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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
SSPC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
attends opening ceremony of Myanmar—Korea

Friendship

|

Senio‘r of Myanmar-Korea Friendship (Dala) Bridge}

Nay Pyi Taw February 6
The opening ceremony of
the Myanmar—Korea Friend-
ship (Dala) Bridge in Yangon
Region was held this morning
and attended by Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, Acting
President of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar and
Chairman of the State Secu-
rity and Peace Commission.
Also present at the cer-
emony were SSPC member
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
SSPC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, Union Ministers,
the Yangon Region Chief
Minister, senior Tatmadaw
officers from the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief, the
Yangon Regional Command
commander, officials from
the Ministry of Construction,
representatives of companies
involved in the bridge project,
and engineers from Korea,

China, and Myanmar.

Upon arrival at the venue,
the Senior General and party
were welcomed by responsi-
ble officials. The ceremony
began with an explanation by
Union Minister for Construc-
tion U Myo Thant regard-
ing the construction of the
Myanmar—Korea Friendship
(Dala) Bridge.

A documentary movie
on the bridge project was
then presented. Afterwards, a
representative from Soosung
Company of Korea, the pro-
ject contractor, handed over
relevant construction docu-
ments to U Kyaw Kaung
Cho, Director General of the
Bridge Department under the
Ministry of Construction.

The Union Minister for
Construction also presented
a commemorative gift to the
Senior General to mark the

opening of the bridge.

In his opening address,
the Senior General said the
day marked an auspicious
milestone, as the bridge suc-
cessfully connects Yangon,
the country’s commercial
capital, with Dala Township
across the river. He noted
that the bridge integrates
Dala into Yangon’s urban
area and stands as a historic
development.

The newly completed
bridge is 6,127 feet long and
designed as a four-lane struc-
ture. Unlike other bridges,
it was built to serve as a
landmark of Yangon. It is
also the tallest cable-stayed
bridge in Myanmar, allow-
ing large sea-going vessels
to pass underneath, and was
constructed to be both strong
and aesthetically impressive.
He said he was as delighted

as the local people.

He said discussions be-
tween Myanmar and Korea
regarding the project began
in 2012. Construction started

in 2019 with funding from
a US$157.833 million loan
from Korea’s Economic De-
velopment Cooperation Fund
(EDCF) and a government
contribution of US$30.341
million, totaling US$188.174
million. An additional MMK
23.062 billion from the state
budget was later allocated to

| complete the project.

The government, he said,
is prioritizing infrastructure

| development across regions

and states, including transpor-
tation by air, water, and land,
as well as electricity access, to
improve socio-economic con-
ditions. He emphasized that
good transportation links are
essential for regional devel-

(Dala) Bridge

B =

opment and for strengthening
connections among ethnic
communities.

Easy and fast transporta-
tion is a crucial factor among
the primary requirements for
the development of a region.
To prioritize improvements in
transportation, bridges are be-
ing constructed at geographic
and natural barriers such as
rivers and streams. Roads are
being built and upgraded to be
passable in all seasons. These
efforts are being implemented
not only in urban areas but
also to ensure the balanced
development of even remote
regions.

When implementing
such development projects
for the nation, it is necessary
for the responsible authori-
ties to collaborate to ensure
that public funds are used
without wastage, that qual-

ity is ensured for long-term
durability, and to point out
and correct whether or not
the projects are beneficial for
the region. It is also neces-
sary that projects utilizing
public funds are those that
will yield benefits for the
region.

Yangon Region is a major
city for Myanmar's economic
development. Along with the
regional economic growth
and the increase in popula-
tion, daily vehicle traffic has
also significantly increased.
Therefore, to ensure orderly
traffic flow in Yangon Region
in line with the characteristics
of a capital city, infrastruc-
ture developments such as

the expansion of inner-city
roads, the construction of
flyovers, and the construc-
tion of necessary four-lane
major river-crossing bridges
like the current one help
reduce traffic congestion. As
the flow of passengers and
goods becomes faster, the
economic, social, and health
sectors of the public will
further develop.

