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up too high
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~/ Tree is visible at base

/" Mulch is evenly spread at a depth
of 2 to 4 inches

~/ Mulch extends to drip line
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Taze Township plans to cultivate more than
3,000 acres of sunflower

('

will promote the expansion
of sunflower cultivation
as an oilseed crop. Sun-
flower produces more oil
per acre than other oilseed
crops such as groundnut

| and sesame,” said U Ohn

Kyaw Myint, Head of the
Taze Township Agriculture
Department.

To expand sunflower

&8 cultivation in Taze Town-

A view of a thriving sunflower plantation in Taze Township.

Taze August 30

Local farmers decided
to grow more than 3,000
acres of sunflower in Taze
Township of Sagaing Re-
gion this year, according to
the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2026-2027

upcoming winter crop cul-
tivation season, Taze Town-
ship has set a target to grow
3,189 acres of sunflower,
with cultivation scheduled
to begin in October this
year and continue through
December.

“This year, more than

3,000 acres of sunflower
are targeted for cultivation
in Taze Township during
the upcoming winter crop
cultivation season. We will
make efforts to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
planted. To reduce reliance
on imported palm oil, we

ship, the Township Agricul-
ture Department will step
up awareness and training
programmes and intensify
capacity-building training
for staff and farmers who
plan to grow sunflower.
This year, arrangements
are being made to provide
sunflower growers with
seeds, sell urea fertilizers
at affordable prices, and dis-
tribute sunflower varieties
through farmer-to-farmer
seed exchange systems. 206

Kanbalu Township plans cultivation of
more than 38,000 acres of black gram

Kanbalu August 30

This year, more than
38,000 acres of black gram
will be cultivated in Kanbalu
Township, Sagaing Region,
during the upcoming winter
crop cultivation season, ac-
cording to figures from the
Kanbalu Township Agricul-
ture Department.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop cultivation
season, Kanbalu Township
has set a target to grow
38,537 acres of black gram,

with cultivation scheduled
to begin in October this
year and continue through
December.

“This year, more than
38,000 acres of black gram
are targeted for cultivation
in Kanbalu Township during
the upcoming winter crop
cultivation season. We will
make efforts to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
planted. During the black
gram cultivation period, we
will also provide on-the-

ground technical assistance,
including the necessary cul-
tivation techniques, qual-
ity seeds, and methods for
preventing pest and disease
infestations,” said U Myo
Myint, Head of the Kan-
balu Township Agriculture
Department.

The Kanbalu Township
Agriculture Department will
provide awareness and tech-
nical assistance to black
gram growers on obtaining
quality and pure varieties

suitable for local conditions,
applying proper cultivation
methods, preventing pest
infestations, using fertilizers
systematically, and improv-
ing crop yields.

Staff from the township
Agriculture Department join
hands with local farmers
in carrying out collection
of quality strains of crops,
inputs and post-harvest
technology for boosting
production of bean.

206

31-8-2026

Netanyahu issues rare
condemnation of
settler violence in

West Bank

Jerusalem August 30

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on Sat-
urday issued a rare condemna-
tion of settler violence in the
West Bank, calling attacks
in the Palestinian villages of
Qusra and Jalud "criminal"
and urging authorities to arrest
those responsible.

"I strongly condemn the
criminal acts of violence com-
mitted in the villages of Qusra
and Jalud," Netanyahu said
in a statement, calling the at-
tackers as "a handful of rioters
who are violating the law."

Netanyahu said these at-
tacks "harm Israel's interna-
tional standing" and interfere
with the military's operations
in the West Bank.

The condemnation came
after multiple Palestinians
were reportedly injured on
Saturday in attacks by Israeli
settlers across the West Bank.

Dozens of masked Israeli

settlers raided Qusra, injuring
several Palestinians in the lat-
est wave of settler violence,
according to reports.

In nearby Jalud, settlers
attacked a Palestinian fam-
ily and foreign journalists,
vandalizing their vehicle and
physically assaulting crew
members, according to activ-
ist Bashar al-Qaryouti.

More than half a million
Israeli settlers live in the West
Bank, which Israel occupied
in 1967, alongside about 3.4
million Palestinians, accord-
ing to Palestinian and Israeli
sources.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs documented more
than 1,330 settler attacks
causing Palestinian casualties
or property damage across the
occupied West Bank from
the start of 2026 to late July,
an average of more than six
incidents a day. Xinhua

Indaw Township to plant more than 3,000
acres of vegetables in coming winter

Indaw August 30

Statistics from Indaw
Township Agriculture De-
partment in Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers will
place more than 3,000 acres
of croplands under vegetables
in coming cold season in In-
daw Township.

Indaw Township has set a
target to grow 3,522 acres of
vegetables during the 2026-
2027 winter crop cultiva-
tion season, with cultivation
scheduled to begin in October
this year and continue through
December.

