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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
and SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
meets departmental officials, town elders in Lahe and
Leshi of Naga Self-Adminstered Zone to talk about
regional development initiatives
It is necessary to move forward in unity with a strong spirit

of the Union in pu

Nay Pyi Taw February 16

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission
Chairman Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing this af-
ternoon met departmental
officials and town elders at
relevant halls in Lahe and
Leshi of Naga Self-Admin-
istered Zone in Sagaing
Region separately to dis-
cuss regional development
undertakings.

On their arrivals in
Lahe and Leshi, the Senior
General, his wife and party
were warmly welcomed by
residents.

The Senior General
separately held meetings
at relevant halls to talk
about regional development
measures.

Also present at the meet-
ings weere Daw Kyu Kyu
Hla, the wife of the Senior
General, Commission Secre-
tary General Ye Win Oo and
his wife, Union ministers,
Sagaing Region Chief Min-
ister U Myat Kyaw, senior
military officers from the
Office of the Commander-
in-Chief and their wives, the
commander of North-West

Command, deputy ministers,
departmental officials, town
elders, traditional ethnic lit-
erature and cultural troupes
and local ethnic people.
Discussions on regional
data and needs for re-
gional development
Chairman of Naga Self-
Administered Zone Leading
Body U Tun Tun Win and
Chairman of Leshi Township
Management and Admin-
istration Committee U Win
Maung reported on regional
data, efforts to ensure peace
and stability of the region,
successful holding of the
multiparty democratic gen-
eral election, land utiliza-
tion and average rainfalls
in Naga region, progress of
production in relevant sec-
tors, cultivation of seasonal
crops, local food security,
farming of livestock breed-
ing, disbursemetn of loans
from the State economic
promotion fund, enhance-
ment of education and health
sectors, production and sale
of traditional textile and
foodstuffs under the One
Region One Product scheme,
needs to upgrade the de-
partmental establishments
at Naga region, the wish to

——

p—

build a city hall in the ad-
ministered zone, a request
to form a disaster manage-
ment centre, fulfillment for
better telecommunications,
border trade measures, suf-
ficient supply of electricity
in the urban area and rural
area of Leshi, needs to build
an advanced water tank
and modern machinery for
supply of water to Matugi
hydropower plant, coopera-
tion of residents with local
authorities in ensuring peace
and stability of Naga region,
thanks of residents for open-

ing Chindwin Bridge (Hta- |

manthi), and improvement
for the Htamanthi-Leshi-
Summara route to be used
in all seasons.

Discussions of the region-
al Chief Minister, Union
ministers and deputy
ministers

The regional Chief Min-
ister, Union ministers and
deputy ministers explained
fulfillment for smooth com-
munication in Lahe region,
granting students from Naga
region to attend the Agricul-
ture and Livestock Institute
(Homalin) for development
of agriculture and livestock
farms as a special issue,

|

reclamation of the highland
farmlands, opening of the
industrial, agricultural and
livestock basic education
high schools in Naga region,
a plan to build a multi-pur-
pose hall depending on the
land plot, implementation of

cial years, construction of

the traditional grounds, and

arrangements to extand de-
partmental establishments.
Discussions on regional

development

Next, the Senior Gen-

eral delivered a speech,

saying that he had come in

rsuing the path to democracy

order to carry out necessary
measures for the develop-
ment and progress of the
Naga region. Arrangements
would continue to be made
to construct a festival ground
and a multi-purpose hall
in Lahe for the holding of
traditional festivals. Priority
would be given to improving

| transportation links within

the Naga region, particularly
the roads connecting the
area to mainland regions. In
efforts to facilitate smoother
transportation, he announced
that the Chindwin Bridge
(Htamanthi) had been suc-
cessfully opened today.

As the Naga region is
difficult to access, road up-
grading projects are being
implemented year by year
to improve transportation.
Similarly, efforts are under-
way to ensure that the road

Senior/GeneraliMin/Aung Hlaingipresentsgiftsifor/departmental ofcial

transport projects in finan-

areas can be used throughout
all seasons. Attempts are
also being made to enable
smooth and convenient trav-
el on roads connecting the
region to the mainland. Due
to transportation difficulties,
there have been challenges
in transporting materials
needed for regional devel-

linking the Lahe and Nanyun

opment projects. Therefore,
continued efforts will be
made to ensure secure and
smooth transportation within
the region.