With the completion of
the Myanmar-Korea Friend-
ship (Dala) Bridge, it will be
possible to travel easily and
quickly from Yangon City,
Yangon Region to Dala,
Twantay, Kawhmu, and
Kungyangon towns. Fur-
thermore, from there, it will
also be possible to travel
easily and quickly to towns
in Ayeyawady Region. Dala
town has become a gateway
town connecting Ayeyar-

wady Region and Yangon
Region, allowing regional
products to be transported
by road in a short time. Ad-
ditionally, via the Daydaye
Bridge, it will be possible to
easily and quickly connect
and travel to towns in Ay-
eyawady Region, including
Daydaye, Pyapon, Bogale
towns, and beach areas.
As it is now possible to
directly connect and oper-
ate road transportation with
the central area of Yangon
City, Dala town, including
Twantay, Kawhmu, and
Kungyangon towns, will
also become urbanized and
develop simultaneously.
See Page 14
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Acting President of the Republic of Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing cordially greets eye patients
at Sitagu Eye Hospltal pays respects to Sitagu Sayadaw

Q@lfaﬁ’@mmﬂ Am{g

Nay Pyi Taw February 6
Acting President of the
Republic of Union of My-
anmar Chairman of State

Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, accompanied
by SSPC member Prime Min-

ister U Nyo Saw, SSPC Secre-
tary General Ye Win Oo and
members of the entourage,
the Yangon Region chief

minister, the Yangon Com-
mand commander, the Yangon
mayor and officials, paid
respects to Abhidhaja Maha
Rahta Guru Abhidhaja Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotika Dr

' Bhaddanta Nyanisara, State

Ovadacariya, Sangha Raja of
Shwekyin Gana, Chancellor
of Sitagu International Bud-
dhist Academies, in Sitagu

| Eye Hospital, Thitagu World

Buddhist University, Sitagu
International Buddhist Mis-
sionary Association, Dagon
(North) Township, Yangon
Region, this morning.

First, the Senior General,
the Prime Minister and the
SSPC Secretary wore glasses
to the eye patients who had
underwent eye surgery at the
hospital, and cordially greeted

them.

The Senior General and
party then cordially conversed
with patients waiting for their
turn to undergo eye surgery.

Afterwards, they
paid homage to the State
Ovadacariya, Sawla Sama
Shwe Kyin Sasanapaing Say-
adaw, the Chancellor of Sit-
agu International Buddhist
Academies Abhidhaja Maha
Rahta Guru Abhidhaja Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotika Dr.
Bhaddanta Nanissara. They
inquired and consulted on re-
ligious matters and listened to
the sermons and advice given
by the Sayadaw.

Subsequently, the Sitagu
Sayadaw presented Dhamma
gifts to the Senior General.
Following that, the Senior

General offered alms of monk
requisites to the Sitagu Say-
adaw and donated 30 million
kyats for the restoration and
repair of pagodas and stupas
housing the sacred relics of
the Buddha, which were dam-
aged due to the impact of the
Mandalay earthquake.

It has been reported that
at the aforementioned Sit-
agu International Missionary
Association, Sitagu Interna-
tional Buddhist Academies,
and Sitagu Eye Hospital,
approximately 1,600 people
came for eye examinations
for hospital treatment, among
whom about 500 required eye
surgeries. Free eye surgeries
are being provided for the
people who need them.
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Pwintbyu Township earmarks cultivation of

summer sesame on more than 30,000 acres of land

Pwintbyu February 6

Pwintbyu Township Ag-
riculture Department men-
tioned that local authorities
earmarked cultivation of
33,737 acres of summer
sesame with the irrigation
facilities from Mezali Di-
version Weir in Pwintbyu
Township of Magway Re-
gion this year.

In Pwintbyu Township,
local farmers make effective
use of government irriga-
tion water, electric pumping

systems, and groundwater
throughout the year to cul-
tivate oilseed crops such
as groundnut, sesame, sun-
flower, and safflower, with
the aim of ensuring sufficient
local edible oil supplies and
increasing crop income.
During this year’s summer
crop cultivation season, lo-
cal farmers plan to cultivate
up to 33,737 acres of sum-
mer sesame using water
from the Mezalir diversion
welir.

“During this year’s sum-
mer crop cultivation season
in Pwintbyu Township, with
the objective of ensuring
sufficient and surplus edible
oil supplies and increasing
farmers’ crop income, we
have planned to cultivate
33,737 acres of summer
sesame using water from the
Mezalir diversion weir. We
will also provide support and
farmer education activities
to ensure timely cultiva-
tion, adequate irrigation wa-

ter, access to high-yielding
quality seed varieties, cor-
rect cultivation methods,
and achieving the required
plant population,” said
Daw Moe Moe Wai, Town-
ship Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

Local farmers in Pwin-
tbyu Township reportedly
rely on water from the Meza-
lir diversion weir each year
during the summer crop
season to cultivate paddy,

sesame, and other summer
crops. The main sesame vari-
eties grown include Samon-
net black sesame, black
sesame, and Sin Ya Tana-4.
During last year’s summer
crop season, 27,193 acres
were originally planned for
summer sesame cultiva-
tion, but actual planting
expanded to as much as
57,616 acres, with an aver-
age yield of 9.52 baskets
per acre.

