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Ceremony where President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing gives guidance to students of
the Five-Year Education Degree Course (Batch 8) of the
University for Development of the National Races held
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President U Min Aung Hlaing gives guidance to students of the Five-Year Education Degree Course (Batch 8)

of the University for Development of the National Races.

Nay Pyi Taw October 22

A ceremony where Presi-
dent of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar U Min
Aung Hlaing gave guidance
to the students of the Five-
Year Education Degree Course
(Batch 8) of the University
for Development of the Na-
tional Races took place at the
Ngu Shwe Wah Hall of the
Presidential Residence this
afternoon.

Also present on the occa-
sion were Vice Presidents U
Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye, Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, union ministers,
senior military officers from
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Nay Pyi Taw
Council chairman, the Nay Pyi
Taw Command commander,
deputy ministers, officials, the
rector and faculty members of
the UDNR.

In his guidance, the Presi-
dent said with the aim of gen-
erating good education staff
who are able to consolidate
national solidarity and ensure
socioeconomic development
of the nationalities, the State
opened the Academy for De-
velopment of the National
Races on 20 October 1964, and
upgraded the academy into the
University for Development
of the National Races on 10
May 1991.

To this date, the UDNR
has brought about a total of
14,698 teachers. Students at
this ceremony will complete
their course soon, and will
have to serve the duties of

the State. Hence, they must
practically use their academic
knowledge and professional
skills that they have learned
and mastered to shape the
future of young persons of
the places they are assigned
to. Teachers must be aware of
the fact that they are not solely
responsible for educating their
pupils, but also need to build
their moral character and help
them achieve their life goals.
Teachers are the shapers of
human destiny.

Education is the founda-
tion of personal development
as well as that of community
development. Only a fully edu-
cated society will be able to
ensure long-term progress of
economic, social. health and
technology sectors.

Hence, the State is prior-
itizing the education sector,
allotting 9.22 percent of its
budget for FY 2026-2027 if
education expenses of other
ministries are added to the
original allotment for the edu-
cation sector which is 6.92
percent of the total budget. The
State has targeted to increase
up to 10 percent for the educa-
tion sector in the coming FY
and 15 percent in the following
year. The government in office
targets to increase the educa-
tion budget up to 20 percent.

The government is also
making it a priority to enable
all school children to attend
classes, and to allow students
who have completed middle
school to pursue education
at mechanical, agricultural,
and livestock high schools.

It is paving a way for quali-
fied students of the vocation
schools to pursue education in
universities. It is also materi-
alizing non-formal education
for youths, who are out of
school due to various reasons,
to enable them to resume their
studies.

Upon arriving at their as-
signed regions, students at this
ceremony must strive toward
ensuring that all school-age
children have access to educa-
tion, that out-of-school youth
can resume their learning, and
that parents and local com-
munities actively participate
in these efforts.

“You cannot carve a
sculpture out of rotten wood.”
Likewise, the qualification of
teachers plays a pivotal role
in setting up a high standard
education. A teacher should be
able to effectively disseminate
his knowledge to his pupils.
So, teachers must upgrade
their education qualifications
through constant studies. In
teaching, rather than relying
solely on rote memorization,
educators must guide students
to develop their thinking, criti-
cal analysis, and creative skills.
By connecting lessons to real-
life situations, students will be
able to practically apply the
knowledge they have acquired
within their communities.

Like the slogan “National
discipline starts at school”
schools are the basic grounds
where disciplined and respon-
sible youths are born. Teach-
ers must be careful with their
conduct, behavior, and morals
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to serve as a model for their
students. They must be fair,
sincere and enthusiastic in
dealing with all their students.

Myanmar is a country with
diverse nationalities, languag-
es and cultures. This diversity
has enriched cultural heritage
of'the country, serving as valu-
able resources. Hence, mutual

understanding, respect, trust
and unity between nationalities
must be further consolidated.

