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13 arid districts hold monsoon tree-planting ceremonies

for 2025 through mass movements
Chairman of SAC Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
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SeniorGeneral\Min'Aung Hlainglgives|guidancejon

Nay Pyi Taw July 11

Sagaing Region, Mag-
way Region and Mandalay
Region in the central arid
zone of Myanmar are the
regions bearing the bulk of
the burden of climate change,
droughts and high tempera-
tures in the country. Hence,
climate change and dryness
must be addressed through
nature-based methods, es-
tablishment of tree planta-
tions, forest conservation,
cultivation of windbreakers
in rows, application of sus-
tainable planting systems,
and systematic management
of water resources.

The Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation
simultaneously launched
mass monsoon tree-planting
ceremonies for 2025 at the
designated places in 29 town-
ships of 13 arid districts
in Sagaing, Mandalay and

takes part in a ceremony an

i

Magway regions this morn-
ing. Chairman of State Ad-
ministration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing took part in
the ceremony held at Lein-
taw protective forest area,
Meiktila District, Mandalay
Region, and planted a tamar
sapling.

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the
Senior General were Joint
SAC Secretary General Ye

Win Oo, SAC member Gen- |

eral Nyo Saw, union minis-
ters, U Min Naung, U Hla
Moe, U Khin Maung Yi, Dr

and officials.

In his address delivered
in connection with the cer-
emonies in the 13 districts,
the Senior General said it is
the first, national level activ-
ity to green the arid areas of
upcountry. Tree-planting is a

beneficial deed for greening

Nyunt Pe, Mandalay Region -

Chief Minister U Myo Aung,
senior military officers from
Office of Commander-in-
Chief, district and township
level departmental officials,
local elders from Meiktila
District, the Central Com-
mand commander, deputy
ministers, teachers, students
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and improving the environ-
ment. Especially, 13 districts
including the areas along
Meiktila are facing arid cli-
mate every year. In 2024,
Bagan, Chauk, Yenanchaung
and Minbu were recorded as
areas with highest tempera-
tures.

During the trip to the
Chauk area, the Senior Gen-
eral experienced extremely
hot weather. People face
hardships every time the
temperature rises high. One

. of the ways to effectively

= bring down the temperatures

is tree planting. The world

¢ is facing climate change and

various kinds of natural dis-
asters. Natural disasters are
uncontrollable, but can be
alleviated through advanced
preventive measures. The
planted trees will not im-
mediately bring down the
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temperatures, but they will
provide a cool shelter that
will alleviate temperatures.
Green and vibrant scenes
give pleasure and cool the
minds and hearts of the peo-
ple. Since its assumption of
the State responsibilities, the
government has been hold-

ing tree-planting activities
in the length and breadth of
the country annually, and the
Tatmadaw is doing the same.
These activities are beneficial
for the country.

Today, 34,950 trees will
be grown in the 13 dry dis-
tricts, at the venues where
previous tree-planting cer-
emonies were held. But they
fail to produce benefits as
expected due to low existence
rate and illegal logging for
local demand. Tree-planting
ceremonies need time, labour
and financial expense. Hence,

all must grow and protect
the trees carefully for the
survival of ever planted sap-
ling. Responsible personnel
should protect and conserve
the saplings with goodwill
for the thriving of every tree.

Forest area is declin-
ing in Myanmar which now

hrecsplantingiceremonyimMNICIkIaDIStrce

covers only about 42.9% at
present. Efforts are being
made through tree-planting
movements to restore the
50% forest cover. Although
the planted trees will not
produce immediate results,
they will benefit mankind in
the coming sev