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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlalng addresses 2026 International Literacy Day

@R

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers an address at the 2026 International Literacy Day.

Nay Pyi Taw September 8

The 2026 International
Literacy Day was observed
at the Convocation Hall of
the Naypyitaw State Acad-
emy in Nay Pyi Taw this
morning, addressed by Presi-
dent of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar U Min
Aung Hlaing.

On arrival at the venue,
the President was warmly
welcomed by officials and
students.

The President and at-
tendees toured the booths
at the 2026 International
Literacy Day commemora-
tive exhibition with keen
interest.

Also present on the occa-
sion together with the Presi-
dent were Vice Presidents U
Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye, Speaker of Pyithu

Hluttaw U Khin Yi, Speaker
of Amyotha Hluttaw U Aung
Lin Dwe, Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Service
General Ye Win Oo, union
ministers and union level
dignitaries, senior military
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief,
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
chairman, the Nay Pyi Taw
Command commander, dep-
uty ministers, the secretary-
general of the Myanmar
National Commission for
UNESCO and distinguished
academics, departmental
personnel, teachers, students
and invited guests.

The ceremony com-
menced with a dance to
the accompaniment of the
song “Education for All”
staged by students from
No. 6 Basic Education High

School, Zabuthiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw.

In his address, the
President said the histo-
ry of Myanmar’s literacy
campaign began with the
Three Rs (Reading, Writ-
ing, and Arithmetic) activity
launched in East Sanpya
village, Meiktila District,
in 1964. The Three Rs cam-
paign, launched through
mass involvement as a na-
tional movement, stands as
a successful milestone in the
educational history.

Due to the mass involve-
ment all across the country,
the literacy movement in
Myanmar won the Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi Prize of
the UNESCO in 1973, and
the Noma Literacy Prize
in 1983. Myanmar’s literacy
campaign was international

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the 2026 International Literacy Day
commemorative exhibition.

recognized with due respect.
Hence, these successes were
the historic milestones for
all of us to be proud of. Be-
sides, people must see them
as the clarion calls for the
continuation of the literacy
campaign.

Literacy is a fundamen-
tal, inherent right of every
human being. It is also the
driving force essential for
human resources develop-
ment. Only literate individu-
als can truly survive, devel-
op, and thrive in life through
the knowledge they have ac-
quired. Moreover, they will
be able to fully participate in
the human society by pursu-
ing academic and general
knowledge and through cor-
rect decision-making ability.
In this regard, the State is
promoting the education
sector as a special priority
in accord with the motto
“Let us ensure education
sector for the development
of the Nation.” The Educa-
tion Ministry is successfully
implementing basic literacy
programs to ensure that eve-
ryone becomes literate. The
Ministry should continue its
basic literacy programs with
greater momentum.

The 2014 population
and housing census shows
that out of a population of

| 33.93 million people aged

15 and above, approximately
3.55 million were illiter-
ate, with a literacy rate of
89.5 percent; and accord-
ing to the inter census in

2019, out of a population of
37.26 million people aged
15 and above, around 4.1
million were illiterate, with
a literacy rate of 89.1 per-
cent, and a numeracy rate of
89.5 percent.

The President noted that
literacy rates remain low
among the public in rural

8 and remote areas of the

country. He mentioned that
while the "3Rs" (Reading,
Writing, and Arithmetic)
literacy campaign achieved
success in eradicating il-
literacy nationwide in the
past, renewed emphasis has
been placed on promoting
literacy among all residents
in rural and remote regions
today. Consequently, he
highlighted with satisfaction
that according to the 2024
census, Myanmar's literacy
rate has reached 92.1 per-
cent, and numeracy rate has
reached 92.3 percent. He

9-9-2026

ment for society as a whole,
as well as for the nation and
the world.

He noted that the Minis-
try of Education is placing
emphasis on implementing
non-formal education and
equivalence programs for
those who missed formal
schooling, alongside formal
education.

He stated that non-for-
mal education equivalence
programs, such as Non-
Formal Primary Education
(NFPE) for children who
missed or dropped out of
primary school, and Non-
Formal Middle Education
(NFME) for youth who com-
pleted primary education but
were unable to pursue mid-
dle school, are actively be-
ing provided. Emphasizing
that these initiatives serve
as a vital "second chance"
for out-of-school youth, he
called on the Ministry of

o ©
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President U Min Aung Hlaing presents award to a
winner of the 2026 International Literacy Day higher
education level essay competition.

urged all concerned to con-
tinue striving as a national
duty to effectively reduce the
remaining illiterate popula-
tion year by year.

