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Government holds second press conference on largest seizure
of narcotic drugs and equipment used in drug production
ug production sites

Nay Pyi Taw January 24

A press conferece con-
ducted by the government
of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar on the largest
seizure of heroin, metham-
phetamine, narcotic drugs
and spychotropic substances,
and the places where nar-
cotic drugs were refined and
the materials used in drug
production took place at the
Anisakhan Air Field in Pyi-
nOoLwin of Mandalay Re-
gion this morning. Leader of
the Information Team of the
National Defence and Secu-
rity Council Deputy Minister
for Information Maj-Gen
Zaw Min Tun and Chief of
Myanmar Police Force Police
Lt-Gen Win Zaw Moe made
clarifications.

The press conference was
also attended by Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs U Ko
Ko Kyaw, officials from the
Myanmar Police Force, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Shan State government,
diplomats, military attaches
and officials from embassies
of Sri Lakna, Bangladesg, In-
dia and China, officials from
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC),
and reporters from local news
agencies, daily newspapers,
local TV news agencies, and
local-based foreign news
agencies.

The Leader of the
NDSC’s Information Team
explained the background
history of narcotic drugs
entering Myanmar, anti-drug
operations of the government

i ==

and Tatmadaw, present expos-
ing and seizures, and active
cooperation of Myanmar
with neighbouring coun-
tries, ASEAN member states,
Mekong region countries,
BIMSTEC member states,
international drug control
bodies in eradicating narcotic
drugs. (The explanation is
reported separately.)

The MPF Chiefalso clari-
fied seizures of narcotic drugs,
chemicals and related materi-
als used in drug production
from the arcas nearby the
sites where further seizures of
narcotic drug production sites
have been conducted near
Hsipaw and Mongyai town-
ships of Shan State (North),
and continuous combing the
areas. (The clarification is
reported separately.)

The attendees observed
photographs documenting the
destruction of seized narcot-
ics, related paraphernalia used
in refining drugs, and seized
accessories, and documentary
photos on seized drugs that
had been burned, buried, or
otherwise destroyed.

They all arrived at two
places where drugs were pro-
duced, 33 kilometres south-
west of Mongyai in Shan
State (North) by helicopter.
Commander of Drug En-
forcement Division of MPF
Police Brig-Gen Thant Lwin
Maung brief them on seizures
of drugs and related materials,
further seizures of chemicals
and related equipment used
in drug production at the sites
5,6,7,8,10, 12, 13 and 14,

and production techniques for
producing the drugs. He then
replied to questions raised
by officials from UNODC
and media.

The Ministry of Home Af-
fairs presented foodstuffs for
members of Tatmadaw and

MPF who participated in the |
anti-drug operation through |

officials.

They all observed chemi-
cals used in drug production
and related accessories. Of-
ficials and security members
conducted them round the
temporary buildings, chemi-
cals and drug production
materials in relevant sites and
responded to questions raised
by media.

The Deputy Information
Minister, the MPF Chief and
officials, diplomats and media
arrived at the site where drugs
were produced, nine kilome-
tres southwest of Mongyai
where officials explained
temporary buildings, chemi-
cals and related accessories
used in drug production in
respective sites and replied
to questions.

They observed the ac-
tivities of burning, burying,
exploding and destorying the
seized narcotic drugs, chemi-
cals and necessary accesso-
ries used in drug production
in three sites by helicopter.

During the today’s field
trip, clarifications of offi-
cials and response of security
members who participated
in the anti-drug operations
to questions raised by media
were stated as follows: -

Field observation conducted at seized dr

”I also spoke about nar-
cotics in comparison with
its historical context. Nar-
cotics have deeply rooted
themselves in Myanmar. The
reason they took root goes
back far. They have been
entrenched since the colonial
period. As I explained ear-
lier, Myanmar originally did
not have opium. During the
colonial period, opium dens
were established. This was
not only in our country; based
on my research, it was wide-
spread in China as well. There
were even opium wars. They
treated opium like a weapon.
So, when we look at where
this deep-rooted problem
became worse for Myanmar,
it was when EAOs emerged.
This business is an easy way
to make money. Think about
how easily money can be
earned. Even today, the in-
vestment in this trade is prob-
ably very large. The equip-
ment we saw, the methods
they use, and the chemicals
they import—all of these
show how they operate. But
the profits are huge. Because
the profits are so high, they
continue production. And
why is that? To protect these

narcotics operations, they
need reliable armed groups.
To equip these armed groups,
they need weapons. They also
need people to protect them
from threats. That is why they

i carry out these activities. As

we have already said, the nar-
cotics produced in this area do
not move through just a single
route, as mentioned earlier.
One thing is certain: they are
transported by sea as well.
They also move out through
all border areas. What this
means is that money is gen-
erated from these narcotics.
That money is then used to
buy weapons, establish armed
groups, and support those
armed groups. The armed
groups, in turn, build power.
After consolidating power,
they continue the narcotics
business. This cycle keeps re-
peating. So what do we need?
There are two things. First is
authority. Second is internal
strength. By internal strength,