The Union Spirit means
loving one's own ethnicity,
language, and culture while
respecting and valuing the
cultures and traditions of other
ethnic nationalities, adding that
working together for the com-
mon good further strengthens
the Union Spirit.

He expressed his belief that
through five years of study-
ing together at the University
for the Development of the
National Races, the gradu-
ates have fostered mutual

et ..
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President U Min Aung Hlaing cordially g

friendship and internalized
the Union Spirit; he therefore
urged them to serve as role
models to cultivate affection,
mutual understanding, and
solidarity among ethnic peo-
ple in their assigned regions.
In line with the adage "' To-
day’s Youth, Tomorrow’s
Leaders," youths are the new
generation who will shoulder
state responsibilities in the
future; hence, the development
of youth education, mindset,
and capabilities is crucial for
the nation's future, noting that
according to the 2024 Popu-
lation and Housing Census,
youths aged 15 to 24 account
for over 16 percent of the
country's population.
Therefore, he urged the
graduates to uncover the tal-
ents of hidden youths in their
assigned regions, nurturing
them not only to be rich in
knowledge, skills, and moral-
ity, but also to develop physi-
cal fitness, mental resilience,
and sound social relations;
encouraging youths to strive
with goals for their future
while guiding them to become

H R

valuable contributors to their
families, regions, and society.

As the graduates will soon
become civil servants, it is es-
sential for them to understand
and abide by relevant laws,
rules, and workplace ethics; a
good civil servant must pos-
sess expertise, dutifulness,
integrity, and goodwill toward
the public, and in accordance
with the conviction "Only
good civil servants make
a good nation," they are
urged to fulfill their duties with
goodwill, passion, and self-
sacrifice, noting particularly
that teachers hold the respect

and reliance of students and
parents alike.

He emphasized that in
their assigned regions, they
must nurture their students
to become talented and good
citizens who possess the Five
Strengths—Physical, Intel-
lectual, Moral, Social, and
Financial—and practice the
Five Duties of a Teacher to
train students to distinguish
right from wrong and respect
social ethics; work together to
strengthen mutual affection,
unity, and Union Spirit by
respecting ethnic traditions
and cultural heritage; and as
education staff shaping the
nation's future, uphold Our
Three Main National Causes,
serve the interests of the State
and the public with their teach-
ing expertise, and faithfully
discharge their duties with
full goodwill, concluding his
speech with warm wishes for
all graduates to become reli-
able national treasures for the
future of the nation.

Afterward, a Shan girl Ma
May Thwe Phoo from Hsi
Hseng Township, Pa-O Self-
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reets students.

Administered Zone, Southern
Shan State, delivered a speech
of thanks on behalf of the stu-
dents of the Five-Year Educa-
tion Degree Course (Batch
8) of the University for the
Development of the National
Races.

Then, two student rep-
resentatives presented a
commemorative gift to the
President.

Afterward, the President
posed for a documentary group
photo together with the attend-
ees and students, and cordially
greeted and encouraged each
student individually.  MNA
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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the ceremony to honour growers, producers and exporters
of “Myanmar Pawsan” which won the World’s Best Rice-2026 and the opening of the workshop on future plans
for sustainable development.

Nay Pyi Taw October 22

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing delivered
an address at the ceremo-
ny to honour World’s Best
Rice-2026 winning Myanmar
Pawsan growers, producers
and exporters in conjunction
with opening the workshop
on future plans for sustain-
able development at the Con-
vocation Hall of the Yezin
University of Agriculture in
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area
this morning and presented
awards to winners.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Vice Presidents
U Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni

Ni Aye, Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services General
Ye Win Oo, Union ministers
and Union-level dignitaries,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
Chairman, senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief, the
commander of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, deputy ministers,
the president and members
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, agricultural experts,
researchers, farmers, Myan-
mar Pawsan producers and
exporters, intellectuals and
intelligentsia, teachers and
students who will attend the

workshop.