If farmers are able to

increase sesame yields, it
will help ensure sufficient
domestic edible oil sup-
plies, improve production,
reduce reliance on imported
edible oils, balance market
demand, stabilize prices, in-
crease farmers’ crop income,
and improve socioeconomic
conditions. Therefore, ef-
forts should be made to
further expand sesame cul-
tivation in all suitable areas,
Daw Moe Moe Wai.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

South Sudan to face economic, humanitarian crises amid aid cuts: World Bank

Juba February 6
South Sudan is set to face
profound economic and hu-
manitarian challenges due to
dwindling donor assistance
and humanitarian funding,
according to two new reports

released by the World Bank
on Thursday.

"Official development
assistance coming from
other countries into South
Sudan in 2025 was half the
average recorded between

2019 and 2024," Charles Un-
deland, World Bank Group
country manager for South
Sudan, told journalists in
Juba, the capital of South
Sudan.

The World Bank, in part-

nership with the government,
launched the Public Finance
Review and the Country Cli-
mate and Development Re-
port, which are seen as criti-
cal in shaping policy review
and direction for the country

amid severe economic and
humanitarian crises.
Undeland said that with
U.S. aid dropping by 80
percent and EU support
by 20 percent, the country
faces a profound challenge,

as humanitarian assistance,
particularly for food secu-
rity and nutrition, is set to
decline sharply alongside
cuts to education, health-
care, and other essential

services. Xinhua

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Acting President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman of State Security and Peace Commission
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets rectors,
principals, pro-rectors of universities and
degree colleges of the relevant ministries
Education reforms and promotion must be made without fail
for the betterment of Myanmar’s future
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Nay Pyi Taw February 6

Acting President of the
Republic of the Union of
Myanmar Chairman of State
Security and Peace Com-
mission Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing met rectors,
principals, professors, and
faculty members of univer-
sities and degree colleges of
the relevant ministries at the
Arts Hall of Yangon Univer-
sity this afternoon.

Also present at the meet-
ing were SSPC member
Prime Minister U Nyo Saw,
SSPC Secretary General Ye
Win Oo and members of the
entourage, the Yangon Re-
gion chief minister, the Yan-
gon Command commander,
directors general of the Min-
istry of Education, deputy
directors general, rectors of
universities for technology
and medical science.

Promotion of education
sector of State

In his address, the Senior
General said the meeting
is for the promotion of the
education sector of the State.
The findings of the 2024

census indicate the national
literacy rate at over 91.1 per-
cent, but the number of high
school and university level
educated persons is low, and
the number of students who
completed primary education
level is high. The compari-
son between the said census
result and the records of the
2014 population housing
census and 2019 interim
census shows a great demand
for the national education
promotion activities.

Promotion of basic

education sector

The country was weak
in educational activities be-
cause of the colonial edu-
cation system during the
pre-independence period and
the world war. Hence, three
R campaigns were launched
in the post-independence
period to eradicate illiteracy,
but school education was
weak since the time, and the
result was the fewer num-
ber of educated persons in
the country. History shows
that weakness in education
harmed national peace and

stability at times.

As the saying goes “Na-
tional discipline starts at
schools”, those who have
formal education have the
habit of observing discipline
better than the ones who
lack formal education. As
the former are the persons
who are brought under the
teachings of their teachers,
they are polite and obey the
discipline. Weakness in edu-
cation has a huge impact on
national peace and stability
and rule enforcement. It can
be assumed that political
conflicts erupted throughout
the successive eras were
the result of the weakness
in education. Because of
their educational deficiency,
these people can be easily
influenced by others’ instiga-
tions and their thoughtless
acts have ruined the national
peace and stability.

Citizens’ mindset should
be enhanced through educa-
tion promotion, which will
have two phases — (1) enroll-
ment of all school age chil-
dren and (2) application of

lof{universities]
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a teaching method that truly
educates students. In the
basic education sector, some
schools meet the norms, but
some lack standard features,
and the same goes to insti-
tutions of higher learning.
Schools must meet the set
standards so that students
can learn their lessons well
and have the will to learn.
Teachers on their part must
enhance their teaching skills.

