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Although the body needs minerals, the
required amount is very small. If one consumes
a balanced diet, the body can obtain these

minerals in sufficient quantities.

Prof. Ko Ko Aung
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National level rainy-season tree-growing ceremony for
2026 organized in Minbu, attended by President of the
Republic of Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing,

Nay Pyi Taw July 13

A national level rainy-season
tree-growing ceremony for 2026
took place in the compound of
a railway station of Myanmar
Railways and railway concrete
factory in Minbu Township, Minbu
District, Magway Region, this
morning, attended by President of
the Republic of Union of Myanmar
U Min Aung Hlaing, who planted
a neem sapling.

Also present were members of
the entourage, chief ministers of
Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay
regions and officials, the speaker
of region Hluttaw, the Central
Command commander, members
of Magway Region government,
region-, district-and township-level
departmental personnel, social or-
ganizations, teachers, students and
local people.

President U Min Aung Hlaing
delivered an address. He said the
government is organizing monsoon
tree-growing ceremonies annually
with the participation of the people.
It is a pleasure for him that people
all across the country are also ac-
tively taking part in monsoon tree-
planting ceremonies held in various
places, apart from the government
sponsored ceremony.

During the previous year, a na-
tional level tree-growing ceremony
was held together with the local
people in Minbu Township, and
planted 1000 saplings. At this cer-
emony, 3000 trees of eight different
local species would be planted.

S i

President U Min Aung Hlaing encourages those participating in tree planting activities.

The tree-planting ceremonies are
being held with the aim of greening
and beautifying the environment,
improving the weather conditions,
stabilizing and conserving ecosys-
tem, preventing natural disasters,
and raising public awareness of the
forest conservation.

Myanmar is a country rich in
forests, natural watercourses and
lakes, biodiversity, and natural
resources. However, depending
on the location, land, water and
climate, forest covered areas differ
from one place to another. Par-
ticularly, 13 arid regions of central
Myanmar are dry and have only
sparse forests. The 2025 survey
reported that 42.15 percent of the
country’s surface area was covered
by forests. Forest cover of Mag-
way Region was recorded at 11.51
percent of its total area and that of
Minbu District at 15.61 percent.

Central Myanmar is included
in the list of world’s hottest places
due to its sparsity of trees. Tem-
peratures in Chauk hit a record
high level of 48.2 degrees Celsius
in 2024. In 2025 its maximum
temperature was recorded at 45.3
degrees Celsius, and in this year, at
44.9 degrees Celsius. Temperatures
of 12 major towns in the central
Myanmar reached 41 degrees Cel-
sius and above. Hence, heat relief
shelters are being set up in every
summer to provide heat relief and
comfortable rest for the elderly
people.

Some townships are facing

extreme weather conditions such
as irregular rainfall patterns, infre-
quent rainfall, extreme temperature
fluctuations, and surface soil ero-
sion, which are signs of desertifica-
tion. Certain areas are witnessing
the processes of turning into sandy
land, inarable land, rocky barrens,
nd sandy land, where natural re-
generation of plants is impossible.
In this regard, arid region greening
activities are being carried out with
might and main as the national
level task. Local people will be
the first to enjoy the benefits of the
current greening activities.

Tree growing and forest conser-
vation are good actions to relieve
the impact of severe hot weather.
Trees provide shade that will re-
duce temperatures, beautify the en-
vironment, be pleasing to the eye,
bring peace of mind to the public,
and provide shelter for birds and
animals. Although tree plantation
and forest conservation are being
conducted with greater accelera-
tion for arid region greening, forest
plantations are still losing to grow-
ing timber, fuelwood and bamboo
demand, expanding rural and urban
areas and agriculture, changing
land use patterns, forest fires, and
animal destructions, which are
related growing human population
in one way or another. The result
is the aridness and weather-related
severe natural disasters.