At the outset, youths from
the Myanmar Rice Federation
presented a song titled “Only
when agricultural sector de-
velops will economy boost”
as part of honouring Myan-
mar Pawsan rice which won
the World’s Best Rice-2026
award.

At the opening address,
the President said that the
ceremony served both to
celebrate a proud milestone
not only for Myanmar’s ag-
ricultural sector but also for
its citizens, and as a work-
shop to deliberate on future
action plans for the sustain-
able development of Myan-

yer

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes an exhibition booth

mar Pawsan rice. Myanmar
Pawsan Hmwe rice win-

ning the World’s Best Rice- i

2026 award for the second
time at the International Rice
Conference held in Manila,
Philippines, on 9 October

was a proud achievement for

the entire nation. Although
Myanmar Pawsan is a world-
class variety, its presence in
the international market had
dimmed over time due to vari-
ous reasons. Consequently,
driven by the conviction that
Myanmar Pawsan must ex-
perience a renaissance and
through vigorous advocacy
to penetrate the global market,
the concerted efforts of re-
sponsible officials culminated
in this global recognition.
Securing this title for the
second time—15 years after
its first win in 2011—stands
as international reaffirma-
tion of Myanmar Pawsan’s

| exceptional quality, aroma,
. and taste.

The country possesses a
history of rice cultivation dat-
ing back thousands of years
and is rich in rice genetic
resources; that holding rice
varieties with exceptional

~J aroma and eating quality, such

as Pawsan Hmwe and Ngaky-
we, 1s an invaluable natural
heritage; that the native home
of Myanmar Pawsan is the
Ayeyawady Region, and since
the Pawsan Hmwe variety
was first bred through selec-

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at the ceremony
to honour growers, producers and exporters of “Myanmar
Pawsan” which won the World’s Best Rice-2026 and opening
of the workshop on future plans for sustainable development

tive cultivation methods at
the Myaungmya Agricultural
Farm in 1944, it now boasts
a history spanning over 80
years; and that localized va-
rieties later developed, with
Pawsan from Myaungmya,
Pyapon, Pathein, Yekyi, and
Shwebo becoming widely
renowned for their distinctive
taste and fragrant aroma.
Looking at the global rice
market, Japan's high-quality
rice, Thailand's Hom Mali, In-
dia's Basmati, and Vietnam's
ST25 are internationally rec-
ognized as their countries'
distinctive rice varieties, suc-
cessfully establishing strong
market value. Similarly, eve-
ryone must strive to make

monsoon paddy season, ap-
proximately 1.3 million acres
of Paw san paddy were cul-
tivated nationwide, yielding
over 78 million baskets. If
high-quality Pawsan rice can
be exported as premium rice,
it will not only boost foreign
exchange earnings but also
ensure that farmers receive
fair prices and incomes.

It was emphasized that
to sustain the quality of
Myanmar's Pawsan rice in
the long term, selecting and
producing high-quality pure
seeds and maintaining qual-
ity during cultivation are
crucial; that soil and climate
are particularly vital for pre-
serving rice quality and must

President U Min Aung Hlaing presenting an honorary
medal to an official from the Myanmar Pawsan cultiva-

tion and production sector.

Myanmar Pawsan a premium
national brand that reflects
the dignity and prestige of
Myanmar. The President also
noted that everyone is well
aware of how, during his visits
abroad (to Russia, China, and
Vietnam), opportunities at
bilateral business forums were
taken to actively highlight and
promote the value of Myan-
mar Pawsan rice.

Myanmar has historically
been renowned for its rice
production and exports, once
famously referred to as the
"Rice Bowl of Asia." It was
reported that during the 2025

be prioritized; that suitable
varieties should be systemati-
cally selected, produced, and
distributed based on local
soil and water conditions,
climate, yield, eating quality,
and market demand; and that
the remaining varieties must
be systematically conserved
in seed banks for future breed-
ing programmes.

