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Meeting held in honour of the State Administration Council
of the Republic of Union of Myanmar; Chairman of
State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senlor General Min Aung Hlalng delivers address

=Senior General Min Aung
Co “ncﬂ of the Republlc (g

Nay Pyi Taw July 30

A meeting was held in
honour of the State Adminis-
tration Council of the Repub-
lic of Union of Myanmar at
Yay-khe-taung Hall of Zey-
athir Villa here this morning,
addressed by Chairman of
State Administration Council
Prime Minister Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing.

Also present at the meet-
ing were SAC Vice Chair-
man Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe
Win, the SAC Secretary, the
Joint SAC Secretary, SAC
members, union level digni-
taries, union ministers, senior
military officers from Office
of Commander-in-Chief, and
deputy ministers. Region/
State chief ministers and
cabinet members attended
the meeting through video
conferencing.

Political changes of the
nation and assumption of
State duties as per 2008
Constitution

In his honorary address,
the Senior General said it
has been four and a half
years since the SAC assumed
the State responsibilities
in accord with the national
requirement. The SAC had
extended its terms in ac-
cord with the Constitution
as the success of the future
programs amidst the ab-
normal situation called for

g‘de

ion of Mya ar
rall “dE

extra time.

The root cause behind
the declaration of the State
of emergency began with
the vote rigging during the
2020 multiparty democracy
election. As the relevant
political parties informed the
Tatmadaw about the occur-
rence of inequalities during
the time preparations were
made to hold the election,
Tatmadaw had to notify the
then government about the
matter, but it failed to take
any action. After the election,
some parties informed the
Tatmadaw about the voter
registration errors. Despite
the many notifications to
reexamine the fault-ridden
voter lists, the then govern-
ment ignored them and tried
to forcibly grab the State
power by convening the
Hluttaw. In this regard, the
Tatmadaw had to declare the
State of Emergency as per the
Constitution and assume the
State duties.

It was the most appropri-
ate decision and action as
the then situation called for
the Tatmadaw to assume
responsibilities of the State.
Swift measures were taken
to choose and assign civilians
and military personnel with
experience and capability and
thanks to those measures, on-
going government machinery
and functions could be re-

stored effectively amidst the
sanctions and disturbances
during the emergency period.
Till now, the government in
office has served the State
duties for four and half years.
The Senior General thanked
all the members of the gov-
ernment and acknowledged
their achievement as they
were able to overcome all the
hardships collectively.
Political affairs

He said the government
is advancing towards multi-
party democracy, chosen by
the people. The Tatmadaw is
part of the nation, and like-
wise, Tatmadaw members
are also part of the people.
As people expressed their
desire to adopt multiparty
democracy in 1988, the Tat-
madaw laid the foundation of
the road towards multiparty
democracy. Myanmar was
under a monarchy system
before 1886, and previous to
1988, it was administered by
a centralized system. After
the country became a British
colony, the parliamentary
system was introduced in
lower Myanmar.

Hence, the Constitution
for the post-independence
period was written to adopt
a parliamentary system. Dur-
ing the time, national leaders,
young people, Tatmadaw
officials had knowledge of
socialism. Although the 1947

of the State Admmlstratlon I

o

Constitution did not say that
the country would adopt so-
cialism and set up a socialist
country, President Sao Shwe
Thaik, in his independence
address, clearly stated the
adoption of socialism. But
the country did not exercise
socialism because of the ex-
istence of leftist groups and
rightist groups in the political
sphere, and it is considered as
a reason behind the adoption
of the parliamentary system.
The Revolutionary Council
took over the State duties in
1962 due to the overall politi-
cal situation, and introduced
socialism, which had both the
advantages and disadvantag-
es. The country implemented
a specific system, which was
the Myanmar way to social-
ism. As the country under a
centralized socialist system
exercised a single party sys-
tem, discontent appeared for
the occurrence of political
restrictions. In addition, dis-
content also appeared due to
the planned economy that
brought about economic re-
strictions and the favoritism
in the administrative sector.
Economic sanctions also hurt
the national economy. In fact,
weakness came more from
the means to realize social-
ism than the system itself,
because there are successful
socialist countries.
Economy is the core part

of a country’s existence.
Only a strong economy can
promote political power and

. economic growth.