Modern teaching meth-
ods that meet the present
age must be adopted. School
age children’s enthusiasm
for learning must be im-
proved and the development
in teaching needs constant
research programs. Students
must be taught well from the
primary level education till
finishing their high school
and to observe the rules, and
the work calls for enhancing
the qualifications of teachers.

The task of upgrading
all basic education schools
needs time. School attend-
ance rate is low in some
ethnic areas as there are
children who cannot attend

classes due to language bar-

i rier and other difficulties.

Serious attention must be
paid to education promotion
activities in ethnic areas with
demands for education. Edu-
cation promotion in ethnic
areas calls for teachers that
are really supportive of the
students. Efforts must be
made to arouse children’s
will to attend classes and to
create a pleasant ambience

, for them. All preprimary

students reach the primary

. school level, but not all pri-

mary school students come
from preprimary schools.
Teaching methods must en-
sure a pleasant environment
for children. Teachers of KG
and KG+1 must pay close
attention to ensuring a happy
environment for children.
Hence, the Education Minis-
try is conducting short-term
courses beginning from this
year for the nation’s future.

The country has gov-
ernment schools, monastic
education schools and pri-
vate schools, but most of
the children of the people
go to government schools.
As parents of these children
cannot afford to send their
children to private schools,
they are relying on gov-
ernment schools. Hence,
the quality of government
schools should be improved.
The government in office is
improving the features of
the schools and facilitating
the teaching activities to the
most possible degree. It is a
must to improve the educa-
tion from its roots for the
betterment of the country’s
future.

Whatever the teacher
appointment system is, ef-
forts must be made to ensure
equal qualification among
teachers. Education staff
are provided with benefits
rank wise. And support for
ensuring a comfortable living

for teachers has been fulfilled
to the most possible extent.
Allowances for all civil serv-
ants including education staff
have been increased.

A pleasant occupational
ambience for teachers en-
hances their will to serve
their duty. The State is fulfill-
ing the needs for disseminat-
ing general and academic
knowledge for children. The
country must nurture educa-
tion trees for the country’s
future. Children with better
educational foundations will
reach institutions of higher
learning.

Advancement of the

Higher Education Sector

Regarding higher educa-
tion, he noted that univer-
sities and institutes offer
diploma, undergraduate, and
postgraduate levels. He men-
tioned that there are many
students who do not pass
the matriculation exam after
completing their final year of
high school. He stated that
arrangements must be made
for these students to continue
their studies through voca-
tional education and diploma
programs. For those who
pass the matriculation exam,
it is necessary to continue
training them to become
high-quality individuals.
Regarding distance educa-
tion universities, he stressed
the need to ensure system-
atic teaching and to enhance
proficiency levels. He urged
for university education to
be improved further and for
efforts to be made to provide
mastery of higher education
through diligent teaching.

He explained that uni-
versities provide advanced
knowledge and expertise.
He added that students gain
exposure to diverse academic
fields and social environ-
ments during their time at
university.

See Page 14
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The Government has set
visions and objectives for the
emergence of national inter-
ests and is striving with con-
stant vigilance, unwavering
perseverance, diligence, and
effort. To ensure a peaceful
and prosperous future for the
country and for the joyful and
happy lives of the citizens, the
Government is endeavouring
to shape good visions and
directions. It is urged that all
citizens and national brethren
also increase their coop-
eration in the Government's
processes for peace and the
development of democracy
and federalism.

To ensure public safety
while using the Myanmar—
Korea Friendship (Dala)
Bridge, the public is urged to
strictly comply with desig-
nated traffic and road regula-
tions and to cooperate in safe-
guarding and maintaining the
bridge to ensure its long-term
durability and stability. The

State Government extends
its sincere appreciation to the
Government of the Republic
of Korea, officials responsible
for the bridge construction,
personnel from the Ministry
of Construction, the Yangon
Region Government, relevant
military and government
officials, and local residents
for their collective efforts
in achieving the successful
opening of the bridge, said
the Acting President.

The Acting President and
the Chairman of the State
Security and Peace Commis-
sion, then presented com-
memorative gifts to the con-
struction engineering teams
involved in the bridge project.

Following this, the Sen-
ior General arrived at the
venue of the Myanmar—Korea
Friendship Bridge ribbon-
cutting ceremony, where
Commission members, Prime
Minister U Nyo Saw, Com-
mission Secretary General Ye
Win Oo, Union Minister for

Transport and Communica-
tions U Mya Htun Oo, Union
Minister for Construction
U Myo Thant, and Yangon
Region Chief Minister U Soe
Thein jointly cut the ribbon.

