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President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at opening

of

Myanmar-Japan Busines

i'.:l-:"g

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the opening of Myanmar-Japan Business Forum.

Nay Pyi Taw July 28

Aimed at further strength-
ening Myanmar-Japan friend-
ly ties and comprehensively
developing socioeconomic
sector of Myanmar, the My-
anmar-Japan Business Fo-
rum jointly organized by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Association of Myan-
mar-Japan Socio-Economic
Development Cooperation,
and Ingo Peace of Japan,
took place at the Myanmar
Convention Centre (Yangon)
in Mayangon Township of
Yangon Region this morning,
with an address by President
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar U Min Aung
Hlaing.

Also present at the cer-
emony were Union Minis-
ters U Mya Tun Oo, Lt-Gen
Nyunt Win Swe, U Aung
Kyaw Hoe, Dr Kan Zaw,
U Htein Linn, U Myo Zaw
Thein, Dr Charlie Than, U
Khin Maung Soe, U Tun Ohn,
U Myo Thant and U Maung
Myint, Chairman of the
Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission U Thit
Linn Ohn, Yangon Region
Chief Minister U Aung Naing
Thu, the Regional Hluttaw
Speaker, the commander of
Yangon Command, deputy
ministers, regional cabinet
members, departmental of-
ficials, the president of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Chairman of
Indo Peace of Japan Mr.
Nakazawa Hiroyuki, heads

of top Japanese companies,
the chair and officials of As-
sociation of Myanmar-Japan
Socio-Economic Develop-
ment Cooperation, officials
from Japanese companies,
chairs and officials from as-
sociations, and officials from
Myanmar companies operat-
ing trade with Japan.

The President inaugurat-
ed the forum with the digital
technology. Artistes from the
Ministry of Hotels, Tourism
and Culture performed the
choral dances titled “Dances
in Royal Palace with sweet
song”.

In his opening speech, the
President said that the mutual
respect, affection, friendship,
and close bonds between
the peoples of Myanmar
and Japan have remained
deeply rooted and endur-
ing to the extent that they
can be regarded as a model
in the history of relations
between the two countries.
Diplomatic relations between
the two countries were es-
tablished in 1954, and have
now continued for more than
70 years. It is acknowledged
and appreciated that the bilat-
eral relations and economic
investments between the
two countries have made
significant contributions to
the social development and
human resource development
of the people of Myanmar.

According to bilateral
trade statistics, Myanmar-Ja-
pan bilateral trade has shown
growth, with the total trade
value reaching US$1,334.795

million in the 2023-2024 fi-
nancial year, US$1,194.394
million in the 2024-2025 FY,
and US$1,343.665 million in
the 2025-2026 FY.

In the 2024-2025 FY,
Myanmar’s exports to Japan
were valued at US$1,058.58
million, while imports
from Japan amounted to
US$135.81 million. The total
bilateral trade value between
Myanmar and Japan in the
2024-2025 fiscal year was

US$1,194.394 million. Japan |

accounted for 4.38 per cent
of Myanmar’s total trade and
ranked as Myanmar’s sixth-
largest trading partner.

The major export prod-

ucts from Myanmar to Japan
include garments, footwear,

pulses and beans, pearls, !

and electrical equipment.
The main import products
from Japan are textiles, trans-
port equipment, electrical
machinery, machinery and
mechanical appliances, and
lace and lace fabrics. So,
the President expressed his
hope that the Myanmar-Japan
Business Forum will further
promote bilateral trade be-
tween Myanmar and Japan to
a greater extent than before.
Reviewing the invest-
ment as well, Japan is one of
the key countries playing an
important role in Myanmar’s
investment sector. In particu-
lar, the Thilawa Special Eco-
nomic Zone (Thilawa SEZ)
is a prominent symbol of
cooperation between the two
countries. It can be seen that
Japan has made investments

worth billions of dollars in
sectors including industrial
zones, manufacturing, logis-
tics, energy, and services.