These processes must
be led by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation, with collaborative
efforts among researchers,
experts, farmers, and relevant
organizations. See Page 15
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Vice-President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye observes the Vidura Jataka
Competition at the 27" Myanmar Traditional Cultural
Performing Arts Competition

Vice-President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye observes the Vidura Jataka Competition at the 27" Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competition.

Nay Pyi Taw October 22

Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye, Pa-
tron of the Organizing Com-
mittee for the 27" Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Perform-
ing Arts Competition (2026),
attended and watched the
performance of the “Vidura”
Jataka, one of the Ten Great
Jatakas, at the open-air thea-
tre of the Nay Pyi Taw City
Hall under the Nay Pyi Taw
Development Committee this
evening.

Union ministers, the Nay
Pyi Taw Council chairman,
the chairman of the Anti-

Corruption Commission,
senior military officers and
their wives, deputy ministers,
members of the Nay Pyi
Taw Council, departmental
officials, members of the
judging panels, supervisors,
coaches, competing teams
from regions and states, staff
members and their families,
and members of the public
who are interested in the arts
also attended and watched the
competition.

First, the Vice-President
warmly greeted the veteran
artists serving as judges for

the Jataka performance com-
petition.

The Vice-President then
joined the audience in watch-
ing the performance of the
Vidura Jataka by the “Man
Shwe Vidura” troupe repre-
senting Mandalay Region.
The contestants performed
each scene in accordance
with the original script, incor-
porating traditional verses,
poetic compositions, Ratu
poems and moral teachings,
along with graceful dance
movements. They adapted
traditional musical forms,

including Pat Pyo, Kyo and
Thachinkhan, to suit the
changing moods and devel-
opments of the story. They
also demonstrated the art
of singing through Ratu,
Yagan and Lay Hsat, the
art of crying to portray sor-
row and grief, and the art of
speech to captivate listen-
ers. Throughout the per-
formance, they maintained
proper phrasing and delivery
in accordance with the script,
upheld traditional Myanmar
theatrical conventions and
combined them with creative

elements.

The Vidura Jataka is the
ninth of the Ten Great Jata-
kas. The performance aims
to help audiences understand
the benefits of wisdom found-
ed on pure and upright moral
conduct; learn about and
practise the four principles
of Sadhunara; recognize and
avoid the harmful effects and
consequences of gambling;
and cultivate the virtues of
good people and the Seven
Noble Treasures through
watching and appreciating
the Vidura Jataka.

At the 27" Myanmar Tra-
ditional Cultural Performing
Arts Competition (2026), the
Vidura Jataka competition
featured the “Taw Win Otha-
ma Mahar Thabin” troupe
representing Bago Region
on October 21 and the “Man
Shwe Vidura” troupe rep-
resenting Mandalay Region
today. From October 23 to
25, troupes representing Mon
State, Sagaing Region and
Yangon Region will continue
to perform on their respective
scheduled dates.

MNA

Systematic demolition of illegal building
used in online scam/gambling in Shwe Kokko
(Part-1I) continues

Nay Pyi Taw October 22

The government has
placed emphasis on combat
against online scams and
gambling as a national respon-
sibility and carried out total
and systematic demolition
of illegal buildings in Shwe

\ - i

Before demolition.

Kokko, where majority of on-
line scams and gambling were
operated, so that they cannot
be used again in such crimes.

In doing so, continued
demolition of a 5-storey
building to be knocked down
with the use of machinery

- - -
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completed 70 percent today

while that of another 5-stodey
building completed 15
percent so far.

Out of 63 buildings to be
demolished in Shwe Kokko
(Part-II), 25 were classified
to be knocked down with

bl ~ i L
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Systematic demolition continues on a S-story building used for online gambling operations in Shwe Kokko Part-II.
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Demolition using heavy machinery.

the use of machinery, four
to be detonated and 34 to be
brought down manually floor
by floor due to their proxim-
ity of residential buildings
and systematic demolition
works were being carried out.
Demolition of four buildings

to be detonated and that of the
two buildings to be knocked
down with the use of ma-
chinery completed and plans
were underway to systemati-
cally demolish the remaining
57 buildings.