&\ as you and I have seen in the

places we visited, there are
villages in those areas. One
certainty is that the villagers
there are also involved in
narcotics production activi-
ties. When I say ‘involved,’
it does not necessarily mean
they know it is narcotics. In
fact, it is more likely that they
do not know. I can say that
nearly 100 per cent of them
do not know what is actually
being produced. Even without
knowing it, those villagers
may still provide support. For
example, they may sell food
and drinks, and such things
might be provided. So, when
we encounter these situations,
as I mentioned today, we
need the support of the local
population, local media, and
the general internal strength
within the country. Second,
we also need external support.
Why do we need external
support? It is because these
narcotics are a global threat.
Around the world, in certain
places, organizations like AA
take narcotics step by step.
They are responsible for ship-
ping it via sea routes. In all ac-
tivities at sea, AA is involved.
When we say AA is involved,
it is not just indirectly—they
are directly involved. From
high-ranking commanders

giving orders to soldiers at
different levels, various peo-
ple are involved. Moreover,
narcotics are also intercepted
in Thailand. Thailand has
informed us that these narcot-
ics originated from Myanmar.
Laos has said the same. They
search for storage locations
and then transport them from
there. That’s why interna-
tional cooperation is also
necessary. As you’ve all seen
today, everything has already
been explained—directly by
the head of the Drug Enforce-
ment Division of the Myan-
mar Police Force, and also by
Myanmar’s chemists—how
narcotics are produced and
processed. These materials
cannot be obtained within
Myanmar. So how did they
get here? They didn’t just ar-
rive on their own. Behind this,
there is significant strength
and protection. They could
not have come here without
backing or support. That is
how these narcotics ended
up here.

So let’s think about it
carefully. What do these peo-
ple take from those who
process the drugs? Let’s put
it simply—they take money.
The people hiding deep in the
forest, where the processing
happens, how do they get
their money? It’s straight-
forward: they provide the
raw materials, and then they
receive payment. That’s the
business. So how the finished
product moves out can be
divided into stages. One way
is through the people doing
the processing and those
who have labour or opera-
tional rights. Another way is
through those who transport
the finished product. And an-
other is through the networks
and connections they use.
It’s a layered, step-by-step
system, in my view. Basi-
cally, what I’'m saying is that
we will explain based on our
own perspective and protect
ourselves. This area is under
the control of Tatmadaw, so
that’s why people come here
and operate. No matter what
anyone says—whether the
Tatmadaw, the EAOs, the
the Palaung, the Shan, the
Kachin, the Pa-O,

See Page 12
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the Kokang —they all speak
from their perspective.
When in foreign countries,
they never say they are the
Kokang, the Palaung, the
Kachin, the Mon and the
Kayin. But they can say they
are Myanmar. The interna-
tional society can know they
are Myanmar. No outsider
from the international com-
munity can intervene here
what I want to point out is
a Myanmar proverb: “When
the ground is low, the vines
are planted.” If the ground
is low, it will bear vines—
meaning the conditions de-
termine what can grow or
take root. If you don’t want
vines to grow, don’t let the
ground be low. If the ground
is low, the vines will grow.
Sometimes I say this: is it
the fault of the person plant-
ing the vine, or the fault of
the low ground? I think we
need to reflect a little on this.
Don’t blame only the people
planting the vines. Who is it
that makes the ground low?
It’s us. Why is it low? It is be-
cause, we haven’t organized
ourselves. Why haven’t we
organized? Because people
are busy chasing greed, so we
haven’t gathered ourselves.
As long as we haven’t organ-
ized, the ground will remain
low. And while it stays low,
others from the international
community will come and
plant vines. This isn’t just in
our country—it’s happening
internationally. Countries
that are weak or low will
experience it. Out of compas-
sion, humanity may give or
support, but still, the ground
must be ready for planting.
That’s how the world works.
What I want to say here is
that you, the media, have al-
ready conducted interviews.
The fight against drugs must
involve all sides. ‘All sides’
doesn’t just mean the army
or the police—it means from
every perspective. Right now,
we, the youth, must speak
out. We must talk about how

dangerous drugs are among |

young people. You can’t just
speak about it lightly with
casual words. Today, the
chemistry office explained
that drugs are made by com-
bining highly dangerous
chemical substances. These
chemical compounds and
acids used in producing drugs
are so dangerous that you
can’t even touch them safely
by hand. These substances

are combined together, and
then sweet syrups are added,
which is why they seem fra-
grant. We must make young
people understand that this is,
in fact, swallowing poison.
First, if young people know
this, they won’t use it. If
they don’t use it, they won’t
buy it. Then where will it be
sold? That’s one dimension.
Another dimension is that,
with regard to drugs—just
like online gambling—we
must not pretend not to know,
and we must not pretend not
to see. So what should we do
to avoid turning a blind eye or
feigning ignorance? Whether
we are those with responsibil-
ity or those without, all of
us have children. The media
also have children. We must
make parents aware: don’t
pretend not to know, don’t
pretend not to see. We must
make them understand that
their own children could be
drawn into this. That is one
dimension. Another dimen-
sion concerns the EAOs that
are engaged in wrongdoing.
We must make it clear that
we will not tolerate this— not
only the government, but our
people, our parents, and our
children will not tolerate it.
That is one dimension. An-
other dimension is the gov-
ernment itself. Within any
government, there are good
people and there are bad peo-
ple. Whether they are good or
bad, we will be involved in
drug eradication efforts. We
will be actively involved. If
you engage in wrongdoing,
we will point it out. From all
ofthese multiple dimensions,
I believe we must fight this
problem.”
Police Brigadier General
Thant Lwin Maung
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“There are four ways
to produce using the P2P
method. What I explained
earlier is the simplest one.
It involves hydrogen gas.
What you see next to the
gas cylinders—the green-
coloured ones—are used
with hydrogen. You need
methylamine, hydrogen gas,
and P2P. Only these three are

