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President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing inspects National Library (Yangon)
and National Museum (Yangon)

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the National Museum (Yangon).

Nay Pyi Taw July 27

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar U
Min Aung Hlaing, accom-
panied by members of the
entourage, the Yangon Region
chief minister, the Yangon
Command commander, and
officials, inspected the Na-
tional Library (Yangon) and
the National Museum (Yan-
gon) this afternoon.
National Library (Yangon)

The President and party
arrived at the National Library
(Yangon) of Historical Re-
search and National Library
Department under the Min-
istry of Hotels, Tourism and
Culture, on Merchant Street,
Pabedan Township and were
welcomed by officials. At the
conference hall of the library,
the President heard a report
on brief history of the library,
implementation of the library
digitalization, ongoing library
services and propagation of
library science, a children
library, arrangements for stu-
dents to conduct studies at
the library and the records of
their visits, opening of library
diploma courses, provision
of library book lending ser-
vices, activities to disseminate
library science, awareness
of knowledge about art and
literature copyrights, con-
nections with international
libraries and organizations
and collaboration with them,
and implementing of library
services, presented by the

librarian.

Regarding the presenta-
tions, the President empha-
sized the need to system-
atically implement library
education dissemination ac-
tivities. He noted that the gov-
ernment has been establishing
libraries in towns and rural
areas across the country, as
well as supplying them with
books, with the aim of sup-
porting out-of-school educa-
tion. However, he pointed out
that the reading rate in Myan-
mar remains low and stressed
the need to properly preserve
and manage library collec-
tions. He said efforts should
be made to encourage young
people and those seeking
knowledge to visit libraries
to read and study, while also
conducting public awareness
campaigns to promote reading
habits. The President added
that, in line with technologi-
cal advances, people can also
access and study literature
through online platforms.
He emphasized that the Na-
tional Library (Yangon) is
one of the country's historic
libraries and therefore must
comprehensively preserve
valuable historical books and
publications. He said histori-
cal records reflect the nation's
cultural values and authentic
identity. He further stated that
the National Library should
serve as a repository of books,
documents, and records that
support the study of Myan-

mar's history, making it a
meaningful and substantive
institution. Reading about
the country's history, he said,
helps foster national spirit,
patriotism, and love for the
country, while also serving
as a valuable resource for
students and young people.
The President stressed that
books and publications are
historically priceless assets
and should be systematically
preserved and passed on to
future generations to prevent
their loss. He also called for
the establishment of public
libraries in major cities across
regions and states, in addition
to existing libraries, to com-
prehensively preserve histori-
cally significant and valuable
books, publications, journals,
and newspapers.

The President then toured
the National Library (Yan-
gon), inspecting the Digital
Library on the first floor; the
Reference Reading Room,
General Reading Room, and
Rare Books Reading Room
on the second floor; the Chil-
dren's Library on the third
floor; and the Data Center,
book stacks, and exhibition
gallery on the ground floor.
He reviewed the books and
publications on display, as
well as the library's reading
facilities, and gave necessary
instructions based on the
presentations made by offi-
cials. The President also pre-
sented honorary cash awards

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits the National Library (Yangon).

to library staff, which were
accepted on their behalf by a
responsible official.
National Museum (Yangon)
The President and mem-
bers of the delegation then ar-
rived at the National Museum
(Yangon) on Pyay Road in
Dagon Township, where they
were welcomed by officials.
Atthe museum's meeting hall,
Director General U Kyaw Oo
Lwin of the Department of
Archaeology and National
Museum under the Ministry
of Hotels, Tourism and Cul-
ture briefed the President on
the museum's background
and history, its responsibili-
ties, staff appointments, and
the collection, preservation,
and exhibition of artifacts. He
also reported on visitor attend-
ance, including domestic and
international guests, members
of the public, and students,
as well as the condition of
the museum's exhibition gal-
leries and ongoing conser-
vation work. The Director
General further explained the
museum's activities, includ-
ing the hosting of domestic
and international special ex-
hibitions in the museum's
multipurpose hall; efforts to
nominate Myanmar's thanaka
cultural tradition for inscrip-
tion on the UNESCO list;
educational talks organized
to mark the 49th International
Museum Day with a focus
on youth development; panel
discussions and exhibitions on