In the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone project, Ja-
pan plays a leading role with

President U Min Aun

the largest share of invest-
ment, accounting for 29.92
per cent, and it can be re-
garded as a flagship project
of Myanmar-Japan economic
cooperation. More than 50
Japanese companies have
invested in the Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone and are
operating businesses there.
From 2014 to March 2026,
a total of 126 companies
from 21 foreign countries,
including Japan, as well as
Myanmar companies, have
been granted approval to
invest in the Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone, with
total investments exceeding
US$2.3 billion.

At present, the govern-

s Forum

ment is placing emphasis
on ensuring a stable supply
of electricity for factories
within the Thilawa Special
Economic Zone and facili-
tating smoother and more
convenient business opera-
tions, including through the
provision of One-Stop Ser-
vices. In addition, efforts are
being promoted to strengthen
supply chains by linking with
domestic Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MS-
MEs). Japanese investors
are also invited to further
increase their investments
in sectors that can produce
value-added products by
utilizing Myanmar’s agri-
cultural and livestock-based
raw materials, as well as in
advanced technology sectors
that contribute to environ-
mental conservation.
Japan’s MSME and SME
sectors have played an impor-
tant role in the country’s de-
velopment into an advanced
nation up to the present day.

Myanmar is also making ef-
forts to promote the develop-
ment and growth of MSME
businesses. The President
reiterated that Myanmar wel-
comes investment from Japan
in the MSME sector.

According to investment
data in our country, Japan
is the ninth-largest foreign
investor in Myanmar, with
a total investment amount
of US$1,869.056 million.
A total of 127 investment
projects from Japan are cur-
rently operating and carrying
out business activities in
Myanmar.

Around 300 Japanese
companies are currently op-
erating businesses in Myan-

¢ Hlaing observes an exhibition booth.

mar, and more than 1,500
Japanese nationals are resid-
ing in the country. This has
facilitated smooth economic
cooperation between busi-
ness communities of the two
countries as well as people-
to-people exchanges, and
will also contribute to further
strengthening and promoting
the friendly relations and
close ties between Myanmar
and Japan.

Myanmar is situated at a
strategic geographical loca-
tion between India and Chi-
na, the world's most populous
countries, and Bangladesh,
another highly populous na-
tion, with a vast market and
arapidly developing ASEAN
region at its heart. Moreover,
Myanmar possesses favoura-
ble foundations for economic
growth and development,
and is a country rich in hu-
man resources and abundant
natural resources. It is an
agriculture-based nation with
plentiful water resources and

N il et
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vast tracts of potential arable
land. With diverse climatic
conditions, terrains, and sea-
sons, it can easily cultivate
not only perennial crops but
also seasonal produce such as
rice, pulses, corn, fruits, and
vegetables. Our government
is striving to transition from
traditional farming methods
to a modernized, productiv-
ity-driven, and sustainable
agriculture-based economic
system.

Furthermore, in order
to meet the country's cur-
rent needs, we are encour-
aging and inviting invest-
ment in sectors such as
fertilizer production, public
transportation, See Page 13
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President of Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing inspects Diesel Locomotive Factory
(Mahlwagon) Of MR Mlnlstry of Transport
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and Communications U Mya
Tun Oo at the meeting hall of
the factory.

Over the reports, the
President pointed out the
needs to conduct research
consistently to produce and
use better locomotives at
home, to take steps to im-
prove craftsmanship and
strength of machinery in
production, to construct staff
quarters systematically for
high living standards of them,
to complete construction

| works according to their

schedules for respective fis-
cal year in a timely manner,

_ to operate steam locomotives

President U Min Aung Hlaing inspects DEMU locomotives at the Diesel Locomotive Factory (Mahlwagon).

Nay Pyi Taw July 28

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, accom-
panied by members of his
entourage, the chief minister
of Yangon Region, the com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand and officials, inspected
Diesel Locomotive Factory
(Mahlwagon) of Myanmar
Railways of the Ministry of
Transport this morning.

