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( Local and International News)

Ambassador of Thailand presents his Letter of
Credence to President of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing

-

- T

U Min Aung Hlaing.

e S D

Thai Ambassador Mr. Tor Saralamba presents his Letter of Credence to President

Nay Pyi Taw August 28

H.E. Mr. Tor Saralamba,
who has been agreed to be
appointed as the Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Thailand
to the Republic of the Un-
ion of Myanmar, presented
his Letter of Credence to
President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing at the

Credentials Hall of the

Presidential Palace Recep-
tion Hall in Nay Pyi Taw at
11 am today.

First, the Ambassador
of Thailand arrived at the
Honorary Hall of the Presi-
dential Palace Reception
Hall and saluted the national

- flags of the Republic of the

Union of Myanmar and the
Kingdom of Thailand. The
Thai Ambassador took the
salute from the Guard of
Honour, which played the
national anthems of the two

countries.

Thai Ambassador H.E.
Mr. Tor Saralamba pre-
sented his Letter of Cre-
dence to President U Min
Aung Hlaing at the Presi-
dential Palace Diplomatic
Reception Hall.

At the meeting, they
cordially discussed the
strengthening good diplo-
matic relations, friendship
and coopeation between
Myanmar and Thailand,
and the inseparable mutual
understanding and trust-
based neighbourly rela-
tions between Myanmar and
Thailand, the prospects
to enhance cooperation in
trade and investment sectors
between the two countries,
the promotion of coopera-
tion in efforts to develop the
border trade and ensure
security, peace and stability
in border regions, the efforts
of both countries to initiate

multiparty democracy the
people aspire to, plans to
continuously beefup friend-
ly ties and cooperation, and
the exchange of State-level
goodwill visits between
Myanmar and Thailand

After the meeting, the
President and the Thai Am-
bassador posed for a docu-
mentary group photo.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Union Minister
at the President’s Office U
Khin Maung Yi, Union Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs U
Tin Maung Swe, Director-
General of the Protocol
Department U Thet Tun,
and the Thai Ambassador
to Myanmar, his wife and
officials.

Later, the Ambassador
of Thailand to Myanmar
signed the Guest Book at
the Presidential Palace
Reception Hall.

MNA

Vice President U Nyo Saw receives delegation led by
Thai Ambassador to Myanmar

Nay Pyi Taw August 28

Vice President U Nyo
Saw received a delegation
led by Thai Ambassador
to Myanmar H.E. Mr. Tor
Saralamba at the Presidential
Palace Diplomatic Recep-
tion Hall in Nay Pyi Taw this
afternoon.

During the meeting,
they warmly and openly
exchanged views on the
positive outcomes achieved
for both countries and their
peoples through bilateral
discussions, business fo-
rums, and signed agree-
ments and memorandums

of understanding during the
President’s visit to Thailand,
alongside political develop-
ments, national development
initiatives, Myanmar-Thai-
land bilateral relations, and
prospects for close coop-
eration in economics, trade,
investment, and energy.
The meeting was attend-

ed by the Vice President
alongside Deputy Minister
for the Office of the Presi-
dent U Khin Latt, Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Ko Ko Kyaw, and of-
ficials, while the Thai Am-
bassador was accompanied
by officials from the Royal
Thai Embassy.

Vice President U Nyo Saw receives

Thai Ambassador to Myanmar

Mr. Tor Saralamba.

Norway's King Harald V dies at 89 Crown Prince Haakon
succeeds to throne

Oslo August 28

Norway's King Harald
V died at the age of 89 early
Friday, the Royal House of
Norway said.

The king passed away
peacefully at Oslo University
Hospital Rikshospitalet at
6:35 a.m. local time (0435

GMT), according to a state-
ment issued by the Royal
House.

Under Norway's rules
of succession, 53-year-old
Crown Prince Haakon im-
mediately succeeded to the
throne and became the coun-
try's new king. His regnal

name and motto have yet to
be officially announced.
Harald was admitted to
the hospital on Aug. 17. The
Royal House previously said
he had received cortisone
treatment for hemolytic ane-
mia in recent weeks, which
caused fluid accumulation.

During his hospitalization, he
was also treated with antibi-
otics for a bacterial infection
in his blood.