Myanmar's intangible cultural
heritage, highlighting the his-
tory, significance, preserva-
tion methods, and UNESCO
nomination efforts for My-
anmar tea culture; records of
visits by state-level dignitaries
from Myanmar and abroad;
the organization of museum-
related academic seminars;
technical workshops aimed at
developing a Digital Museum;
capacity-building training
programs and postgraduate
diploma courses in museology
for museum staff; cooperation
with international museum or-
ganizations; and the museum's
future work plans.

In response to the presen-
tations, the President said that
the National Museum serves
as a showcase of the nation's
history and cultural values,
allowing visitors to appreciate
the strength and continuity of
Myanmar's historical heritage.
He noted that those who visit
the museum will gain a better
understanding of the country's
history and cultural values,
fostering a greater sense of
appreciation for and commit-
ment to preserving them.He
emphasized the need to pre-
sent historical records from
different eras in a compre-
hensive and well-organized
manner so that visitors can
follow the country's history
in chronological sequence.
Doing so, he said, will help
people better understand and
appreciate Myanmar's nation-

al identity, heritage, traditions,
and the enduring cultural
values of its race, religion, and
civilization.

The President said that
foreign visitors who come to
Myanmar will gain a greater
sense of respect and admira-
tion for the country by view-
ing historical evidence and
exhibits at the museum. They
will also have the opportunity
to experience Myanmar's rich
cultural heritage and learn
about the nation's glorious
historical achievements. He
added that visits to the muse-
um would help young people
better understand the value
of history, foster patriotism
and love for the country, and
strengthen their commitment
to safeguarding the nation's
race, religion, and cultural
heritage. The President also
provided further guidance
on other matters requiring
attention.

The President then toured
the National Museum (Yan-
gon), inspecting the exhibits
on the ground floor, includ-
ing the Thiha Thana throne
gallery, where royal thrones
and ceremonial artifacts are
displayed, and the Yadanabon
Period Gallery, which features
scale models of the Mandalay
Royal Palace, palace fur-
niture, royal attire worn by
kings, queens, ministers, and
military commanders, court
ornaments and utensils,

See Page 15
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was later exported for screen-
ing at film exhibitions in
London, becoming another
significant milestone in My-
anmar’s cinematic history.

During the Japanese oc-
cupation in the Second World
War, the supply routes for im-
porting film reels from abroad
were disrupted, causing the
film industry in Myanmar to
come to a complete halt. Dur-
ing this wartime period, Wa-
zira, which was then known
as Excelsior, became the
theatre that helped usher in
the “Golden Age of Wartime
Theatre”, which represented
the peak of Myanmar’s the-
atrical world.

On the stage of Wazira,
renowned writers and great
playwrights such as Dagon
Shwe Hmyar, Dagon Saya
Tin, and Dagon Nu presented
their world-famous plays in
grand style. In particular, the
great plays “Mamone Sekku”
and “Pearl Garland” achieved
great success on the Wazira
stage, providing artistic sup-
port and comfort to the people
who were suffering from
anxiety and hardships during
the war.

The outstanding artistic
talents of great performers
such as Pyi Hla Pe, May Shin,
and Khin Maung Yin capti-
vated the hearts of audiences
on the stage of this theatre.
They provided great spiritual

encouragement and an av-
enue for artistic expression to
the people who were endur-
ing difficult and oppressive
circumstances.

Wazira was also one of
the leading cinemas where the
film “Chit Thet Wai”, which
won the Best Film Award
and the Best Actress Award
for actress Kyi Kyi Htay at
Myanmar’s first-ever Film
Awards Ceremony held in
1952, was screened.

After that, it also continu-
ously screened and presented
many excellent works by top
artists such as Zeya, Kyaw
Swe, Tun We, Pho Par Gyi,
Shwe Ba, May Myint, Khin
Yu May, and Win Min Than—
who were princes and prin-
cesses of the cinema—there-
by enhancing the prestige of
Myanmar cinema. It was also
a national-level stage.

