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Farmers plant over 3,000 acres of vegetables

Phaungpyin December 25

Statistics of Mawlaik Dis-
trict Agriculture Department
stated that local farmers have
planted 3,740 acres of vegeta-
bles in Phaungpyin Township
of Sagaing Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Phaungpyin
Township planned to cultivate
3,906 acres of vegetables, and

in Phaungpyin

-

planting began in October this
year. As of today, 3,740 acres
have been planted.

“This year, Phaungpyin
Township planned to grow
3,906 acres of vegetables
during the winter season,
and 3,740 acres have now
been planted. The crops
include turmeric, ginger,
aromatic herbs, potatoes,

Townshi

% s

coffee beans, eggplants, and
taro. We are providing farm-
ers with technical support
to enable them to grow all
vegetables under the GAP
system. We are also sharing
techniques to help farmers
minimize chemical ferti-
lizer residues and produce
crops that meet health stand-
ards,” said Daw Kywe Kywe

P

. Hlaing, Head of the Maw-

laik District Agriculture
Department.
This year, the Township

. Agriculture Department has
- been providing vegetable

growers in Phaungpyin with

. GAP training, techniques to

ensure harvested vegetables
meet health and safety stand-
ards, and support to help

| farmers expand vegetable

cultivation.

Vegetables are grown sea-
sonally each year in Phaung-
pyin Township, and the crops
grown have been successful,
providing household income
for farming families. The
Township Agriculture De-
partment is also educating
farmers on proper cultivation
methods, pest prevention, the
use of natural fertilizers, and
the preparation and applica-
tion of natural pesticides and
repellents. 206

Chickpea planted on more than 17,000 acres
of croplands in Pwintbyu Township

Pwintbyu December 25

Pwintbyu Township Ag-
riculture Department stated
that local farmers planted
17,771 acres of chickpea as
cold season crops in Pwin-
tbyu Township of Magway
Region this year.

In Pwintbyu Township,
a total of 52,051 acres of
chickpea have been planned
for cultivation in this year’s
winter crop season. Planting
began in October, and as of
today, 17,771 acres have
already been cultivated.

“The plan for this winter

crop season in Pwintbyu
Township is to cultivate
52,051 acres of chickpea.
As of today, 17,771 acres
have been completed. We
are working to ensure that
the full targeted acreage is
achieved. To support suc-
cessful growth and higher
yields, we are cooperating
with farmers to promote
the use of quality and
pure seeds, the adoption
of GAP-based cultivation
methods, and the system-
atic use of agricultural in-
puts,” said Daw Moe Moe

Wai, Head of the Pwintbyu
Township Department of
Agriculture.

For this year’s winter
crop season, local farm-
ers in Pwintbyu Township
are cultivating Yezin-8 and
Yezin-11 chickpea varie-
ties, which are suited to lo-
cal conditions and provide
good yields. The Township
Department of Agriculture
is carrying out field supervi-
sion and awareness activities
on necessary cultivation
practices, pest prevention,
and the systematic use of fer-

tilizers to support successful
production and high-quality
crops.

If chickpea cultivation
can be carried out in a way
that improves yields, it will
not only meet local con-
sumption needs but also
generate income through the
sale of surplus crops, con-
tributing to socio-economic
development. Therefore,
chickpea cultivation should
be expanded across suitable
areas, Daw Moe Moe Wai
added.

Ye Win Naing (NyaungU)

More than 90,000 acres
of rainfed paddy
harvested in Ngaputaw
Township

Ngaputaw December 25

A total of 94,887 acres of
rainfed paddy has been har-
vested in Ngaputaw Township
of Ayeyawady Region, said
Daw Aye Aye Mu, the head of
Pathein District Agriculture
Department.

In Ngaputaw Township,
a total of 204,105 acres of
rainfed paddy were cultivated
during the last monsoon crop
season. Harvesting of these
paddy fields began in the first
week of November this year,
and as of today, 94,887 acres
have been harvested.

“In the monsoon crop sea-
son, more than 200,000 acres
of rainfed paddy were planted.
So far, more than 94,000 acres
have been harvested. Farmers
selected paddy varieties suited
to local climate conditions and
market demand. To prevent

losses from the golden apple
snail, we carried out awareness
campaigns on pest prevention
and control before planting.
This year’s rainfed paddy
yields are good. We were able
to meet the planting targets be-
cause the Agriculture Depart-
ment and local farmers worked
together systematically,” said
Daw Aye Aye Mu.