He stated that in particular, it is
forecasted that an extremely strong
El Nifo phase could be reached

|

President U Min Aung Hlaing waters a neem sapling.

by the end of this year, and that
2026 and 2027 could become the
hottest years in global history. He
mentioned that climate change and
El Nifio phenomena could lead to
droughts, extreme heat, and wild-
fires, which could bring negative
impacts on various sectors such as
agriculture, livestock, health, and
economy, and therefore it will be
necessary to make preparations
from all aspects.

He said that as trees and for-
ests multiply and forest coverage
increases, ecosystem services will
improve further and greatly benefit
living beings. He mentioned that
therefore, in order to hand down
good and stable environmental
ecosystems to current and future
generations, efforts must be made
with a target to achieve forest
coverage across 50 percent of
the nation’s area. He added that
in doing so, the forest coverage
of the entire region will increase
only if efforts are made to increase
coverage by respective wards,
townships, and districts, and thus
trees must be planted as much as
possible, such as by planting trees

along both sides of the roads within
their region.

He stated that only by taking
such actions will it be possible to
create livable cities, healthy com-
munities, and climate-resilient liv-
ing environments, thereby handing
down a good heritage of a green
and climate-moderate environ-
ment to current and future genera-
tions. He added that for every tree
planted, care and maintenance
must be given to ensure its survival
and growth, and he concluded by
urging everyone to strive to turn
their respective villages, wards,
and townships into an oasis of the
dry zone.

Also, he stated that cultivating
and conserving forests and trees
can yield multifaceted benefits and
serves as building a good future
for the country. He noted that by
closely adhering to the policy “Let
us protect our environment for the
prosperity of the Nation” everyone
should join hands and participate in
forest cultivation and conservation
operations nationwide, including
the 13 dry zone districts,

See Page 15
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Myanmar possessing favourable natural conditions and
a strong foundation for successfully cultivating and
producing cotton can inevitably be developed into

¥

;

President U Min Aung Hlaing delivers a speech at the discussion titled “From Cotton Cultivation towards the

Textile Industry”.

Nay Pyi Taw July 13

A discussion titled “From
Cotton Cultivation towards
the Textile Industry”, which
was held with the aim of
promoting the development
of domestic cotton cultiva-
tion, increasing cotton-based
industrial manufacturing,
and advancing the entire
value chain from cotton
cultivation and production
to textile manufacturing,
continued this morning at
the City Hall in Magway,
Magway Region this morn-
ing. President U Min Aung
Hlaing of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar attended
and delivered a speech at
the event.

The discussion was also
attended by entourages of
the President, chief minis-
ters and officials of Sagaing,
Magway and Mandalay re-
gions, regional, district and
township departmental of-
ficials, and businesspersons
and officials from cotton
grower group, cotton seed
producer group, cotton seed
oil miller group, cotton seed
producer group, cotton wool
producer group, yar producer
group, loom operator group
and ginner group.

Businesspersons from
cotton related groups talk
about discussion results
and requirements

Those from the cotton
related groups reported on
discussion results. U Lin

Myat, on behalf of the cot-
ton seed producer group
and cotton seed grinder and
seller gourp, reported on
production of quality wool
and cotton textile with the
use of quality cotton seeds
through the contract system
of departments, farmers and
businesspersons instead of
the manageable scale activi-
ties, import of foreign hybrid
cotton strains in a short-term
plan to produce grade A and
B cotton, import of paren-
tal strains in the long-term
plan so as to produce them
at home for distribution,
and disbursement of loans
at low interest to develop
cotton gins and cotton seed
oil mills. U Soe Hlaing Oo
of cotton grower group pre-
sented cotton farmers use
domestic strains such as
Shwedaung-10 and foreign
hybrid strains. He discussed
distribution of quality cotton
strains in subsidized system
in order to fully cost fertiliz-
ers, natural fertilizer, fuel and
charge of hiring machinery.
He also remanded supply of
sufficient water to the farms
through the solar-powered
pumps in Singaing Town-
ship, extension of water sup-
ply period from Kinda dam
rorating water supply system
in Myittha Township till De-
cember, underground water
tapping in Pakokku Town-
ship, and setting reference
prices for cotton like paddy