Following this, the Senior
General officially unveiled
the monumental inscrip-
tion of the Myanmar—Korea
Friendship (Dala) Bridge by
pressing a button and sprin-
kling fragrant water. The
Prime Minister, the Commis-
sion Secretary, Commission
members, and officials sub-
sequently sprinkled fragrant
water on the inscription.

Following this, the Senior
General together with com-
mission members proceeded
to Pylon-2, where the monu-
mental inscription is located,
and sprinkled fragrant water
on the inscription.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral and other attendees then
posed for a group photograph
to commemorate the open-
ing of the Myanmar—Korea

Friendship (Dala) Bridge.

Next, the Senior Gen-
eral and members walked
across the Myanmar—Korea
Friendship (Dala) Bridge and
greeted the ethnic youths at-
tending the ceremony.

The Union Minister for
Construction then presented
the proposed beautification
plan for the areas along the
banks of the Myanmar—Korea
Friendship (Dala) Bridge, af-
ter which the Senior General
provided necessary guidance
and instructions.

Then, the Senior General
and members toured Dala
town by vehicle.

The Myanmar—Korea
Friendship (Dala) Bridge
was first discussed by the
two leaders during President
U Thein Sein’s visit to the
Republic of Korea in Octo-
ber 2012. On June 19, 2013,
officials from both countries
met and agreed to construct a
bridge over the Yangon River
using a loan from the Re-

public of Korea’s Economic
Development Cooperation
Fund (EDCF). The feasibility
study for the project began in
April 2013 with support from
the Republic of Korea. The
bridge was designed to meet
Myanmar’s road and traffic
conditions, geological and
soil-bearing capacities, and
social and economic require-
ments. Construction of the
bridge commenced on May
27,2019. The main bridge has
a gradient of 5.95 percent and
a total length of 6,127 feet.
It has an overall width of 79
feet, including four carriage-
ways each 11 feet 6 inches
wide and two pedestrian lanes
each 6 feet 6 inches wide. The
bridge is designed to support
vehicles weighing up to 75
tons. Additionally, 1-foot-
6-inch-diameter water pipes
have been installed on each
side to supply drinking water
from Yangon to Dala.

The bridge was com-
pleted after the government

was able to allocate addi-
tional state funds to overcome
the challenges posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic and
other difficulties encoun-
tered during construction.
With the completion of the
Myanmar—Korea Friendship
(Dala) Bridge, travel between
Yangon and Dala, Twante,
Kawhmu, Kungyangon, and
other towns in the Ayeyawady
Region will become faster
and more convenient. Dala
is expected to emerge as
a gateway connecting the
Ayeyawady and Yangon re-
gions, fostering development
across various sectors. The
neighboring towns of Twante,
Kawhmu, and Kungyangon
are also anticipated to grow
into urban centers. The con-
struction and opening of this
bridge will contribute to the
social, economic, education-
al, health, and transportation
development of the region,
establishing it as a landmark
infrastructure in Yangon. 100
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Engaging within the uni-
versity community provides
individual students with
valuable experiences and
fosters positive thinking.
Therefore, he noted that
only when these social en-
vironments are healthy and
positive can the universities
produce individuals capable
of serving the interests of
the nation.

He noted that students
have different social expe-
riences depending on the
environment in which they
are educated. These experi-
ences result in differences
between individual social
circles. Only by acquiring
good habits within their so-
cial communities will there
be an abundance of educated
human resources capable of
serving the nation's inter-
ests. Currently, the govern-
ment is doing its best to
improve the characteristics

of universities and colleges.
Essential infrastructure is
being provided, starting with
cleaning and beautification
tasks to ensure students have
access to sports facilities
and good environments. He
stressed that those in charge
must work diligently to cre-
ate favorable environments
in universities. By doing
so, our social communities
will be transformed and
improved.

He explained that uni-
versity education is a sys-
tem that emphasizes study
and discussion over mere
teaching. He stressed that
university education must be
taught in a way that ensures
genuine proficiency and
understanding. Therefore,
in higher education universi-
ties, it is necessary to carry
out studies and interactive
discussions with teachers. To
ensure students truly become
educated, he stated that a

system of Check, Recheck,
and Counter Check must be
implemented through vari-
ous methods. He concluded
by urging officials to cre-
ate favorable environments
for the students’ attending
universities.

