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Myanmar beglns second round Of oral arguments at ICJ

Nay Pyi Taw January 29
Oral hearings in the case
between The Gambia and

Myanmar are being held at
the International Court of
Justice in The Hague, the
Netherlands, from 12 to 29
January, with Myanmar's
second round of submissions
having begun at 3 pm local
time on 28 January.

Myanmar’s legal team
responded to questions from
the judges and argued that
the evidence presented by
The Gambia lacks sufficient
credibility.

Myanmar's lawyer, Mr
Christopher Staker, deliv-
ered the opening statement
of Myanmar’s second round
of oral arguments. He stated
that Myanmar continues to
maintain the same position
presented during its first
round of arguments. The
Gambia did not submit any
new evidence, and continues
to rely solely on materials
from the Fact-Finding Mis-
sion (FFM) and the expert
witness Newton. Due to time
constraints, Myanmar would
not respond to every allega-
tion made by The Gambia, as
these had already been fully
addressed in Myanmar’s
written pleadings. He em-
phasized that it is not for the

FFM to determine the cred-
ibility of evidence, but rather
for the judges to decide, and
that the FFM itself had only
assessed matters in terms of
possibility. He further stated
that Newton’s expert analysis
was also based solely on the
FFM report.

On 26-1-2026, The
Gambia’s lawyers accused
Myanmar’s lawyers of mak-
ing false representations in
defence of Myanmar. In re-
sponse, Myanmar’s lawyers
adhere strictly to profes-
sional legal ethics, and that
Myanmar is a sovereign state
and a member of the United
Nations and the Genocide
Convention, fulfilling its
treaty obligations responsi-
bly, and he objected to The
Gambia’s allegations.

He also argued that while
it may be possible for geno-
cide to occur during counter-
terrorism operations, such
acts did not occur in real-
ity, and it was also stated in
the report of the Independ-
ent Commission of Enquiry
(ICOE). The Gambia failed
to examine events in detail
and instead focused only on
three villages, arguing that
genocide is not a matter of
numbers but of intent. My-
anmar did not attack those

who fled to Bangladesh, and
internally displaced persons
living in camps due to fight-
ing were protected. While
The Gambia alleged the
destruction of a group, he
pointed out that large num-
bers of Bengalis continue to
live in Rakhine State.

Myanmar’s lawyer, Mr
David Hooper, stated that the
testimony of The Gambia’s
first witness, MN (pseudo-
nym), contained falsehoods.
Other witnesses claimed
not to be aware of ARSA’s
activities within villages,
despite acknowledging that
Tatmadaw entered villages
due to ARSA’s presence. He
pointed out that although
MN testified that around
100 women and children,
including his wife and chil-
dren, were detained in a
house by Myanmar security
forces, they were later re-
leased unharmed. His family
encountered no obstruction
when leaving for refugee
camps in Bangladesh. MN
further stated that his cousin
remains in Rakhine State and
is employed as a government
servant.

The second witness, NJ
(pseudonym), testified that
he stayed inside his home
and had no knowledge of

ARSA. However, discrepan-
cies were observed between
his testimony before the
court and statements he had
previously made to Legal
Action Worldwide (LAW).
Even if his court testimony
were accepted as accurate,
this would indicate that his
statements to LAW were
false.

The third witness, MS
(pseudonym), was said to
have concealed his knowl-
edge of ARSA. His testi-
mony was described as un-
reliable and fabricated. He
claimed to have fled across
a creek about one mile from
his village and later observed
events in the village, which
was inconsistent with his
previous testimony to LAW,
where he stated that he was
too frightened to know what
happened after crossing the
creek. The inconsistency
raised serious doubts about
his memory. All three wit-
nesses also requested ano-
nymity, claiming that there
were informants for Myan-
mar in the refugee camps in
Bangladesh. In reality, their
reluctance to speak openly
was due to ARSA’s influence
and intimidation.

Mr David Hopper con-
tinued that the testimony

of Myanmar’s witness M1
(pseudonym) described AR-
SA’s brutality, threats to
force false testimony against
Myanmar, and plans to attack
Rakhine villages and police
posts. He stated that those
who carried out abductions
and killings were Bengalis
living in the same village,
and that evidence showed
widespread ARSA influence
within villages. He also high-
lighted testimony regard-
ing the Khamaungseik inci-
dent, in which 105 Hindus
and ethnic minorities were
killed, supported by strong
evidence.

Myanmar’s legal team
could firmly state that the
testimonies of the three wit-
nesses submitted by The
Gambia were inconsistent
with their prior written state-
ments and with information
presented to the FFM and
IIMM. They highlighted
concealment of ARSA’s at-
tacks and role, and objected
to the portrayal of lawful
counter-terrorism operations
by a sovereign state as acts
of genocide. Regarding The
Gambia’s expert witness,
Newton, their submissions
lacked a clear framework.