Regarding the doctor re-
quirements for Lahe Town-
ship Hospital, he stated that
since 2012, military special-
ists have been dispatched
to the Naga region due to
the shortage of doctors. He
added that if there are further
needs, they will continue to
send more personnel. He
noted that as there must be
doctors if there is a hospital,
doctors will be appointed.
Furthermore, he mentioned
that medical equipment re-
quired for the hospital will
also be fulfilled as much as
possible.

Regarding the shortage
of teachers for schools, he
noted that there is a great-
er need for middle school

. .1{'
o}

L
ol
\

teachers and stated that
measures will be taken to
provide them. He urged the
encouragement of education
within the Naga region to
ensure an abundance of edu-
cated individuals. According
to statistics, he observed that
grade transition rates are

low. See Page 13



17-2-2026

@R

Page 13

From Page 12

He also noted that language
barriers are being encoun-
tered in learning; therefore,
he requested parents and
responsible officials to work
together to ensure children
become proficient in Myan-
mar, the official language of
the country, as this will sup-
port their education. Simi-
larly, he observed that some
school-aged children are
missing out on their educa-
tion due to various reasons.
Thus, he urged administra-
tive organizations to collec-
tively encourage and ensure
that all school-aged children
can pursue their academic

studies.

He stated that technical,
agricultural, and livestock
farming high schools are
being opened in the Naga
region to ensure an abun-
dance of human resources
for production industries.
He noted that by doing so,
the agricultural and livestock
professionals needed for the
region can be produced. He
urged parents to help their
children become educated
human resources and work
toward the improvement of
Further-
more, he mentioned that

their future lives.

after completing studies at
the technical, agricultural,

and livestock farming high
schools, students can con-
tinue their education at the
Institute of Agriculture and
Livestock in Homalin to
obtain diplomas. Therefore,
the state will provide as
much support as possible
to ensure that all attending
students can complete their
education.

He stated that the Leshi
and Lahe regions are found
to be lacking in food self-
sufficiency. As regional
food security is a critical
requirement, he noted that
upland farms will be com-
pulsorily developed, and
arrangements will be made

to ensure sufficient water
supplies for agricultural
activities. He mentioned his
understanding that Konjac
(Elephant Foot Yam) culti-
vation is successful in the
Lahe region. Since Konjac
can be processed into Kon-
jac rice, he emphasized the
need for research to expand
its cultivation and stated that

. the state will provide sup-

port. Similarly, he noted the
need to expand the cultiva-
tion of maize and potatoes.
Furthermore, he highlighted
that locally produced tea,
plum, coffee, orange, and
avocado are perennial crops
that can generate income
for the region and thus
emphasized the need to in-
crease their cultivation and
production.

Expanding the breeding
of mithun, chickens and
pigs that support the food
supply will significantly
strengthen local food secu-
rity. By carrying out MSME
manufacturing activities
using agricultural and live-
stock products produced in
the region, regional income
can be increased. Rather
than exporting locally avail-
able bamboo and rattan as
raw materials, value-added
products such as bamboo
pulp and rattan goods can be
produced for local markets
with state support. Increas-
ing regional income will

greatly contribute to regional
development; therefore, ag-
riculture, livestock and man-
ufacturing sectors must be
further improved. To achieve
this, the region needs edu-
cated human resources, and
education should be actively
encouraged. With a greater
number of educated people,
both individual prospects
and the region’s future can
be enhanced.

In advancing along the
path of democracy, we
must move forward
together in unity and
solidarity

In the political sphere,
we are advancing on the path
of a multiparty democracy
desired by the people, and
a multiparty democratic
general election has recently
been successfully held. Al-
though the elected govern-
ment may change every
five years, civil servants
will continue to carry out
their responsibilities. The
Tatmadaw has also consist-
ently served the interests of
the State regardless of which
government is in power.
Owing to voter irregularities
that occurred in the 2020
multiparty democratic gen-
eral election, the Tatmadaw
assumed state responsibili-
ties in accordance with the
2008 Constitution. These
duties have been undertaken
with a view to ensuring the

long-term stability and de-
velopment of the Union.