required. When these three
are processed, hydrogen is
passed through two large
compressed steel contain-
ers, and methamphetamine
is produced. At that stage,
it is still in a liquid state.
That is one method. When
we examine the chemicals
we have seized, we find that
among the four methods,
three different production
processes were being used.
Another method involves a
pressurized metal reactor.
In this case as well, when it
reaches the final stage, what
comes out is methampheta-
mine in an acidic form. So
if we ask how much can be
produced, simply put, we can
estimate the output capacity
by looking at the size of the
reactor containers. What
comes out at that stage is
methamphetamine in an acid
state. That acid state then has
to be converted into an alka-
line state. The acid must be
diluted, and there are specific
processes for that. We are not
producers ourselves; this is
based on theory. After that,
what you get is still a liquid.
That liquid then has to be
filtered. Next, hydrochloric
acid (HCI), which is water-
soluble, is involved. From
that liquid, crystals begin to
form, and they are placed in
freezers or kept in buckets.
Then it is converted back into
a solid state. When it reaches
the solid state again, you do
not get a completely solid
mass; it is a mixture of solid
and liquid. In some places,
washing machines are used—
not for washing clothes, but
for spinning. Just like when
clothes are spun dry, the
liquid drains out while the
solid residue remains. That is
one method. Another process
uses buckets. As mentioned
earlier, there are steel trays.
Old steel trays are used and
heat is applied using boilers
and steam. As steam is ap-
plied and then cools down,
the substance changes from
a liquid state to a solid state.
Small buckets are also filled
and placed in freezers to
cool. Even then, it does not
become a fully solid mass;
it reaches a mixed state of
solid and liquid. There is an-
other process used to improve
production quality. The most
important process involves
tartaric acid. Tartaric acid is
used for better purification
and higher quality. Without
it, the ice that comes out is

of poor quality. When tartaric
acid is used, the purity can
reach about 98 to 99 percent.
Otherwise, what is com-
monly found on the market
is only of average quality. By
examining the equipment and
the chemicals being used, we
can determine their produc-
tion capacity and the methods
they are using. This shows
that they are using the P2P
method I described. About

a decade ago, there was an- |

other production method
that used pseudoephedrine.
Altogether, there are five
methods. Currently, under
the P2P method, there are
four production processes,
and production can be done
using those four. In some of
the places we inspected, we
found writing in Chinese,
Shan, and Myanmar. For se-
curity reasons, these sites are
protected by armed groups.
Local people mainly work
in agriculture and livestock
breeding. This is not only
for the benefit of Myanmar
but for the whole world. We
save the world. We try to save
the world. The drug problem
does not affect just one indi-
vidual or one sector. In our
country, drug-related prob-
lems generate huge amounts
of money, which then reach
ethnic armed groups for pur-
chasing weapons. This affects
national security and the rule
of law. Drug users harm the
public directly and indirectly.
Therefore, the drug problem
does not affect only one per-
son in Myanmar; it affects
everyone. As the minister
explained previously, it af-
fects all of humanity. That
is why, as I said earlier, We
save the world. We try to save
the world. We try to save hu-
man beings. This is not just
for Myanmar alone. “Ice”
refers to crystalline meth-
amphetamine. In Myanmar
and neighbouring countries,
what is commonly found
are stimulant tablets. In the
best-quality tablets, metham-
phetamine content is about 30
percent. The remaining 60 to
65 percent is caffeine. Caf-
feine is banned in Myanmar.
When other chemicals and
dyes are added, it becomes
100 percent as one tablet.
Therefore, if the seized ice is
multiplied by about 3.5 and
mixed with caffeine and other
substances, what you get is
methamphetamine tablets,
known as “yaba” tablets.
These are produced from

methamphetamine crystals.”
Major San Lin Aung

“This is a major narcotic
ice and heroine production
site. Until now, acids and
chemicals used in narcotic
ice production were mostly
found at the site. Dryer trays
and mixers used in narcotic
ice production were also
found. As such items were
found, it is confirmed that
it was a narcotic ice pro-
duction site. The operation
started on 7 January, 2026
and the site was raided after
walking for four days and
five nights without stopping
and combing ground and
aerial reconnaissance. It has
an area of 35/40 acres. One
clash broke out on 9 January.
There were skirmishes. There

were no casualties. During

the skirmishes, the number
of enemies was estimated to
be 35/40. As we outnumbered
them, they retreated imme-
diately. They operated sepa-
rately. But I think they had a
link between their factories.
This warehouse has without
ventilation. It is a warehouse

storing dried narcotic ice

without being affected by

rain or wind. It is not very

easy for a person to come in.

There were links between one

warehouse to another.”
Police Major

“From the day 7, we had
to travel a four or five-night
journey to reach our set place
without taking any rest. We
had to cross a number of
creeks and streams and avoid
going near the villages along
the way. We never used the
public road. All my men,

both from the Tatmadaw and
police commando unit, were
so tiredand facing hardships.
On the fifth day, we arrived
at the designated place after
a continuous walk. It was a
must for us to travel to the set
place. So, it was a challenge
for us to reach the said place
without fail. At night enemy
troops made sporadicattacks
along the route, and they
attacked us about 35 to 40
times. We also returned the

'~ fire, and during the engage-

ment, they fled. But we could
not exactly assure safety at
the place which was in their
area. Skirmishes occurred
along the way as the enemy
tried to intercept and blocked
us. Their main goal was to
prevent us from reaching the
designated place, but now,
we could control the whole
area. We never tolerate nar-
cotic drugs; we will root this
problem out.”