The national economy
fell due to administrative

and management weakness,

economic restrictions, black
market, natural resources-
related illegal trade and bad
weather, followed by 1988
disturbances. Measures were
taken to adopt multiparty de-
mocracy, and the Tatmadaw
held a multiparty democracy
election in 2010 and steered
the country towards multi-
party democracy.

During the first term of the
democratic government led by
former President U Thein Sein
in 2011, the government car-
ried out the necessary reforms
to be in line with democracy.
The Tatmadaw also worked
closely with the incoming
government. Regarding sta-
bility and peace, peace talks
have been held since 2012 to
sign the Nationwide Cease-
fire Agreement (NCA). The
government and Tatmadaw
worked together to achieve
peace. Our country is a union
state where ethnic broth-
ers live together. Therefore,
we have worked to build a
union state based on democ-
racy and federalism. Former
President U Thein Sein made
efforts to achieve stability and
peace in the country and was
able to sign the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
on October 15, 2015. The
first democratic government
worked with all its might
for the development of the
country, but it was not in line
with the democratic system
and there were incitements
based on past events by vari-
ous organizations. The lesson
learned was that the dissatis-
faction that occurred during
the socialist era was mixed
with the present and created
opposition during the imple-
mentation of the democratic
system.

Then, the NLD party won
the 2015 multi-party demo-
cratic election and acted
as the second democratic
government. When they
took office, the public had
high expectations of them,
but they suffered economic

weaknesses due to their weak
management experience and
opposition to the previous
government's actions. When
they took office, they re-
ceived a lot of foreign aid
during the period between
2015 and 2016 and the na-
tional economy was strong,
but later, they suffered from
weak management, the
economy was run only with
foreign aid and there was
no encouragement for the
domestic economy, there was
no domestic production, and
they acted according to the
advice of foreign advisors
that did not match the coun-
try's actual situation. Due to
the weaknesses in their per-
formance and management
weaknesses, the public has
lost trust in them, and they
are worried about winning
the 2020 election, and it is
believed that they have com-
mitted election fraud.
Economy

In terms of the econo-
my, there was a surplus of
US$100 million in trade in
2011-2012 FY, and then only
a trade deficit was shown
after 2012. The trade deficit
was due to the lack of do-
mestic production and the
lack of goods for sale. It was
because domestic produc-
tion was not encouraged and
foreign aid and non-trade
funds were used. Most im-
portantly, it was because
they did not work hard in
the country. It was because
they were not able to utilize
the potential, including the
agricultural land we owned,
in a systematic and efficient
manner. Due to the inability
to achieve goals and objec-
tives in agriculture, we were
not able to produce prod-
ucts. Without products, there
would be no sales and no
income. In addition, the na-
tional income has decreased
due to the lack of sufficient
capacity to plant subsidiary
crops. According to calcula-
tions, the country's annual
income is being affected by
a loss of about 20 billion US
dollars due to the failure to
meet the goals and objectives
and the lack of additional
capacity to plant subsidiary
Crops. See Page 13
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If these goals can be
achieved, there will be sales
and no trade deficit. Since
the country's economy is
weak due to the failure to do
so, it is necessary to effec-
tively promote the country's
economy.

Education and Health

The economic weakness |

is due to the lack of skills
that can be used for economic
activities. Since skills are
based on education, we must
encourage education. Ac-
cording to statistics, we must
carry out educational re-
forms. Therefore, the govern-
ment has boldly decided to
make education compulsory
for all school-age children up
to KG+9. We will continue
to make efforts under the
new government. In addi-
tion to education, discipline
and love for the country,
national honour and the spirit
of preserving the honour of
the homeland are also neces-
sary. In line with the motto
“National discipline begins
with schooling”, those who
have attended school are
basically good in spirit and
discipline, while those who
have not attended school will
have weaknesses in spirit and
discipline.

According to the 2019
inter-censal survey, it was
found that the percentage
of students attending ba-
sic education level is low.
Therefore, there are weak-
nesses in education and that
if reforms are not made, the
country will suffer in the
future. Therefore, he has
placed special emphasis on
education.