First, the President heard
reports on the brief history of

the factory, the vision and ob-
jectives, appointment of staff,
implementation of instruc-
tions given by the Head of
State during previous visits,
measures taken for durabil-
ity of railroads, construction
of freight carriages, sending
staff on study tours to other
countries based on their fields
of work to enhance their
capabilities to implement
international standard rail
transportation, preparations
for production of electric en-

gines, plans to operate three
freight trains along Yangon-
Mandalay railroad section
and three passenger trains
along Yangon circular rail-
road by manufacturing BEL
locomotives, operations of
trains along Bago-Taungoo
and Taungoo-Nay Pyi Taw
railroad sections by replacing
RBEs with BEMUs, prepa-
rations for electricity and
signal communications to
operate electric trains along
Yangon-Mandalay railroad

section, operations of trains
along railroad sections de-
pending on passenger traf-
fics, consistent efforts for
maintenance of locomotives
and cleanliness and tidiness
of locomotive factories and
yards, conditions of trains in
operation, operations, pauses
and maintenance of diesel
and DEMU locomotives and
reviews and assessments on
defects submitted by Union
Minister for Transportation
and for Digital Development

after repairing and carry out
maintenance works in their
original styles, to lay bal-
lasts and sleepers systemati-
cally to reinforce railroads, to
carry out maintenance works
along unused railroads to
make them ready for train
operations, to carry out lo-
comotive maintenance works
according to their designated
operation hours, to take sys-
tematic measures for precise
departures and arrivals ac-
cording to their timetables as
rail transportation is used by
the public, to make consistent
efforts for cleanliness and ti-
diness of passenger carriages
and disciplined rides and
convenience of passengers
that meet their standards.

Then, the President made
remarks on consistent devel-
opment rail transportation,
saying as efforts are currently
being made to use electricity
sufficiently in the country, the
government has been sup-
porting production of battery
locomotives domestically
and operation of them along
some railroads. Railroad
bridges must be built over
busy railroads without fail
and preparations must be
made to construct subways in
Yangon. In building railroads,
carriages and infrastructures
for rail transportation, future
technical needs must be an-
ticipated. It is necessary to
take targeted measures to
operate electric trains in the
future. Continued steps must
be taken to assemble DEMU
trains with our own designs
domestically. It is necessary
to improve the construction
of trains in our country by
consistently studying train
construction technologies
from other countries. Main-
tenance works must be car-
ried out for improvement of
railroad crossings.

Afterward, the President
inspected DEMU locomo-
tives under regular mainte-
nance tasks in the factory and
gave necessary instructions
on reports of responsible
officials. MNA

From Page 12

electric vehicle production,
cement production, steel
manufacturing, value-added
agricultural and livestock
products, and pharmaceuti-
cal and medical equipment
production. We are also
promoting the development
of high-value rubber prod-
ucts based on our strong
raw material base, as well
as rubber-based tyre and
furniture manufacturing in-
dustries.

Our government is con-
tinuously working to create a
more transparent, robust, and
open business environment
for investors, to streamline
procedures and regulations,
and to provide appropriate
policy support. We sincerely
invite Japanese businesspeo-
ple to confidently participate
and invest in Myanmar's
long-term development. The

state always welcomes in-
vestments from Japanese
enterprises and will provide
necessary support to the best
of our ability.

Myanmar is prioritizing
and inviting investment in
essential energy infrastruc-
ture projects, as well as in
agriculture, livestock and
agro-based industries, re-
newable energy production,
education, health, technol-
ogy, and digital services.

Following the free and
fair elections in our coun-
try, the new government
is implementing econom-
ic reforms to improve the
business and investment
climate. For example, we
have reduced tariff rates for
investments related to the
development of electric ve-
hicles (EVs) and associated
industries. We are particu-
larly reviewing regulatory

procedures and transition-
ing to digital systems to
make processes easier and
faster, and we are currently
developing the Myanmar
Digital Roadmap 2030. We
are also implementing the
Yadanabon Cyber City pro-
ject, covering approximately
10,000 acres in a favourable
climate zone in central My-
anmar, and we invite inter-
ested Japanese investors to
participate.

We believe that this fo-
rum will serve as a good
foundation for further en-
hancing existing trade and
investment between our two
countries. We are confident
that by combining Myan-
mar's natural resources, agri-
cultural potential, youth and
labor force strengths with
Japanese businesspeople's
advanced technology, capi-
tal, management experience,

and technical expertise, we
can build a stronger win-win
economic environment.