He stated that UN-
ESCQ's theme for Interna-
tional Literacy Day this year
is "Literacy for people, the
planet, and prosperity."
He noted that under this
theme, individual literacy
serves as a vital resource
that drives political, peace,
social, economic, cultural,
and environmental develop-

Education and regional and
state governments to coor-
dinate seamlessly in their
implementation.

He urged ethnic litera-
ture associations, officials
from the Ministry of Border
Affairs and the Ministry of
Ethnic Affairs, and regional
and state governments to
collaborate with the Min-
istry of Education to pro-
mote literacy, numeracy, and
writing skills among ethnic
populations in remote areas.

See Page 13
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CStatement and Local News)

Nay Pyi Taw September 8

At the invitation of His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech
Preah Boromneath NORODOM SIHAMONI, King of the
Kingdom of Cambodia, President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar His Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing
will pay a State Visit to the Kingdom of Cambodia in
the near future.

During the visit, the President of Myanmar will

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar H.E.

U Min Aung Hlaing to make State Visit to the Kingdom of Cambodia

meet with the President of the Senate (Acting Head of tion of the existing friendly relations, promotion of

State) of Cambodia and hold bilateral talks, meet with

the Prime Minister of Cambodia and the President of governments, parliaments and peoples, as well as

the National Assembly of Cambodia. Furthermore, the
itinerary includes visits to prominent sites and ancient
pagodas.

During the visit, the President will hold cordial

discussion and exchange views on further consolida-

mutually beneficial cooperation between the two

cooperation across economic, cultural, and various
other sectors.
The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers
and officials during the visit.
MNA

During the 63" session of the Human Rights Council,
being held in Geneva from 7 September to 9 October
2026, an enhanced interactive dialogue on the report of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) and the report of the so-called Independent
Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) took place
on 7 September.

Myanmar has never recognized the so-called [IMM
since its inception. It is found that this mechanism itself
has numerous weaknesses on legal grounds (legal short-
comings) and was established with a politically motivated
objective of exerting political pressure on a sovereign state.

The IIMM originated from the so-called Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar (FFM),
which was established in 2018. The FFM was created
through a unilateral decision by the OHCHR without the
country consent. Subsequently, based on the findings of the
FFM, and under the pretext that a more robust mechanism
was needed to preserve evidence, the so-called [IMM was
established in 2018 pursuant to the Human Rights Council
Resolution 39/2.

The Human Rights Council (HRC) is a subsidiary
organ of the United Nations established by United Na-

Myanmar’s position on' the so-called TIMM

tions General Assembly Resolution (A/RES/60/251).
The mandate of the HRC is limited to submitting a report
to General Assembly consolidating resolutions adopted
within a specified period, as well as recommendations
for the further development of international laws in the
field of human rights. It has not been vested with the le-
gal mandate/authority to establish any legal, judicial, or
investigative mechanism against a country. Therefore, the
HRC Resolution 39/2 establishing the [IMM is a blatant
violation of both the UN Charter and General Assembly
Resolution A/RES/60/251, which established the HRC.

The IIMM is merely a consequence of targeted, one-
sided, and politically motivated resolutions adopted by
the HRC. The IIMM is being used as a political tool by
a particular country or a group of countries or regions.

On the other hand, it is observed that there are no
clear provisions regarding the duration of the [IMM’s
mandate. Furthermore, its Terms of Reference (ToR) state
that IIMM may, as its own discretion, accept funding
from UN resources and donor countries. Such a provision
could potentially lead to the misuse of funds and a lack of
transparency in financial management.

Additionally, the [IMM's annual report (A/HRC/63/19)

is found, as in previous years, to be based on one-sided
allegations against the Myanmar Tatmadaw, unverified
and inaccurate information from opposition organizations
and individuals, and inflated statistics and figures. Such
misguided characterization of the situation in Myanmar
could not only contribute to violence and instability but
also hinder the Government's efforts to maintain peace and
stability in the country.

Regarding the alleged airstrikes and operations,
counter-terrorism operations are conducted solely against
military targets in accordance with Rules of Engagement
(RoE). These operations respond to violent seizures of cer-
tain towns and villages by insurgents and terrorist groups to
defend the State and protect public safety. The Tatmadaw
exercises maximum restraint to avoid civilian harm.

