalay flight on
10 July

Yangon July 9
Myanmar MNational Air-
lines issued a press release
on 6 July, stating that 1t will
launch Mandalay-Monywa-

|| Myitkyina-Mandalay flight,

.| centring Mandalay as from

10 July.

The airlines will use
ATE-600 airplane which
will leave Mandalay at 12.20

pm and arrive at 1245 pm in

Monywa.

The flight will depart
from Monywa at 1 pm and
land in Myitkyina at 2.05
pm. It will take off from
Myitkyina at 2.20 pm and ar-

rive back in Monywa at 3.25

pm_ Again, the airplane will
leave Monywa at 3.40 pm
and arrive back in Mandalay
at 4.05 pm.

The airlines uses ATE-
600 for operating Bhamo-
Lashio-Bhamo Hight starting
from 28 Tune.

Passengers may con-
tact the call centre of the
atrlines by dialing +951
378603~4~6~7~9 and
+851377840~1.

Passengers may check
booking tickets before pay-
ment through www flymna.
com or dial +951 378603-
04-06-07-08 and +951
377840-41-42 336
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