From Elevating
Educational Standards to
National Development

He stated that industrial,
agricultural, and livestock
basic education schools have
been opened to provide the
human resources necessary
for the country’s primary eco-
nomic activities of agricul-
ture and livestock. He noted
that doing so will provide the
support needed to advance
the nation's agricultural and
livestock production sectors.
By increasing production,
the national GDP will rise,
leading to the improvement
and growth of the country's
economy. Therefore, he em-
phasized that efforts must be

made to ensure the progress
of agricultural and livestock
production. He stated that he
consistently encourages the
implementation of agricul-
tural and livestock produc-
tion activities in each region
and state to support local
food security. He noted that
the country also requires
economists; therefore, as it
is necessary to teach basic
economic principles at uni-
versities, his government has
planned for universities and
colleges to offer BA (Eco-
nomics) degrees and teach
economic fundamentals.
Similarly, he mentioned that
since it is essential to under-
stand the law in a democratic
nation, basic legal subjects
are being taught, and meas-
ures are being taken to confer
BA (Law) degrees.

He mentioned that large
amounts of foreign cur-
rency are being spent annu-
ally because the country has

to import cooking oil and
fuel from abroad. He also
noted that significant state
funds were utilized during
the recovery efforts for the
damage caused by the ma-
jor Mandalay earthquake.
Therefore, he stressed the
need to boost production
activities to improve the
national economy, empha-
sizing that we must take
necessary actions to achieve
self-reliance.He stated that
the government is making ef-
forts to increase the national
GDP. By achieving produc-
tion goals and targets, export
earnings will increase, lead-
ing to a rise in the country's
GDP. He emphasized that the
nation must utilize its human
resources with a genuine
will to drive national eco-
nomic growth. He urged the
attending senior teachers
and professors, who hold
high-level responsibilities,
to collaborate in striving for

the betterment of the coun-
try. He stated that to ensure
a bright future for Myanmar,
the education sector must
undergo mandatory trans-
formation and implementa-
tion. He requested them to
perform their duties excel-
lently within their respective
sectors. He added that the
government is encouraging
and working toward the el-
evation of the education and
health sectors. He concluded
by asking them to produce
students who are human
resources rich in both knowl-
edge and technical expertise.

Afterward, the Senior
General cordially greeted
those in attendance at the
meeting.

Then, the Senior Gen-
eral inspected the Diamond
Jubilee Hall of Yangon Uni-
versity and gave guidance
to responsible officials re-
garding the upgrading and

renovation of the hall. 100

More than 4,000 acres of green gram grown in Wetlet Township

Wetlet February 6

Local farmers planted
4,552 acres of green gram in
Wetlet Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, a total
of 4,565 acres of green gram
were earmarked for cultivation
in Wetlet Township. Planting
began in October 2025, and as
of today, cultivation has been

completed on 4,552 acres, ac-
cording to reports.

“During the winter crop-
ping period in Wetlet Town-
ship, green gram was planned
for cultivation on 4,565 acres,
and planting has already been
completed on 4,552 acres,”
said Daw Kyin San, Township
Head of the Department of Ag-
riculture in Wetlet Township.

“Green gram cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. With regard to green gram

production, we are providing
extension services to encour-
age expanded cultivation and
educating farmers on the use of
quality and pure seed to achieve
good yields,” she said.

In Wetlet Township, the
relevant Township Department
of Agriculture is providing
farmer education on access
to regionally suitable qual-
ity seed, correct cultivation
methods, prevention of pest
infestations, systematic use of

chemical fertilizers, and meas-
ures to ensure good yields for
green gram growers.

It is also reported that dur-
ing this year’s winter cropping
season, in cultivating various
pulses, the Department of
Agriculture is working in
cooperation with farmers to
provide quality seed, agricul-
tural inputs, and post-harvest
technologies required to en-
sure good yields and quality
of pulse crops. 206
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Esteemed national brethren residing in Shan State,
Everybody, Mingalaba!

I extend my greetings with best wishes for all Union-born
national people residing in Shan State and the entire nation
to enjoy physical and mental well-being with peace and
prosperity on the occasion of the 79" Anniversary of Shan
State Day, which falls on 7 February 2026, today.

Shan State is the largest area among all regions and states,
as a home to the largest number of ethnic nationalities. Shan
State, located in the eastern mountain ranges, is situated on
more than 60,000 square miles. It is an important state due
to sharing borders with other countries.

