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President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects progress of livestock
breeding farms in Twantay Township

N

President U Min Aung Hlaing views river watercourse and urban development from the Myanmar-Korea friendship (Dala) bridge.

Nay Pyi Taw August 29

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, accom-
panied by Union ministers,
the Yangon Region chief
minister, the commander of
Yangon Command and of-
ficials, inspected progress of
livestock breeding farms in
Twantay Township, Yangon
Region, this afternoon.

First, the President ar-
rived at the livestock breed-
ing zone briefing hall in
Twantay Township. Yangon
Region Chief Minister U
Aung Naing Thu explained
the formation of committees
for each zone to promote the
development of livestock
breeding businesses; the
phased implementation of
livestock breeding zones; the
raising of chickens, ducks,
pigs, goats, cattle, fish and
quails in the respective
zones; the production and
sale of meat, fish and eggs
from the livestock breed-
ing zones; the provision of
sufficient water to the zones
through solar-powered water
pumping and distribution
systems; measures to ensure
adequate electricity sup-
ply in each zone; the con-

struction of farm-to-market
roads; the planting of shade
trees and windbreaks; the
production of sufficient ani-
mal feed for each livestock
breeding zone through feed
factories; and the implemen-
tation of guidance given by
the Head of State during his
inspection of the Twantay
livestock breeding zone.

In response to the pres-
entations, the President
said that agricultural and
livestock breeding zones
were being implemented to
adequately meet the daily
needs for meat, fish, various
kinds of eggs and vegetables
of more than seven mil-
lion, or approximately eight
million, people in Yangon
Region, and to enable them
to purchase and consume
these products sufficiently at
affordable prices. The Presi-
dent emphasized that, in
planning and implementing
measures for the develop-
ment of a region or a country,
it is essential to ensure that
comprehensive and accurate
ground-level data are avail-
able. Plans must be formu-
lated based on calculations
derived from such data and
implemented successfully.

The President also stressed
that responsible officials of
the respective Region and
State governments must
make systematic plans and
arrangements to ensure that
the public can purchase and
consume sufficient meat, fish
and eggs at affordable prices.
In addition, land allocated
for agricultural and livestock
breeding activities must be
systematically supervised to
prevent it from being used
for other purposes.

There are three methods
of livestock breeding: cage
system, semi-intensive rear-
ing, and free-range grazing.
Each method must be carried

out systematically in accord- 2
ance with the appropriate |

techniques. Under the cage
system, animals must be
provided with sufficient and
adequate feed and water. In
carrying out agricultural and
livestock breeding activities,
four essential factors—good
breeds, land, water and tech-
nology—are indispensable.
Production can only be in-
creased when quality breeds
appropriate to each type of
livestock are used. Just as
fertilizers need to be applied
during land preparation for

agricultural production, suf-
ficient animal feed must also
be provided for livestock
breeding. Therefore, the ade-
quate volume of animal feed
must be produced. Similarly,
as sufficient irrigation and
water supplies are essential
for agricultural activities,
livestock must also have
access to adequate supplies
of clean water. To system-
atically conduct livestock
breeding and improve pro-
ductivity and yields, system-
atic livestock breeding plans
must be put in place, cover-
ing the required amount of

breeding space according
to the number of animals,
water and feed requirements,
animal health needs, and
continuous breeding and
production. The responsi-
ble officials of the Region
Government have to make
concerted efforts to promote
livestock breeding activities
in the livestock breeding
zones in Twantay Township
and systematically formu-
late and implement plans to
enable the people living in
the Region to purchase and
consume meat, fish and eggs
at affordable prices.

The President and party
viewed round efforts in car-
rying out livestock breeding
tasks in the zone and gave
necessary guidance in re-
sponse to the report of the
officials.

After inspecting the
Yangon-Twantay road by
car, the President and party
proceeded to the Myanmar-
Korea friendship (Dala)
bridge where the President
gave guidance to the officials
on maintenance of the riv-
er’s watercourse and urban
development measures.

MNA

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects a cattle farm at Twantay livestock
breeding zone.

U.S. consumer sentiment

Washington August 29

U.S. consumer sentiment
dropped about 11 percent in
August from a year earlier,
according to data released
Friday by the University of
Michigan.

The decline came amid
continued concerns that in-
flation will remain elevated

for the foreseeable future,
according to the university's
widely watched consumer
sentiment index.
Sentiment declined
across all political groups
in August, with the drop par-
ticularly pronounced among
Republicans, the report said.
Moreover, groups typi-

cally less-equipped to absorb
increases in the cost of liv-
ing also recorded sharper
declines in sentiment, in-
cluding older consumers,
lower- and middle-income
consumers, and those with-
out stock holdings, accord-
ing to the report.