“This is the No.4 site,
where narcotic drugs were
mass produced. The site has
two separate places. The
place we visited is a new
one. This is the old place.
Although it was an old place,
it is assumed that they were
still producing narcotic drugs
there. Methamphetamine was
mainly produced at the fourth
site. Narcotic ice was mainly
produced at site-1, site-2
and site-3. Crystal meth is
mainly produced here and
this is the packaging sec-
tion. It can also be seen that
there was tablet production.
There is one factor. There
were four or five production
processes. As we did not un-
derstand the process, we had
to study what chemicals they
were using. What kinds of
chemicals were left when we
raided the sites. After studying
them, we had to use a tracing
method to retrace their pro-
cesses. Among the four or five
production processes, they
surely used at least three pro-
cesses. There are chemicals
that are used in production of
methamphetamine,

See Page 13
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known as precursors. They
are also known as P2Ps.
P2Ps cannot be produced
directly. P2P is produced by
combining precursors. After
P2Ps have been produced,
another process, known as
process-4 is carried out.
Through that process, meth-
amphetamine crystal ice we
can see before our eyes is
produced. All chemicals we
found there were produced
by using about three pro-
cesses.

For example, in the pro-
cesses, reactions between
Sodium Cyanide, Benzyl
Chloride and Alcohol pro-
duce Benzyl Cyanide. And
Benzyl Cyanide is further
purified by mixing it with
Sulfuric Acid, Sodium Bi-
carbonate and Sodium Chlo-
ride. Then, purified Benzyl
Cyanide is used in produc-

tion of all chemicals I cited
and documented such as So-
dium, Ethyl Acetate, Ether,
all of which you see before
your eyes. Then, there is a
process called the APANN.
P2Ps are produced through
the APANN. They are pro-
duced through at least three
processes.

You can test most of
the chemicals you can see
here. They proved that mass
production of narcotic drugs
was being produced there. It
seems that they were mass-
producing all available
chemicals through various
processes. Moreover, they
produced not only narcotic
ice but also methampheta-
mine tablets. Media outlets
have seen them by them-
selves at the site here. This
is heroin and they seemed
to be producing heroin. We
have already shown the

outlets equipment used in
production of heroin. Black
liquid in a small flask and
it is raw opium for heroin
or raw materials they used.
There are four small steel
barrels we have seen. Their
smell is a little awful. They
are raw materials for produc-
tion of heroin. Therefore, the
groups were producing vari-
ous kinds of narcotic drugs
through different means
for their own interests and
profits. However, the My-
anmar nation and land have
suffered pains. We have
seen at the previous sites
that forests were dried up.
It is very difficult to re-
store such lush and green
forests. It is heart-breaking
and they caused pain to
the land of Myanmar. Con-
certed efforts must be made
to prevent such incidents.
Previously, production of

narcotic drugs mainly fo-
cused on opium cultivation
or was organic. Afterwards
they cultivated opium plants
and produced heroin from
opium. Later, they turned
to synthetics. As you can
see, all these chemicals will
burn organs and choke the
respiratory tract. Acids are
very dangerous chemicals.
They will mix them in their
processes to produce drugs.
All these chemicals are poi-
sons. Youths, who do not
know such processes, think
the end products have good
smells and are good. It is
not convenient if one has to
consume poisons. There are
dangers to their health, lives
and they will nip their lives
in the bud.

Therefore, I would like
to urge all not only to visit
the site but also raise the
awareness about drugs of

youths. They use a mixture
of three drugs in happy wa-
ter. They must be told that
such mixtures are harmful.
After using happy water,
their health suffered serious-
ly and they couldn't do any-
thing for two or three days.
As a result, we lost labour.
Therefore, we must prevent
them conscientiously. In
connection with chemicals,
they abused them. For ex-
ample, when Caustic Soda,
which is meant for indus-
trial use, is abused through
technology, narcotic drugs
can be produced. Therefore,
we are required not only to
control narcotic and psycho-
tropic drugs but also surveil-
lance some chemicals. Only
when we can control such
surveillance chemicals, will
they not reach such sites and
the country be convenient.
When we attended meetings

in the international com-
munity, we were told that
the Golden Triangle region
was in Myanmar. We had to
listen to their words incon-
veniently. Now, under such
favourable conditions, we
could combat and raid them.
If production decreased, the
situation would improve.
The cause of mankind is the
cause for the world. All of us
are trying to save the world.
Most of the chemicals are
not produced in Myanmar.
Authorities are required
to scrutinize all controlled
materials precisely as I said
before. There are items that
are not controlled. It is dif-
ficult to control them. Al-
most all of them can be
transported without scru-
tiny due to insurgencies and
lost area control in border
areas.”

100

Iran says 10 foreign intelligence services
behmd recent unrest

Tehran January 24

Iran's Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) said
Friday that 10 foreign intel-
ligence services were behind
recent "terrorist" incidents in
the country.

In a statement on its

0fﬁc1al outlet Sepah News,
the IRGC described the
incidents as part of a failed
"U.S.-Israeli plan" to threat-
en Iran's territorial and na-
tional integrity. It said a
foreign "command room"
was set up after a 12-day

conflict in June to create
internal chaos, provoke
military intervention, and
mobilize groups seen as a
threat, without providing
evidence.