The Senior General said
that local residents should
genuinely strive for the re-
gion’s development, as well
as for peace, stability and
socio-economic progress.
As people born and raised
in this land, everyone should
work together for the ben-
efit of both the region and
the State. He added that, in
advancing along the path of
democracy, it is essential for
all to move forward together
in unity, and therefore all
should foster a strong union
spirit and work collectively
to achieve the best for the
country.

Afterwards, the Senior
General presented gifts to
departmental officials from
Lahe Township and Leshi
Township. In return, the
Chairman of the Naga Self-
Administered Zone Leading
Body, the Chairman of the
Naga Traditional Literature
and Culture Central Com-
mittee and responsible of-
ficials presented Naga tradi-
tional headgears, shawls and
other traditional gifts to the
Senior General.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral cordially greeted the
departmental officials, town-
ship elders and local ethnic
people in attendance at the
meeting.

100

Wakema Township meets target acreage of chilli this year

Wakema February 16

According to Myaung-
mya District Agriculture De-
partment, local farmers have
planted all sown acreage of
chilli in Wakema Township
of Ayeyawady Region.

During this year’s winter
crop planting season, farm-
ers in Wakema Township al-
located 7,193 acres for chili
cultivation. Planting began
in the first week of Octo-
ber 2025, and as of today,

all 7,193 acres have been
fully planted. To ensure the
crops are planted accord-
ing to plan, the Department
of Agriculture has been
actively providing farmers
with guidance and technical
support.

“In Wakema Township,
during this winter crop sea-
son, chili was planted on
a total of 7,193 acres, and
currently, all of it has been
fully planted. This season,

farmers selected and planted
chili varieties with good
yield and quality. To ensure
all winter crops, including
chili, are planted according
to the planned allocation,
the Department of Agricul-
ture and related agencies
have been working closely
together,” said Daw Khin
Htay Myint, Head of the
Maungmya District Agricul-
ture Department.

Local farmers across 18

villages in Wakema Town-
ship have planted the major-
ity of the chili crops. These
farmers,
with the Department of Ag-
riculture, have also carried
out additional planting dur-
ing both the winter and sum-
mer seasons to ensure con-
sistent yields, prevent pest
infestations, and maintain
both high productivity and
quality of this year’s chili
harvest. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

in collaboration &

JAYChillifplantationy

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people’

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

’, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property




Page 14

@R

17-2-2026

Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing attends inauguration
ceremony of Chindwin River Bridge (Htamanthi)

N(Htamanthi).
i

Nay Pyi Taw February 16

The inauguration cere-
mony of the Chindwin River
Bridge (Htamanthi) took
place at the bridge located
near Htamanthivillage in
Homalin Township, Sagaing
Region this morning, graced
by Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the cer-
emony together with the Sen-
ior General were his wife,

= i =
enior General Min Aung'Hlaing and D

L

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, SSPC
Secretary General Ye Win
Oo and wife, Union Minis-
ters, Sagaing Region Chief
Minister U Myat Kyaw,
senior military officers from
the Office of the Command-
er-in-Chief and wives, the
North-West Command com-
mander, deputy ministers,
departmental officials and
local people.

On arrival at the venue,
the Senior General and wife
and party were warmly wel-
comed by officials, students,
ethnic traditional cultural

ot aw Kyu Kyu Hla being welcomed by officials, students, ethnic traditional
cultural dance troupes, band troupes and local people at the inauguration ceremony of the Chindwin River;Bridge
-

dance troupes, band troupes
and local people.

At the auspicious time,
General Ye Win Oo, union
ministers, U Mya Tun Oo,
U Min Naung and U Myo
Thant, and the chief minister
formally opened the bridge.

The Senior General un-
veiled the plaque of the
bridge by pushing a button
and sprinkled scented water
on the plaque. The SSPC
Secretary and attendees then
sprinkled scented water on it.

The Senior General ac-
cepted a commemorative gift

of the bridge opening cere-
mony presented by the Union
Minister for Construction in
his honour. The Senior Gen-
eral then presented honorary
cash awards to students and
ethnic dance troupes.