The Royal House said
Thursday that Harald's health
had deteriorated and his con-
dition was "very serious."

Born on Feb. 21, 1937,

Harald ascended to the throne
on Jan. 17, 1991, follow-
ing the death of his father,
King Olav V. He had been
hospitalized several times
in recent years and received
a permanent pacemaker
in 2024.

Haakon was born on July

20, 1973. He had served as
regent on multiple occa-
sions when his father was
ill or abroad. Haakon's eld-
est child, Princess Ingrid
Alexandra, is now Norway's
crown princess and the heir
to the throne.

Xinhua
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Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services General Ye Win Qo attends
choice of arms for cadets of the 69" Intake of Defence Services
Academy and the 29" Intake of Defence Services Technological Academy

General Ye Win Oo attends the choice of arms for cadets of DSTA.

Nay Pyi Taw August 28

Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General Ye
Win Oo attended the choice
of arms for cadets of the 69
Intake of Defence Services
Academy and the 29" Intake
of Defence Services Tech-
nological Academy held at

- the DSA and DSTA in Pyi-

nOoLwin this morning and
afternoon.

Also present at the choice
of arms together with the
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services were the Com-

mander-in-Chief (Navy), the
Commander-in-Chief (Air),
senior military officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief, the Central Com-
mand commander, the com-
mandants of DSA and DSTA,
and officials.

The Commander-in-
Chief and senior military of-
ficers interviewed the cadets
individually, and scrutinized
and chose appropriate corps
of the Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) for the cadets
depending on their outstand-

ing performance in academic
studies and military science
as well as technological sub-
jects, and training year by
year. They also tested the
cadets’ passion and effort,
obedience to discipline and
their natural bent.
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General Ye
Win Oo and senior military
officers had lunch together
with cadets at the cadet mess
hall of the Anawrahta Bat-
talion in DSA and cordially
greeted the cadets. 100

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services General Ye Win Qo visits
patients at local defense services hospital, inspects construction of
housing complexes for war veterans in Pyin Oo Lwin station

/)
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General Ye Win Oo comforts a patlent at the local defence services hospital in

Pyin Oo Lwin station.

Nay Pyi Taw August 28

Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services, accompa-
nied by senior officers from
the Office of the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
and the commander of Cen-
tral Command, visited a local
defence services hospital in
Pyin Oo Lwin station in Man-
dalay Region this evening
and spoke words of sympathy
to officers, other ranks and
members of the Myanmar
Police Force and people’s
militias, who sustained inju-
ries while carrying out state

security and defense duties
and were receiving treat-
ments at the hospital.

First, the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
and party arrived at the hospi-
tal and were welcomed by the
commandant and responsible
officials.

Then, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
visited officers, other ranks
and members of the MPF and
people’s militia, who were
receiving treatments at the
hospitals, and asked about in-
cidents that led to hospitaliza-

tion, treatments and recovery
of them one by one before
speaking words of sympathy
and giving foodstuffs and
cash rewards to them.
Similarly, Daw Nilar, the
wife of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services,
and party visited the obstet-
rics and gyeacology ward
and spoke words of encour-
agement to pregnant women
and patients giving birth to
children before presenting
foodstuffs to them.
Moreover, the Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-

General Ye Win Qo gives instructions during his inspection tour of the construc-
tion of housing for war veterans.

vices and party inspected
construction of housing com-
plexes for war veterans in
Pyin Oo Lwin.

First, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Servies
heard reports on expanded
construction of housing com-
plexes for war veterans in
respective fiscal years, pro-
viding them to war veterans
and their families and tasks
being carried out submitted
at the briefing hall of the site
by the quartermaster general
and the adjutant general.

After hearing the reports,

the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services gave in-
structions on timely comple-
tion of construction works,
the needs to carry out su-
pervision to meet standards,
systematic construction of
buildings to withstand natural
disasters, systematic provi-
sion of completed housing
complexes to war veterans
and their families, prepara-
tions for basic foodstuffs,
household equipment and
furniture for apartments to
enable war veterans and their
families, who will move in,

to lead convenient lives and
other needs.