After the nationalization
in 1968, the Waziya Cinema
continued to screen high-
quality Myanmar films and
remained a place of recrea-
tion and a cultural hub for the
public. After 1988, it was re-
vived as the Waziya Theatre,
presenting plays such as "Gon
Tu Gon Pyaing" and "Amei
Chway Ma Hla Hla Lay" by
the great master Bogalay Tint
Aung and Gita Lulin U Ko
Ko—-creating unforgettable
memories for many artists.

From an artistic perspec-
tive, the Wazira Cinema is

a great heart that combines
tangible and intangible cul-
tural heritage, which are very
unique in Myanmar's cultural
history. While the beautiful
and sturdy French architectur-
al design, teak wall plaques,
and the old cinema itself
exist as tangible heritage, the
Myanmar theatrical perfor-
mances, music, dance, plays,
and film presentations that
took place on its stage also
reflect intangible heritage,
ensuring Wazira's continuity
through history.

Therefore, the govern-
ment has given special at-
tention to preserving this
invaluable cultural heritage
for future generations. On
July 19, 2025, the President
personally came to inspect
and gave necessary guidance.

Thanks to the relevant
ministries and committees
coordinating and striving to
implement those guidelines,
the Wazira Cinema has now
been successfully opened as
an internationally acclaimed
Red Carpet Theatre. This was
achieved by upgrading it with
modern technology—includ-
ing contemporary cinema
seating, dual-purpose LED
backdrop screens for both
films and stage performances,
and state-of-the-art sound
systems—while carefully
preserving and respecting the
original historic architectural
features.

Many countries have Op-
era Houses that specifically
honour and grandly present
classical cultural plays, great
songs, and symphony orches-
tras. In Myanmar as well, the
newly opened Wazira Theatre
will become the only national-
level theatre where traditional
Myanmar music ensembles,
anyeint performances, stage
shows, classical dramas, and
grand Myanmar plays can
be presented with interna-
tional-level splendor and
dignity.

The artistic works to be
presented at this theatre are
not merely ordinary entertain-
ment but are performances
that preserve and promote
Myanmar culture, embodying
national prestige and dignity,
which both Myanmar audi-
ences and foreign visitors to
Myanmar will be able to
watch with pride.

This upgraded and revi-
talized Wazira Red Carpet
Theatre is not solely for film
screenings but will stand as
a multi-purpose cultural hub
for films, plays, stage dramas,
puppetry, dance, and music
events. It will establish a
cultural and artistic perfor-
mance calendar, featuring
screenings of classic heritage
films, performances by ethnic
traditional cultural troupes,
traditional Myanmar stage
and music performances,
special cultural exhibitions

for tourists, and international
film festivals. In the future,
this internationally acclaimed
Wazira Theatre will not only
preserve cultural heritage but
also greatly contribute to her-
itage tourism and the cultural
economy.

The Wazira Cinema is
not just an ordinary building
made of bricks, sand, and
stones; it is a historic museum
that embodies the artistic spir-
its of artists from successive
eras and the heartbeats of the
audiences. The revival of the
Wazira Cinema marks the
opening of a new chapter in
our nation's cultural history.
In today's world, the com-
plex currents of international
culture are constantly flowing
into Myanmar. To protect our
own culture from erosion,
we need the strength—hard,
brilliant, and piercing like a
"vajra"—to defend it.

Traditional culture is a
very delicate yet powerful
soft power. To preserve it, we
need a strong spirit of valu-
ing, respecting, taking pride
in, and protecting it forever.
Therefore, it is hoped that the
newly opened internationally
acclaimed Wazira Theatre
will help preserve Myanmar's
traditional culture from fading
away, and it is believed that it
will also provide invaluable
artistic inspiration for future
generations of artists. It is
wished that the Wazira Inter-

national Red Carpet Theatre,
true to its name, will endure
with strength and brilliance as
long as the world exists.

