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Thabaung Township completes cultivation of
paddy on more than 80,000 acres of farmlands

Thabaung February 13

Local farmers of Thabaung
Township of Ayeyawady Region
have planted 87,745 acres of pad-
dy this year, according to Pathein
District Agriculture Department.

During this year’s summer
cropping season, a total of
94,002 acres of paddy were
targeted for cultivation in
Thabaung Township. Plant-
ing began in the second week
of November 2025, and as of
today, paddy has been success-

fully planted on up to 87,745
acres. It is reported that local
farmers and relevant depart-
ments are working together to
exceed the planned cultivation
target for these paddy crops.
“Even before planting
began this year in Thabaung
Township, agricultural tech-
niques were provided in
advance to support paddy
cultivation,” said Daw Aye
Aye Mu, Head of the Pathein
District Department of Ag-

riculture. “In addition, the
chemical fertilizers required
to ensure good yields from
the summer paddy grown by
farmers were also supplied.
Field-based extension and
awareness activities were
carried out to enable farmers
to use fertilizers in line with
recommended agricultural
practices. At present, summer
paddy cultivation is expected
to exceed 94,000 acres, and
efforts are continuing to ensure

both high yields and quality
paddy,” she explained.

In Thabaung Township,
the most commonly cultivated
paddy varieties include 90-day
varieties, GW-11, Saphotha,
GW-1, Byaw Thukhan, and
Thai Baykyar. These varieties
are reported to offer advan-
tages such as strong market
demand, good grain quality,
and high yields.

“We selected high-yield
paddy varieties for cultivation
this year. The Department of
Agriculture provided support
so that fertilizers and other ag-
ricultural technologies could
be properly used. We planted
varieties such as Sin Thukha
and double-cropping paddy.
This year, the weather during
the summer paddy growing
season has been favorable, so
cultivation has been proceed-
ing without major difficulties,”
said U Ohn Htwe, a farmer
from Thabaung Township.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Egypt announces new
gas, oil discoveries in
Western Desert

Cairo February 13

Egypt's Petroleum Min-
istry on Thursday announced
new gas and oil discoveries in
the Western Desert, with an
expected daily output of about
34 million standard cubic feet,
alongside over 5,200 barrels
of crude oil and condensates.

The discoveries, made by
four petroleum sector com-
panies, are part of the minis-
try's ongoing efforts to offset
natural production declines
in older wells, reduce import
bills, and boost domestic en-
ergy output.

Khalda Petroleum Com-
pany, a major operator in
Egypt's energy sector, discov-
ered two new gas wells.

The first exploratory well,
the North Opera-2, located in

the Matrouh Development
area, is expected to produce
21.15 million standard cubic
feet of natural gas and 3,274
barrels of condensate per
day. The well is set to begin
production by mid-February.
The second well, West
El Dabaa-2x in the West El
Dabaa concession, is testing
at4.15 million standard cubic
feet of natural gas and 336
barrels of condensate per day.
Another well, GPD-1X,
was discovered by General
Petroleum Company (GPC),
an Egyptian national com-
pany, in the Sinan develop-
ment area. It has already been
tied into production with an
expected daily output of 625
barrels of oil.
Xinhua

Phaungpyin Township grow more than
10,000 acres of groundnut

Phaungpyin February 13

Statistics of Mawlaik Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers plant-
ed 10,944 acres of groundnut
in Phaungpyin Township of
Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season,
Phaungpyin Township has
planned to cultivate 11,516
acres of groundnut. Cultiva-
tion began in October 2025,
and as of now, 10,944 acres
have already been planted,
according to reports.

“In the winter crop-
ping season in Phaungpyin

Township, 11,516 acres of
groundnut were targeted for
cultivation, and 10,944 acres
have been planted. Groundnut
cultivation is progressing suc-
cessfully and showing good
results. As an oilseed crop,
it is in a favorable condition,
and groundnut cultivation
has been improving year by
year,” said Daw Kywe Kywe
Hlaing, District Head of the
Department of Agriculture in
Mawlaik District.

In Phaungpyin Township,
groundnut cultivation requires
one and a half baskets of seed
per acre. Including the costs

of seed, labour charge, fer-
tilizers, and pesticides, total
cultivation expenses exceed
200,000 kyat per acre. Aver-
age yields are more than 50
baskets per acre.

To ensure successful
groundnut production, prevent

pest and disease infestations,
and keep fields free from
weeds, staff members from
the Township Department
of Agriculture are conduct-
ing regular field inspections
and maintaining monitoring
records for the crops. 206

X Y e
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Chickpea planted more than 9,000 acres of
croplands in Kanbalu Township

Kanbalu February 13

Local farmers could grow
6,952 acres of chickpea as
cold season in Kanbalu Town-
ship of Sagaing Region, ac-
cording to the township Ag-
riculture Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, Kan-
balu Township has planned
to cultivate 7,089 acres of
chickpea. Cultivation began in
October 2025, and as of now,
a total of 6,952 acres have
already been planted,.