Then, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
and party inspected the provi-
sion of and preparations for
basic foodstuffs, household
equipment and furniture for
current and future occupants
of the complexes to enable
them to lead comfortable
lives and cordially greeted
occupant war veterans and
families before coordinating
their needs and presenting
foodstuffs to them.

100

Iran may be

Tehran August 28
The reported invitation
for Iran to join the Mecca
Joint Defence Agreement
puts a new perspective on
what the new alliance might

ultimately become.

Mehdi Rahimi, head of
the Iranian parliament’s news
agency, said that the proposal
was under consideration by
the country’s leadership and

the key to the Mecca Pact’s future

argued that the creation of
a regional security umbrella
would represent a victory for
the Islamic Republic. Shortly
afterwards, however, Iranian
Foreign Ministry spokes-

man Esmail Baghaei stated
that Tehran had received no
formal invitation, although
proposals for dialogue with
the pact’s members on col-
lective regional security had

indeed been raised. For the
moment, this appears to be a
political overture intended to
test the reactions of the parties
rather than the beginning of
a formal accession process.

Even so, it suggests that the
agreement is not intended as
an alliance against Tehran,
but as the possible foundation
of'a security system built with
Iranian participation. RT
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140 members of PDF terrorist groups who came to
trust the peace processes of the State and Tatmadaw
return to legal fold along with arms and ammunition,

-
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Officials inspect arms and ammunition surrendered by PDF members returning

to the legal fold.

Nay Pyi Taw August 28
The Government has
been inviting members of
organizations engaged in
armed opposition under vari-
ous names, including the
PDF, to return to the legal
fold, providing necessary
assistance, and systemati-
cally handing them over to
their parents and guardians.
Accordingly, members of so-
called PDF groups who have
placed their trust in the peace
processes of the State and
the Tatmadaw have returned
to the legal fold alongside
weapons and ammunition.
A ceremony to hand over
those who returned to the
legal fold to their parents
and guardians was held this
morning at the Zayathiri
Hall of the North-West Com-
mand. The ceremony was
attended by Sagaing Region
Chief Minister U Ko Lay,
Commander Major General
Kyaw Thura, relevant of-
ficials, departmental per-

sonnel, returnees, and their
parents and guardians.
First, the Chief Minister
delivered an opening ad-
dress, followed by explana-
tory and informative re-
marks on regional peace and
stability by the Commander.
Next, returnees surrendered
the weapons they brought
along: one pistol, one MA-1
rifle, two MA-3 rifles, one
MA-11 rifle, one KA rifle,
one improvised firearm,
seven magazines, and ten as-
sorted hand grenades, which
were formally accepted by
the Commander.
Subsequently, the Chief
Minister and the Commander
provided monetary rewards
and food supplies: 30 million
kyats for the six automatic
rifles, 2 million kyats for the
one pistol, 3 million kyats
for the ten assorted grenades,
and 4.75 million kyats for
the returning individuals,
totaling 39.75 million kyats.
After signing pledges of

commitment, the returnees
were systematically handed
over to their parents and
guardians.

At today's ceremony,
a total of 95 returnees (89
males and 6 females) who
genuinely desire region-
al peace and stability and
trust the peace process were
handed over: 57 males and
6 females from Sagaing;
14 males from Monywa;
7 males from Shwebo; 1
male from Ye-U; 3 males
from Wuntho; 4 males from
Katha; and 3 males from
Kantbalu.

Similarly, a handover
ceremony was held at Aung
San Hall in Kalay, attended
by local military station
officials, departmental per-
sonnel, returnees, and their
parents and guardians.

At that ceremony, a total
of 45 returnees (42 males
and 3 females)—comprising
1 male from Hakha; 25 males
and 2 females from Kalay; 1

male from Mawlaik; 2 males
and 1 female from Paung-
byin; and 13 males from
Tamu—surrendered a total
of 21 assorted arms (1 pistol,
2 MA-1 rifles, 2 MA-3 rifles,
1 MA-11 rifle, 1 M-22 rifle,
11 Type-81 rifles, 1 AK-47
rifle, 1 carbine, and 1 rifle),
along with 30 magazines,

| 679 assorted rounds of am-

munition, 6 hand grenades,
and 3 walkie-talkies. Offi-
cials accepted the items and
awarded 100 million kyats
for the 20 automatic rifles, 2
million kyats for the pistol,
1.8 million kyats for the 6
hand grenades, 600,000 ky-
ats for the 3 walkie-talkies,
and 2.25 million kyats for
the returnees, along with
food supplies. The return-
ees then signed pledges and
were systematically handed
over to their parents and
guardians.