Some experts said the

sinks 11 pct year-on-year

findings, together with a
confluence of other eco-
nomic factors, pointed to
growing pressure on U.S.
consumers.

"With inflation running
above 3 percent, anemic
job growth, and flat real
incomes, there's nothing
much to make households

happy," Gary Hufbauer, a
nonresident senior fellow
at the Peterson Institute for
International Economics,
told Xinhua.

Amid ongoing policy
uncertainty, including the
conflict with Iran, consum-
ers expect gasoline prices to
rise further both in the short

and long term, according to
the report.

Beyond the pocketbook
concerns that have long
shaped consumers' views of
the economy, they are in-
creasingly worried that eco-
nomic conditions elsewhere
could also be weakening, the

report said. Xinhua
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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing inspects collective reinforcement efforts
and preventive measures carried out at the eroded section of
the Nyaungdon Kyun Embankment near Ganchaung village,
Nyaungdon Township, Ayeyawady Region, gives necessary
instructions for short-term prevention and

Nay Pyi Taw August 29

On 25 August, bank erosion oc-
curred along a 300-foot by 45-foot
section of the Nyaungdon Kyun
Embankment. The affected area is
located between the 11/6-mile and
11/7-mile markers near Ganchaung
village, Nyaungdon Township, Ay-
eyawady Region. The damage was
caused by the strong currents of
the Toe River, a distributary of the
Ayeyawady River. President of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by officials, inspected the col-
lective reinforcement efforts and
provided necessary instructions.

First, the President proceeded
to the affected area through Yan-
gon-Maubin route and observed
the formation of waterlogged ar-
eas, clogging of water flow paths,
inundated areas along the route.

The President and party ar-
rived at the affected area, and
heard a report on riverbed erosion
within the Toe River, the shifting
of a two-mile long deep-water
current, located approximately
4,500 feet from the starting point
of the Toe River, a distributary of
the Ayeyarwady River, towards
Mayu/Chaungphya, Chaunggyi,

',i'?qr'_&-!...'t— S

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects the eroded section of the Nyaungdon Kyun Embankment.

Ganchaung, and Htonwa villages,
annual bank collapses and severe
losses at the villages due to river-
bank erosion, the loss of over 1000
acres of agricultural land during a
period of 40 years starting from
1980 and formation of a 850-acre
alluvial island on the other side of
the river, annual bank erosion of an
area from 150 feet to 265 feet near
Ganchaung village, erection of
about 12 specific types of embank-
ments at the west of the original
embankment during the FY 2000-
2001 and the current FY to prevent
floods in the locality, driving wood
piling and sand filling at the foot
of Nyaungdon Embankment, sup-
porting the embankment with sand
bags, supporting the 2nd bund
slope with sand bags, and laying
of geo textile to prevent erosion of
pan bund, long-term programs to
prevent bank erosion at Daunkgyi,
Nangate, Tawkyaung, Paukjyaung,
Kazintaw, Kyaungsu, Kathawin
villages in Pantanaw Township,
Chaunggyi, Banchaung, Hleseil
villages in Maubin Township, and
development of waterways of the
Ayeyawady, presented by Union
Minister for Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation U Min Naung, Ay-

g M

long-term maintenance

programs

oil. Plans should be adopted and

§ implemented to carry out dredging

at all rivers in Myanmar includ-
ing the Ayeyawady. In this way,
the nation can reduce the occur-
rence of floods to a large extent.
Vital short-term flood prevention
programs must be carried out in
time to reduce floods all across the
country. Moreover, careful calcula-
tion must be made for long-term
maintenance programs. If the areas
that can be clogged are removed
properly, there will be proper water
flow and the extent of floods can be

. reduced. The collapse of the part
- of the embankment due to erosion

~ can be repaired in time and preven-

vy

eyawady Region Chief Minister U
Aye Kyaw, and officials.

Regarding the reports, the
President said efforts must be made
to ensure proper flow of river to
reduce bund erosions and floods in
the coming years along the rivers.
To do so, water flow, inflow and
outflow of all rivers, tributaries
and creeks, and river beds levels
must be checked regularly and the
results must be recorded through
research programs. Long-term
programs must be adopted to
study, undertake necessary main-
tenance of waterways, and dredg-
ing. These programs will prevent
natural disasters triggered by
floods. As water cannot flow from
upstream to downstream, floods
occur in the surrounding areas.
Hence, the relevant ministries must
constantly study the water flow
situation of all rivers and creeks
across the country and must lay
down and implement river main-
tenance and restoration programs
annually.

Ministries must also carry
out dredging and removing river
islands systematically. Arrange-
ments are underway to use solar-
powered dredgers to safe fuel

tive measures must be taken at the
sections of other embankments that
are vulnerable to erosion.