and rice. U Zeyar Nyi Nyi
Tun from the ginner group
and the wool and textile
producer group also talked
about import of machine
parts from abroad for local
cotton gins, permission to
import high-tech machines to
produce yarns, and conduct-
ing yarn and fibre production
courses. Daw Thiri Yadana
Hlaing from the cotton yarn
loomer group and textile
producer group expressed
wishes to produce necessary
textile rolls at home depend-
ing on the market demand,

permissions to import quality |
chemicals and raw dyes to be
used in finished textile, in- &

vestment for modern dyeing
factories, sale of dyed textile

by dyeing factories of the Z=

State, the market expansion
for products, linkages of for-
eign markets, and setting the
Myanmar National Weaving
Day to honour the traditional
harndiwork of Myanmar. U
Naing Aung Yan from Pho
Pyone Cho Garment Industry
discussed supply of stable
electricity for yarn factories
round the clock, disburse-
ment of capials, and needs
to stablize quality of locally-
produced cotton. U Hla Myo
from Keinnayi Dyeing and
Printing Industry mentioned
his wishes on establishment
of a spinning mill to produce
yarns at home for the produc-
tion chain from cotton to the
textile, and infrastructural

and technical assistance of
the State.
Necessary clarifications of
Union ministers
Union Ministers U Min
Naung, U Myo Zaw Thein
and Dr Charlie Than dis-
ucssed coordination and
fulfillment for difficulties
and investment requirements

A @

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes cotton products at an exhibition booth.

of cotton seed production,
cotton cultivation, cotton
seed oil production, wool,
yarn and textile production
based on discussions of the
relevant groups, arrange-
ments of relevant ministries
for capitals, technologies,
local and foreign excursion
trips, machine and technolo-
gies and human resources

a cotton-exporting country

, for development of cotton

industry, while the Chair of
Cotton and Cotton Product
Production Entrepreneurs
Association talked about
operations of industries and

y their difficulties.

Necessary measures for
the development of cotton
cultivation and produc-
tion industries discussed

Afterwards, in his con-
cluding guidance speech, the
President stated that based
on the discussions of cot-
ton industry groups, matters
requiring action from the
state, tasks to be undertaken
by farmers, and responsi-
bilities of producers had been
identified. He emphasized
that the primary goal is to
boost the national economy
through cotton cultivation
and production. Since the
cotton cultivation and pro-
duction industries can bring
great benefits to the state,
this discussion meeting was
convened to ensure effective
and successful implementa-

tion of cotton cultivation
and production. The meeting
was organized to facilitate
smoother and more efficient
coordination among cultiva-
tors, producers, high-quality
finished product manufactur-
ers, and relevant ministries,
and to promote progress in
operations. He noted that this
was the first such discussion

on cotton held in the country.

The President stressed
that for national economic
development, manufacturing
is of paramount importance,
and production industries
must be promoted through
cotton cultivation. He high-
lighted the need for accurate
cotton cultivation practices,
accurate acreage data, and
accurate statistics. Cotton is
grown in Mandalay, Mag-
way, Sagaing, and Bago
Regions, and it is necessary
to maintain stable cotton
acreage and good yields. If
high-quality cotton seeds are
planted, quality yarns will be
produced, and he has consist-
ently supported efforts to ob-
tain pure, high-quality cotton
seeds. Research and produc-
tion of quality cotton seeds
are being conducted domes-
tically, while also importing
from abroad. He emphasized
the need to fully produce
domestic cotton seeds and
to continuously research,
review, and analyze to ensure

stable and improved quality.
To enhance cotton cul-
tivation and production, it
is necessary to collectively
address the needs of cotton
farmers. For agricultural
success, the four essential
factors—seed, soil, water,
and technique—are indis-

pensable.
See Page 15
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President of Republic of Union of Myanmar U Min Aung Hlaing
inspects operations of industries for regional development

P

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits Magway Hybrid Power Company.

