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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

U Min Aung Hlaing addresses Union government meeting
Combine advantages of Myanmar and its neighbours to
eﬂ‘ectlvely serve the 1nterest Of the country and the people

@R

President U Min Aung Hlaing addresses the Union government meeting.

Nay Pyi Taw August 25

A Union government
meeting of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar took
place at the Union govern-
ment meeting hall of the
Presidential Palace in Nay
Pyi Taw this afternoon, ad-
dressed by President U Min
Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Vice Presidents U
Nyo Saw and Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye, union ministers, the
Nay Pyi Taw Council chair.
Region/state chief ministers
attended the meeting through
video conferencing.

Foreign visits further

strengthen international
diplomatic relations, friend-
ship, and interactions and
multi-sectoral cooperation

In his keynote address,
the President said he had vis-
ited Thailand, Russian Fed-
eration and Republic of Bela-
rus in August at the invitation
of the heads of the countries.
During the visit to Thailand,
the President was able to
hold talks on wide array of
issues including the contin-
ued promotion of bilateral
friendship and relations and
multi-sectoral cooperation,

peace and security in border
areas, trade, and investment.
Furthermore, regarding My-
anmar citizens and migrant
workers who are in Thai-
land for various reasons, it
was reported that matters
concerning their safety, the
full attainment of their labor
rights, and their protection in
accordance with the laws of
both countries were earnestly
discussed during meetings
with the Prime Minister of
Thailand and the Acting
President of the National As-
sembly of Thailand, as they
are fellow Myanmar citizens.

During the recent vis-
its to Russian Federation
and Republic of Belarus, the
President said he was able to
achieve concrete results in
multiple issues including the
matters relating to deepening
of friendship and interactions,
economy, trade, investment,
education, electricity and en-
ergy, science and technology,
space technology, defence,
and industry. In exerting all-
round efforts for national
development, the government
must understand the geopoliti-
cally importance of the neigh-
bouring countries and their

main trading hubs and links.
The government should
integrate the advantages
of Myanmar and its neigh-
bours to effectively serve the
interest of the country and
the people. Friendly visits
to the regional partners and
neighbours have deepened
friendship, interactions, co-
operation in all fields among
the countries. The advan-
tages and superior positions
of those countries must be
analyzed and utilized.
Progress of national econo-
my and socioeconomic lives
calls for concrete action
Historical records in-
dicate that the economic
downturn is the main culprit
of the conflicts appeared
in the nation throughout
the successive eras. Hence,
union ministers, union level
dignitaries and officials of
the regions and states must
put forward correct and ob-
jective reports on the true
situation of the country. As
national economic develop-
ment projects and plans are
based on the reported data,
careful attention must be
paid to the correctness of the
ground situation and figures.

All the global countries
are striving for strengthening
their economy. Myanmar is
also doing the same by using
all available energy and op-
portunities. But Myanmar is
experiencing delays without
achieving expected progress
due to economic and political
sanctions imposed by certain
countries. It is a must for
the government to achieve
economic progress through
the increase in local products
and exports. In so doing,
support must be provided
to the production industries
that mainly rely on domestic
raw materials. Moreover, the
country should strive to pro-
duce import-substitute goods
and boost exports.

As the slogan “the
strength of the nation lies
within”, the country will not
rely on foreign aids or loans.
It will develop is economy
by utilizing all available
internal forces and provid-
ing support to domestic
production. To do so, My-
anmar already has favourable
resources and foundations
for agriculture and livestock
and production businesses.
Here the main requirement

is the concrete action, united
efforts of the Union people
and peace and stability. Un-
ion ministers responsible
for their specific sectors,
and responsible persons of
regions and states must give
priority to the development of
agro-based industries. In run-
ning production businesses,
efforts must be made for the
success of the production
businesses based on agri-
culture and livestock which
is a renewable resource,
rather than extracting above
ground and underground
resources.

He stated that in efforts to
boost export earnings, work
must be undertaken to revi-
talize Myanmar Paw Hsan
Hmwe paddy and regain its
market share. He added that
land must be used effectively,
per-acre yields need to be
improved, and in line with the
saying "You yourself must
strive for what you want,"
efforts should be made to
find solutions for success in
respective sectors, urging all
to work with full commitment
for national economic devel-
opment and the improvement
of citizens' socio-economic
lives.