The IRGC said it had
disrupted the plots from
June through late December,
detaining 735 people linked
to "anti-security networks,"
guiding 11,000 "vulnerable
individuals," and seizing 743
illegal weapons.

Separately, Iranian Par-
liament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Ghalibaf called
the unrest a "quasi-coup"
backed by the United States
and Israel, according to
the official IRNA news

agency. He made the re-
marks during a Thursday
call with his Turkish coun-
terpart Numan Kurtulmus,
in which he thanked Tiirkiye
for its policy of non-inter-
ference in Iran's domestic
affairs.

Protests erupted across
Iran last month over eco-
nomic grievances before tak-
ing on a political dimension
and turning violent, leading
to casualties and widespread
damage to public property,
mosques, government build-
ings, and banks. Iranian
authorities have blamed the
United States and Israel for
inciting the unrest.

Xinhua

61 killed, 110 injured in heavy snowfall,
rains in Afghanistan

Kabul January 24
At least 61 people were
killed and 110 others injured
due to heavy snowfall and
rains across Afghanistan on

Wednesday and Thursday,
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA)
said in a statement on
Saturday.

In addition to the human
losses, the storms have com-
pletely or partially destroyed
458 homes, the NDMA added.

The figures are prelimi-

nary, as surveys and assess-
ments are still underway in
various regions, and changes
to these numbers are possible,
the statement noted. Xinhua

Trading of Crocker
Fish high at domestic
market

Kyonpyaw January 24

Local businesspersons
in Kyonpyaw Township of
Ayeyawady Region partici-
pated in trading of Crocker
Fish in the domestic market
with high demand, said Daw
Thuza Lin, the owner of the
fishery product trading depot
in Kyonpyaw Township.

In Kyonpyaw Township,
trading activity at the local
fish market has been strong
since the first week of January
this year and has continued up
to the present, with healthy
demand and brisk sales re-
ported. Crocker fish (croaker)
are being traded at volumes of
up to 5,000 viss per day.

“Among seafood prod-
ucts, croaker fish are seeing
particularly strong sales.
Although they are among
the higher-priced fish varie-
ties, trading remains active.
This is believed to be due to
increased consumer demand.

Sales are taking place not
only within the local market
but also in the Yangon mar-
ket. The main reason is strong
buying interest from Yangon
for croaker fish supplied
from this area. Croaker fish
are regularly arriving at local
wholesale depots, and the fish
delivered to these depots are
fresh. As exports increase,
those involved in the fisheries
sector are finding improved
livelihoods,” said Daw Thuza
Lin, a seafood trader from

Kyonpyaw Township.
Seafood traders in Ky-
onpyaw Township purchase
locally produced seafood,
including croaker fish, sys-
tematically inspect and clean
them, and then distribute
and transport them for sale
to purchasing markets. The
market price of croaker fish
is currently between K 18,000

and K22,000 per viss.
Kyaw Kyaw Lin

of innocent people.

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

of Violence

, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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The second press conference on the seizure of the largest
haul of drugs and accessorles used in refining drugs held

Pyin Oo Lwin January 24

The second press confer-
ence on the seizure of the
largest haul of drugs and
accessories used in refining
drugs was held at Anisakhan
airport in Pyin Oo Lwin this
morning.

First, MajGen Zaw Min
Tun, Leader of the Informa-
tion Team of the National
Defence and Security Coun-
cil, the Deputy Minister for
Information, gave a speech.
He said Mingalabar in greet-
ing the diplomats, military
attaches and the media. It is
the second press conference
on the seizure of the largest
haul of drugs andaccessories
used in refining drugs. The
first press conference on
the same issue was held at
this place. After a through
area clearance operation and
search at the area for the sec-
ond time, a large volume of
drugs and accessories were
seized again. So, we held
another press conference.
Diplomats and the media had
already arrived at this place
during the first press meet.
After conducting them, il-
licit drugs and accessories
were burring in the ground
and incinerated. We will
show you the places where
drugs and accessories were
buried or incinerated from
the helicopter during your
return journey. Moreover,
the place where the second
seizure was made will be
shown on the ground. First,
officials attending the press
conference will be intro-
duced to you.

I am MajGen Zaw Min
Tun, the Leader of the Infor-
mation Team of the National
Defence and Security Coun-
cil, the Deputy Minister for
Information; this is Deouty
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Ko Ko Kyaw; this is Chief
of Myanmar Police Force
Police LtGen Win Zaw Moe;
and this is Minister for Se-
curity and Border Affairs of
Shan State government Col
Sein Win.First [ will take the
floor, followed by a clarifica-
tion made by the MPF chief.

First, I would like to
tell you about the EAOs of
our country. as the internal
armed conflicts broke out

in the country in 1948, after
it regained independence, it
age has exceeded 70 years.
Efforts have been made to
restore peace with EAOs,
but cent percent success
has not achieved till now,
and the problem of illicit
drugs in the main reason
behind the failure. Narcotic
drugs and other illicit trade

activities. But EAOs will |

give various reasons. It is
common knowledge for
diplomats, military attaches
and media persons that they
were engaging in the illegal
business under the pretext of
of the race, nationalities and
politics. But in reality theyr
are doing illegal businesses.
They had income from those
illegal activities, bought
arms and established their
power. They are portraying
the racial issue and libera-
tion as a good pretext. But
in reality, they are engaging
in illegal businesses. So the
main income source of the
armed groups by the name
EAOs is narcotic drugs, so
they cannot relinquish their
main business. As narcotic
drugs are harmful to the en-
tire mankind, we will have
to eradicate the illegal busi-
ness as a national task. So, |
would like to present a brief
account on the history of the
counternarcotic operations
of the State Government and
the Tatmadaw.