Therefore, a total of 140
individuals (131 males and
9 females) from various
so-called PDF terrorist in-
surgent groups across the
Sagaing Region who came
to trust the peace processes
of the State and the Tat-
madaw returned to the legal
fold today, surrendering 27
assorted firearms, 16 hand
grenades, ammunition, and
related materiel.

The majority of these re-
turning PDF members were
forcibly recruited through
threats and coercion against
their families. They aban-
doned the path of armed con-
flict and returned to the legal
fold due to being unable to
tolerate terrorist acts, fac-
ing internal discrimination,

bullying, abuse, murder,
and sexual violence within
the groups, suffering de-
moralization from inability
to withstand Tatmadaw of-
fensives, and desiring to live
peacefully within the legal
framework while contribut-
ing back to the State and the
public for the harm caused.

While returning indi-
viduals are being welcomed,
provided necessary sup-
port, and systematically
handed over to their parents
and guardians, it is learned
that others still wish to re-
turn. Those wishing to enter
the legal fold can contact
nearby district or town-
ship administrative bodies,
military camps, or police
stations promptly; they will
be warmly welcomed, given
essential assistance, and
granted appropriate mone-
tary rewards for surrendered
weapons and ammunition.

The voices and senti-
ments of the returnees were
expressed as follows:

Interview (1)

How I first got there was
that [ was sent to a battalion.
I was sent under a contract of
one year and three months.
But once I arrived there, the
contract no longer existed.
I had to stay as permanent
cadre. From there, I was
assigned to the 9706 Red
Peacock Battalion under that
one-year-and-three-month
contract. But there too, the
contract was completely
disregarded. Once I reached
the Red Peacock Battalion, |
was sent off again to north-
ern Shan State. The so-called
contract they kept talking

systematically handed over to their parents and guardians

about simply did not exist.
What was worse was that the
leaders had absolutely no re-
sponsibility or accountabil-
ity. I ran away from the camp
twice. [ was caught once and
beaten—beaten almost to
death. Their discrimination
was terrible; even when it
came to meals, they cooked
and ate separately for them-
selves. Ordinary comrades
had to cook on their own.
The worst meal we had was
plain soup without even salt
or seasoning powder; we
had to eat with just a single
bowl of plain soup. At the
frontline, there were times
when rations couldn't be
delivered for two or three
days. I went through that. A
friend of mine was wounded,
and I had to carry him all the
way back to the rear through
bullet holes and gunfire my-
self. They forced us to fight
until the mission was over.
The way they operated to
keep us fighting to the end
was unbearable; I hated it. |
didn't want to fight anymore;
my heart was no longer in
it. Worst of all was the total
lack of responsibility and
accountability—it was truly
awful. When comrades fell
in battle, the leaders took
zero responsibility. There
were comrades whose par-
ents weren't even notified;
parents never even knew
their own children had died.
Things like that happened—
they didn't even send word.
I don't want those who are
still left behind there to keep
fighting a battle they know
they cannot win.

See Page 14

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Two more foreign nationals involved in online fraud
and gambling arrested along with their business

Chinese national involved in online scam and gam-
bling operations arrested along with operational

equipment.

Nay Pyi Taw August 28
The government treats
the fight against online
fraud and gambling as a

national duty, targeting il-
legal border-crossers whose
criminal activities harm lo-
cal communities and global

Kazakhstani national involved in online scam and
gambling operations arrested along with operational

equipment.

socio-economic stability. In
addition, authorities have
been coordinating effective-
ly with neighboring govern-

ments to identify, arrest, and
take legal action against
offenders.

As part of these ongoing

equipment in Mongyai Town

efforts, on August 26, dur-
ing an operation to arrest

: 'I; individuals involved in il-

legal online scam activities
between Man Maing and
Man Ka villages in Mongyai
Township, northern Shan
State, two suspects man-
aged to flee. However, they

= were apprehended today in
.. the afternoon near Nali Vil-
. lage. The two individuals;

a Chinese national and a
Kazakhstani national were
found in possession of 10
mobile phones of various
types.