Nay Pyi Taw July 13

President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar,
accompanied by members of
his entourage, chief ministers
from Sagaing, Magway and
Mandalay regions and of-
ficials, inspected tasks for
regional development and
national economic growth
in Magway region this
afternoon.

Magway Hybrid Power
Company

First, the President ar-
rived at Magway Hybrid
Power Company near Thapy-
ay Sam Village in Magway
Township and was warmly
greeted by project director U
Tin Maung Latt and officials.

Then, the President heard
reports on salient points
about the 100-MW (Gas
Engine + Solar ) hybrid pow-
er generation plant project
of Magway Hybrid Power
Company, implementation
works and future tasks sub-
mitted at the briefing hall of
the company by the project
director. After hearing the re-

ports, the president discussed
interesting points and gave
necessary instructions.
Afterward, the President
inspected implementation
works in the project and
gave necessary instructions
on reports of officials.
Kaung Ko Group
Company Ltd.,
Then, the President and
party arrived at Kaung Ko
Group Company Ltd., at
Gwaytauk Sam village near
Kan Pyar junction on Mag-
way-Nay Pyi Taw road and
heard reports on the history
of the company, exports
of raw sesame and toasted
sesame powder purified up
to 90 percent to foreign
markets, distribution of ed-
ible oil for the domestic
market, installation of ma-
chines, implementation of
the contract farming system,
trainings provided for GAP,
creating benefits for farmers
by implementing the direct
purchase system, operational
difficulties faced by the pro-
ject and futures goals sub-

mitted by company owner
Daw Moe Moe Myat.

After hearing the reports,
the Presidents said it is nec-
essary to help boost sesame

yields in one way or another L

as availability of sesame
raw materials is important
for the company and sesame
yields will increase only
when seeds are qualified. The
President pointed out that

/ | = S .wl

President U Min Aung Hlaing observes the processing of sesame at the factory of
Kaung Ko Group Company Ltd.

conducting GAP training re- |

quires a systematic approach
and said the government will
fulfill the needs of tasks as
much as possible while giv-
ing necessary instructions.
Then, the President inspected
the processing of sesame in
the factory and discussed
salient points.

Sharbin Hla Agriculture
and Livestock Breeding
Zone

Then, the President and
party arrived at the Sharbin
Hla Agriculture and Live-
stock Breeding Zone in Shar-
bin Hla village in Magway
Township and were greeted
by officials and heard reports

and national economic growth in Magway Region

.

President U Min Aung Hlaing visits Sharbin Hla Agriculture and Livestock

Breeding Zone.

on implementation of an ag-
riculture and livestock breed-
ing zone in Aunglan Town-
ship in Magway Region,
salient points about Sharbin
Hla Agriculture and Live-
stock Breeding Zone, imple-
mentation of layer breeding
collective farms of coopera-
tives in the zone, potentials
for farmland development
and livestock breeding tasks,
development of agriculture

and livestock breeding zones
with the aim of contribut-
ing to regional rice suffi-
ciency and land utilization,
types of crops, land and the
situations for cultivation
submitted by regional level
officials.

After hearing the reports,
the President said it is nec-
essary to produce animal
feeds needed for the region
as it produces corn, pulses

and beans, bran and broken
rice and to carry out tasks
successfully before giving
necessary instructions. After-
ward, the President inspected
systematic development of
farmland, measures taken
for water supply, nursery for
different rice varieties and
breeding layers and gave
necessary instructions on
reports of officials.

MNA

people.

the lives and property of the general public.

and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including schoolteachers,

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is to protect

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property of innocent
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From Page 12

as a national duty to com-
bat desertification, green
and beautify the dry zone,
and achieve a balanced
and favorable climate, he
concluded.

Then, President U Min
Aung Hlaing led the plant-
ing of a neem sapling at the
designated location.