In the past, the coun-
try had no narcotic drugs.
Historical reports indicate
that Portuguese arrived in
Myanmar in the 1th century
and started to started to trade
opium in Bago. Records
of a Dutch company also
said that opium bound for
Thailand from Malacca were
transported via Bago, and
opium trade began in Bago
port. These are the historical
photos.

After the end of the first
AngloMyanmar war in 182,
the British introduced opium
in Rakhine and Taninthayi
regions. Opium was distrib-
uted free at the initial stage
when Myanmar did not have
the habit of using opium. The
use of opium and the method
of smoking opium were
demonstrated, and licensed

opium dens were opened in
Rakhing State. Under their
strategy to introduce opium

in Myanmar opium was
imported and distributed
in Rakhine and Taninthayi
regions under various tricks.
The colonialist were earning
a large amount of revenues
from issuing licenses for
opium import and distribu-
tion. Later opium seeds
arrived at Chindwin region,
Child hills, Kachin region
and Shan region in the north
from Assam, and from that
time, poppy fields appeared.
In Kachin hill regions poppy
growing was legally permit-
ted, and opium dens and
opium smoking were al-
lowed under registration.
During the colonial era,
poppy growing was legally
allowed in the east bank of
Thanlwin river. The British
government transported and
sold opium and opened over
200 opium shops. Opium
smokers and addicts were reg-
istered. Records show that the
British registered over 40,000
opium smokers and addicts.
After Myanmar regained
independence, the Chinese
Liberation Army drove out
the Kuomintang (KMT)
troops in China. And when
Kuomintang troops entered
Myanmar smallscale poppy
cultivation, the evil legacy of
colonialists, was developed
into a largescale cultiva-
tion. In 1950, CIA of US
reorganized the Kuomintang
remnants and made plant to
attack the southern part of
Mainland China. An airfield
was built with CIA assis-
tance on Monghsat and mod-
ern arms were transported to

et

the airfield from Thailand.
On their return journey,
the planescarried opium
produced in Myanmar. But
Kuomintang troops could no
penetrate Mainland China,
they could only dominate
some places in Shan State
and monopolize the opium
trade. They threatened the
locals with arms and force-
fully collected opium taxes.
They married the locals
by force and facilitate the
opium business.

Kuomintang troops sold
opium produced in Shan
State to Thailand. Although
they had to feel into Thailand
due to the Tatmadaw’s of-
fensive, they could continue
to control the local opium
growers. They forcefully
put locals into the Kuom-
intangarmy and provided
arms to them, so the volume
of opium production in-
creased in leaps and bounds.
Records show that opium
production increased to 4000
tons from 40 tons during the
initial period. Other inter-
nal armed insurgents also
engaged in opium business
and exchanged opium with
arms. But the ones who were
really controlling the illegal
business were the KMTs. A
kilo of opium was fixed at 28
dollars and a gun at 129 to 10
dollars in the barter trade. It
is the root cause of the never
ending armed conflicts in
Myanmar. KMT intrusion
had increased opium produc-
tion in Myanmar, and also
reinforced arms and men for
local armed groups.

The Tatmadaw is stead-
fastly wiping out narcotic
drugs that can ruin mankind

as a national task. Antiopium
operations was launched
from 14 to 2 September
1975. About 300 men of
SURA Moe Hein group and
KMT troops were produc-
ing drugs from a refinery
at Panpi village, south of

§ Linkhe, southern Shan State.

It is the first ever seized
drug refinery. The first to
annihilate the refinery is
Panpi operation. Moreover,
the largest antiopium opera-
tions of the Tatmadaw were

_ launched from stage 1 to

stage 12, and during was
from 2 April 1976 to 11 April
1988. It last more than a dec-
ade. During the operation 69
Tatmadawmen sacrificed life
for the nation and 451 were
wounded.

I am presenting this ac-
count for all to know that
from the very beginning to
this date EAOs are depend-
ing on narcotic business.
Drug trade is the easiest wat
to earn money. The EAOs
needed money to buy illegal
arms for their own defence.
The illegal armed groups
have three main businesses
— illicit drug trade, illegal
exploitation of underground
and aboveground resources,
and illicit trade. They are
conducting in the said three
business on a large scale.
They have power because
of the arms, and they are
protecting and the drug busi-
ness with power. As they are
involved in drug business
they earn income, and they
buy arms and extend power
through the income. It is an
endless circle. Some EAOs
are doing anti-drug cam-
paign as a window dressing,
and behind the curtains, they
are engaging in the drug
business and ordered others
to do the business.

The Myanmar govern-
ment has been conducting
counternarcotic operations
with might and main in
the entire country as a na-
tional task. I have already
explained about the seizure
of a large amount of drugs
and accessories in Hsipaw
and Mongyal townships
ShanState (North) on 9, 10
and 11 January and the items
used in online scam and

gambling at a press meet on
14 January.