The Senior General and
party posed for documentary
photos in commemoration
of the bridge opening cer-
emony.

Acting President of
the Republic of the Union

'_ of Myanmar Chairman of

State Security and Peace
Commission Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and
party strolled on the bridge
and cordially greeted local
people.

The Senior General also
cordially conversed with
local people, who attended
the ceremony, and inquired
about their socioeconomic
condition.

The Chindwin River
Bridge (Htamanthi) is a rein-
forced concrete facility that
is 2,628 feet long and has a
vertical clearance of 40 feet.
The bridge will be very sup-
portive of the socioeconomic
life, area development, trans-
portation facilitation for both
passengers and goods, and
progress of health, education
and economic sectors of the
people of Homalin District
and Naga Self-Administered

Zone. 100

Top DPRK leader inaugurates new
housing area for families of fallen
troops in overseas operations

Pyongyang February 16
The top leader of the Dem-
ocratic People's Republic of
Korea (DPRK) attended an
inauguration ceremony for
a new housing area here on
Sunday for the families of
troops who died in overseas
military operations, the official
Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA) reported Monday.
Kim Jong Un, general
secretary of the Workers' Party
of Korea and president of the
State Affairs of the DPRK,
used the occasion to salute all
the officers and soldiers of the
overseas operations units, the

KCNA said.

The construction of the
new housing district, lo-
cated in Hwasong area of
the capital city, was initi-
ated and guided by Kim.
The DPRK leader named
the housing area Saeppyol
Street, meaning "new star,"
to commemorate "the shining
star-like feats of the heroes"
who sacrificed their lives
during the overseas military
operations, the KCNA said.

In a speech during the
event, Kim called the street
"a byword for the glorious
life of the combatants," the

report said.

After a tape-cutting cer-
emony marking the comple-
tion of the housing project, the
DPRK leader, along with other
senior officials, presented the
bereaved families with licenses
for the use of the flats, said the
report.

Kim also met bereaved
family members and visited
some of their new houses
while urging officials "to thor-
oughly implement the measure
taken to afford preference and
privileges to the families of
the martyrs," the report added.

Xinhua

"combined, targeted" drill in
Strait of Hormuz

Tehran February 16

Iran's Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) has
launched the main stage of
a "combined, intense and
targeted" military exercise in
the Strait of Hormuz.

The drill, dubbed the
"Smart Control of the Strait
of Hormuz," involves the
IRGC's naval forces and is
being conducted under the
supervision, control and field
monitoring of IRGC's Chief
Commander Mohammad
Pakpour, read a statement
published Monday on the
IRGC's official news outlet

Sepah News.

Among the main objec-
tives of the drill are as-
sessing the readiness of the
IRGC Navy's operational
units, reviewing and prac-
ticing the IRGC's security
plans and scenarios of mili-
tary counteractions in the
face of potential security and
military threats in the Strait
of Hormuz, and intelligently
exploiting Iran's geopolitical
advantages in the Persian
Gulf and Sea of Oman, the
statement said.

"The intelligence and
operational exercises of the

units involved in the drill
center on the rapid, decisive,
and comprehensive response
of the IRGC's operation-
al forces to anti-security
plots in the maritime arena,"
it added.

The development comes
amid simmering tensions
between Iran and the United
States, as well as a U.S.
military buildup in the West
Asia region, despite that
delegations from Tehran and
Washington are scheduled to
hold a second round of indi-
rect nuclear talks in Geneva
on Tuesday. Xinhua
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman of the State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects implementation
progress of Hwe Htaik Hydropower Project in Lahe,
Naga Self-Administered Zone, and donates offerings to
Theravada Buddhist missionary schools

SeniodGeneraliVinYAunglH laingihearsireportsfontthejprogresslofithe HwelHtaild

Nay Pyi Taw February 16

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of the
State Security and Peace
Commission Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, accompa-
nied by responsible officials,
inspected the implementation
progress of the Hwe Htaik
Hydropower Project in Lahe,
Naga Self-Administered
Zone, Sagaing Region, this
afternoon.