Although Newton
claimed to be an expert in
COIN, he exceeded his ex-
pertise by testifying as if he
were a genocide expert. His
first report made no mention
of ARSA, and only in his
second report did he describe
ARSA as a capable armed
group. He also admitted to
connections with organiza-
tions supporting The Gambia
in the present case.

Myanmar’s lawyer, Ms
Leigh Lawrie, responded to
questions from Judge Brent
concerning the rescue of
civilians due to the ARSA's
violence, stating that regard-
ing the ARSA’s structure,
strength, and operational
capacity, ARSA received

support from individuals in
Middle Eastern countries,
expanded its forces, and
conducted terrorist training.
She explained that ARSA’s
capabilities grew from at-
tacking three police posts in
2016 to launching simulta-
neous attacks on 30 police
posts in 2017. ARSA was
able to manufacture IEDs
and conduct reconnaissance
operations.

ARSA relied on sup-
porters to carry out attacks
and had a strength of more
than 17,000 members. In re-
sponse to the judge’s second
question, she explained that
ARSA supporters, number-
ing in the hundreds, often
attacked using sticks and
knives, relying on numerical
superiority. Regarding the
distinction between com-
batants and civilians, she
stated that before operations,
soldiers were instructed on
rules of engagement (RoE),
and each soldier was issued
a pocket card outlining these
rules by the Tatmadaw. Sol-
diers were instructed to fire
only when facing imminent
threats to their lives and only
at armed individuals.

In response to the fourth
question on casualties, she
stated that 69 ARSA mem-
bers were killed in the 2016
incidents and 376 in the 2017
incidents. The ICOE report
recorded civilian deaths and
recommended continued in-
vestigations. Responding to
Judge Pillay’s question, she
stated that Tatmadaw rescued
Rakhine, Mro, Daingnet, and
Hindu civilians targeted by
ARSA, as well as Bengalis
accused by ARSA of being
informants, and took meas-
ures to prevent conflict be-
tween Rakhine and Bengali
communities.

The second round of ar-
guments by Myanmar was
held at 10 am local time

today. 100

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Sown acreage of vegetables exceeds target
cultivation in Kalewa Township
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veget:fble p antatm?l in kalewa Towns ip"

Kalewa January 29

According to the statistics
of Kalewa Township Agricul-
ture Department of Sagaing
Region, local farmers planted
larger sown acreage of vegeta-
bles in the township this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, 2,172
acres of vegetables were
planned for cultivation in
Kalewa Township. Planting

began in October this year,
and as of today, 2,516 acres
have already been cultivated,
according to reports.

“In Kalewa Township, veg-
etables were planned to be
grown on 2,172 acres, but cul-
tivation has already been com-
pleted on 2,516 acres. We have
been able to expand beyond the
original target area. The crops
include mustard greens, chilies,

spices, potatoes, cabbage, egg-
plant, and cauliflower. Technical
guidance has been provided to
farmers so that all vegetables
can be cultivated under the GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
system. We have also provided
techniques to ensure that veg-
etables are grown in a health-
friendly manner with minimal
chemical residues,” said U Myo
Naing, Township Officer of the

Kalewa Township Department

. of Agriculture.

In Kalewa Township, the
Township Department of Ag-
riculture is providing technical
training to vegetable farmers
on cultivation using GAP
methods, offering guidance
to ensure that vegetables pro-
duced from farms meet health
standards, and supporting ef-
forts to encourage farmers to
expand vegetable cultivation.

Vegetables of various
types are cultivated seasonally
every year in Kalewa Town-
ship. It is reported that these
vegetable crops have been
successfully grown, generating
household income for farmers.
The Township Department of
Agriculture is also providing
awareness and training to
prospective vegetable growers
on proper cultivation meth-
ods, pest prevention, and the
production and use of organic
fertilizers, natural pesticides,
and pest-repellent solutions.

206

Belarus to strengthen
strategic deterrence
amid NATO military

buildup

Minsk January 29

Belarus is strengthen-
ing its strategic deterrence,
including deployment of the
Oreshnik operational-tacti-
cal missile complex and tac-
tical nuclear weapons on its
territory, to counter growing
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) military
activity, a senior official
said Wednesday.

State Secretary of the
Security Council of Belarus
Alexander Volfovich made
the remarks after report-
ing to President Alexander
Lukashenko on the results
of a surprise inspection of
the country's armed forces.

Volfovich said Western
neighbors have significantly
increased defense spending,
expanded armed forces,

and intensified large-scale
military exercises near Be-
larusian territory.

He described these
moves as part of a broader
Western strategy to justify
military expansion by por-
traying an alleged threat
from the east.