Reports indicate that
harvested paddy fields in
Ngaputaw Township yielded
an average of 105.18 baskets
per acre. To ensure full culti-
vation of the planned acreage,
improve yields, and produce
good-quality paddy, the district
and township Agriculture De-
partments have been conduct-
ing field visits and providing
farmer training and technical
support.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin

More than 87,000 acres of chickpea planted
in Yinmabin District

Yinmabin December 25

According to the Saga-
ing Region Agriculture De-
partment, local farmers have
grown 87,500 acres of chick-
pea as cold season crops in
Yinmabin District of Sagaing
Region.

For the 2025-2026 winter
cropping season, Yinmabin
District planned to cultivate
135,579 acres of chickpea.
Planting began in October
this year, and as of today,
18,385 acres have been plant-
ed in Yinmabin Township,
2,598 acres in Kani Town-
ship, 25,710 acres in Salingyi
Township, and 40,807 acres
in Pale Township, totalling

87,500 acres.

“This year, Yinmabin Dis-
trict planned to grow more
than 130,000 acres of chickpea
during the winter season, and
over 87,000 acres have now
been planted. Efforts are under
way to meet the full target
acreage. Chickpea cultivation
has been expanding year by
year. To support higher yields
and better quality, we are
working with farmers by pro-
viding quality and pure seed
varieties, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest handling
techniques,” said Dr Tin Mar
Mar Oo, Assistant Director of
the Sagaing Region Agricul-
tural Department.

For the 2025-2026 season,
chickpea cultivation targets by
township in Yinmabin District
are: 36,045 acres in Yinmabin
Township, 3,650 acres in
Salingyi Township, 38,783
acres in Kani Township, and
57,101 acres in Pale Town-
ship, totalling 135,579 acres.

Farmers in the district
are cultivating chickpea va-
rieties Yezin-8 and Yezin-11,
which are suited to local
conditions and offer good
yields. It is learned that culti-
vation costs exceed K300,000
per acre.

During this year’s winter
cropping season, agricultural
officials are cooperating with

farmers across the district to
supply quality and pure seed
varieties, necessary inputs,
and post-harvest techniques
to support higher yields and
better product quality. Exten-
sion activities are also being
conducted to encourage the
use of beneficial Trichoderma
fungi during pulse cultivation.
Sagaing Region is the
largest pulse-producing region
in the country in terms of
cultivated area. With pulses
grown as a major crop — and
the possibility of practicing
double-cropping — farmers in
the region rely on them as an

important source of income.
206

Bogale Township
supplies a large volume
of straw mushroom to
Yangon market

Bogale December 25

Local merchants from
Bogale Township of Ay-
eyawady Region dispatched a
large volume of straw mush-
room to Yangon market in
November, said Daw Yi Oo,
the owner of mushroom trad-
ing depot in Bogale Township.

From Bogale Township,
45,000 viss of straw mushrooms
were transported and sold to the
Yangon market during October
this year. In November, sales
increased to 55,000 viss of straw
mushrooms.

“Straw mushrooms are
currently being produced in
Bogale Township. Many lo-
cal agricultural products from
Bogale are transported to the
Yangon market. Over the past
month, more than 55,000 viss

of mushrooms were sold. At
present, Yangon buyers are
placing many orders. Demand
has increased because restau-
rants and hotels nationwide are
using them more. Mushroom
caps, in particular, sell very
well. If we can export them to
foreign markets, sales would
improve even further,” said
Daw Yi Oo, a mushroom
producer and trader in Bogale
Township.

Agricultural traders in
Bogale Township purchase
straw mushrooms from local
growers, inspect and clean them
systematically, and transport
most of the supply to the Yangon
market for sale. It is reported
that the price for one viss of
straw mushrooms is around
K22,000.