In the past few days,
schools will be opened as
soon as possible since there is
no more fighting in Nawng-
hkio area. All school-age
children must be given edu-
cation, and it is glad to hear
that about 1,200 students are
currently studying. Simi-
larly, some schools in Chin,
Kayah, Kayin, Shan states
(north) and Sagaing Region
have not been opened for
various reasons, and school-
age children are suffering.
Therefore, effective action is
needed regarding education.
During our government era,
the number of schools and
education staff regarding ed-
ucation was being analyzed.
Although teachers have been
appointed in universities,
the number of students at-
tending is low, which has
resulted in high administra-
tive costs. Therefore, in order
to increase the number of
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educated young people in the
future, Polytechnic Universi-
ties are opened after consult-
ing with the Minister for
Education and the Minister
for Science and Technology.
Currently, eight Polytech-
nic Universities have been
opened and will continue to
be opened. In addition, since
it is necessary to know about
law and economics in build-
ing a democratic country,
the government has made
arrangements to provide
BA(Law) and BA(Eco) de-
grees to teach economics and
law in all universities.

Similarly, in the agricul-
ture and livestock breeding
sector, a total of 86 agricul-
ture and livestock breeding
basic education high schools
have been opened to enable
students who have completed
the basic education middle
school level. Plans are un-
derway to open agriculture
and livestock breeding basic
education high schools in all
districts and in addition to
such schools, measures will
be taken to open agriculture
and livestock breeding col-
leges and universities. In
connection with technolo-
gies, it is necessary to study
technologies based on educa-
tion. Terrorist insurgents are
trying to destroy the health,
education and economy of
local residents and their lives
by preventing schools, hos-
pitals, clinic and businesses
from operating. Terrorist
insurgents, who are trying
to destroy the education and
health of the people, are
shattering the future of the
people stupidly. The govern-
ment has given priority to
education for high standards
of education of future new
generations and the upcom-
ing government is urged to
do so.

Every human being want
to be healthy and live long-
er. The life expectancy is

our country is 69 years and
shorter than ASEAN and
neighbouring countries. To
be healthy and live longer,
it is necessary to develop
healthy life styles and to
take measures to enable the
people to consume food suffi-
ciently and cheaply. If efforts
can be made to strengthen the
economy of the country, per
capita income will increase
and the people will be able
to buy and consume food suf-
ficiently. As the country has
a population of 51.3 million,
according to the 2024 popu-
lation census and 3.4 million
citizens are working abroad,
according to statistics of the
Ministry of Labour, the total
population of the country
is more than 54 million. As
70 percent of the popula-
tion lives in rural areas and
mainly carries out agriculture
and livestock breeding task
for their livelihoods, the
economy of the country will
make progress and poverty
will be reduced if measures
can be taken to enhance
the socioeconomic lives of
the people in rural areas.
Therefore, the government
has given priority to strength-
en the rural economy and
the upcoming new govern-
ment is required to continue
to do so.

The poverty rate of My-
anmar was 21.6 percent in
2014 and soared to 49 per-
cent in 2024, according to
World Bank estimates. Suc-
cessive governments exerted
efforts to reduce poverty. As
the pragmatic task to reduce
poverty is to strengthen the
rural economy and the gov-
ernment has pushed such
efforts during its tenure,
the upcoming new govern-
ment is urged to encourage
agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks during its
term. For livestock breeding
tasks, chicken, pig, goat, cow
and fish breeding is suitable

for natural conditions of the
country.