In cooperation with

neighboring and regional
countries, the government
has placed a special emphasis
on total eradication of online
scams and gambling, which
has posed a threat to the
global socioeconomic arena

and national security. 100
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From Page 13

At the same time, priority
must be given to reducing
production costs and ensur-
ing consistent quality by ap-
plying scientific techniques
to planting schedules, ir-
rigation and drainage, soil
improvement, and pest and
disease control. Furthermore,
digital agriculture, precision
agriculture, and data-driven
farming technologies should
be adopted incrementally to
suit the country's conditions.
Phased action plans should
be developed through discus-
sions held during the day's
workshop.

The President acknowl-
edged that in the research
sector, collaborative projects
with JICA conducted from
2018 to 2024 successfully
developed the new varie-
ties "Yezin Pawsan-1" and
"Yezin Pawsan-2" for year-
round cultivation and high
yields. It was further empha-
sized that these achievements
must reach farmers' fields and
be put into practice so that
both farmers and the general
public can fully benefit from
research outcomes.

The primary driving
force behind this success
was the hard work and
dedication of the farmers
working out in the fields,
and heartfelt congratula-
tions were extended to all
of them. It was emphasized
that this award should serve
as a prime opportunity to

increase farmers' income,
but producing high-quality
paddy alone is not enough;
securing fair prices, cutting
production costs, and link-
ing directly with markets are
equally essential. Therefore,
forming farmer collective
groups to encourage collec-
tive farming, pooled purchas-
ing, and joint selling should
be promoted. Connecting the
harvested paddy directly to
millers and exporters through
forward-purchasing contracts
would provide farmers with
stronger market guarantees.
Priority must also be placed
on building a robust value
chain among farmers, traders,
rice millers, and exporters.
In today's international
rice market, while increas-
ing production volume re-
mains essential, quality, food
safety, packaging, and brand
trust have become increas-
ingly critical. Therefore, to
gain greater international
recognition for "Myanmar
Pawsan," a branding strate-
gy must be established based
on quality consistency, trace-
ability of origin, and building
consumer trust. It was also
stressed that varietal mixing
and substandard quality must
be prevented in products
marketed under the Paw San
name. To protect the brand's
reputation, geographical in-
dication systems should be
studied and implemented,
which would ultimately safe-
guard the interests of Myan-

@R

mar's entire rice sector.

It was stated that for My-
anmar Pawsan to maintain
a sustainable presence in
international markets, prior-
ity must be given not only to
boosting production volume,
but also to food safety, qual-
ity standards, and brand trust.
Therefore, standards such as
Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP), Good Manufactur-
ing Practices (GMP), and
HACCP should be applied as
needed, while strengthening
quality-testing laboratories
and certification systems.
It was further emphasized
that in competitive markets,
simply growing crops natu-
rally does not automatically
qualify them as organic prod-
ucts; producers must fulfill
and verify compliance with
relevant official standards.

All stakeholders must
participate in preventing
varietal mixing and qual-
ity adulteration to ensure a
strong market position for
rice sold under the name
"Myanmar Pawsan." Ef-
forts must also continue
toward discovering and
expanding into new inter-
national markets, reaching
new consumers through on-
line platforms, international
food exhibitions, and the
hospitality and food ser-
vice sectors. Furthermore,
in implementing the rice
export targets for the current
2026-2027 fiscal year, the
role of high-grade rice must

be elevated. Achieving these
objectives requires collective
cooperation, and relevant or-
ganizations need to draft and
execute practical operational
plans grounded in quality
seed production, high-grade
cultivation acreage, produc-
tion costs, farmer income,
and international market
access.

Winning the World’s Best
Rice award for the second
time by Myanmar Pawsan is
a historic, proud milestone
for Myanmar’s agricultural
sector. This achievement
represents global recogni-
tion of the unique quality of
Myanmar’s soil, water, and
indigenous paddy varieties,
as well as the concerted ef-
forts of farmers, experts, and
entrepreneurs.