Following this, the Un-
ion Minister for Informa-
tion respectfully presented a
commemorative gift for the
opening of the Wazira Inter-
national Red Carpet Theatre
to the President.

Afterwards, the President
and attendees watched a video
clip about the Wazira Interna-
tional Red Carpet Theatre and
then enjoyed congratulatory
performances presented by
the Myanmar Motion Picture
Organization, the Myanmar
Thabin Organization, the
Myanmar Music Organi-
zation, renowned national
puppeteers, and the Myan-
mar Comedians Association,
including plays and musical
depictions.

After the ceremony, the
President presented com-
memorative flowers to the
performing artists and greeted
them warmly.

Subsequently, the Presi-
dent toured and inspected the
sound system installations
of the Wazira International
Red Carpet Theatre and the
documentary photos of the
upgrading and renovation
work that transformed the
Wazira Cinema into an in-
ternationally acclaimed Red
Carpet Theatre.
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In his keynote review
and guidance address at the
ceremony, the President said
the formation of MSA and
its work progress is a dream
come through for the coun-
try. Every country has its
own visions and dreams for
national development and
advancement in technology.
Regarding the space technol-
ogy, the majority of world
countries including Myanmar
has the desire and goals to
implement it. However, the
work is easier said than done.
The country had implemented
the task in connection with
the space technology with
keen interest since the past.
It has already generated and
trained the human resources in
advance. The President said
while shouldering the State
duties, he has sent scholars
abroad to pursue space tech-
nology and related subjects.
He has also given support
and encourage from all an-
gles for the development of
space technology. Now, the
systematically set up MSA is
implementing its tasks.

He added that the gov-
ernment has fully provided

the necessary equipment,
infrastructure, and human re-
sources for space technology,
expressing pride in the step-
by-step progress achieved. He
stated that because the planet
we inhabit is constantly
evolving, it is essential to
understand space technol-
ogy and effectively apply
it for practical benefits. He
noted that space technology
enables the detailed monitor-
ing of geographic changes
and natural disasters, such as
volcanic eruptions and floods,
both locally and globally.
Performing research through
satellite utilization yields
substantial benefits for the
planet, and integrating ground
data with satellite information
from space generates sig-
nificant value. Consequently,
mastering and applying space
technology is imperative, as
it will greatly contribute to
national development.

He stated that he support-
ed and implemented measures
to advance the country's space
technology in the long-term
interest of the nation, noting
that such progress will yield
substantial benefits. He added
that the analytical studies

presented in today's research
booths will significantly con-
tribute to national interests.
Furthermore, he emphasized
that in addition to launching
satellites into space, send-
ing astronauts must also be
achieved, as doing so will
elevate national prestige while
the resulting knowledge, tech-
nology, and data will greatly
serve the state. He therefore
called for systematic execu-
tion to ensure the success of
all endeavors related to space
technology development.

To achieve these goals,
he emphasized the need to
continuously nurture highly
capable human resources
equipped with knowledge
and expertise. He stated that
interest in space technology
must be cultivated by organ-
izing space knowledge and
technology competitions and
exhibitions, as well as by
continuously modernizing
space museums to keep pace
with the times. He said that
during his goodwill visits to
technologically advanced
foreign nations, he placed spe-
cial emphasis on discussing
opportunities to send scholars
to study fundamental sci-

ences, including mathematics,
physics, and chemistry. He
noted the necessity of offering
scholarships in mathematics,
chemistry, and physics within
the country to ensure a steady
pipeline of qualified talent,
adding that excellence awards
will likewise be granted for
studies in economics and law.
Stating that the advancement
of space technology is a mat-
ter of national prestige, he
urged all involved to ensure
the success of these opera-
tions, reiterating that human
resources, equipment, and
infrastructure will continue
to be provided and upgraded
to facilitate further progress.
He concluded his address
by expressing pride in the
Myanmar Space Agency’s
efforts during the govern-
ment’s 100-day period, which
contributed to these success-
ful developments. He noted
that if continuous efforts
are maintained with a focus
on advancing the interests
and socio-economic lives of
the nation and its citizens,
Myanmar will emerge as a
country capable of taking
pride in its space technol-
ogy standing both regionally

and globally.