Although rice is the sta-
ple food of the country, eat-
ing habits should be changed
by consuming wheat together
with rice. Most countries in
the world are substituting
their staple foods with wheat.
Myanmar puts 130,000 acres
of land under wheat cultiva-
tion and it is necessary to ex-
pand wheat cultivation up to
nearly 600,000 acres to meet
the 500,000 tons of demand.
It is necessary to encourage
farmers to grow wheat. As
for cotton cultivation, the
country put about 500,000
acres of land under cotton
cultivation currently. Meas-
ures must be taken to export
cotton after meeting the do-
mestic demand. Respective
regions and states are urged
make efforts for cotton culti-
vation as cotton-based prod-
ucts can be manufactured
from cotton. In connection
with bamboo, as the country
produces a large number of
tons of bamboo every year, it
is necessary to manufacture
bamboo-based products.
As production paper and
household items to meet the
domestic demand is highly
beneficial, efforts should be
made to do so. As the coun-
try is abundant in natural
resources, if they can be uti-
lized beneficially by working
hard, the country will achieve
development. The govern-
ment needs to create jobs. In
agriculture, the government
has implemented river water
pumping projects to sup-
ply agricultural water and
solar power projects have
been implemented to supply
electricity to the pumping
projects. If multiple crop-
ping can be carried out on
6.39 million acres of land on
the banks of the Ayeyarwady
and the Chindwin rivers, the
country will be able stand
firmly on a heap of gold

and it is necessary to work
really hard.

During the four-year term
of the government, it has
carried out all the tasks that
are necessary and achieve-
ments were made in some
tasks while there were some
weaknesses. At the begin-
ning of the assumption du-
ties, the government faced
many difficulties and crises
because government em-
ployees including education
and healthcare staff took part
in the DCS by leaving their
worksites without permis-
sion. However, the govern-
ment has been able to restore
the current situation amid the
difficulties and crises and to
lay a sound foundation for
the upcoming government
by taking lessons from the
experience.

Successful Conduct of
Multi-party Democracy
General Elections

Based on past Hluttaw
experiences, there is a belief
that the legislature should be
more systematic. Given that
the Hluttaw is the domain of
lawmakers, it's essential for
members to possess strong
educational backgrounds
and sound judgment. This
understanding led to the re-
cent amendments to existing
laws. In a democratic nation,
elections are paramount. The
upcoming general election,
scheduled for December,
measures are being taken to
ensure that all eligible vot-
ers can cast their ballots. To
address potential difficulties
for voters, legal provisions
have been enacted to facili-
tate advance voting for those
unable to cast ballots on elec-
tion day. It is crucial for all
levels of responsible officials
to actively encourage and
mobilize eligible voters to
participate in the elections,
recognizing the vital role
their votes play in the nation's
interest. This includes urging

citizens through both verbal
encouragement and direct
assistance. While casting a
ballot remains the respon-
sibility of individual voters,
the government bears the
duty of ensuring all citizens
can vote. For the successful
conduct of free and fair mul-
ti-party democracy general
elections, it is crucial that all
eligible voters can cast their
ballots. Equally important is
preventing electoral fraud,
similar to what occurred in
the 2020 elections. Further-
more, it is essential to protect
the elections from those who
oppose and seek to disrupt
them. Ensuring the security
of the upcoming elections,
while Tatmadaw and security
forces have been assigned
duties, and measures like
the enactment of the People's
Military Service Law and
the formation of public se-
curity, defense, and counter-
terrorism groups, as well
as people's militia groups,
have been implemented,
these alone are not enough.
The successful execution of
a free and fair multi-party
democracy general elec-
tion, as envisioned, hinges
on the active and collabo-
rative participation of the
entire public.

The Senior General then
stated, regarding the SAC’s
service over the past four
years, stating, "Over this
four-and-a-half-year period,
we have faced and over-
come various difficulties in
all endeavors to reach the
current situation. I thank all
colleagues present for their
collective efforts. I also urge
you to continue assisting us
to successfully navigate the
path ahead. The journey for
our nation still has a long
way to go; we are just at
the beginning of the second
chapter. We have already
turned the first page, and
if we can write this second
chapter beautifully and suc-
cessfully, I believe our efforts
in overcoming numerous
challenges will be even more
worthwhile. I wish everyone
success and prosperity in all
endeavors. Thank you very
much."