Therefore, Myanmar reaffirms its strong objection
to the mandate of the so-called IIMM and categorically
rejects all of its publications and statements, including
its Eighth Annual Report submitted to the Human Rights
Council.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
9 September 2026

From Page 12
Furthermore, he emphasized
that individuals should not
merely be content with ba-
sic literacy and specialized
skills, but must actively read
to acquire knowledge and
enrich their lives. Highlight-
ing state efforts to promote
library development and
foster a reading culture na-
tionwide, he stressed that
learning is an endless pur-
suit, calling for collective
efforts to ensure that literate
citizens continue to read and
build a society grounded in
lifelong learning.

The Ministry of Educa-
tion's sustained efforts to
eradicate illiteracy have
yielded significant achieve-

ments in 2026, particularly
in targeted townships across
Kayah State, Mon State, and
eastern Shan State through
collaborative basic literacy
initiatives. These successes
were driven by the active
participation and support
of respective state govern-
ments, alongside local com-
munities who recognized
literacy as essential for
personal advancement and
engaged enthusiastically.
Furthermore, basic educa-
tion teachers deserve high
commendation and gratitude
for generously dedicating
their personal time alongside
their regular duties with
goodwill to assist locals in
achieving literacy.

It was emphasized that
literacy not only expands
knowledge and understand-
ing but also raises the stand-
ard of living for individuals.
In line with the principle
of "Education for All"
efforts must be intensified
to implement basic literacy
programmes, continuing
education, and non-formal
primary education and non-
formal middle education
initiatives to ensure that all
citizens, including those
in rural and remote areas,
become literate. To achieve
success in these endeavours,
it was urged that relevant
ministries, volunteers, and
all parents and citizens work
together in unity. Through

literacy, everyone was en-
couraged to march forward
together toward a peaceful,
prosperous, and developed
new nation.

Subsequently, the Presi-
dent presented awards to the
winners of the 2026 Interna-
tional Literacy Day higher
education level essay com-
petition. The first prize win-
ner was Maung Saing Thu
Htwe from Dawei Educa-
tion Degree College (Fourth
Year, Science Stream); the
second prize winner was
Ma Ju Ju Khine from Man-
dalay Education Degree
College (Fourth Year, Sci-
ence Stream); and the third
prize winner was Maung
Zaw Hlaing Myo from My-

eik University (Third Year,
Honours, Chemistry).

Following this, Vice
President U Nyo Saw pre-
sented awards to the first,
second, and third prize win-
ners of the 2026 Interna-
tional Literacy Day higher
education level poetry com-
petition. Vice President Daw
Nan Ni Ni Aye presented
awards to the winners of the
basic education level essay
competition, while Union
Minister for Education Dr.
Chaw Chaw Sein presented
awards to the winners of the
basic education level poetry
competition.

The President and at-
tendees then watched a video
documentary highlighting

literacy efforts and activities
being undertaken in various
non-formal education sec-
tors. Afterwards, students
from Basic Education High
School No. (11) in Nay
Pyi Taw Council area per-
formed a tribute song titled
"The Land Where Compas-
sion Blooms" as a cultural
presentation.

Following the perfor-
mance, the President pre-
sented cash awards to the
student performers and
posed for a group com-
memorative photo with the
attendees.

After the ceremony, the
President cordially greeted
those in attendance, accord-
ing to reports. MNA

lives and property of the general public.

members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF”’ terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.




(Tatmadaw News)
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Tatmadaw columns strive to conduct area domination
operations along Kamamaung—Hpapun route temporarily
dominated by joint self-serving terrorist insurgent groups

KNU, KNLA, and so-called PDFs
Reconstruction of roads and bridges destroyed by joint terrorist

insurgent groups

A ._._'E‘:-. 0

Nay Pyi Taw September 8

Tatmadaw columns are
carrying out area security and
domination operations along
the Kamamaung—Hpapun
route, which was temporarily
dominated by joint terrorist
insurgent groups—compris-
ing the KNU, KNLA, and
the so-called PDF terrorists
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Starting in November
2024, the joint terrorist in-
surgent groups—subordi-
nates of the NUG and CRPH
known as the so-called PDFs,
alongside KNU and KNLA
terrorists—aimed to carry
out regional sabotage and
disrupt the flow of com-
modities by seizing control

and laid siege. To minimize
casualties and damage to the
lives and property of local
civilians, security personnel
executed a tactical tempo-
rary withdrawal, resulting in
the joint terrorist insurgent
groups temporarily dominat-
ing the Kamamaung—Hpa-
pun highway and carrying

Damage to the Mile-40 Bridge caused by terrorist insurgents' explosive attacks.

acting as subordinates of
the terrorist organizations
NUG and CRPH. In addi-
tion, the military personnel
collaborated with relevant
officials to repair and recon-
struct the roads and bridges
along the route that were
maliciously and atrociously
destroyed by mine explo-
sions carried out by the joint
terrorist insurgent groups
with utter disregard for
the public.

of the Kamamaung—Hpapun
highway. Using superior
numbers, drones, and heavy
weaponry, they launched
surprise attacks against small
military outposts providing
security along the route.
Although the security forces
resisted with the utmost
resilience under the spirit
of never surrendering to the
very end, the joint terrorist
insurgent groups reinforced
their troops continuously

out various acts of sabotage.