More buildings and
items used in making drugs
were seized on 15 January,
a day after the press meet, a
the same place, on 16 Janu-
ary at three more place, on
18 at three places, on 19
at two places and on 20 at
one place. On 22 January,
Tatmadaw captured a forti-
fied post of SSPP/SSA at
the area. We have seized
buildings where SSPP/SSA
members stayed, long bun-
kers, a 300 feet long con-
necting trench, tin roofed
security posts.

We would like to explain
the government’s policies re-
garding our efforts to combat
and suppress narcotic drugs.
First, in carrying out drug
eradication and suppression
operations to completely
eliminate the problem at its
roots, we are acting with an
unwavering determination
that this is a “must-win”
mission.

Second, with regard to
narcotic drugs, we adopt
a policy of zero toler-
ance, even for the smallest
offenses. Third, in fighting
drugs, we will wage a Total
War on Drugs, carrying out
operations in the form of an
all-out campaign. Fourth,
because there are links be-
tween terrorist organizations
and drug traffickers, the
Government will designate
and combat such activities
as narco-terrorism. Fifth,
we will actively engage and
cooperate more closely with
countries and international
organizations that seek the
well-being and best interests
of Myanmar and its people.

Therefore, I would like
to urge the public to recog-
nize that narcotic drugs are
a problem confronting all of
humanity. Local ethnic com-
munities, national and local
media, civil servants, NGOs,
local businesspeople, and
other social organizations are
all fundamental sources of
information for the govern-
ment. If information related to
drugs is obtained, we respect-
fully request that it be report-
ed promptly to the relevant

authorities. See Page 15
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We would also like to em-
phasize that any organiza-
tion found to be significantly
involved in seized drug
cases will be dealt with ef-
fectively and severely.

In addition, Myanmar is
actively cooperating in joint
drug-control operations with
the United Nations, neigh-
bouring countries, ASEAN
member states, Mekong
region countries, BIMSTEC
member states, and interna-
tional drug-control organi-
zations. We are also working
closely with international
organizations based in Yan-
gon, including the UNODC
(United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime), AFP
(Australian Federal Police),
DEA (Drug Enforcement
Administration), NNCC
(National Narcotics Control
Commission), and ONCB
(Office of Narcotics Control
Board).

As a government, we
will mobilize all available
forces and resources within
the country and work hand in
hand with the public to carry
out firm and effective drug
eradication and suppression
operations against narcotics,
which damage Myanmar’s
dignity and threaten the
survival of humanity as a
whole. We will also continue
to cooperate actively with
international organizations.
Thank you all.

Next, after greeting
those in attendance, the
Chief of the Myanmar Po-
lice Force, Police Lieuten-
ant General Win Zaw Moe,
gave a detailed briefing. He
explained that on January
14,2026, a press conference
was held at this venue to
present the situation regard-
ing the discovery and sei-
zure of drug-manufacturing
sites in Hsipaw Township

and Mongyal Township in
northern Shan State. On-
site ground inspections and
demonstrations at the seized
locations were also con-
ducted. Continued aerial
surveillance was carried out
around the seized drug-
manufacturing areas, along
with ongoing ground intel-
ligence and investigative op-
erations by security forces.
Through these continued
efforts, an additional 14
suspicious locations were
discovered near previously
seized drug-manufacturing
sites.

Upon detailed examina-
tion by experts of the three
drug-manufacturing sites
presented at the previous
press conference, the fol-
lowing were seized: Site
No. 1: 129 kg of ICE (meth-
amphetamine), 300 liters of
liquid methamphetamine,
17 types of chemicals, and
31 related items; Site No.
2: 8 types of chemicals and
26 related items; Site No. 3:
2,343.62 kg of ICE (meth-
amphetamine), 200 liters of
liquid methamphetamine,
21 types of chemicals, 3
tablet-press machines, and
40 related items. The total
estimated value of drugs
and chemicals seized from
these three sites was ap-
proximately MMK 65.282
billion. Various equipment
and materials used in the
production of ICE (meth-
amphetamine) and stimulant
tablets were also confis-
cated.

From January 16 to Jan-
uary 22,2026, the Myanmar
Tatmadaw and the Myanmar
Police Force, as joint secu-
rity forces, destroyed the
seized drugs, chemicals,
and related equipment from
these three sites by burn-
ing, burying, and blasting.
Photographic records taken

before and after destruction

are displayed side by side in
a PowerPoint presentation.
In addition, photographs
are displayed on boards on
both sides of the hall, and
all attendees are invited to
view them.

Expert assessments
were also conducted on the
chemicals and equipment
found at Site No. 3, which
was seized on January 10
and 11, 2026. According
to these expert estimates,
this single site alone had
the capacity to produce
approximately 27 tons of
ICE (methamphetamine).
In addition, it was found
that stimulant tablets worth
approximately MMK 540
billion could be produced.
In terms of quantity, about
810 million stimulant tab-
lets could be manufactured,
with an estimated value of
approximately MMK 1.62
trillion. Six pressurized
metal reactors were found
to be in operation at the
site, and three additional
reactors were in the process
of being installed, indicat-
ing an intentional effort to
significantly expand drug
production.

At Site No. 1, it was
found that the drug produc-
ers had already relocated
all finished drugs and key
chemicals due to having suf-

© mately MMK 6.48 trillion.

ficient time to move them.
Storage areas for chemicals
and production equipment
had been burned and de-
stroyed. Based on remaining
evidence, it was determined
that 13 pressurized metal
reactors had been used, and
construction was underway
to expand facilities for an
additional 7 reactors, indi-
cating production capacity
more than double that of
Site No. 3.