Following the meeting,
the Senior General hosted a
celebratory luncheon for the
attendees. During the lunch-
eon, the Myawaddy musical
troupe, under the supervision
of The Directorate of Public
Relations and Psychologi-
cal Warfare of the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
(Army), provided musical
entertainment. 100
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SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Prime Minister
Vice-Senior General Soe Win delivers speech at
coordination meeting 3/2025 of Illegal Trade

Eradication Steering Committee
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Nay Pyi Taw July 30

Chairman of the Illegal
Trade Eradication Steering
Committee Vice Chairman
of the State Administration
Council Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vice-Senior General
Soe Win delivered a speech
at the coordination meet-
ing 3/2025 of the Steering
Committee at the conferenc-
ing hall of the Ministry of
Trade in Nay Pyi Taw this
afternoon.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Union ministers
U Win Shein, Lt-Gen Tun
Tun Naung and U Tun Ohn,
deputy ministers, Chairman
of the Revenue Appellate
Tribunal U Myint Oo, the
member of Nay Pyi Taw
Council, permanent secretar-
ies, directors general, and
chairs and officials from
organizations together with
chairs of regional and state
illegal trade eradication task
forces through a video con-
ferencing.

First, in his opening re-
marks, the Vice-Senior Gen-
eral stated that a Leading
Committee to effectively
combat illegal trade had
been established in January
2022 and that coordination
meetings have since been
held every two months, with
the current meeting marking
the 20th session. He noted
that 653 decisions had been
made and implemented over
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the course of the previous 19
meetings. He emphasized
two key objectives of today’s
meeting. First, the Prime
Minister had instructed that
efforts to combat illegal
trade be carried out even
more effectively than before.
In line with this directive,
the committee must step up
its actions to intensify ar-
rests and enforcement. He
stressed that only through
the exposure and crackdown
of the various forms of mal-
practice linked to illegal
trade could such activities
be reduced and ultimately
eradicated. He also men-
tioned that monthly reports,
including those from the Nay
Pyi Taw Council and illegal
trade eradication task forces
in states and regions, show
a continuous increase in
the number of illegal goods
being seized. This rise in
seizures indicates that ille-
gal goods continue to enter
the country through various
methods each month. There-
fore, to eliminate the inflow
of'illegal goods entirely, it is
necessary to carry out even
stricter and more collabora-
tive enforcement operations
to detect, arrest, and prevent
such activities.

The second point ad-
dressed was the need to
prevent imbalances between
exports and imports in cer-
tain areas of formal and bor-
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der trade, and to ensure that
the values of exports and
imports are roughly equiva-
lent. It was emphasized that
efforts must be made to
maintain this balance. He
explained that, in the course
of cracking down on illegal
goods, some border trade
posts had to be temporar-
ily closed due to regional
and security conditions. As
a result of these closures,
most normal trade is now
being conducted through
maritime routes. However,
even within normal trade,
there are still loopholes in
inspection and verification
processes for export and
import goods. Similarly,
although border trade is be-
ing restricted, illegal imports
and exports are still being
carried out through various
methods, indicating exist-
ing vulnerabilities. He also
reported that in July, based
on a tip-off received by the
Steering Committee, it was
discovered that 144 vehi-
cles carrying illegal goods
from the Myawady border
attempted to pass through
Hpa-an to Yangon illegally
at night. Prompt action taken
through the relevant task
forces and OSS (One-Stop
Service) staff resulted in the
interception and seizure of
132 of those vehicles within
Kayin and Mon States.

In connection with this
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incident, it was further dis-
covered that certain respon-
sible departmental personnel
and collaborating members
knowingly failed to take
action against the illegal im-
portation of goods. They not
only neglected to seize the
illegal items but also failed
to properly inspect the lists
of contraband transported
by each vehicle. As a result
of these unethical actions,
the State did not receive the
full amount of taxes and du-
ties it was rightfully owed.
It was revealed that these
individuals, including some
staff members, acted in their
own self-interest and that of
their organizations. Due to
these findings, strict action
will be taken. It was reiter-
ated that, in every meeting,
staff have been consistently
instructed to carry out their
duties in full compliance
with the law regarding il-
legal trade. Therefore, ef-
fective measures will be
taken against all involved
parties who failed to uphold
the integrity, discipline, and
official responsibilities ex-
pected of government em-
ployees. It was emphasized
that staff must prioritize
their organization’s integrity
over individual interests, and
even more importantly, the
nation’s interests over their
organizations. Officials must
never become tools for those

engaging in illegal trade.
Responsible authorities are
expected to continuously
and thoroughly supervise
and enforce accountability
at all levels.