“This year, more than
3,000 acres of vegetables
are targeted for cultivation
in Indaw Township during
the upcoming winter crop
cultivation season. The crops
include mustard, chilli, spices,
potato, cauliflower, eggplant
and cabbage. Farmers are
being provided with tech-
nical assistance so that all
vegetables can be grown in
accordance with Good Agri-
cultural Practices (GAP). We
will also provide farmers with
techniques to grow all veg-
etables in a health-conscious

manner while minimizing
chemical residues,” said U
Thein Khaing, Head of the
Indaw Township Agriculture
Department.

This year, the Indaw
Township Agriculture De-
partment will provide veg-
etable growers with technical
training on GAP cultivation
methods, as well as technical
assistance to ensure that veg-
etables produced from their
farms are safe and healthy
for consumption. It will also
take measures to encourage
farmers to expand vegetable

cultivation.

Various kinds of vegeta-
bles are grown seasonally in
Indaw Township every year,
and successful cultivation
provides farmers with fam-
ily income. The Township
Agriculture Department will
provide farmers who plan to
grow vegetables with aware-
ness training on proper cul-
tivation methods, prevention
of pest infestations, and the
preparation and use of organic
fertilizers, natural pesticides
and pest repellents.

206

Iran's president says
peace MoU with U.S.
in interests of Tehran

Tehran August 30

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian said on
Saturday the peace memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) signed between Iran
and the United States is in
the interests of the country,
West Asia and the world.

During a ceremony in
the Iranian capital Tehran,
he stressed that with the
MoU's implementation, the
United States and Israel will
not be able to cause chaos,
aggression and insecurity
in the region, and regional
states will be able to pursue
the path of stability and de-
velopment, according to a
statement published on the
website of his office.

Pezeshkian highlighted
the need for foiling the
"enemies' sinister plots"
through promoting unity and
solidarity among Muslim
states.

He said that Iran has

never been the party to start
a war, adding, "We do not
welcome war, but will stand
strongly against any aggres-
sor, and no power can force
anation that is standing with
all its might and will into
surrender."

Also on Saturday, Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi warned in a
social media post that "ma-
jor" efforts are underway to
manipulate global energy
markets for personal gains
and prolong the U.S. war
against Iran.

Separately, Iran's Is-
lamic Revolution Guard
Corps announced on the
same day that the country's
security forces have dealt a
"decisive" blow to a "ter-
rorist" team affiliated with
the United States and Israel
in southeastern Sistan and
Baluchestan province, kill-
ing one of its members and
arresting six others. Xinhua
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Mingin August 30

The Township Agricul-
ture Department in Mingin
Township of Sagaing Region
stated that local farmers will
grow more than 3,000 acres of
vegetables in the township in
coming cold season.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop cultivation sea-
son, Mingin Township has set
atarget to grow 3,970 acres of

& - 5

A thriving vegetable plantation in Mingin Township.

vegetables, with cultivation
scheduled to begin in October
this year and continue through
December.

“This year, more than
3,000 acres of vegetables
are targeted for cultivation
in Mingin Township during
the upcoming winter crop
season. The crops include
mustard, chilli, spices, po-
tato, cauliflower, eggplant and

@
Mingin Township prepares cultivation of more than
3,000 acres of vegetables in coming cold season

cabbage. Farmers are being
provided with technical as-
sistance so that all vegetables
can be grown in accordance
with Good Agricultural Prac-
tices (GAP). We will also
provide farmers with tech-
niques to grow all vegetables
in a health-conscious manner
while minimizing chemical
residues,” said U Shan Oak
Keim, Head of the Mingin

Township Agriculture De-
partment.
This year, the Mingin

| Township Agriculture De-

partment will provide veg-
etable growers with technical
training on GAP cultivation
methods, as well as technical

»° assistance to ensure that veg-
% ctables produced from their

farms are safe and healthy
for consumption. It will also

¥ take measures to encourage
gy farmers to expand vegetable

cultivation.

Vegetables of various
kinds are grown seasonally
in Mingin Township every
year, and successful cultiva-
tion provides farmers with
family income. The Township
Agriculture Department will
provide farmers who plan to
grow vegetables with aware-
ness training on proper cul-
tivation methods, prevention
of pest infestations, and the
preparation and use of organic
fertilizers, natural pesticides
and pest repellents. 206

and robbing.

general public.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,

civil servants including schoolteachers, and mem-

bers of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDEF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and

property of innocent people.

Local farmers to grow more than 15,000 acres
of winter sesame in ChaungU Township

ChaungU August 30

ChaungU Township Agri-
culture Department in Saga-
ing Region stated that local
farmers will cultivate more
than 15,000 acres of winter
sesame in the township this
year.