The President and attend-
ees then took a commemora-
tive group photo to mark the
successful conclusion of the
ceremony for the handover
and practical demonstration
of technical operations com-
pleted by the Myanmar Space
Agency.

Following the ceremony,
the President cordially met
with the shortlisted astronaut
candidates selected to serve
as Myanmar’s first astronauts,
expressing immense pride and
pleasure in meeting them.
He noted that initiatives sur-
rounding space technology
and astronaut development
had been initiated several
years prior, and expressed
gratification that the candi-
dates had volunteered and
been selected with a resolute
commitment to serve as the
nation’s pioneer astronauts.
He added that a multi-stage
screening process will contin-
ue to select the nation’s final
first-generation astronauts. He
noted that the candidates have
successfully passed succes-
sive evaluations—including
theoretical, practical, and
health assessments—to reach

their current status. Further-
more, as they are slated to re-
ceive training in space-related
experience, knowledge, and
technology, he highlighted
that each candidate represents
a valuable human resource
in space technology for both
themselves and the state.

He stated that, as individu-
als committed to serving as
astronauts, they must care-
fully manage their lifestyle,
diet, and daily routines with
awareness and mindfulness
to maintain optimal personal
health and physical fitness.
He urged them to continu-
ously pursue knowledge,
language proficiency, and
modern technological ad-
vancements to support their
future career paths. Express-
ing equal pride alongside their
parents for their selection as
Myanmar's first astronaut can-
didates to reach this stage, he
concluded by emphasizing the
importance of their continued
dedication and efforts.

Following the meeting,
the President cordially greeted
the shortlisted candidates for
Myanmar’s first astronaut
corps, according to reports.

MNA
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Waso Robe Oftering Ceremony - 2026 of families of
Office of Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air) held

1 oy e PSSR Wil i

General Ye Win Oo and wife Daw Nilar offer Waso robes and alms to a Sayadaw.

Nay Pyi Taw July 27

The auspicious Waso
Robe Offering Ceremony
-2026 of the families of Of-
fice of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air) was
held at Anawrahta Hall of the

Office of the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy, and Air) this
morning and Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services
General Ye Win Oo and his
wife Daw Nilar attended the
ceremony to offer alms and

day meals.

The ceremony was graced
by members of the Sangha
led by Presiding Nayaka
Sayadaw of Thirimingalar
Wegyi Monastery Parittrati
Sarthintaik in Pubbhathiri
Township in Nay Pyi Taw

in the Union Territory Ab-
hidhaja Maha Ratha Guru
Bhaddanda Adiccavamsa
and Presiding Sayadaw of
Aung Sithar Monastery in
Pubbhathiri Township Agga
Maha Pandita Agga Maha

+ Saddhama Jotikadhaja Bhad-

danta Vicakkhanna and also

4 present together with the

Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services and his wife

¥ were Deputy Commander-

in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief
(Army) General Kyaw Swa
Lin and his wife Daw Nan Ku
Ku, union ministers, the com-
mander-in-chief (Navy) and
his wife, the commander-in-
chief (Air) and his wife, sen-
ior officers from the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services and
their wives and responsible
officers.

First, the Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services

offered an emerald bowl of
meals, fruits, flowers, water
and lights to and pay obei-
sance to the Buddha Image
in the hall.

Then, the ceremony was
opened by reciting Namo
Tassa three times and paying
obeisance to Buddha images
and the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services and his
wife and the congregation
took the Nine Precepts from
the Thiri Mingalar Wegyi
Sayadaw before meditating
on Metta Sutta Paritta recited
by Sayadaws.

Afterward, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services and his wife of-
fered a Waso robe and alms
to the Thirimingalar Wegyi
Sayadaw.

Then, the Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-
Chief (Army) and his wife
offered a Waso robe and alms

to the Aung Sithar Sayadaw.

Afterward, the congre-
gation offered Waso robes
and alms to members of the
Sangha.