At the coordination
meeting on economic de-
velopment of the State held
on 2 July 2025, the State Ad-

' ministration Council Chair-
; man Prime Minister gave

guidance that it is critically
important for MSMEs to
have access to the neces-
sary raw materials. Priority
should be given to MSMEs
that are based on products
produced in their respective

4% regions. On the other hand,
. due to illegal trade activities

conducted in border areas
and the extraction of natural
resources without authoriza-
tion in various regions, the
country continues to suffer
significant losses. Therefore,
regional and state govern-
ments must systematically
and strictly enforce meas-
ures to combat illegal trade.

Looking at the seizure
data, from January 2022 to
June 2025—a period of three
years and six months—a
total of 25,231 cases were
recorded, with the estimat-
ed value of seized goods
amounting to K663.919 bil-
lion. These seizures contrib-
uted directly to the State’s
treasury. Such progress in
enforcement was achieved
due to the efforts and dili-
gence of the responsible
officials. The successful
seizures were made possi-
ble by the commitment and
integrity of dedicated staff.
However, it was also found
that some disloyal personnel
were involved in unethical
actions, prioritizing personal
interests. These individuals
will be identified, investi-
gated, and held accountable.

Looking at the seizures
during the months of May
and June, it was found that
the Yangon Region Anti-
Illegal Trade Task Force
recorded the highest number
of seizures, followed by
Shan State in second place,

and Sagaing Region in third.
When examining the sei-
zures by category of goods,
the largest number involved
unlicensed motor vehicles,
vehicles and boats used for
transporting illegal goods.
The second most-seized
items were raw materials
used in industrial operations,
while the third were goods
related to investment and
capital equipment.

Construction materials
and other goods imported
through official channels
must meet the standards
and quality requirements
set by the respective minis-
tries. Responsible staff must
carry out proper inspections
and monitoring. Further-
more, those staff assigned
to inspect must possess sub-
ject-specific expertise and,
rather than relying solely
on visual inspection, should
use modern equipment and
technologies for verification.
Only then can high-quality
imported goods truly reach
and be used by the end con-
sumers—the people.

It has been noted that
illicit trade poses a signifi-
cant policy and procedural
challenge in many countries
worldwide. Illicit trade is
conducted through illegal
methods on the ground and in
various forms online. There-
fore, it is necessary to utilize
technology and conduct re-
quired research to prevent the
entry of illicit goods. It is the
responsibility of all personnel
working under the leadership
committee and the special
task forces and committees
addressing illicit trade in
states and regions to combat
such activities for the benefit
of the nation.

Furthermore, on July
17, the Nyaung Khar Shay
checkpoint in Waw Town-
ship, Bago Region, was
successfully opened. At the
import vehicle inspection
yard, four cargo vehicles
and two smaller vehicles can
be inspected simultaneously
using a separate inspection
platform. See Page 15
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At the export vehicle in-
spection yard, two cargo
vehicles and two smaller
vehicles can also be inspected
concurrently.

This reduces traffic con-
gestion and inspection delays.
Despite attempts to smuggle
illicit goods through various
methods, skilled personnel
have successfully seized ille-
gal items, including weapons
and ammunition. All person-
nel are urged to perform their
duties with loyalty for the
benefit of their organization
and the nation. It is empha-
sized that security is critical,
and personnel at checkpoints
must remain vigilant and co-
operate systematically with
local security forces.

According to the Trans-
national Alliance to Combat
Mlicit Trade (TRACIT), illicit
trade generates over USD 460
billion annually, often facili-

tated through illicit financial
flows. Therefore, precise
inspections and detection are
essential to curb illicit trade.