During the 2026-2027
winter crop cultivation sea-
son, ChaungU Township has
set a target to grow 15,400
acres of winter sesame, with
cultivation scheduled to be-
gin in October this year and

continue through December.
“This year, more than
15,000 acres of winter sesame
are targeted for cultivation in
ChaungU Township during
the winter crop cultivation
season. We will make ef-
forts to ensure that the tar-
geted acreage is fully planted.
Sesame cultivation has been
increasing from year to year.
Sesame is mainly cultivated in
the winter rather than the rainy
season. As an oilseed crop, its
cultivation is in a successful

position,” said U Tint Swe,
Head of the ChaungU Town-
ship Agriculture Department.

This year, the ChaungU
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment will conduct awareness
activities for sesame growers
on expanding sesame cul-
tivation, proper cultivation
methods, growing sesame in
accordance with Good Ag-
ricultural Practices (GAP),
using quality and pure seeds,
and selecting high-yielding
varieties.

Crops produced under the
GAP system offer benefits
such as better quality and
higher prices than those cul-
tivated using other methods,
as well as opportunities to
be sold not only in domestic
markets but also exported to
international markets. There-
fore, farmers who adopt GAP
practices can achieve greater
economic benefits and im-
prove their livelihoods and
socioeconomic conditions.

206

Plan underway to grow more than 35,000
acres of chickpea in Yinmabin Township

Yinmabin August 30

Local authorities have ear-
marked cultivation of more
than 36,000 acres of chickpea
as cold season crops in Yin-
mabin Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

Yinmabin Township has
set a target to grow 36,045
acres of chickpeas during the
2026-2027 winter crop cultiva-
tion season, with cultivation
scheduled to begin in October
this year and continue through
December.

“This year, more than
36,000 acres of chickpeas
are targeted for cultivation in
Yinmabin Township during the
upcoming winter crop season.
We will make efforts to ensure
that the targeted acreage is ful-
ly planted. Chickpea cultiva-
tion has been increasing from
year to year. To improve the
yield and quality of pulses, we
will work in cooperation with
farmers to provide quality and
pure seeds, agricultural inputs,
post-harvest technologies and
other necessary assistance,”
said U Hla Myint, Head of the

Yinmabin Township Agricul-
ture Department.

It is reported that farmers
select Yezin-8 and Yezin-11
chickpea varieties that are suit-
able for local conditions and
produce good yields. The cost
of cultivating one acre of chick-
peas is more than K300,000.

During this year’s winter
crop cultivation season, efforts
are being made in cooperation
with farmers to provide qual-
ity and pure seeds, agricultural
inputs, post-harvest technolo-
gies and other necessary as-
sistance to improve the yield

and quality of various pulse
crops. In addition, extension
activities will be conducted
through linkages with model
farmers to encourage the use
of beneficial Trichoderma
fungi in pulse cultivation.

Sagaing Region has the ||

largest area of pulse cultivation
and production in the country.

In addition to being a major | |f§

crop in the region, various
pulses can also be grown as

multiple or intercropped crops. | 5
Therefore, farmers continue | -

to cultivate pulses as income-
generating crops. 206

Mawlaik Township to
plant more than 3,000
acres of maize and

sweet

Mawlaik August 30
Statistics of Mawlaik
Township Agriculture De-
partment in Sagaing Region
stated that local authorities
earmarked cultivation of more
than 3,000 acres of maize and
sweet corns as cold season
crops in Mawlaik Township.
Local authorities set plans
to grow 485 acres of maize
and 3,015 acres of sweet corns,
totalling 3,500 in Mawlaik
Township in 2026-27 season.
“This year, more than
3,000 acres of maize and
sweet corn are targeted for
cultivation in Mawlaik Town-
ship during the upcoming
winter crop cultivation sea-
son. We will make efforts
to ensure that the targeted
acreage is fully planted. At
present, maize cultivation has
exceeded the targeted acreage.
We will conduct awareness
activities to ensure successful
growth of the maize crops and
provide farmers with knowl-

| \ ¥

o 3 U LY !
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This photo shows a maize plantation in Mawlaik Township.

corns

edge on preventing pest and
disease infestations,” said U
Kyaw Sein Oo, Head of the
Mawlaik Township Agricul-
ture Department.

This year, the Mawlaik
Township Agriculture Depart-
ment will provide training and
conduct field demonstrations
for farmers growing maize
and sweet corn. It will also
provide awareness on pre-
ventive measures against fall
armyworm infestations, inte-
grated pest management prac-
tices, and the use of neem-
based pesticides as well as
ginger- and chilli-based pest
repellents, along with other
agricultural techniques.

In Mawlaik Township,
maize cultivation produces
more than 50 baskets per acre,
with cultivation costs amount-
ing to about K500,000 per
acre. Sweet corn yields about
15,000 ears per acre, while the
cultivation cost is more than
K500,000 per acre. 206
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