At present, countries around
the world are experiencing vari-
ous natural disasters. Drawing
lessons from the recent flooding
in Nepal, it is necessary to take
into consideration potential issues
arising from the consequences of
climate change and systemati-
cally plan and implement disaster
prevention measures with long-
term benefits in mind.

It is also necessary to acceler-
ate efforts, mobilizing all available
resources, to complete as soon as
possible the ongoing temporary
measures to prevent further ero-
sion of the Nyaungdon Kyun
embankment, where water erosion
has recently occurred, as well as
the erosion-control measures be-
ing undertaken at the weakened
section of the Ngawun Dam in
Laymyethna Township, Hinthada
District.

At the same time, systematic
surveys should be conducted to
assess the impacts of flooding on
local residents’ homes, agriculture
and socioeconomic livelihoods.
All responsible authorities and
relevant departments should make
coordinated efforts to provide nec-
essary assistance, rescue and relief
in a timely manner and ensure
that residents face no difficulties

in their daily living and access
to food.

The relevant responsible or-
ganizations should systematically
clear and maintain the drainage
channels along both sides of the
Yangon—Maubin Road to prevent
blockages. Flooding can only be
reduced when drainage routes
remain unobstructed. Road em-
bankments should also be raised
at locations along the road where
water is overflowing, while other
necessary measures should be un-
dertaken, he instructed.

The President then inspected
the temporary measures being car-
ried out to protect the Nyaungdon
Kyun embankment against water
erosion, including driving stakes
and filling sandbags at the foot of
the embankment, reinforcing the
embankment base with sandbags,
supporting the base of the origi-
nal embankment’s second-bund
slope with sandbags, constructing
a temporary auxiliary embank-
ment, constructing a riverside
bund slope, and laying geotextile
material to prevent erosion of the
eastern slope of the temporary aux-
iliary embankment. Following the
reports submitted by officials, the
President instructed that repairs to
the embankment should not merely
address the current situation but
should also take into account fu-
ture rises in water levels, so that
the structure can withstand such
conditions. He called for the em-
bankment to be systematically re-
constructed and repaired, with the
necessary machinery, manpower
and materials properly mobilized
and utilized to complete the work
as quickly as possible, along with
other necessary measures.

The President subsequently
presented cash awards to members
of the Tatmadaw, Myanmar Police
Force, Myanmar Fire Services
Department, social rescue organi-
zations and local residents who had
participated in embankment repair
and flood prevention activities,

according to reports. MNA
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Responding to a Misguided and Speculative

Article on the ICJ Case

It has come to my attention that Yuyun Wahyuningrum,
a Senior Researcher at the Asia Pacific Center for the Re-
sponsibility to Protect, based in Australia, recently published
an article on The Interpreter, an online publication of the
Lowy Institute, entitled “Starvation as a Weapon: The ICJ
Myanmar Case Could Redefine Genocide.” The article was
published toward the end of July.

The article appeared at a time when the proceedings
in the case between Myanmar and The Gambia before the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) had reached their final
stage, following the conclusion of the oral hearings, and
while the parties are awaiting the Court's judgment.

At first sight, the article may appear to be an analysis of
international law. However, given the apparent underlying
purposes and implications of the arguments advanced, it is
necessary to present the views of a Myanmar legal scholar
in response to the article.

The author attempts to interpret Article II(c) of the Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide according to her own understanding.

Article II of the Convention defines the acts that may
constitute genocide, while Article II (¢) concerns the “delib-
erately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part,”
with the requisite intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial or religious group.

Yet the author, writing from Australia—more than 4,000
miles away from Myanmar—appears to make allegations
against Myanmar on the basis of one-sided narratives and in-
formation detached from the actual situation on the ground,
much as The Gambia, situated more than 7,000 miles away
from Myanmar, has done.

The author alleges that, long before the 2017 conflict,
which escalated following the mass attacks by the ARSA
terrorist group against border security forces in northern Ra-
khine State, the Myanmar Government deliberately enacted
the 1982 Citizenship Law to render the Bengali population
in the area—referred to by the author as “Rohingya”—state-
less. She further claims that the Government intentionally
restricted their freedom of movement and access to property
and livelihoods, thereby preventing them from working
and earning a living and deliberately subjecting them to
starvation. The author further alleges that, following the
2017 events, when some members of the Bengali population
left for a neighboring country, the Myanmar Government
confiscated their agricultural land, seized the crops that had
been planted, and redistributed the land to others.

A closer examination of these allegations, however,
reveals a number of unsupported assertions and inconsist-
encies. Although the author describes herself as a senior
researcher, the information presented suggests that the
relevant facts have not been systematically collected, exam-
ined and analyzed before these allegations were advanced.