Kyaw Kyaw Lin
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499 illegal buildings used for online scam and gambling
operations in KK Park systematically demolished;
seized equipment continues to be destroyed by burning

-G

REL 1

Nay Pyi Taw December 25

The Government of
Myanmar is carrying out
coordinated operations to
combat online scam and
gambling activities by con-
ducting clearance opera-
tions inside illegal buildings
located in Shwe Kokko
and KK Park areas—where
such crimes are most heav-
ily concentrated—and by
systematically demolishing
illegal structures and de-
stroying seized items used
in these criminal operations.
These efforts are being un-

il eéz_l_l!y constructed three-storey

R

dertaken by a joint task demolished. As a result, area, 499 buildings have
force comprising security out of a total of 635 illegal now been systematically

personnel, administrative buildings in the KK Park demolished. Furthermore,

bodies, and relevant local
authorities.
As part of these anti—on-

line scam and gambling op- |

erations, additional demoli-
tions were carried out today
in the Myawady—Maehtaw-
thalay (KK Park) area. In
Section (3) of the area, three
four-storey illegal buildings
and two three-storey illegal
buildings that had been
used for online scam and
gambling activities were

to ensure the complete de-
struction of illegal buildings
in the KK Park area that had
already been demolished us-
ing heavy machinery, addi-
tional destruction using in-
cendiary methods has been
carried out since December
14. As of today, three more
four-storey buildings have

" been completely destroyed,

bringing the total number
of buildings fully destroyed
to 49.

In addition, equipment
used in online scam and
gambling activities in both
KK Park and Shwe Kokko

areas was again system-
atically destroyed by burn-
ing today to prevent any
possibility of reuse. The
Government, regarding the
eradication of online scam
and gambling crimes as a
national duty, will continue
its efforts to ensure that
such activities cannot take
root anywhere in Myanmar.
These efforts will be carried
out in coordination not only
with domestic forces but
also in cooperation and con-
sultation with neighbouring
countries’ governments.
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Thailand-Cambodia border talks
enter second day as clashes ease

Bangkok December 25

Thailand's military an-
nounced on Thursday that
border negotiations with
Cambodia have entered the
second day, with overall
clashes along the frontier
showing a downward trend.

According to Thai media
reports, the secretariat meet-
ing of the Thai-Cambodian
General Border Committee
(GBC) kicked off at around
9:00 a.m. local time on the
Thai side of the border in
Chanthaburi province.

Around 30 Cambodian
delegates attended the meet-
ing, while Malaysian mem-

bers of the ASEAN observer
team in Thailand also pre-
sented.

In a press briefing held
on Thursday, a Thai military
spokesperson stated that the
intensity of border skirmishes
between the two countries
has generally decreased, with
exchanges of fire remaining
confined to localized areas.

Separately, Thailand's
2" Army Area Command re-
ported on Thursday that two
Thai soldiers were injured by
a landmine while conducting
demining operations in the Ta
Kwai Temple area.

Meanwhile, another

Cambodian civilian was
killed during the conflict on
Thursday, raising the civilian
death toll in Cambodia to
31, said a press release from
the Cambodian Ministry of
Defense.

The secretariat meeting
will be held from Wednes-
day to Friday, and if these
preliminary discussions pro-
ceed smoothly, they will be
followed by a meeting be-
tween the defense ministers
of both nations on Saturday,
said Thai Ministry of De-
fence spokesperson Surasant
Kongsiri on Wednesday.

Xinhua

Yearender: Trapped in aftermath
-- post-war Mideast states strug-
gling for reset

Cairo December 25

As 2025 draws to a close,
a trio of Middle Eastern
countries find themselves in
a familiar interlude: the loud-
est battles have ebbed, yet
the struggle over who holds
power, and on whose behalf,
has not.

These countries, namely
Lebanon, Syria, and Iraq,
face the same defining ques-
tion: can they achieve a
meaningful reset -- one that
restores sovereignty, con-
solidates state authority, and
charts an independent path

forward?

A common feature across
the three countries is the
uneasy relationship between
state institutions and armed
actors whose power was
forged during conflict and
has proven resistant to cen-
tralization.

In Lebanon, the govern-
ment's attempts to disarm
Hezbollah, the powerful Iran-
backed Shiite political party
and militant group, have been
slow and fraught.

Under a ceasefire agree-
ment with Israel, Beirut

pledged to make areas south
of the Litani River free of
illegal weapons and deploy
the Lebanese Army there. Yet
Hezbollah continues to reject
disarmament, arguing that its
weapons remain necessary as
long as Israel poses a threat.

Lebanese political ana-
lyst George Alam said the
government's push to disarm
Hezbollah reflects an attempt
to end co-existence with a
"mini-state," a situation he
described as incompatible
with restoring Lebanon's
sovereignty. Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

Public Notice for Elimination of Violence

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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