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(Statement and Local News)

Nay Pyi Taw August 18
At the invitation of His Excellency Mr. Aleksandr
Lukashenko, President of the Republic of Belarus, His
Excellency U Min Aung Hlaing, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, will pay an Official Visit to
the Republic of Belarus following his Official Visit to the
Russian Federation.

Press Release

President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, H.E.
U Min Aung Hlaing to pay Official Visit to the Republic of Belarus

During the visit, the President of Myanmar will meet
with the President of the Republic of Belarus, the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Belarus, and the Chairman of
the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Belarus and other officials from the Bela-
rusian Government. The President will cordially discuss
matters relating to the further consolidation of the existing

bilateral friendship and mutually beneficial cooperation in
all areas of common interest including economic, security
and social sectors. During the visit, the President will also
attend the Opening Ceremony of the Myanmar Embassy in
Minsk and the Myanmar-Belarus Business Forum.

The President will be accompanied by Union Ministers
and officials during the visit.

Vice President U Nyo Saw, Chairman of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal Trade, attends and delivers an
opening address at the (1/2026) coordination meeting of the
Steerlng Commlttee for Antl-Illegal Trade

and taking action against
illegal cargo transport in ac-
cordance with the law, mat-
ters concerning ensuring the
smooth and secure flow of
goods along trade routes, and
efforts to enable the use of the

- currently utilized container E-
- Lock system across all trade

.. routes, while urging every-

Vice President U Nyo Saw delivering an opening address at the (1/2026) coordination meeting of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal Trade.

Nay Pyi Taw August 18
The (1/2026) coordina-
tion meeting of the Steering
Committee for Anti-Illegal
Trade was held today at 10:00
AM at the Union Government
Office conference hall, at-

tended by Steering Commit-
tee Chairman Vice President
U Nyo Saw, Vice Chairmen,
committee members, Chair-
men of the Anti-Illegal Trade
Special Task Forces from the
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area,

Regions, and States, depart-
mental officials, and invited
guests.

At the meeting, the Vice
President, provided detailed
instructions regarding the
seizure status of illegal trade

during the current period cov-
ering April, May, June, and
July 2026, the implementa-
tion of guidance provided by
the President, matters related
to conducting orderly inspec-
tions at border checkpoints

& one to carry out anti-illegal

trade operations as a national
duty to reduce and eliminate

{ illegal trade.

Next, the Secretary of the
Steering Committee, Deputy
Minister for Commerce U
Win Myint Khaing, presented
the completion status of deci-
sions made at the previous
Steering Committee meeting
alongside upcoming work
plans. Vice Chairmen of the
Steering Committee, Union
Minister for Home Affairs
Lieutenant General Nyunt
Win Swe and Union Minister

for Finance and Revenue Dr.
Kan Zaw, together with Steer-
ing Committee members Un-
ion Minister for Commerce U
Tun Ohn and Deputy Minister
for Defence Major General
Aung Myo Thant, then de-
tailed their respective min-
istry-level anti-illegal trade
operations, achievements,
and future action plans. Ad-
ditionally, Chairmen of the
Anti-Illegal Trade Special
Task Forces from the Nay Pyi
Taw Council Area, Regions,
and States reported on their
implementation progress,
while other attendees pre-
sented general matters.

In response to the pres-
entations, the Vice President
conducted a review and dis-
cussion, provided necessary
instructions and guidance,
delivered closing remarks,
and adjourned the meeting.

MNA

France publishes updated military programming law for 2024-2030

Paris August 18
France on Tuesday
promulgated an updated
military programming law
for 2024-2030 to accelerate
the country's rearmament

efforts.

The update to France's
2024-2030 Military Pro-
gramming Law, originally
enacted in 2023, increases
the defense budget for 2026-

2030 by 36 billion euros
(about 41.7 billion U.S.
dollars), bringing total fund-
ing for 2024-2030 to 436
billion euros (about 504.7
billion U.S. dollars) in cur-

rent terms.

According to the French
government, defense spend-
ing will rise to at least 2.5
percent of the country's
GDP in 2030, with a target

of reaching 3.5 percent of
GDP by 2035.

The law also transforms
France's Defense and Citi-
zenship Day into a Mobiliza-
tion Day. Refocused on the

fundamentals of national
defense, the event will place
greater emphasis on mili-
tary activities and national
cohesion.

Xinhua

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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