During their temporary
dominance along the route,
the joint terrorist insurgent
groups committed malicious
and brutal acts of terrorism.
They extorted exorbitant
tolls from passing cargo

Record of reconstruction
of the 170-foot steel-truss
Bailey bridge at Kanyin-
don Bridge, destroyed by
terrorist insurgents.

Tatmadaw columns retake villages along the Kamamaung—Hpapun route.

trucks and passenger vehi-
cles, looted goods and sup-
plies, tortured and murdered
civilians at gunpoint, and
conducted forced recruit-
ment. Furthermore, they
detonated mines to destroy
critical infrastructure vital
for commodity flow, in-
cluding the Yaypu Bridge,
; R, » v .

S

the Mile-40 Bridge, and
the Kanyindon Bridge, and
dug cross-ditches to create
roadblocks. As a result, local
travelers and cargo vehicles
dared not commute, which
delayed freight transport,
caused border trade to de-
cline, led to local shortages
of food and consumer goods,

Record of reconstruction of the 30-foot steel-truss Bailey bridge at Mile-40 Bridge,

destroyed by terrorist insurgents.

Docume

. .- g
ntary photo of the completed Kanyindon Bridge.

and drove up commodity
prices. Due to these travel
restrictions and road block-
ades, local healthcare and
children's education suffered
severe disruptions, stead-
ily devastating the socio-
economic life of the local
population.

See Page 15
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Tatmadaw columns retake villages along the Kamamaung—Hpapun route.

From Page 14

Therefore, to regain con-
trol of and reopen the route
and to restore the socio-
economic life of the public,
Tatmadaw columns made the
necessary preparations and
regrouping in Kamamaung
town. Commencing on May
5, 2026, separate columns
systematically carried out
phased operations to reopen
the route. Consequently,
they successfully retook
control of Kyauk Kwin Lay

the Kamamaung—Hpapun

' | route—on September 7.

During these recapture

| operations, security person-

nel fought selflessly without
regard for their own lives,
engaging in 56 armed clash-
es with the joint terrorist in-
surgent groups. The security
forces seized 11 temporary
footholds and camps, 13
enemy bodies, 15 assorted
firearms, ammunition and
related accessories, 24 FPV
drones, 243 assorted mines,
walkie-talkies, and other

village on May 8, Wet Thoe approximately 1,800 meters equipment. Some security

Kho and Mezaing Chaung

Phya villages on May 10, F77®

Nay Ka village on May 16,

Yepu village on May 18, |

Mile-40 village on May 24,
Noe Khe Doe and Baw Kyo

Hta villages on May 31, Ka §

Taing Ti village on June
3, Baw Kyo Le village on
June 23, Shan Ywa village
on June 24, Taung Thu Su
village on June 27, Hparlon
Lay village on July 25, and

Documentary photo of arms, ammunition, and related

o 7 7,

Hparlongyi village—located materiel seized from terrorist insurgents.

( Tatmadaw and International News)

sacrifice for the State and the
Tatmadaw.

Additionally, while car-
rying out security operations
along the route, military en-
gineering corps collaborated
with officials from the rel-
evant ministries to repair and
rebuild the bridges destroyed
by mines. The Yaypu Bridge
was completed on June 23,
2026; the Mile-40 Bridge
on June 24; and the Kanyin-
don Bridge on August 24.
Consequently, motor vehi-
cles and travelers can now
cross these roads and bridges

-

Tatmadaw columns, with
the participation and coop-
eration of local residents,
will continue operations to
regain control of and reopen
the remaining section of
Hparlongyi-Hpapun along
the Kamamaung—Hpapun
route as quickly as possi-
ble. Counter-terrorism op-
erations will persist against
the terrorist insurgents who
commit acts undermining
national development and
devastating the socio-eco-
nomic well-being of the local
population.

100

Documentary photo of arms, ammunition, and related
materiel seized from terrorist insurgents.