“In the winter cropping

season in Kanbalu Town-
ship, a total of 7,089 acres of
chickpea were targeted for
cultivation, and 6,952 acres
have already been planted.
Chickpea cultivation has been
improving year by year. To
ensure good yields and quality
of pulse crops, we are work-
ing closely with farmers to
provide high-quality seed va-
rieties, necessary inputs, and
post-harvest technology train-
ing,” said U Myo Zaw, Head
of the Kanbalu Township
Department of Agriculture.

For chickpea cultivation,
farmers select locally suit-
able, high-yielding varieties
such as Yezin-8 and Yezin-11.
The cultivation cost per acre
exceeds K300,000, according
to available information.

In Kanbalu Township, dur-
ing the winter cropping season,
efforts are being made in coop-
eration with farmers to improve
the yield and quality of various
pulse crops by supplying qual-
ity seeds, agricultural inputs,
and post-harvest technologies.
In addition, awareness-raising

activities are being carried out
in collaboration with model
farmers to encourage the use
of beneficial Trichoderma fungi
during pulse crop cultivation, it
is reported.

Sagaing Region is the
leading region nationwide in
terms of cultivated area for
pulse crops. In addition to
being grown as a main crop,
pulses can also be cultivated
as double or intercropped
crops, making them an impor-
tant income-generating crop
for farmers. 206

EU moves to speed up
single market, eyes
smaller-group
cooperation

Brussels February 13
European Union (EU)
leaders on Thursday agreed to
speed up efforts to strengthen
the bloc's single market, with
enhanced cooperation among

2 | at least nine member states

possible if progress stalls,
European Council President
Antonio Costa and European
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen said.

Speaking after an infor-
mal retreat of EU leaders in
Brussels, Costa said there
was broad consensus on ad-
vancing toward "one market
for one Europe," underlining
the urgency of the process
and calling for concrete steps
in 2026 and 2027.

"We all agree with the im-
portance of moving forward
quickly this year," he said. "To

make sure our companies can
operate seamlessly across our
27 member states with a sim-
ple and single set of corporate
rules."

Von der Leyen said she
would present a "One Eu-
rope, One Market Roadmap
and Action Plan" in March,
outlining specific measures
and a timetable for imple-
mentation.

She emphasized that
a fully functioning single
market requires a deep and
liquid capital market. "Here
we agreed that we want to
be done with phase one of
the Savings and Investment
Union, which includes the
market integration, the super-
vision and the securitization,
by June," she said.

Xinhua
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Farmers strive for expansion of sown
acreage for onions in Monywa District

IPhotolshowsfallargelstretchfoffonionfcultivation

Monywa February 13

Agriultural data of Mo-
nywa District Agriculture De-
partment stated that local farm-
ers could expand sown acreage
of onions in Monywa District
of Sagaing Region this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter crop cultivation season,
Monywa District earmarked
11,233 acres for onion cultiva-
tion. Planting began in October
2025, and as of today, 7,860

acres have been planted in Mo-
nywa Township, 3,365 acres in
Budalin Township, 269 acres
in Ayadaw Township, and 655
acres in ChaungU Township,
bringing the total planted area
to 12,149 acres, according to
reports.

“During the winter crop
cultivation season in Monywa
District, 11,233 acres were
planned for onion cultiva-
tion, and planting has been

completed on 12,149 acres.
Cultivation has exceeded the
original target acreage. On-
ion cultivation is proceeding
under normal conditions, and
efforts are also being made to
link farmers with markets to
secure favorable prices,” said
Daw San San Myint, District
Head of the Monywa District
Department of Agriculture.
For the 2025-2026 winter
crop season, township-level

| targets for onion cultivation in

Monywa District were set at
7,350 acres in Monywa Town-
ship, 3,100 acres in Budalin
Township, 263 acres in Ayadaw
Township, and 520 acres in
ChaungU Township, totalling
11,233 acres, it is learned.

In Monywa District, the
respective Township Depart-
ments of Agriculture are sup-
porting onion farmers by fa-
cilitating market linkages to
obtain better prices, providing
technical guidance on long-
term storage of onions, pro-
moting cultivation under the
GAP (Good Agricultural Prac-
tices) system, and assisting in
the production of high-quality
onions, according to reports.

Onion farmers reported-
ly incur production costs of
around K1.8 million per acre,
with an average yield of about
5,000 viss per acre.

In Sagaing Region, on-
ions are widely cultivated,
and the townships with the
largest onion-growing areas
include Monywa, Yinma-
bin, ChaungU, Shwebo, and
Myinmu. 206

Public

and robbing.

general public.

for Elimination of
Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”,
the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist
groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks,
civil servants including schoolteachers, and

members of the general public, as well as looting

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”,
“NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidat-
ing and killing people and committing destructive

activities, is to protect the lives and property of the

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on ter-
rorists and on possession and transport of weapons/
ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives

and property of innocent people.