The State extends its pro-
found appreciation and con-
gratulations to all farmers,
agriculturalists, researchers,
millers, merchants, exporters,
and relevant organizations
who dedicated their efforts
toward this success.

It was noted that, build-
ing upon this achievement,
today's workshop is expected
to establish and implement
concrete goals to further
enhance the quality of Myan-
mar Pawsan, foster sustain-
able development, secure a
strong footing in the interna-
tional market, and boost the
income of farmers.

A call was made urging
the government, the private

(Statement and Local News)

sector, experts, and farmers
to collaborate in unity to turn
the vision of "A New Era
for Myanmar Pawsan'' into
practical success.

The President then pre-
sented honorary medals to
officials and farmers from
various sectors, including
the Pawsan export promo-
tion sector, research sector,
sustainable development
sector, and cultivation and
production sector.

Next, U Ye Min Aung,
president of the Myanmar
Rice Federation (MRF),
handed over the "World’s
Best Rice — 2026" award to
the President.

Following this, U Min
Naung, Union Minister for
Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation, elaborated on the
details of Myanmar Pawsan
winning the award and the
plans for its sustainable de-
velopment.

The MRF president then
explained the competition
and the winning of the award,
after which the President and
attendees watched a video re-
cord of the 2026 International
World Rice Conference.

The Union Minister for
Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation then presented a
commemorative gift directly
to the President in honor of
Myanmar Pawsan winning
the World’s Best Rice Award
for 2026.

Subsequently, the MRF
president handed over re-

volving funds totaling K3.25
billion to Dr Ye Tint Tun,
Deputy Minister for Agri-
culture, Livestock and Irriga-
tion. This comprised K1.25
billion from the revolving
fund for the rice seed sector,
K1 billion from the revolv-
ing fund for Pawsan seed
production, and K1 billion to
upgrade the Thayaungchaung
Farm (Pathein) and the
Myaungmya Research Farm
to establish them as modern
Centers of Excellence (CoE)
for Pawsan seed production
and research development.

A farmer representing
Pawsan cultivators and ex-
porters then spoke, highlight-
ing the need for state support
in Pawsan production, efforts
to scale up edible oil crop
yields, and expressing grati-
tude for the state's recogni-
tion and honours bestowed
upon farmers.

The President and the
attendees then took a com-
memorative group photo.

Following the ceremony,
the President and attendees
toured documentary photo
booths displaying Pawsan
seminars; export records
of Myanmar Pawsan, par-
boiled rice, white rice, and
broken rice; paddy research
activities; as well as ongoing
research on pulses, maize,
oilseed, kitchen crops, rub-
ber, oil palm, and coffee. The
President listened to the brief-
ings by officials and gave
necessary guidance. MNA

In commemoration of the Full Moon Day
of Kason (Buddha Day) on 30 April 2026, the
President of the Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar, in consideration of humanitarian concerns

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is seen communicating by telephone with her son, Mr. Kim Aris
(also known as Ko Htein Linn).
and as an expression of the State’s goodwill
and benevolence, granted Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, who is currently serving her term in Nay

with one sealed envelope and a sealed

sentence at the designated residence.
On 3 August 2026, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi was permitted to meet
with Mr. Arnaud De Baecque, Head
of the Delegation of the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
to Myanmar. On 19 October 2026,
officials from the Ministry of Home
Affairs met with Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and handed over two books along

diplomatic pouch sent by King Charles
IIT of the United Kingdom.

On 22 October 2026, from 1430
Pyi Taw Prison, to serve the remainder of her hours to 1450 hours, Daw Aung San

Suu Kyi was permitted to communicate
by telephone with her son, Mr. Kim
Aris (also known as Ko Htein Linn),
through the Embassy of Myanmar
in London. The communication was
facilitated on humanitarian grounds,
in accordance with the standards and
procedures of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and
as a special measure exercised under
the powers vested in the President of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw
22 October 2026

people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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