Historical evidences proof that Shan tribes, namely
Shan, Pa-O, Palaung, Danu, Inntha, Taungyoe, Wa, Danaw,
Kokang, Lahu, Yinnet, Yinkya, Myaungzee, Akha, etc., have
been residing in Shan State for a long time together with other
ethnics such as Kachin, Kayah and Lisu.

Shan State is a large and scenic state blessed with a fa-
vourable natural climate and home to well-known hill resort
towns. In addition, it is rich in Stone Age cultural sites such
as Pyadalin Cave, Loiwun Cave, and numerous limestone
caves, as well as natural lakes, long-standing urban cultural
heritage, and the diverse traditions and customs of ethnic
nationalities. With abundant natural resources, Shan State
is a well-endowed and well-rounded region in every aspect.

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar is a sovereign
nation that, since ancient times, has been home to diverse eth-
nic groups living together in unity under their own monarchs
and governance. With distinct cultures and literary traditions
flourishing, the country stood tall with dignity across the
world. However, the British colonialists waged three wars
of aggression against Myanmar and unjustly occupied the
country. As a result, on 1 January 1886, the entire nation of
Myanmar fell into colonial subjugation.

In resisting the unjust aggression of the British colonial-
ists and striving to regain independence, the Shan Saophas
and the Shan ethnic people stood shoulder to shoulder with
other Union-born ethnic groups in a united struggle. The
tradition of working hand in hand with unwavering national
patriotism, so that the country’s sovereignty might remain
intact and unbroken, is a source of respect and pride for Shan
State and the Shan people.

Throughout the period of the struggle for independence,
driven by the strongest and most resolute determination
deeply held in the hearts of all ethnic groups that they would
continue to fight in every way until genuine independence
was fully achieved, the ethnic leaders from Shan State worked
energetically and in complete unity, making concerted efforts
towards securing Myanmar’s independence.

During the period when the “AFPFL” led the struggle
in Myanmar and fiercely fought for independence, the Shan
people, both elders and youth, in Shan State, also actively
participated in the independence movement, fully motivated
by their deep love for their ethnic community.

During the period of the Second World War in 1942,
fascist Japan occupied and administered the entire country
of Myanmar, including Shan State. Although the British co-
lonialists had been driven out, the invading fascist Japanese
forces brutally oppressed the nation and its people. As a
result, national leaders and all ethnic groups united in active
resistance, and on 27 March 1945, they were finally able to
completely expel the fascist Japanese from Myanmar’s soil.

However, after the end of the Second World War, the
British colonialists once again returned and, dividing the
hills from the plains, continued to administer the entirety
of Shan State under the old feudal system. They retained

(7 February 2026)

the local rulers, town chiefs, and tax officers, maintaining a
divided administration. Moreover, the British attempted to
follow the plan outlined in wartime white papers, aiming to
grant Myanmar independence only on the condition that the
hill regions would be left aside, allowing them to continue
their segregated control.

Thus, due to British oppression, exploitation, and the
denial of equality for the hill regions, the unity and determi-
nation of all ethnic groups led to a strong demand and active
struggle. As aresult, in 1947, the British invited the Myanmar
delegation, led by General Aung San, to London to discuss the
future of Myanmar. During these discussions, General Aung
San requested that all hill regions, including Shan State, be
granted independence simultaneously when Myanmar was
given independence. However, the Executive Council of
the Shan State Council objected, stating that General Aung
San was not a representative of the Saophas. In response,
the leaders of the Shan People’s Freedom Organization held
a large public assembly in Taunggyi, made decisions, and
sent a formal delegation confirming that General Aung San
was indeed their representative for the hill peoples and that
they fully supported him. Only then was the Aung San-Atlee
Agreement signed.

From 3 to 6 February 1947, discussions were held with
the participation of Saopha members of the Executive Coun-
cil and representatives of the Shan people. On 7 February,
representatives of the Shan, Kachin, and Chin peoples formed
a subcommittee and reached agreements, signing documents
to cooperate with the Union in achieving independence. As
such, 7 February has been officially celebrated as Shan State
Day, honouring the day when the leaders of the Shan, Kachin,
and Chin ethnic groups within Shan State were able to make
a unified decision to join the Union in gaining independence.
This tradition has now continued for 79 years.