Afterward, the President,
along with the entourage ac-
companying him on the jour-

ney, the Chief Ministers and
responsible officials from
Sagaing Region, Magway
Region, and Mandalay Re-
gion, the Regional Hluttaw
Speaker, the Commander of
the Central Command, mem-
bers of the Magway Region
Government, departmental
personnel at the regional,
district, and township levels,
social organizations, teach-
ers, students, local residents,
and the attendees of the cer-

emony joyfully planted trees
together.

Later, the President and
his entourage toured and en-
couraged the joyful planting
of the saplings.

At the 2026 rainy season
national-level tree planting
ceremony held today within
the Myanmar Railways sta-
tion and railway concrete
factory compound in Minbu
Township, Minbu District,
Magway Region, a total of

3,000 trees across eight spe-
cies including Star Flower,
Yinma, Padauk, Mezali,
Neem, Thinbaw, Kokko, and
Phyaoukseik were success-
fully planted.

The President and his
entourage then inspected
the Minhla-Minbu railway
section at the Minbu Railway
Station in Minbu Town-
ship, where he reviewed
the reports of responsible
officials and instructed them

to review and take measures
for the resumption of train
schedules to ensure greater
convenience for local resi-
dents in traveling and cargo
transportation, alongside
giving other necessary di-
rectives.

The President, accompa-
nied by his entourage, then
arrived at and inspected
the site where the Strand
Road in Minbu would be
restored and constructed,

and in response to the brief-
ings of responsible officials,
he instructed them to repair,
construct, and maintain nec-
essary riverbank retaining
walls and bridges along the
Strand Road, to system-
atically reconstruct the road,
and to carry out a systematic
review using a Town Plan to
ensure orderly residential
neighborhoods along the
waterfront.

MNA

From Page 13

Therefore, while the state
is working to ensure an
adequate supply of cotton
seeds, relevant cotton farmer
groups must also make con-
certed efforts. Regarding
land preparation, natural
fertilizers are being used, and
cultivation of green manure
crops can also improve soil
conditions. Similarly, cow
dung from buffalo and cattle
rearing can be used as natural
fertilizer, and by-products
from agricultural activities
can also be processed into
natural fertilizers. System-
atic application of chemical
and organic fertilizers can
increase yields. To ensure

sufficient water for agricul-
ture, solar-powered river
pumping systems can be
utilized, and only through
proper techniques can yields
improve.

The President noted that
in cotton production, it is
necessary to systematical-
ly research both domestic
demand and international
markets. Just as there are
cotton-producing countries
worldwide, there are also
many cotton-importing coun-
tries. Neighbouring countries
and regional nations have
cotton demands, so export-
ing high-quality long-staple
cotton can generate foreign
exchange earnings and boost

the national economy.
Regarding cotton produc-
tion, efforts must be made to
revive former state-owned
yarn and textile mills, up-
grade weaving machines,
and utilize modern weaving
equipment. The state will
provide investment loans for
upgrading weaving machines
used in textile production in
various states. He empha-
sized the need to produce
value-added products from
domestically grown cotton,
and to systematically cal-
culate domestic and foreign
market demands in doing so.
To promote cotton pro-
duction, the President said he
had assigned the military to

manufacture cotton ginning
machines domestically, and
they have now successfully
produced quality ginning
machines. Efforts have been
made at the Ministry of In-
dustry and the military's yarn
and textile mills to produce
2/80 count yarn. To increase
the nation's cotton produc-
tion, a cooperative system
should be adopted, and the
state will support the ad-
vancement of cotton ginning
machines, yarn machines,
and weaving machines.
Regarding land use, there
have been improper practices
in the country, and a lack of
awareness or violation of
existing laws and regula-

tions has created obstacles
to national development.
Strict measures must be
taken to prevent agricultural
land from being used for
other purposes, and facto-
ries and workshops built
with permission must be
systematically and firmly
established.