Illicit trade with neigh-
boring countries results in
significant revenue losses
through unpaid taxes. There
is a notable imbalance be-
tween exports and officially
recorded imports. For in-
stance, in April, the export
value through the Myawaddy
trade zone to Thailand was
USD 12.592 million, while
Thailand’s import value was
USD 21.982 million, result-
ing in a discrepancy of over
USD 9 million. Similarly,
Thailand’s export value was
USD 113.97 million, while
the recorded import value on
our side was just over USD 6
million, creating a gap of over
USD 107 million. Both gov-
ernments are negotiating to
balance trade, and relevant in-
spection teams must conduct

thorough and honest checks,
with responsible authorities
ensuring strict enforcement.
This trade imbalance leads
to significant tax revenue
losses, amounting to millions
of USD, and affects foreign
currency reserves due to dis-
loyal officials collaborating
in illicit trade. Such activities
also involve illegal financial
flows through cryptocurren-
cies, impacting the nation’s
foreign exchange earnings.
Illicit goods contribute to
smuggling, substandard im-
ports, consumer harm, market
price disruptions, reduced
competitiveness for local
businesses, job losses, and
decreased productivity and
exports. Relevant task forces
are urged to take decisive ac-
tion to detect and seize illicit
goods.

Regarding tip-offs, ef-
forts must continue to en-
courage and act on credible

information, evaluated based
on operational experience.
Informants are rewarded ap-
propriately by the state, and
public awareness campaigns
are needed to promote this. In
Hpa-an, Karen State, tip-offs
directly reported to the lead-
ership committee, bypassing
local authorities, indicate
a lack of trust in local of-
ficials. Measures must be
taken to maintain informants’
confidence.

Border control requires
rigorous action to prevent
illicit goods and ensure bal-
anced trade values. Personnel
must address trust issues,
take corrective actions, and
enforce strict measures where
necessary. Attendees are en-
couraged to openly discuss
and propose solutions regard-
ing illicit trade.

Subsequently, U Min
Min, Deputy Minister for
Commerce and Secretary of

the Illegal Trade Eradication
Steering Committee, present-
ed updates on the commit-
tee’s decisions from meeting
(2/2025), notable seizures,
and ongoing activities.

Following that, the task
force leader of the Steering
Committee Office Director-
General U Aung Thwin Oo,
Director-General of the Cen-
tral Machinery Statistics and
Inspection Department U
Aung Kaing Htun, Direc-
tor-General of the Customs
Department U Thein Swe,
Director-General of the Trade
Department U Myint Thura,
and Professor Dr. Ye Myint,
Director-General of the Food
and Drug Administration
presented the reports sub-
mitted to the Illegal Trade
Eradication Steering Com-
mittee's Coordination Meet-
ing (3/2025) by reading them
aloud.

Committee members Un-

ion Ministers U Win Shein,
Lt- Gen Tun Tun Naung and
U Tun Ohn, Chairman of the
Revenue Appellate Tribunal
U Myint Oo, Nay Pyi Taw
Council members, and heads
of regional illicit trade task
forces discussed findings,
export promotion efforts, bor-
der inspections, seizures of
controlled chemicals, drugs,
weapons, timber, vehicles,
fuel, food, medicines, and
cosmetics, as well as legal ac-
tions and measures to prevent
loss or destruction of seized
items. They also addressed
information dissemination,
prevention efforts, and trade
conditions with neighboring
countries.

Finally, the Vice-Senior
General concluded the meet-
ing by coordinating discus-
sions and delivering clos-
ing remarks, after which the
meeting was adjourned.
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Indaw Township plant over 3,000 acres of
vegetables this year

Indaw July 30

Indaw Township Agri-
culture Department of Saga-
ing Region stated that local
farmers planted a total of
3,410 acres of vegetables as
monsoon crops this year.

During the 2025-2026
monsoon crop season, it has
been planned to cultivate
4,025 acres of vegetables in
Indaw Township. The plant-
ing began in May this year,
and as of today, 3,410 acres
have already been cultivated.