In response, Belarus has
prioritized the retention and
potential deployment of
non-strategic nuclear weap-
ons and precision strike
systems on its soil, aim-
ing to prevent aggression
through credible deterrence,
Volfovich said.

Belarus frames its ac-
tions not as escalation, but
as a necessary response to
an increasingly hostile secu-
rity environment, he added.

Xinhua

Chickpea sown acreage expanded
in Wetlet Township

Wetlet January 29

According to Wetlet Town-
ship Agriculture Department
of Sagaing Region, local farm-
ers could grow chidkpea on the
larger sown acreage than the
target cultivation in the town-
ship this year.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season, 54,327
acres of chickpea were planned
for cultivation in Wetlet Town-
ship. Planting began in Oc-
tober 2025, and as of now,
55,988 acres have already been
planted, according to reports.

“During the winter crop-

ping season in Wetlet Town-
ship, chickpeas were planned
to be cultivated on 54,327
acres, but planting has been
completed on 55,988 acres.
We have been able to expand
cultivation beyond the original
target. Chickpea cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. To ensure good yields
and quality of pulses, we have
worked together with farm-
ers to provide quality seeds,
agricultural inputs, and post-
harvest technologies,” said
Daw Kyin San, Township
Officer of the Wetlet Township

Department of Agriculture.

It is reported that chickpea
varieties Yezin-8 and Yezin-11,
which are well suited to local
conditions and produce good
yields, are being selected for
cultivation. Growing chick-
peas costs more than 300,000
kyat per acre.

During the winter crop-
ping season in Wetlet Town-
ship, various pulse crops are
being cultivated. To improve
yields and quality, the neces-
sary quality seeds, inputs, and
post-harvest technologies are
being implemented in coopera-

tion with farmers. In addition,
awareness-raising and exten-
sion activities are being carried
out in coordination with lead
farmers to encourage the use of
beneficial Trichoderma fungi
during pulse cultivation.
Sagaing Region is the
leading region nationwide in
terms of cultivated area for
pulse production. Pulses can
be grown as a main crop as
well as through multiple and
intercropping systems, and as
aresult, farmers are cultivating
pulses as income-generating
crops, it is reported. 206

KhinU Township completes cultivation of
green gram as cold season crops

KhinU January 29

Local farmers finished
cultivation of green gram in
KhinU Township of Sagaing
Region this year, according
to the township Agriculture
Department.

During the 2025-2026
winter cropping season,
6,515 acres of green gram
were planned for cultivation
in KhinU Township. Planting
began in October 2025, and
as of today, 6,344 acres have
already been cultivated, ac-

cording to reports.

“During the winter crop-
ping season in KhinU Town-
ship, green gram was planned
to be grown on 6,515 acres,
and cultivation has been
completed on 6,344 acres so
far. Efforts are being made to
meet the full targeted acre-
age. Green gram cultivation
has been increasing year by
year. With regard to green
gram cultivation, extension
activities are being carried
out to encourage expanded

cultivation, and farmers are
being educated on the use
of quality seeds to achieve
good yields,” said U Nay Win
Naing, Township Head of the
KhinU Township Department
of Agriculture.

In KhinU Township, the
relevant Township Depart-
ment of Agriculture is pro-
viding farmers cultivating
green gram with extension
support on access to qual-
ity seeds suitable for local
conditions, correct cultiva-

tion practices, pest control,
systematic use of chemical
fertilizers, and measures to
improve yields.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, in cultivat-
ing various pulse crops, the
Department is working in
cooperation with farmers to
provide quality seeds, agri-
cultural inputs, post-harvest
technologies, and other sup-
port needed to ensure good
yields and quality of pulse
Crops. 206

Colombian
authorities locate
missing plane

with 15 aboard,
no survivors reported

Bogota January 29

Colombian authorities
have located a missing pas-
senger plane carrying 15
people on Wednesday, with
no survivors reported.

The Beechcraft 1900
aircraft, operated by state
airline Satena, was located
in the Norte de Santander
region in northeastern Co-
lombia, after local residents
and the National Police
found the wreckage, ac-
cording to Colombian news
outlet RTVC Noticias.

The aircraft, operating

Iﬂh‘.’@rj]m:@ﬁgi JCiNotici an
ﬁ]na@mhgﬂammﬂﬁn
Santanderregionfinor(heasterniColombig

domestic flight NSE 8849
on the Cucuta-Ocana route,
made its last contact with
air traffic controllers at
11:54 a.m. after taking off
at 11:42 a.m. local time,
Satena said in a statement.
The plane was carrying 13
passengers and two crew
members.

Colombia's civil avia-
tion authority activated
emergency protocols and
launched a unified com-
mand post to gather infor-
mation on the crash.

Xinhua
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