The President stated that
Myanmar possesses favour-
able conditions and founda-
tions for successful cotton
cultivation and production,
and will inevitably become
a cotton-exporting nation. He
emphasized that the discus-
sions and needs arising from
the "From Cotton Cultivation
to the Textile Industry" meet-

ing must be reviewed, and
necessary actions taken to
address them. The exchange
of views and experiences
among stakeholders has pro-
duced positive outcomes,
and further progress can be
achieved. He concluded that
the meeting was a successful
one, aimed at finding ways to
improve the nation.
Subsequently, the Presi-
dent warmly greeted the
attendees and visited exhibi-
tion booths displaying cotton
cultivation and production-
related items, asking ques-
tions and discussing the pres-
entations made by officials at
each booth.
MNA

More than 1,000 acres of Sterculia versicolor planted
in Wetlet Township

A Sterculia versicolor plantation.

Wetlet July 13
According to the township
Agriculture Department, local
farmers have planted 1,250
acres of Sterculia versicolor
trees in Wetlet Township, Sa-
gaing Region, this year.
During the 2026-2027
monsoon crop cultivation
season, Wetlet Township has
planned to cultivate 1,250 acres
of Sterculia versicolor. Cultiva-
tion began in May this year, and
it has been reported that the
cultivation of 1,250 acres has
been completed to date.
“This year, during the
monsoon crop cultivation
season, Wetlet Township

planned to cultivate 1,250
acres of Sterculia versicolor.
As of today, the cultivation
of 1,250 acres has been com-
pleted. Sterculia versicolor
is drought-resistant and can
grow in various types of soil.
It is also a tropical forest tree
species. It can be expanded in
areas with low rainfall, such
as Kyauksetgone areas,” said
Daw Kyin San, Head of the
Wetlet Township Agriculture
Department.

The Agriculture Depart-
ment is encouraging Ster-
culia versicolor growers to
cultivate the crop using the
chemical-free Good Agricul-

tural Practices (GAP) system.
Sterculia versicolor produced
from farms cultivated under
the GAP system will be is-
sued GAP certification. It is
a low-chemical-input prod-
uct, and cultivation under
GAP methods is expected to
help Sterculia versicolor gain
a stronger market position
compared to conventionally
grown products.

In addition, the Agricul-
ture Department will cooper-
ate with trade associations to
increase Sterculia versicolor
yields and ensure that the crop
gains access to markets.

206

Plan adopt to cultivate more than 500 acres of chilli

Pwintbyu July 13

Pwintbyu Township Ag-
riculture Department in Mag-
way Region stated that local
authorities earmarked cultiva-
tion of 559 acres of chilli as
monsoon crops in Pwintbyu
Township this year.

In Pwintbyu Township, a
plan has been made to cultivate
559 acres of chilli during this

year’s monsoon crop season
with the aim of ensuring local
food security and increasing
farmers’ crop income. The
chilli cultivation will be carried
out from June to September,
according to reports.

“This year’s monsoon
crop season, we have planned
to cultivate 559 acres of chilli
in Pwintbyu Township. The

monsoon chilli cultivation
will begin in June and con-
tinue until September, and
we will work to ensure that
the targeted acreage is fully
achieved. Since chilli has a
market demand, farmers rely
on it as a crop and cultivate it
throughout the year.

We will also provide
support to farmers through

in Pwintbyu Township

awareness activities related
to chilli cultivation, including
necessary organic farming
methods and techniques for
selecting and cultivating qual-
ity seeds, in order to improve
yields, ensure the quality of
produce, and maintain food
safety,” said Daw Moe Moe
Wai, Township Head of the
Department of Agriculture in

Pwintbyu Township.

It is reported that because
Pwintbyu Township has fa-
vourable irrigation conditions
and good agricultural land,
local farmers cultivate chilli
as a commercially viable crop
throughout the year (summer,
monsoon, and winter seasons)
to generate income.

During cultivation, staff

members from the Depart-
ment of Agriculture are
providing support to local
farmers by sharing agricul-
tural technologies related to
kitchen crop cultivation and
conducting awareness activi-
ties on preventive measures
against pests and diseases,
according to reports.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)
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