Japanese businesspeople
attending this "Myanmar-
Japan Business Forum" will
see for themselves that My-
anmar is peaceful and stable,
with businesses operating
normally. We therefore ask
our friends attending to con-
vey these realities to the
Japanese people.

We wish for stronger
ties between businesspeople
from both sides through to-
day's forum, and for increas-
ingly solid opportunities
and positive outcomes in
economic cooperation.

The Chairman of Ingo
Peace from Japan then
explained the purpose of
holding the Myanmar-Ja-
pan Business Forum. He
expressed his sincere pride
and joy in being able to hold

this opening ceremony. He
extended special thanks and
appreciation to the mem-
bers of the Myanmar-Japan
Socio-Economic Develop-
ment Cooperation Associa-
tion who worked tirelessly
to make this forum a reality.
As a Japanese citizen, he
expressed great happiness
at being able to create an op-
portunity to jointly discuss
future cooperation between
the two countries under the
framework of Myanmar-
Japan bilateral collaboration.
He expressed hope that both
nations could work together
to build a new future filled
with hope and prosperity. He
also offered his best wishes
that today's Myanmar-Japan
Business Forum would mark
a new step, opening a new
chapter in the history of
friendship and cooperation
between the two countries.

Afterward, the Chair-
man of Ingo Peace of Japan
respectfully presented a
commemorative gift for the
opening of the Myanmar-
Japan Economic Forum to
the President. Following
this, students from the Na-
tional University of Arts
and Culture (Yangon), un-
der the Department of Fine
Arts of the Ministry of Ho-
tels, Tourism, and Culture,
performed a dance to the
Japanese song "Sakura"
(Cherry Blossoms).

Subsequently, the Presi-
dent and attendees of the
ceremony took a commemo-
rative group photo.

After the ceremony, the
President and the attendees
toured the exhibition booths
set up for the opening of the
Myanmar-Japan Business
Forum with great interest.

MNA
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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses 1/2026
Plenary Meetlng of Farmers' Rights Protection Body

BTy 1

k

Nay Pyi Taw July 28

The 1/2026 Plenary
Meeting of the Leading
Body for the Protection of
Farmers' Rights and En-
hancement of Their Benefits
was held this afternoon
at the meeting hall of the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Irrigation
in Nay Pyi Taw and Vice
President Daw Nan Ni Ni
Aye, who serves as Chair of
the Leading Body, attended
the meeting and delivered
the opening address.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Secretary
and members of the Lead-
ing Body for the Protec-
tion of Farmers' Rights
and Enhancement of Their
Benefits, including Union
ministers, the Chairman of

yF

the Nay Pyi Taw Council,
the Governor of the Central
Bank of Myanmar, deputy
ministers, heads of depart-
ments, vice chairpersons of
relevant organizations, ex-
perts, and other responsible
officials. Chief ministers and
officials from the regions
and states participated virtu-
ally via an online platform.

In her opening remarks,
Vice President Daw Nan Ni
Ni Aye said that Myanmar's
economic development is
based on agriculture and
livestock farming, making
the long-term development
of these sectors critically
important. She stressed the
need to safeguard the rights
and interests of farmers and
livestock breeders from any
losses or disadvantages. She

also emphasized that sus-
tained support is needed to
ensure access to the key re-
quirements for agricultural
and livestock production—
quality seeds and breeds,
fertile land, water resources,
appropriate technologies,
and capital. She said farmers
should have access to quali-
ty seeds, seedlings, breeding
stock, fertilizers, pesticides,
water resources, animal
feed, veterinary medicines,
and the necessary techni-
cal assistance. She further
noted that coordinated ef-
forts are required to ensure
that smallholder farmers,
who often lack sufficient
capital, can obtain afford-
able agricultural loans.