Esteemed ethnic people,

The Union of Myanmar was able to reestablish itself
confidently on the world stage as a sovereign and independent
nation on 4 January 1948, thanks to the unity and strength
of its ethnic peoples. However, the legacy of internal armed
conflicts that emerged from the British policy of divide-and-
rule continues to affect the country to this day. These conflicts,
fuelled by ethnic divisions, rigid ideologies, and excessive
self-interest, have created narrow political and ethnic perspec-
tives, resulting in ongoing hardships and suffering for both
the nation and its people.

Therefore, ethnic unity is not only critically important
for achieving peace in ceasing the domestic armed conflicts,
but it also serves as a major driving force for a nation’s
development. Accordingly, ethnic brethren must work to
remove suspicions among themselves, engage in dialogue and
negotiation, build trust, and strive to achieve durable peace.

The State has been making concentrated efforts within
a short period to ensure peace, stability, and development
across the entire country. At the same time, it has been
allocating billions of kyats to rebuild and restore damage
caused by domestic armed conflicts, unrest, violence, and
natural disasters. In this regard, following the major Man-
dalay earthquake on 28 March 2025, over K147 billion has
been allocated to rebuild government office buildings, staff
housing, religious buildings and pagodas, hospitals, schools,
and the homes of residents in Shan State. The relevant depart-
ments, led by skilled professionals, are carrying out these
reconstruction efforts.

Since our country is built on a union system, ethnic unity
is of fundamental importance. The most crucial and necessary
step to achieve harmony among ethnic groups is to cultivate a

A message seny by Acting President of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, Chairman of the State Security and
Peace Commission Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony
to mark the 79" Anniversary of Shan State Day

sense of union identity, instilling in every citizen, regardless
of where they live, the understanding that they are an ethnic
member of the Union.

To ensure the well-being and stability of a nation or an
ethnic group, individuals must continuously strengthen their
own resilience and enhance their ability to act and perform
effectively. It should be noted that if a country or an ethnic
group cannot maintain its long-term stability and security
through its own strength and unified efforts, the nation’s
authority will weaken, and it may fall under the control of
others. To remain a free and enduring country and avoid
subjugation, everyone must act in unity. In times of threat
to the nation, Tatmadaw and the people, who bear the pri-
mary responsibility for national defence, must work hand in
hand, defending and protecting the country with patriotism,
courage, and collective strength to ensure its long-term sta-
bility. Just as during the period when ethnic groups strove
for independence, unity, understanding, and mutual trust
must be rebuilt among national brethren. Efforts must be
made collectively to restore and demonstrate ethnic unity as
quickly as possible.

The government has maintained the State power strictly
in accordance with the Constitution to prevent the unlawful
seizure of State authority through irregularities in the ruling
party’s conduct during the 2020 general election. At present,
to enable the path towards the democracy desired by the
people, a free and fair election has also been conducted. Ar-
rangements are being carried out to systematically transfer
State power to the government that emerges in accordance
with the Constitution.

Since 2021, due to domestic and overseas provocations
and instigations, unrest and violent incidents have occurred
across the country. Some ethnic armed groups have taken
advantage of these instabilities to recruit and consolidate ter-
rorist organizations, aiming to undermine national stability.
Tatmadaw and the government have made great sacrifices
of'blood, sweat, and effort to protect the country’s peace and
security. Through dialogue and negotiation with relevant
groups, we have been striving to restore the original stable and
peaceful situation. Accordingly, ethnic armed organizations
and terrorist groups in Shan State are invited to understand
the country’s legitimate needs, abandon armed conflict and
unrest, participate in dialogue for peace, and cooperate in
national development. Furthermore, everyone is urged to
collectively work to eliminate activities that harm the nation
and the people’s dignity and impede national development,
such as drug production and distribution, telecom fraud and
online gambling, and illegal trade, which continue to occur
within the state.

Therefore, all ethnic citizens are encouraged to base them-
selves on patriotism and a sense of union to work together
with the government for the benefit of the country and the
people, and to participate in the building of a Union founded
on democracy and a federal system that is full of fairness,
freedom, and equal rights.

In conclusion, on the occasion of “Shan State Day”,
which has served as a cornerstone for fostering a peaceful
and harmonious Union and promoting ethnic unity, I send
this message encouraging all ethnic parents and brethren
residing in Shan State to work hand in hand with the govern-
ment, Tatmadaw, and the ethnic people to build a peaceful,
modern, and developed nation.

Senior General Thadoe Maha Thray Sithu
Thadoe Thiri Thudhamma Min Aung Hlaing
Acting President, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Chairman, the State Security and Peace Commission
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