“This year, over 4,000

acres of vegetables are
planned to be cultivated in
Indaw Township during the
monsoon crop season. So far,
more than 3,000 acres have
been successfully cultivated.
Efforts are being made to
meet the full target acreage.
The crops being planted in-
clude mustard, chilli, spicy
herbs, potatoes, cabbage,
eggplant, and cauliflower.
Farmers are being provided
with technical assistance to
grow all vegetables under
the GAP (Good Agricultural

Practices) system. Addition-
ally, they are being trained
to cultivate vegetables in a
way that minimizes chemical
residues and ensures health
safety,” said U Thein Khaing,
Head of the Indaw Township
Agriculture Department.
This year, the Indaw
Township Agriculture De-
partment has been conduct-
ing training for vegetable
growers to adopt the GAP
system, providing techniques
to ensure that the vegeta-
bles harvested are safe and

healthy, and encouraging
farmers to expand their cul-
tivation.

Vegetables are cultivated
seasonally each year in Indaw
Township, and the crops
grown have been success-
ful, generating income for
families. The Agriculture
Department continues to
educate farmers on proper
cultivation techniques, pest
prevention, the use of natural
fertilizers, organic pesticides,
and repellents.
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Trump says U.S.
tariff on imports from India

New York July 30

U.S. President Donald
Trump said Wednesday that
the United States will impose
a 25-percent tariff on imports
from India, starting on Au-
gust 1.

In a Truth Social post
early Wednesday, Trump said
that, despite India being "our
friend," the United States has

done "relatively little business
with them because their tariffs
are far too high," adding that
India has the "most strenuous
and obnoxious non-monetary
trade barriers of any country."
He also said that India
"has always bought a vast ma-
jority of military equipment
from Russia, and is Russia's
largest buyer of energy."

to impose 25-pct

Therefore, he continued,
India will pay a tariff of 25
percent, plus "a penalty for
the above," starting on the first
day next month.

U.S. Trade Representative
Jamieson Greer told CNBC
on Monday that the United
States needed more time for
talks with India to gauge the
country's willingness to open

its market more to American
goods.

Bloomberg reported Tues-
day that any rate of 20 percent
or higher would come as a dis-
appointment for India, which
had been seeking a better deal
than the 19 percent that Trump
had offered Indonesia and the
Philippines.

Xinhua

Tsunami hits Russia's
Far East following
powerful earthquake

Vladivostok July 30

A 3- to 4-meter-high tsu-
nami wave was observed in
the Yelizovsky District of
Russia's Far Eastern Kam-
chatka Peninsula on Wednes-
day, following a magnitude
8.7 earthquake, local authori-
ties said.

"A tsunami wave, ap-
proximately 3 to 4 meters
high, was observed at the
Hydrometeorological Ser-
vice observation point at
Cape Vodopadnaya," said
Kamchatka's Minister for
Emergency Situations Sergei
Lebedev, urging residents to
stay away from the coast.

Earlier, the peninsula
was hit by a magnitude 8.7
earthquake, the strongest
since 1952, according to the
Kamchatka branch of the
Geophysical Service of the
Russian Academy of Sci-
ences.

The U.S. Geological
Survey, which reported the

magnitude at 8.8, said the
quake occurred at a depth
of 19.3 km and was located
126 km east-southeast of
Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky,
acity of 165,000 on the coast
of Avacha Bay.

"Today's earthquake was
serious and the strongest in
decades of tremors," Kam-
chatka Governor Vladimir
Solodov said in a video post-
ed on the Telegram, adding
that a kindergarten was dam-
aged, but no children or staff
were inside at the time.

Oleg Melnikov, the re-
gional health minister, told
Russia's state news agency
TASS that several injuries
have occurred.

"Some were hurt while
rushing outside, and one indi-
vidual reportedly jumped out
of a window. Another wom-
an was also injured inside
the new airport terminal,”
Melnikov said.

Xinhua

of innocent people.

to protect the lives and property of the general public.

Public Notice for Elimination

1. Declaring themselves to be “for the people”, the so-called CRPH, NUG and PDF terrorist groups are lawlessly killing Buddhist monks, civil servants including

schoolteachers, and members of the general public, as well as looting and robbing.

of Violence

2. Not encouraging, supporting, or assisting “CRPH”, “NUG”, and “PDF” terrorists, who are intimidating and killing people and committing destructive activities, is

3. Giving information secretly to the authorities on terrorists and on possession and transport of weapons/ammunition is tantamount to protecting the lives and property
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Ref : Sputnik News
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