The Vice President said
it is essential to ensure that

m———
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Vice President Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye addresses the 1/2026 Plenary Meeting of the Leading Body for the Protection
of Farmers' Rights and Enhancement of Their Benefits.

all farmers have access to
markets by providing them
with information on do-
mestic and international
market opportunities, as
well as modern information
technologies. She added that
smallholder farmers who
have limited market access
should be supported through
farmer groups and coopera-
tives so they can collectively
buy inputs, market their
produce, and conduct busi-
ness more effectively. She
also noted that the govern-
ment has been increasing
agricultural loans through
the Myanma Agricultural
Development Bank in line
with seasonal requirements
and farmers' needs. In ad-
dition, the government has
established an Economic

Promotion Fund to assist
rice and oilseed growers by
supplying fertilizer under a
deferred payment system,
allowing farmers to repay
the cost after harvesting
their crops. Furthermore,

' she stressed the need to

strengthen reliable rural
credit and financial sys-
tems to enable farmers to
more readily invest in and
adopt new agricultural and
livestock production tech-
nologies.

It is necessary for rel-
evant members to study
the market and trade infor-
mation and trade policies
published by regional or-
ganizations such as ASEAN,
BIMSTEC, and the Greater
Mekong Subregion (GMS)
in advance so that they can
be informed in advance and
to warn their farmers about
the risks of major market
fluctuations when their prod-
ucts are ready for export.

The Vice President said
that Myanmar is one of
the countries in the region
endowed with abundant
land and water resources,
and these resources should
be utilized to their fullest
potential. She stressed that
the country must adapt its
agricultural and livestock
production systems to keep
pace with the evolving glob-
al food system. She added
that this transition should
not only aim to achieve food
security, but also ensure ad-
equate nutrition, food safety,
increased productivity, and
long-term sustainability.

To this end, she said, the
necessary policies should be
formulated and effectively
implemented. She also urged
all relevant stakeholders to
strictly comply with exist-
ing laws, rules, regulations,
policies, and assigned re-
sponsibilities, while continu-
ing to work toward greater
progress in the agricultural
and livestock sectors.
Following the Vice
President's remarks, the
Secretary of the Leading
Body, Union Minister for
Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Min Naung,
briefed the meeting on the
organizational structure and
assigned responsibilities
of the Leading Body for
the Protection of Farmers'
Rights and Enhancement of
Their Benefits, its working
committee and task forces,
as well as the progress of
their ongoing activities.
The members of the
Leading Body then dis-
cussed sector-specific initia-
tives related to the protec-
tion of farmers' rights and
the enhancement of their
benefits. They reviewed the
implementation status of
decisions adopted at the pre-
vious meeting, reported on
the progress of ongoing ac-
tivities, and presented plans
for future work within their
respective sectors. The Vice
President provided addi-
tional remarks, coordinated
on matters requiring further
action, delivered the closing
address, and the meeting

was adjourned. MNA

Hamas delegation heads to Cairo for Gaza ceasefire talks

Gaza July 28

A delegation from the
Islamic Resistance Move-
ment (Hamas) left for the
Egyptian capital Cairo on
Tuesday to continue negotia-
tions on implementing the
second phase of the Gaza

ceasefire agreement, the
movement said.

In a press statement, Ha-
mas said the delegation will
meet with Egyptian officials
and mediators from Egypt,
Qatar and Tiirkiye, as well as
representatives of Palestin-

ian factions, to consolidate
the ceasefire.

The meetings will also
focus on ensuring the im-
plementation of commit-
ments reached during talks
in Egypt's Sharm El-Sheikh,
particularly those related to

the humanitarian situation in
the Gaza Strip and the tran-
sition to the second phase
of U.S. President Donald
Trump's peace plan, accord-
ing to the statement.

The visit came two days
after Israel approved the de-

ployment of an international
stabilization force in the
Gaza Strip as part of Trump's
20-point Gaza peace plan.
The United States an-
nounced in January the
launch of the plan's second
phase, which includes a full

Israeli military withdrawal
from Gaza, the disarma-
ment of Hamas, the start
of reconstruction efforts,
and the establishment of
a transitional governing
authority.

Xinhua

lives and property of the general public.

members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers, and

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent people.
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