Then, the Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices and his wife and the
congregation meditated on
Anumodana sermon deliv-
ered by the Aungmyay Sithar
Sayadaw and shared merits
before conlcuding the cer-
emony by reciting Buddha
Sasaman Ciram Tithatu three
times.

After the ceremony,
the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services and
his wife, the Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Commander-
in-Chief (Army) and his
wife and the congregation
offered day meals to the
Sayadaws and members of
the Sangha.
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as well as historical photo-
graphs and paintings. He also
visited the Myanmar Script
and Manuscripts Gallery,
where displays illustrate the
evolution of the Myanmar
script, along with documentary
evidence from different peri-
ods showing Myanmar con-
sonants, vowels, and numerals.
On the first floor, the President
viewed the Natural History and
Prehistoric Myanmar Gallery,
which exhibits primate fossils,
fossils from the Pondaung
Formation and the Ayeyawady
Formation, as well as archaeo-

logical evidence from the
Stone Age, Bronze Age, and
Iron Age. He also inspected
the Royal Regalia Gallery,
which displays royal regalia
used on the right- and left-hand
sides of the throne, together
with non-regalia ceremonial
objects. The President further
toured the Myanmar Urban
Civilization Gallery, where he
viewed Buddha images from
Andagu stone, terracotta vo-
tive tablets, decorated stucco
friezes, reproductions of mural
paintings, photographs and
paintings of the pagodas of
Bagan, ink rubbings of stone

inscriptions dating from the
10th to 13th centuries AD, and
artifacts representing crafts-
manship from the Pinya period
through the Konbaung period.
At each exhibition, officials
provided detailed explanations
as the President toured the dis-
plays with keen interest.

In response to the presen-
tations, the President said that
visiting the National Museum
and studying its historical
exhibits enables people to ap-
preciate the pride, dignity, and
achievements of the Myanmar
people, as well as the country's
rich cultural heritage and the

accomplishments of Myan-
mar's ethnic nationalities. He
noted that the museum allows
visitors to trace Myanmar's
long historical development,
inspires a greater commitment
to preserving and promoting
the cultural legacy of the na-
tion's ancestors, and fosters
a stronger sense of pride in
being citizens of Myanmar.
The President emphasized
that the historical artifacts
and records housed in the
museum are invaluable and
irreplaceable. Therefore, they
must be properly preserved to
prevent deterioration, while

ensuring that visitors observe
museum regulations when
viewing the exhibits. He also
instructed that the names and
relevant information of donors
who have contributed ancient
artifacts to the museum should
be displayed. In addition, he
said that some photographic
records and documents should
be enhanced using modern
technology to improve their
clarity and presentation. The
President further stressed that
explanatory information ac-
companying historical exhibits
should be written in a clear,
systematic, and comprehen-

sive manner so that monks,
members of the public, stu-
dents, foreign visitors, histori-
ans, researchers, social organi-
zations, and civil servants can
casily understand the historical
evidence and information on
display. He also gave further
instructions on other matters
requiring attention.

The President later signed
the National Museum (Yan-
gon) guestbook and presented
honorary cash awards to the
museum staff. The awards
were accepted on behalf of
the staff by a responsible
official. MNA

Iranian FM says won't let U.S. determine end of war

Tehran July 27
Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei
said Monday that Tehran
will not let the United States
determine the war's end,

Iran's semi-official Mehr
news agency reported.
Noting that the United
States has been "stuck in a
quagmire" for five months,
Baghaei said at a press brief-

ing that Tehran will not
allow the U.S. side "to de-
termine the time of war and
peace, and we will defend
ourselves for as long as
necessary."

He added that the United
States was not involved
in recent talks with Oman
over the management of the
Strait of Hormuz, which he
described as "positive."

"These talks have no
connection with the United
States. They are a bilat-
eral matter between Iran and
Oman, and they are continu-
ing," he said, noting that the

waterway "remains closed."

Baghaei said that some
Gulf countries have been
involved in the U.S. war on
Iran, without giving further
details. Xinhua

people.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.
2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect
the lives and property of the general public.
3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,
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