At Site No. 2, as with
Site No. 1, all finished drugs
and key chemicals had been
relocated. However, 10 pres-
surized metal reactors and
related equipment remained
intact. Based on the site’s
area and equipment, it was
assessed that production
capacity was at least equal
to that of Site No. 3. Site
No. 2 is located only about
6.2 kilometers from Site No.
3, and it was assessed that
chemicals required for pro-
duction were being sourced
from Site No. 3.

Further analysis deter-
mined that the combined
production capacity of Sites
No. 1 and No. 2 was ap-
proximately three times
greater than the previously
announced capacity of Site
No. 3. Consequently, it was
assessed that the three sites
together could produce stim-
ulant tablets worth approxi-

Subsequent investiga-
tions at Site No. 4 and its
surrounding areas resulted
in the seizure of 12.4 kg of
heroin, 3 types of chemicals,
9 tablet-press machines, and
7 types of related equip-
ment. As 11 pressurized
metal reactors were found
there, production capacity
was assessed to exceed that
of Site No. 3. Additionally,
the discovery of 4 reactors
used for heroin production
and 4 auxiliary reactors indi-
cated that heroin production
was also underway.

At Site No. 5, 4 types of
chemicals and 3 types of re-
lated equipment were seized.
At Site No. 6, 2 boilers and
4 types of related equipment
were seized. At Site No.
7, 6 types of chemicals, 1
tablet-press machine, and 13
types of related equipment
were seized. At Site No. 8, 8
tablet-press machines and 11
types of related equipment
were seized.

When joint security forc-
es cleared Site No. 9, no
drug-manufacturing facili-
ties were found; instead, it
was identified as a fortified
camp used by SSPP/SSA
forces. The site was success-
fully cleared by joint units of
the Myanmar Tatmadaw and
the Myanmar Police Force.
Notably, camps of the SSPP/
SSA Wan Hai group were
found in close proximity
to the drug-manufacturing
sites.

At Site No. 10, two types
of equipment used in drug
production were seized.
At Site No. 11, the loca-
tion was identified as being
used for online fraud and
gambling operations. Sites
involved in online fraud and
gambling linked to drug-
manufacturing locations
were also uncovered and

cleared, although suspects
and physical evidence could
not be detained due to prior
intelligence allowing them
to flee. At Site No. 12, 3
types of chemicals and 7
types of related equipment
were seized. At Site No. 13,
8 types of related equipment
were seized. At Site No. 14,
4 types of chemicals and 10
types of related equipment
were seized.

Myanmar continues to
work closely with inter-
national organizations in
drug-suppression efforts.
The successful identification
and destruction of major
drug-manufacturing hubs
has clearly and effectively
curtailed large-scale drug
production. From January
10, 2026, to the present,
joint teams of the Myanmar
Tatmadaw and the Myanmar
Police Force have uncov-
ered and cleared 12 drug-
manufacturing sites, discov-
ering large-scale production
of heroin, ICE (metham-
phetamine), and stimulant
tablets, and investigations
are ongoing. Among these
sites, Sites No. 4 and No.
8 will be visited today for
on-site inspections and dem-
onstrations. Guests will be
able to observe firsthand the
production capacities of the
facilities at these locations.
Due to time constraints
related to travel, we kindly
request that questions and
answers be conducted dur-
ing the field visit and on the
return journey.

As combating narcotic
drugs is one of the four core
missions of the Myanmar
Police Force, we will con-
tinue to work jointly with
the Myanmar Tatmadaw to
expose and eradicate the
dangers of narcotic drugs
that harm all of humanity.

Thank you all.

Myaungmya Township grows more than 3,000 acres of chilli as
cold season crop

Myaungmya January 24
Agriculture Department
of Myaungmya District in
Ayeyawady Region stated
local farmers planted chilli on
3,356 acres of croplands as
cold season crops in Myaung-
mya Township this year.
During this year’s winter
crop cultivation season, a
total of 4,791 acres of chilli

have been earmarked for
cultivation in Myaungmya
Township. Planting began
in the first week of Novem-
ber 2025, and as of now,
chilli cultivation has been
completed on 3,356 acres.
It is learned that the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and local
farmers are working together
to ensure systematic cultiva-

tion of the chilli crop without
difficulties.

“For this year’s winter
cropping season, we are car-
rying out the necessary meas-
ures to achieve 100 percent of
the planned chilli cultivation
target. This year, winter chilli
varieties that are well suited
to market demand, local
climate conditions, and soil

characteristics have been se-
lected and cultivated. Farm-
ers are also systematically
choosing high-quality and
pure seeds, starting with chil-
li cultivation, when engaging
in agricultural activities.

In addition, prior to the
winter cropping season,
awareness-raising and tech-
nical support activities were

carried out to ensure that the
cultivated crops are free from
pest hazards and achieve
good yields. These farmer
education activities will con-
tinue to be implemented,”
said Daw Khin Htay Myint,
Head of the Myaungmya
District Department of Ag-
riculture.

In Myaungmya Town-

ship, staff from the district
and township Departments
of Agriculture are conduct-
ing field inspections down to
the farm plots and providing
farmer education activities to
ensure the successful cultiva-
tion of winter crops, includ-
ing chilli, to prevent pest
infestations, and to achieve
good yields. Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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