He stated that acquiring
skilled human resources
with knowledge and exper-
tise is an absolute necessity
when implementing plans
for national economic de-
velopment. He noted that
according to the population
and housing censuses, the
percentage of the country's
uneducated population was
58.18 percent in 1973, 41.09
percent in 1983, 10.7 percent
in 2014, and 5.67 percent in
2024. He observed that these
figures reflect a reasonable
degree of progress in the
nation's education sector.
He emphasized that a stable,
peaceful, and prosperous
future state can only be built
when educated human re-
sources abound. He added
that education is being pro-
moted through various means
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and from all angles, providing
monetary rewards and sup-
port to teaching staff, while
also ensuring that all schools
become standard schools
equipped with the necessary
basic teaching aids.

He stated that as My-
anmar relies heavily on
agriculture and livestock,
high schools, institutes, and
universities focusing on ag-
riculture, livestock, and in-
dustrial technology are being
operated to train domain ex-
perts. He noted substantial
market demand for these
products across neighbor-
ing and regional countries,
adding that meeting this
demand would significantly
drive national economic
growth. Consequently, he
called on Union-level of-
ficials alongside Region
and State Chief Ministers to
prioritize and aggressively
execute strategies ensuring
the success of the agriculture
and livestock sectors.

He also stated that cotton
cultivation plays an important
role in agriculture, as raw
cotton is harvested and pro-
cessed into yarn, and clothing
made from it is used daily by
humans from birth to death.
He noted that cotton is an
essential agricultural product
for the nation that enables
connected industrial opera-
tions, making it a genuinely
beneficial sector. He therefore
urged relevant sectors to work
hard toward increasing cotton
cultivation and the production
of cotton products.

Regarding oilseed crops,
he stated that oil crops must
be successfully cultivated and
produced to ensure domestic
edible oil self-sufficiency. In
doing so, since good seeds
as well as sufficient irriga-
tion and maturing water are
necessary to successfully
grow sesame, which is an
oilseed crop, regional and
state governments in sesa-
me-cultivating areas should
systematically fulfill these

requirements. See Page 13
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(Tatmadaw and Local News)

4™ rainy season tree-planting ceremony (2026) of
families of Office of Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services (Army, Navy and Air) held

General Ye Win Oo pours a teak sapling.

Nay Pyi Taw August 25
The 4" rainy season tree-

| planting ceremony (2026) of

families of the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air) was
held near Yezin Dam in
Zeyathiri Township in Nay
Pyi Taw this morning and
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services General Ye
Win Oo graced it by planting
a treasured teak tree.

Also present at the cer-
emony were his wife Daw

" Nilar, Deputy Commander-

in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief

' (Army) General Kyaw Swa
‘¥ Lin and his wife Daw Nan

Kue Ku, union ministers
and their wives, the chief of

General Staff (Army, Navy,
Air) and his wife, the com-
mander-in-chief (Navy) and
his wife, the commander-in-
chief (Air) and his wife, sen-
ior officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services and their
wives, trainee senior officers
from the Ntional Defence
College and officers, other
ranks and families of offices
and departments under the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air).
First, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
and his wife led the cer-
emony planting a treasured
teak tree. Then, attendees
planted teak, Ironwood,

mahogany and padauk trees
at designated places.

Afterward, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services and his wife and
party inspected the tree-
planting activities of offic-
ers, other ranks and families.

Altogether 2,400 teak,
iron, mahogany and padauk
trees were planted at today’s
ceremony.

Third similar tree-plant-
ing ceremonies were held at
respective regional military
commands today and treas-
ured, industrial, perennial
edible and windbreaker trees
including 11,591 trees in Nay
Pyi Taw command, 5,030
trees in Northern command,
3,460 trees in Northeastern

command, 12,910 trees in
Eastern command, 9,570
trees in Eastern Central
command, 11,160 trees in
Triangle Region command,
4,915 trees in Southeastern
command, 6,933 trees in
Coastal Region command,
10,990 trees in Yangon com-
mand, 3,900 trees in South-
western command, 5,100
trees in Western command,
7,190 tees in Northwestern
command, 46,696 trees in
Central command and 7,380
trees in Southern command
were collectively planted
by respective commanders,
relevant officers, officers,
other ranks, totaling 148,
226 trees today for the entire

Tatmadaw. 100

From Page 12

He noted that Myanmar is
among the top countries ex-
porting pulses internationally.
Therefore, pulse cultivation
must be treated as a primary
national economy, and efforts
should be made to produce
high-quality pulses. Regard-
ing rubber, he added that rub-
ber products enable industrial
manufacturing and face large
market demand, making it
necessary to work toward
increasing yield rates.