Notice

Sweet corns planted in Ngaputaw
Township this winter

Ngaputaw February 13

Local farmers cultivated
3,766 acres of sweet corns
as cold season crops in
Ngaputaw Township of Ay-
eyawady Region this year,
according to the township
Agriculture Department.

In Ngaputaw Township,
during this year’s winter
cropping season, a total of
3,766 acres of sweet corn
were earmarked for cultiva-
tion. Planting began in the
first week of October 2025,
and as of today, all designated

acres have been fully planted.

“During the winter crop-
ping season, we carried
out advance preparations
by providing the necessary
technologies and other forms
of assistance so that farmers
could cultivate maize and
other winter crops without
difficulty,” said U San Win,
Township Head of the De-
partment of Agriculture in
Ngaputaw Township.

“This year, sweet corn
was cultivated on the
planned 3,766 acres. To

ensure full completion of
planting, good yields, and
quality production, the De-
partment of Agriculture and
relevant departments worked
together to provide proper
cultivation techniques and
other required support. Com-
pared with previous years,
systematic measures were
also implemented to im-
prove yields and quality and
to prevent pest infestations.
At present, planting of sweet
corn has been completed on
100 per cent of the targeted

acreage,” he said.

Suring this year’s mon-
soon cropping season, the
Department of Agricul-
ture has been carrying out
field-based farmer educa-
tion activities in Ngaputaw
Township to enable smooth
cultivation of sweet corn,
prevent pest threats such
as leaf-rolling caterpillars,
leaf-eating insects, and cut-
worms, and to ensure good
yields and quality produc-
tion of sweet corns crops.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

Clementine fruits in high demand at
domestic market in Hinthada Township

Hinthada February 13

Purchasing demand of
climentine fruits is high at the
domestic market in Hinthada
Township of Ayeyawady Re-
gion, said Daw Htay Htay,
the owner of fruit trading
wholesale centre in Hinthada
Township.

At the Hinthada Town-
ship fruit trading market,
clementine fruits (locally

known as pyae lemon) have
seen strong demand and ac-
tive trading since the second
week of January this year
and continuing to the present,
according to reports. Prices
for these clementines are cur-
rently ranging from K19,500
to K27,500 per viss, depend-
ing on quality.

“Sales of clementines
arriving at the Hinthada

Township market have been
strong,” said Daw Htay Htay,
a fruit trader from Hintha-
da Township. “Demand for
clementines is high, which is
why trading has been brisk.
Higher-quality fruit fetches
better prices. The clementines
currently being traded are do-
mestically grown and system-
atically cultivated products.
At present, clementines are

performing better in terms
of price compared with other
fruits in the market,”

In Hinthada Township,
organically grown clemen-
tines are the main products
being traded. As sales of these
clementines have improved,
growers, transporters, cargo
truck drivers, and loading
and unloading workers are all
benefiting. Kyaw Kyaw Lin

she said.

Vegetable plantations
harvested in

Pwintbyu

Pwintbyu February 13

Local farmers harvested
all plantations of vegeta-
bles planted in cold season
in Pwintbyu Township of
Magway Region, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the winter crop
cultivation season in Pwin-
tbyu Township, a total of
1,865 acres of vegetables
were cultivated. Harvesting
of these vegetable farms be-
gan in December, and as of
today, 100 percent of the cul-
tivated acreage has been fully
harvested. Average yields
are reported at 3,690 viss of
vegetables per acre.

“During the winter crop
cultivation season in Pwintbyu
Township, 1,602 acres were
initially earmarked for veg-
etable cultivation, but actual
planting reached 1,865 acres.
Harvesting of these vegetable
farms began in December
2025, and today all acreage has
been fully harvested. In terms
of yield, vegetables produced
amount to 3,690 viss per acre.
The main vegetables cultivated
include mustard greens, chilli,
coriander, potatoes, cabbage,
cauliflower, eggplant, white
radish, cucumber, bottle gourd,
pumpkin, okra, long bean, and
water spinach. To ensure that
all vegetables are grown using

Township

the GAP (Good Agricultural
Practices) system, with mini-
mal chemical residues and in
a health-compliant manner,
technical supervision and on-
site guidance were provided,”
said Daw Moe Moe Wali,
Township Head of the Pwin-
tbyu Township Department of
Agriculture.

During the winter crop
season in Pwintbyu Township,
the Township Department of
Agriculture conducted field-
based awareness and exten-
sion activities for vegetable
farmers to ensure correct cul-
tivation techniques, prevent
pest and disease infestations,
promote the production and
use of natural fertilizers and
natural pesticides, and enable
the expansion of vegetable
cultivation acreage.

If vegetables are culti-
vated with good yields and
quality, they can ensure suf-
ficient local consumption
while surplus produce can be
sold, generating income and
contributing to socio-econom-
ic development. Therefore,
efforts should be made to
expand vegetable cultiva-
tion across all suitable areas,
Daw Moe Moe Wai, Town-
ship Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)
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