It has been reported that
the detained suspects will
face rigorous legal action

in accordance with existing
laws once necessary inves-
tigations are completed.
The seized equipment will
also be processed following
established procedures.
The state continues to
actively collaborate with
neighboring countries, re-
gional nations and inter-
national organizations to
eliminate online scam and
gambling operations and
to ensure that such activi-
ties cannot take root within
Myanmar. Efforts to com-
bat these crimes are being
pursued with vigor and
determination.
100

From Page 13

Knowing that fighting will
not lead to victory, I want to
tell my friends to enter the
light as quickly as possible.
Stop doing what is impos-
sible. Staying there will only
ruin your life and future;
nothing will ever progress,
and your youth will simply
be lost. Come into the light
on your own, reunite with
your family, earn a living,
and let those who need to at-
tend school go back to their
studies. At first, I thought
about returning to the legal
fold for over a week or two.
While thinking it over, since
I'had friends who had already
entered the legal fold, I called
them and asked if things were

okay for them. They said
everything was peaceful and
fine, and that returnees were
systematically reunited with
their parents after the cer-
emony. Initially, I thought I
would definitely end up in de-
tention, but it wasn't like that
at all. We could stay freely.
They even let us go outside;
there was no confinement.
They provided everything,
from sets of clothes to liv-
ing arrangements, food, and
drink—ensuring everything
was convenient. It is com-
pletely different from living
in the jungle.

Interview (2)

I ended up there because
I was forcibly conscripted by
the terrorist PDF. Living in-

side was not easy. They dis-
criminated against us, forced
us to collect extortion mon-
ey, and destroyed schools.
Furthermore, they dressed
up in military uniforms to
stage and film deceptive
videos. Because of that, we
hated their methods; we also
hated the NUG government.

Initially, we thought we
would be beaten and impris-
oned when we arrived here.
But that was not the case.
When we arrived, everyone
welcomed us warmly, treat-
ing us like brothers, sisters,
sons, and grandsons. To all
the brothers and sisters still
over there: after hearing my

mapiaisciciinbopnd
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words, please come into the
light as quickly as possible.
Never remain in the dark-
ness; come out to the light
immediately. Staying in their
hands will only ruin your
life further and further. They
forced me to serve as a sol-
dier, murdered my uncle, and
threatened my family. I had

to serve for five whole years.
It was because of those bitter
experiences that I chose to
enter the light. Arriving here,
I was received with a warm
welcome, and I would like to
express my sincere gratitude
to everyone for welcoming
us so warmly.

100
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A PDF member returning to the legal fold gives an interview. A PDF member returning to the legal fold gives an interview.

Farmers grow more than 3,000 acres of sunflower in Pale Township

A sunflower plantation.

Pale August 28

Local farmers have
placed 3,225 acres of crop-
lands under sunflower as
monsoon crops in Pale
Township of Sagaing Re-
gion, according to the town-
ship Agriculture Depart-
ment.

During the 2026-2027

#| monsoon crop planting sea-

son, local authorities in
Pale Township targeted the
cultivation of 3,220 acres of
sunflower. Planting began
in May of this year, and
local farmers planted 3,225
acres exceeding the target
cultivation.

"During this year's mon-
soon crop planting season
in Pale Township, 3,220
acres of sunflower were
targeted, and 3,225 acres
have now been planted.
To reduce palm oil im-
ports from abroad, we will
work to expand the culti-
vation of sunflower as an
oilseed crop. In terms of
oil yield per acre, sunflower
produces more than other
crops like groundnut and
sesame," said Daw Khin
Lay Nwe, Head of the Pale
Township Department of
Agriculture.

To expand sunflower

cultivation in Pale Town-
ship, the relevant Township
Department of Agricul-
ture is intensifying educa-
tional training programs
and actively conducting
capacity-building sessions
for both staff and sunflower
farmers.

This year, plans are in
place to supply seeds to
sunflower farmers in Pale
Township, provide urea fer-
tilizer at affordable prices,
and distribute the harvested
sunflower seeds through
farmer-to-farmer exchange
systems.

206
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