For example, the 1982 Citizenship Law was not enacted
specifically for the purpose of rendering Bengali communi-

ties in Rakhine State stateless. Rather, it was enacted as a
nationwide legal framework governing citizenship and the
procedures for determining citizenship status throughout
Myanmar. Persons who meet the requirements prescribed by
law may acquire citizenship under the relevant categories,
including associate citizenship and naturalized citizenship.
There are, in fact, many people of Bengali origin who hold
citizenship certificates or other forms of documentation is-
sued under the applicable legal framework. There are also
many individuals whose applications for citizenship status
remain under consideration. These are realities that cannot
simply be ignored. At the same time, persons who entered
Myanmar unlawfully after independence are treated as il-
legal migrants, regardless of their ethnicity, and are subject
to the applicable laws and procedures. This is not unique
to Myanmar. Countries around the world enforce their own
immigration laws in dealing with persons who enter their
territories unlawfully. Australia is no exception. Australia
maintains strict immigration controls and operates detention
facilities for persons subject to immigration proceedings,
including seven facilities within Australia as well as arrange-
ments involving facilities outside the country, including
on Nauru. One might therefore reasonably ask the author
whether persons held under such arrangements are free to
leave those facilities, move wherever they wish, or engage
freely in agricultural activities.

In Myanmar, by contrast, members of the Bengali com-
munity in areas including Buthidaung and Maungdaw have
engaged in agriculture and fish and shrimp farming. Some
have also become prominent businesspeople in major cities.
These are facts known to Myanmar citizens.

In addition to relying on questionable factual premises,
the author's understanding of the applicable legal standards
also appears to fall considerably short of established inter-
national legal principles. In relation to crimes as grave as
genocide, the evidentiary requirements are exceptionally
stringent. International judicial practice recognizes the
need for compelling evidence capable of establishing the
allegations to the requisite standard of proof that must be
beyond a reasonable doubt. In criminal law, it is necessary
to establish both the requisite mens rea, or criminal intent,
and the corresponding actus reus, or prohibited act, through
sufficiently reliable evidence.

Against this legal framework, the author's assertion that
the enactment of the 1982 Citizenship Law constituted a de-
liberate act intended to cause starvation is far removed from
the applicable legal standards. To claim that the enactment
of a citizenship law was itself evidence of an intention to
starve a particular group, without establishing the necessary
causal and intentional elements, is not a serious application
of the law. It amounts to little more than an unsupported
accusation.

Nor should the role of the International Court of Jus-
tice be misunderstood. The ICJ is the highest international
judicial body, and there is no basis for assuming that an

individual writing externally to the proceedings can, through
personal assertions or speculation, redefine or reinterpret
an international convention according to her own preferred
understanding.

Article 38 of the Statute of the International Court of
Justice sets out the sources of law to be applied by the Court,
including international conventions, international custom,
general principles of law, and judicial decisions and the
teachings of highly qualified publicists as subsidiary means
for determining rules of law. The personal opinion expressed
in an article such as this does not, in itself, constitute an
authoritative reinterpretation of the Genocide Convention.
Furthermore, under Article 60 of the Statute of the Court,
the judgment of the Court is final. Where a dispute arises
concerning the meaning or scope of a judgment, the parties
to the case may request an interpretation from the Court.
The authority to seek such an interpretation therefore rests
with the States participating in the proceedings, not with
an outside commentator.

Against this background, the author's intervention
in this case—without a sufficiently careful examination
of the relevant legal principles or the actual facts on the
ground—appears to amount to little more than speculation
and unfounded allegations presented as legal analysis.

The situation on the ground also tells a considerably
more complicated story than the article suggests. In Rakh-
ine State, persons displaced from their homes and residing
in camps administered by the Government have received
assistance and support from international organizations.
Subject to the applicable laws and security conditions, they
have access to livelihood opportunities, education, health-
care and religious practice. International diplomats and
journalists have also been invited to visit and observe the
situation firsthand. Moreover, persons temporarily displaced
by armed clashes have been provided with protection and
humanitarian assistance without discrimination on the basis
of ethnicity or religion.

These realities are not consistent with the simplistic
portrayal presented in the article. Far from being subjected
to a policy aimed at the physical destruction of a popula-
tion, the factual situation includes continued provision
of humanitarian assistance, access to basic services and
livelihood activities, and engagement with international
organizations. Nevertheless, the author appears to have used
the considerable influence of international media to promote
a particular narrative about Myanmar while disregarding
facts that do not fit that narrative. The result is liable to
mislead international audiences and to create a distorted and
diminished perception of Myanmar and its people. When
false or misleading assertions are left unanswered, there
is always a risk that repetition will eventually cause them
to be accepted as truth. It is therefore necessary to correct
errors when they arise and to respond when allegations are
presented without adequate factual or legal foundation.

By a Legal Scholar

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

schoolteachers, and members of the general public,

as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property

of innocent people.
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