Then, he stated that a
government bears the pri-
mary responsibility to foster
national economic devel-
opment, and only by driv-
ing progress in the national
economy and improving the
socio-economic lives of the
public can it earn the people’s
trust and reliance. He added
that amidst political and
economic sanctions, efforts
are being made to overcome
challenges through the best
possible methods to achieve
national economic growth.

Officials taking strict
supervision to ensure fast,
safe, and smooth trade
operations while eliminat-
ing illegal trade

Regarding trade, he stated
that all import and export op-
erations need to be conducted
honestly and correctly. He
noted that relevant officials
must strictly inspect and en-
sure the quality of import
and export goods, avoiding
any dishonest practices that
could damage the country's
image. He added that to make
commodity flow fast and
smooth, unnecessary inspec-
tion checkpoints along routes
should be reduced, while
strict supervision must be
maintained to prevent illegal
trade. He explained that ille-
gal trade leads to losses for the
state due to the non-receipt of
deserved taxes and harms the
public, who end up paying
high prices for sub-standard
goods. Therefore, he urged of-
ficials to pay special attention
to supervising and ensuring

fast, safe, and smooth trade
operations while eliminating
illegal trade.

Afterwards, Union Min-
isters and Region and State
Chief Ministers discussed and
presented matters according
to their respective sectors.

In his supplementary re-
marks, the President high-
lighted that the current rainy
season has led to flooding in
several regions, primarily due
to the silting of major rivers
and streams, coupled with
increased rainfall. He noted
that the situation could be
mitigated through systematic
dredging and maintenance of
waterways, along with the
removal of silt and sediment
to improve water flow. To
facilitate these efforts, solar-
powered dredging equipment
is being utilized.

He also addressed urban
flooding, attributing it largely
to blockages in drainage sys-
tems caused by improper
waste disposal. He urged city
residents to dispose of waste

responsibly and called on lo-
cal administrative bodies, mu-
nicipal authorities, and urban
communities to collaborate in
preventing flooding in their
respective towns and cities.

On the topic of urban
cleanliness and aesthetics,
the President drew compari-
sons with Russia and Be-
larus, where he observed
well-maintained and orderly
cities as both municipal
authorities and individual
citizens adhered to sys-
tematic practices to ensure
clean and pleasant urban
environments. He called on
regional and state-level ad-
ministrations to work closely
with the public to achieve
these goals.

Turning to education, the
President stressed the need to
upgrade all basic education
schools to meet established
standards. He noted that out
of approximately 50,000 ba-
sic education schools nation-
wide, only about 10 percent
currently meet the criteria.

The standards require primary
schools to have 3 to 5 acres,
middle schools 5 to 7 acres,
and high schools 7 to 10 acres
of land. Such schools must
also include designated areas
for student assembly, sports,
and playgrounds, along with
properly constructed build-
ings. He instructed regional
and state authorities to sys-
tematically survey existing
school facilities and prioritize
upgrading those that meet the
land-size requirements dur-
ing his government’s tenure.
He further emphasized that
school construction must
be systematic and sustain-
able, ensuring safety, orderli-
ness, and a clean environ-
ment. The President called
on administrative officials
to oversee these efforts
and urged collaboration
among students, parents,
teachers, and administra-
tive bodies to advance the
country’s education sector
comprehensively.

In his concluding re-

marks, the President ad-
dressed tax contributions,
reminding business operators
and the public to fulfill their
tax obligations. He stated
that the government uses
tax revenues for national
development and stressed the
importance of utilizing these
funds effectively in areas of
genuine need. He called on
ministries and regional au-
thorities to ensure transparent
and efficient use of tax mon-
ey, keeping the interests of
taxpayers in mind.
Reaffirming the nation’s
commitment to a federal-
based multi-party democracy,
the President urged regional
and state governments to
exercise their delegated pow-
ers while also ensuring the
successful implementation
of Union-level policies. He
called on Union ministries
to provide systematic over-
sight and coordination to
achieve these objectives.
The meeting then came

to an end. 100

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including school-
teachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to
protect the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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