Salingyi Township to plant more than 5,000
acres of vegetables in coming cold season

Salingyi September 8

In Sagaing Region’s
Yinmabin District, Salingyi
Township, more than 5,000
acres of vegetables will be
cultivated during the coming
winter crop season, accord-
ing to statistics from the
Salingyi Township Agricul-
ture Department.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop season, Salingyi
Township has planned to cul-
tivate 5,790 acres of vegeta-
bles, with planting scheduled
to take place from October to
December this year.

“This year, more than
5,000 acres of vegetables
have been planned for cul-
tivation during the com-
ing winter crop season in
Salingyi Township. The

crops include mustard, chilli,
spices, potato, cabbage, egg-
plant and cauliflower. We
are providing farmers with
technical assistance to enable
them to grow all vegetables
in accordance with Good Ag-
ricultural Practices (GAP).
We will also provide techni-
cal guidance to ensure that
all vegetables are cultivated
in a health-conscious manner
with minimum chemical resi-
dues,” said U Wai Lin Tun,
Head of the Salingyi Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

producing healthy and safe
vegetables from their farms.
Measures will also be taken
to encourage farmers to ex-
pand vegetable cultivation.
Various vegetables are
cultivated seasonally every
year in Salingyi Township.
The crops have been grow-
ing successfully and pro-

viding income for families.

This year, the Township ¥

Agriculture Department will |

provide vegetable growers
in Salingyi Township with

technical training on culti- §

vation in accordance with
GAP, as well as guidance on

. A thriving ve

getable plantation.

The Township Agriculture
Department will provide
farmers who plan to grow
vegetables with awareness
and technical guidance on
proper cultivation methods,
prevention of pest infesta-
tions, and the preparation
and use of natural fertilizers,
natural pesticides and pest
repellents. 206

Emergency flood warning issued for central
Japan river amid torrential rain

Tokyo September 8

Torrential rain lashed
central Japan on Tuesday,
leading to flooding in some
areas and prompting an
emergency flood warning for
a major river in the region.

The Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency (JMA) issued a
Level 5 emergency warning
for flooding of the Shonai

River, which runs through
Gifu and Aichi prefectures,
the highest level alert on the
agency's scale of one to five
for flooding.

Nagoya City in Aichi
Prefecture logged 104.5
mm of rain in the one hour
ending at around 4:50 p.m.
local time, the highest hourly
rainfall ever recorded in

the city since record-keep-
ing began, according to
the JIMA.

As of 7 p.m. local time,
about 1,600 people had
taken refuge at evacuation
shelters, according to the
city government.

All subway services op-
erated by the city, as well
as other local train services,

were suspended, affecting
many commuters.

Weather officials said
torrential rain could continue
in many parts of the country
over the next few days, urg-
ing people to remain on high
alert for landslides, over-
flowing rivers and flooding
in low-lying areas.

Xinhua

South Sudan, Uganda
agree to ease Cross-
border activities dur-
ing health emergencies

Juba September 8

South Sudan and Uganda
have agreed to remove admin-
istrative barriers to facilitate
the rapid movement of health
personnel, medical vehicles,
and emergency supplies
across their shared border.

The commitment was
formalized Monday even-
ing in Juba, the capital of
South Sudan, when the two
countries' health ministers

« | signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) aimed

at strengthening cross-border
disease surveillance, joint out-
break response, and regional
health security.

South Sudan's Vice Presi-
dent for the Service Cluster
Hussein Abdelbagi Akol stat-
ed that the government will
expedite temporary visa and
work permit waivers to allow
emergency personnel to move
unhindered across the border
to support joint surveillance
activities.

"The Republic of South
Sudan and the Republic of
Uganda stand united in our re-
solve of strengthening cross-

border collaboration, seam-
less information sharing, and
preparedness and coordinated
response to the public health
threat," Akol said during the
signing of the MoU.

South Sudan Health Min-
ister Luke Thompson Thoan
Teny said the MoU elevates
bilateral cooperation from
informal goodwill to an insti-
tutionalized rapid-response
framework, and he cautioned
that localized disease out-
breaks can quickly escalate
into regional emergencies.

Under the pact, the
two nations will exchange
real-time epidemiological
data, issue mutual outbreak
alerts, execute joint contact
tracing, standardize border
entry screening, and coor-
dinate mobile health unit
deployments.

Uganda's Health Minister
Chris Baryomunsi empha-
sized that the agreement is
critical given the frequent
cross-border movement and
lessons learned from past
epidemics.

Xinhua
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- Baca, M., Popovié¢, D., Stefaniak, K., et al. (2016).

- Retreat and extinction of the Late Pleistocene cave
bear (Ursus spelaeus sensu lato).

- The Science of Nature
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