First, at the project brief-
ing hall, an official explained
the progress of the Hwe Htaik
Hydropower Project's imple-

mentation by fiscal year and
the project completion status.
The Senior General then
gave guidance, instructing
that necessary construction
work be carried out before
the rainy season arrives, that
the transmission lines be
planned and prepared in ad-
vance, and that measures for
power distribution be drafted
beforehand. He emphasized
the need to complete the
foundational work before
the rainy season, as the area
experiences severe weather
conditions. He stated that this
project would greatly benefit

the region's socio-economic
development, so it must be
implemented systematically,
and provided other necessary
directives.

Subsequently, the Senior
General inspected a model of
the Hwe Htaik Hydropower
Plant and the construction
progress of the power plant
itself, issuing further instruc-
tions based on reports from
responsible officials.

The Hwe Htaik Hydro-
power Project, being con-
structed on the Hwe Htaik
Stream in Lahe Township,
Naga Self-Administered

Hydropowes

Zone, Sagaing Region, began
in 2023. The project involves
building a hydropower plant
with an installed capacity
of 4 megawatts, capable of
generating 20.381 million
kilowatt-hours of electricity
annually. Upon completion,
the project will provide elec-
tricity to Lahe town, 12 sur-
rounding villages, and 1,718
households.

Afterwards, the Senior
General, accompanied by
members of the entourage,
arrived at the Theravada
Buddhist Missionary (Cen-
tral) Monastery in Lahe. He

#tedPdugonc -

399 o

> (R2o4n) qebegogt onengrofhidngs

IBrojectslimplementation

paid homage to the presiding
monk, the Venerable Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Sasanadhaja Dhammacariya
Bhaddanta Sumana, the head
of the Naga Hills Missionary
Center, and donated cash,
rice, cooking oil, salt, and
other offerings.

Following this, the Senior
General discussed matters
related to the propagation and
promotion of the Sasana with
the Sayadaw. He instructed
responsible officials to take
necessary action regarding
the Sayadaw's requests.

Subsequently, the Senior

@

General warmly met with
students from local schools
in Lahe and encouraged them
to diligently pursue their
education.

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, wife
of'the Senior General accom-
panying him on the trip, along
with the wife of the Commis-
sion Secretary and members,
visited the Theravada Bud-
dhist Missionary Nunnery in
Lahe. They paid homage to
the chief nuns and donated
offerings, also attending to
necessary matters based on
the nuns' requests.

100

Kalay February 16

Local farmers have plant-
ed more than 2,000 acres of
kidney bean as cold season
crop in Kalay District of Sa-
gaing Region, according to
the Kalay District Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Ka-
lay District has planned to
cultivate 4,078 acres of kid-
ney bean. Cultivation began
in October 2025, and as of
now, a total of 2,853 acres
have already been planted,
including 2,255 acres in Ka-

Kalay District cultivates more than
2,000 acres of kidney bean

lay Township, 149 acres in
Kalewa Township, and 449
acres in Mingin Township,
according to reports.

“In the winter cropping
season in Kalay District,
more than 4,000 acres of
kidney bean have been tar-
geted for cultivation. To
date, over 2,000 acres have
already been planted. We are
continuing efforts to ensure
that the planned acreage
target is fully met. To im-
prove the yield and quality
of pulse crops, we are work-
ing together with farmers to

provide high-quality seed
varieties, necessary agricul-
tural inputs, and post-harvest
technology training,” said U
Aung, District Head of the
Kalay District Department
of Agriculture.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, the town-
ship-wise cultivation targets
for kidney bean in Kalay
District are 3,384 acres in
Kalay Township, 165 acres
in Kalewa Township, and
529 acres in Mingin Town-
ship, totaling 4,078 acres, it
is reported.

In Kalay District, the
Township Departments of
Agriculture are carrying out
awareness-raising activities
to enable kidney bean farm-
ers to expand cultivated acre-
age, achieve higher yields,
adopt Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP), use quality
and pure seed varieties, and
cultivate high-yielding varie-
ties, according to reports.

Crops cultivated under

and meet standards for both
domestic and export markets.
As aresult, farmers adopting

GAP methods are reported to >

have better quality than those

grown using other methods,
fetch higher market prices,

GAP cultivation practices
are expected to gain greater

economic benefits. 206
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